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THE     PEOPLE, 

THE    CONGRESS, 
THE    PRESIDENT, 

|iif renit  Court  nf  tljt  ttnitfb  §MtB, 

THIS  SIXTH  BDITTON  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION 
W.  HICKET. 


"The  people  aLone  are  lh=  absoLnte  Dwiiers  ana  uiicomroLlnble  m.ovtn  of  sue 
Boverfliinly  as  buinua  beiugs  can  claim  M  eierciBE;  BuLJect  to  Die  elei'nal  an 
iinehangEableruleaof  JuBliM,of  lriilh.imdof  goodFaitli.  The  moral  inwisoi 
o!  ill  roBcb;  aovMeignly  cannot  Yiolale  lliat,  and  be  more  Juaiified  Ibaii  Ih 

"  YieW  away  the  ConniinUon  enfl  the  Union,  and  where  ore  ws  T  Prillerc 
into  ftOi-Dienls,  and  not  able  lo  claim  one  portion  of  Ihe  pnai  a>  neouLiarlT  oo 
own!  OurUnionisaotPierelyablflMing;  UisapoUlical  neoessily.  Wecar 
nni  •rim  -miijinni  it  I  mean,  UiBt  sll  of  eJTlslence  wliiqh  is  worth  haTlne  mm 
a  UbartiM  could  not  cndnre  tbe  inccBsant  conaicti  of  civil  an 


l^um  turn' 


(3ft,  Billas  in  de/mci  of  th, 
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TuE  proTi^on  nndei:  which  this  booe  i«at  be  TaiRHuxTTED  bt  kail 
fb.ee  oi  fobtaoe,  by  persons  havinE  the  privilege  of  franking  pub- 
lie  documDnts,  is  contained  in  "An  act  to  establish  certain  posl-routea, 
and  /of  other  purpose),"  approved  3d  March,  1847,  in  ihe  following 


"Such  putlicatioiis  or  boolis  ai  liave  beoii  nr  may  1ip  pub- 
lished, procured,  or  purchased  hy  order  of  eittei  House 
of  Congress,  or  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  sliall 
be  considered  as  public  document!,  and  entitled  to  be 
franked  as  such." 
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Resolved,    STfmt   tR«  aec.Vttii.W  fie.   Sw.eeteS  to  IvUfMVie   E<* 

D-p   wi^   IluvUc    ()d«ui>i,«4lJ:aj  tfi^eotlij'    Lt^Wtted    otvO   |vUi£«d    uv  tli« 

Resolved,  STwit  tav  tfi.»u»afl,5  iiSililonaE  M[v'u!a  of  tfi*  cm- 
tHeniwi  oojiif  at  the  4iHHi*titiitioti.,  luilfc  mv  (umJjitHirii  utSc*,  etc., 
b&  |i,weti'^^  l-o^  t^  Hie  op  tH/&  LTeiuLte,  |v%^n>id*d  tli/p^v  iimU'  ufi 
UvVn^^i>0  tit  a  iid-LWiUDiv    op   ttu-c+Tl^iH  ji&V  ctiLt.  ohL  ttvB  UiMJe  tLt&uc- 

SFiliaij,,  Qltj^a  -ill-,  1U^. 
Resolved,    ^Tfiat  tfw.  leoVcitWM.  of  ttU.  ffeimte.  |«M*fnil6  Eot 
tfi*  ui6  of  t&*  S'e.tate  t«K,  tUi»tuvS  eo|iles  of  tfw.  '^@oii*tU,a.'ui,i,  of 
til*  ^WHwt*fl  iJUd€^  op  OrtaiveU^fi-,  UM.«b  ttiv  aUvn'^li'etu^ttt  cuvamu^f 

coiiv  £e  lutlflfixiaci)  at  a,  IiAucb  [i.e.)/  oojuj-  li«t  eaceodiitq.  tfmt  ItoilI 
EoV  toi/  tE*uo(uv3  colvKlj  oWeVfid  to  fv6  ImAcfvaicd  bij.  a.  leauEutuiii, 
of  ifi*  &fAu^,  oio|iU5  0.1,  ^i*  ■iStfi.  SoAj.  of  S^o&UflA.j.,  iSiV. 

S^U^i^So^,  Qi^vuE  27,  iSil 

JJeSo/aei^,  grU;  tlU  ieoi*ta,V,j,  of  tfv*  B^vcAo  L.  auifvoV^^S 
an.3  iiuctcS  to  |iu.lciwi.M.  otvc  ftiiiirtieS  mIum  op  iJ&i.cfccip  i  editmit 
of   tf,^  ^o,wt;t.aio.o    of    tf^    %»U5  £ftal,^,  ,uva    t.    U.^'.  tiU 
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nw*uteV  ot  th^  |v^***ktt  oetuaie,  wito  u*"^  »w»t  atteo^ii'  Vcceujto  tlvtm.j 

sariLe  lUAnXcX  al  tile  ^ciiAtUutuHb  ua  (uiva  hue^n,  alleotlii'  ^i-u-etv  to 

oAWiiSmj.,  &€f,U.nUi,  33,  ■(§50. 

*  Resolved,    Srfio*  t£*  ^eol«t<ltu.  E&  SiucteS  to  liUnw-t*  El-om. 

th.&   Li,i{>tL^LcJ;i}^,    Lq^   tlve  u^e  o-p  tUe  tT^eii^i^,  t«tv  tliou^a^   coEiics 

Uy^Hj  ^U/a^iuil-qtohL  a  UKUiau^<i4/ mvo  p<t^u>ett  a^tc^bi^,  aitA  om«b 

Qn!^m«ibca4i'  a^)veiiirTveH^  otvo  Vti-E'  t>eE)elo|Km-c4t  ot  li^  liHtui«LliieA  : 
Provided,  tT&at  tW-  Ee  ^Uiufi«3  at  t£*  mm*  [i^ioe  as  tLj»6 
.ail  |i.4oou4«*l  pol,  tH«  u»6  op  th.6  yetKi.t6. 

Resolved,  ST^  w^fi/  &f  tfi*  iw™-  iuE«v6E»a  at  tfte  ffenatE  £« 
mJijiueS  loitK.  tfi*  jimiw.  niimEat  oivd  JcMj-Ujitt.oiv  op  UifO-fe*  (u  lUEie 
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PREFACE. 


The  Constitution,  aa  the  fireside  companion  of  the  American 
citizen,  preserves  in  full  freshness  and  vigor  the  recollection  of 
the  patriotic  virtues  and  persevering  courage  of  those  gallant  spirits 
of  the  Revolatiou  who  achieved  the  national  independence,  and 
the  intelligence  and  fidelity  of  those  fathers  of  the  republic  who 
secured,  hy  tliis  nohle  charter,  the  fruits  and  the  blessings  of  inde- 
pendence. The  judgment  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slatea  has 
declared  the  importance  of  &milbrizing  American  citizens,  more 
extensively,  with  this  fundamental  law  of  their  country,  and  has 
approved  its  association  with  the  examples  of  republican  virtue  and 
tiie  paternal  advice  of  the  "Father  of  his  country,"  joined  to  other 
liindred  matter,  constituting  the  body  of  this  work.  To  this  honor- 
able body  is  due  the  credit  of  having  provided  for  the  first  general 
promulgation  of  the  Constitution,  the  continued  dissemination  of 
whose  wise  injunctions  and  conservative  principles  among  the 
people,  can  alone  preserve  their  fraternal  union  and  the  precious 
inheritance  of  freedom. 

Tliat  branch  of  the  government  which  is  clothed  by  the  Consti- 
tution with  legislative,  executive  and  judicial  powers,  and  thus 
invested  with  three  separate  authorities  to  preserve,  protect,  and 
defend  this  venerated  instrument,  has  been  pleased  to  take  the  initi- 
ative in  a  measure  calculated  so  powerfully  to  support  the  Consti- 
ti\tion,  as  that  oigiiiing  it,  \a  its  simplicity  and  purity,  to  the  peo- 
ple, who  possess,  theniselves,  the  sovereign  power  to  judge  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  may  be  executed,  to  rebuke  its  infraction,  and 
to  defend  lis  integrity,  and  who  therefore  require  every  legitimate 
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VIU 

aiil  to  enaWo  lliem  to  perform  this  TibiUy  important  duty  in  justice, 
truth,  and  good  feith,  for  "The  Constitation  in  its  worda  is  plain 
and  intelligible,  and  il  is  meant  for  tlie  homebred,  unsophisticated 
understandings  of  our  fellow-citizens."  "It  is  addressed  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  the  people." 

Several  distinguislied  authorities  and  individuals  having,  in  (he 
plenitude  of  their  liberality,  honored  the  author  and  compiler  with 
their  sentiments  on  the  subjeotmatter  of  the  work,  he  claims  the 
indulgence  of  the  friends  of  the  ConsUtntion  in  giving  them  place 
in  this  edition,  believing,  that  a  salutary  effect  may  be  produced  by 
the  sanction  of  their  special  approbation,  and  the  expression  of  their 
Boyeral  views  of  the  importance  of  an  ejilended  dissemination  of  that 
instniment.  These  may  impress,  in  terms  more  unexceptionable, 
the  obligation  incumbent  on  every  intelligent  citizen  to  make  him- 
self acquainted  with  its  provisions,  restrictions,  and  limitations, 
and  of  imparting,  so  far  as  the  ability  may  extend,  a  knowledge 
of  this  paramount  law  of  our  country  to  the  minds  of  the  rising 
generation. 

The  length  of  t^me  required  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business, 
for  obtaining  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  operations  of  govern- 
ment, by  persons  entering  into  public  life,  and  their  embarrassments 
for  tlie  want  of  a  convenient  mode  of  reference  to  the  various 
sources  of  information,  have  suggested  the  utility  of  preparing,  as  a 
part  of  tiiis  work,  and  as  germain  to  its  design,  a  means  of  collect- 
ing and  rendering  available  to  the  public  interest  the  experience 
and  information  acquired  in  this  respect,  io  the  progress  of  rime, 
by  attention  to  the  business  of  legislation  in  the  public  service. 
The  five  new  chapters  in  this  edition  may  therefore  be  considered 
an  essay,  to  be  improved  and  extended  hereafter,  with  a  view,  not 
only  to  add  to  the  intrinsic  matter  proper  to  be  read  and  stuiiied  by 
the  great  body  of  American  citizens,  but  to  render  it  peculiarly  a 
Eade  mecum  to  the  statesman  and  legislator,  the  ministering  to 
whose  individual  convenience  must,  necessarily,  result  in  facilitat- 
ing the  performance  of  arduous  public  duty,  and  in  promoting,  ia 
no  inconsiderable  degree,  the  public  interests. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 


iiuiueO,  CU1.3  must  iMm  6e<v  »<«/  to  ocoEjit  nuf  umAm.  tfwHifc)  jW  th* 
oJHniXnvetit  ot   Ua  de^Hiotioiv    ciiio  tov  tu«  ibiiiriAjibla  ofuwocU-i,  oj- 

ttWot  ui^^um«i-J>  o|  tufi4«ti.  Ij;  ea»UiiH*EUt-  ti6a4:a,  ttwi*  <3    haus  Vfeb 

ea«.  6e  too  attciii«j«,  mvo  iw  QnaneUEMi.  fUoAt   Um  3-ei»jte3.       lUi 

M^jtC'  [W  ui^ioituit^  to  ^4u4e  aotHti/uicti^t^  doiiiH:^  :  Uitt,  (mn  tli«  u>h/r>lej 
04  thA  i>^4tf<nu>  ckfl^  of  a  CuniHtfO  oijtt|ed&i<jted  q^eXnment^  fv 
WiAKitUioK  tWU'  op  ti6a^\<'  wxtiy  u^ea^A  woulo  ^ecnin  to  |vliu»  ibti  uma- 
ioni,  orti  cEumeinjif  EeaotvO  d-M^uite.  ot  UtMttwi.,  Qflaifl,  ott&^Hiofi. 
it  14  n^  HtuAMmi  tc  U/AOA/  it  aoinOf  at  nusnt&itb  o-p  fi^ot  atio  ^i^ajL- 
l^DuLtm^iJ^j  IIiaJ^j  L«b  trve  civa«ttn«>vt  o^  O'^mmiotVutLotv  up  oa^  pe^eUtt 
liuv^i  tU«  CktUcMAK'jLb  c-p  th«  M^dUtU^iittofv  O'^  dlftteqo'^^d,  o^  ol>* 
BfiVixit^.oti'  ftki^  6«]vBlA^t«&  op   rii»v©  trui^i'  tm'li^|'  4*ti^  fiomvLiLce  nta 

4  ii.  IK..M.  i  «.3  J  m»  N*»[;«3  iLt  i.  us  .^m.  *• «.» 

fti^Gii^e   and    tivt   ohui'iotf'   m'   tli«   oouM^.ii'   txt   to^oc  14  coHHaton^ib 
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COMMOMI  CATIONS. 


Citive.<»  to  hArOiW«  tke,  fMioiei,  to^  ivWh^  it  luiUi  deAiqii-e^ luvuMi-, 

^10-  ii>el£  its  IvtoctioaE  B]i*HLtni-in  hxWjwHuaa  lu-^fii  tfi*  Euiiiteji, 
i«itirttnita,  Itiotmuj,  mvd  iviottMas  ol  th*  QncrneriWHt  Iveojvf*, 
^^IWdtUrs  ruul  uut^uotuvO'  aa  we  oAe  uv  nii»t  thiriqa,  luo  hai>e  noli 

UUKl^&Of    a4ud   C^     do    »l/r£     tlvikl.U«   we     ULfJj^     UL4K14&    toV   Ce^l'til^l^    to 

^ti«li'   Or   juiLdtLLnCfiJat   cuLid   liA^ffjnoLut^  Ituj^j  iaih  tlv&  |i'i«tu^«  o-p 

l«  <!■  caji/OCitLp  to  \fa.^  :  ILOt  aloiv&  ui'  I^ivi^ul^D'^  lubUit,  v^t^val. 
ooiuioX,  Cfrtoiiiei,  ottd  coECeq,E{>j  but  n-tio  ui-  tfce  ca*uifl  aivu 
atee^^Kt?^  op  onA/  m-uA-uteU)  cU^  ei>&Uj'  ooi;3*nr>H"aclv(H>L,  loq"tuit,  pa«- 


joiv  tJiou.ifit,  Ell  bcuia.  maJe  0/  [i/EUieJiujUiJ-  •i*cu/IA,vnn.  of 


op  mfflLO^t.  ^LioivV  toOR-  (4Lt&U  uJvoiL  tll^  ottfLiiuTvent  op  tn-CMn 
atm4  mo^  |iA«ntifrikLiiiip  tluui.aiu|'  op  wiwi^  e^cLAt^vc^  CV  <im'  ouKi'Ve. 
Qlti  "  Qnaui,E[pift  11  siivq«WW.Uj.  iiitelestiiiq.  (uto  it*ejii.E  j  lohii*  it* 
totutot,  itoUtii/BLi*  Mid  luato^co.£  leoolia  ooriitiliita  moat  uatnatEe 
mmumJiEm  of  ooinVi4*i>ioiv  him)  W^^eilton.,  tjfi*  tJejuite  op  Hie 
^l^iiltBV  Qni'tos,  pol.CiUup  SftXwM  wy  d^  mt^tif  ^cu)«'  tli^L)'  oidml 
ftdiLotioiv  t«  its  e«t€niu'«  d^^oenvuiationr  ^  041.^^  uitk^di  it  iv-Mitd  u& 
iidA^j  ip  ivot  unjioaubtej  to  a?^L»6  a*  veEtfit  mod&  op  eiiUahteivirw 
rtit^  lubUpu^ita  |u(£Eu>  (ijiiwOH.  mi  to  mn  nfccMoUp  lioiireU,  diUlu, 
and  tcojUHiftLEiCitles  op  nU  th«  K.uictlDiva4iei  0?  ava  ^^^letoC  ^o- 
uctnnititt,  tfi*  Limila  of  ifUi.*-  (Oq*ivoit,  atvS  live  ooivEiUat^Wi'  »|u^it 
fHp  tfi*  i>aafc  iipitemn  to  hhhoIu  thfip  Dctori^. 

(JT  „™,  5^  SW,  .»,,  iJj, 
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COMMUNICATIOiSS.  51 

FROM  THE  SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  RE!'Itl;SEXTATIVES  OF 
THE   UNITED    STATES. 

moat  [VE-iUdi  ot  onuv  <fl    hjuie-  eafu  scciv,       J  li*  im^unw  aivO  imUi- 

laitwHt — n  q-p  o.i«tt  uoti*.        iJ  h«  ittlwEe.  ukMi,  la  Mut  Miav  mv  oiiE 
no  oiinfit  to  td.  psi^vct  1.1  tfi«  G.&SJMJI.  at  ci-ewj.  s'ltisEii.  uv  tfi*  wmitup, 

^  OF.,.  ^„.„m'  '  .,  i,  .„'i,  ^ 


if.„x  j«.  |«  ,.,«,  .J.1 »  4  ir>.  fc^^j.™  4  it.  «.iij 

Ijtotcft,     UML^uIli     HHI/   H41Vfi   wall   OCKO-d    etWHtftH*  to    K*L0    til**TVj   oivO    to 

6-diU»  tfi«i\.  oJililof  atun.  o£  tfcs  iiHwvH**.  ui.  ii'ftlX  tfve.  lO-tt'X  ^oa 
f-eeiv  tMxcotcil  tTHc,  taVe  UMtfv  ii/wcK.  it  fun  EuBii.  comj^uS  uMifi/ 
tli«  (1-Uq.HWit  aivo  trt«  a.  C^uvx,  ii**  [wMve.  Pii.ui.i»ri*d  op  ita  [tal-pct 
a«eu)<i£  I J  iv-iQ!  mfl(i«  ;^  ucUl-  uaCxoUe.  ui  tfie  dMcuaMtHL  oj-  (iu«»tirOtia 
Hiuiuvq.  KjMui.  tHe.  eotiatluctuMt  ot  th«  HBonatitJituHv ;  cutd,  wt  oWe*. 
iJlai,  otv  »u«.it.  oowwiMiA,  it  maa,  otHHWp  be  iivitlmv  Hi*  WtocL  of 
tfl*  rlKivEcla  cif  tfve  oottVt,  iii3  of  tfia  ta^  eti.a<ifl.ES  i*  tfi*  (Wo«,. 
nteiit,  cy    ifuiEf    (lilect   t^  ^Si^DHtuuii   t«    liivVcfuiie    tiivcittH,i-&iu.l. 

.uf^  1f^  lU  SB™,  SSIlhj 

Witt  It  Mt  «slvwt,  qT  n«i,  3^..,  ifrnvV  cEeS'c 


,m . 


"S.Jan 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 


FROM    JUDGE    ' 


6  ^oitU>.li 


r..  3,  •fSt?. 


of   ofli*  u-CtVlj-  >nu<:ti^  Db-Ei^eHa  to  iLoit  u>i  aoii^  cd-iJ^Lon-  ot  tiie  ^ 


OPm, 


LOf    tflxtt    LI 


™iS 


nil)  to  M*  eSituMi.,  uvtetiiVc-S  put  di*M.i£iijion-  h-U/ 1«*  a  eiuite,  a  itote- 
nifiib  Dp  t^  tuikea  urh«i'  \he  (S»idtitHiti.oiv  umh  o<da^te()  biv  tli^ 
jtato,    ciii-d    loacii.   n.eu*   *tote»  hfl«e-  l«e»  iwtm.itt«5  ;    ImUiEiiEiUW- 

ii4irf>ii'  co»r^Ltiit(4>ti.«  l^oijttfi^  UetCK^  vfie^ta  iux^  be^v  tutij/  o-vj^idt  114- 

v«  uHnfiUH  Mi<  nuuLU'  t^LAcudbum^j  oivd  [la^  iKkt  b-eeiv  tn.O'^C',  Ac  to^  04 

q)    (Uti-,  de»»,  0  14-,  uwifi.  aVnt  t*ti«Ad, 


ti)lx^ft^:l^J   ^^>t1/'i  'Jlva*]luiqt>iv. 


FROM  THE  CiillEF  JUS 


g'Oo^El.f.U,  33  u&tfe^o^,  iUr 


fcoiioUtiition.,  luitfi/  a.  luttt-cWeatcS  aiMiti( 


It  O'  eitl'fCfi'y'J   ItfvO^  t£  ^uv«a  tncH  lLt£a4u^&  to  frO'LV, 


1 
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COMMUtftCAl 


itwiXiatEe.  oonrltfiiinMn.  trt  HolitiW-  itailjti*a  Wo  wkSii-  ioAi-  a  HJfc, 

nic,  but  of    urn.  K^iJiji,*  to    q.u>6    mit-    l^tmWHuj.   ui.    fimoiil.   oy   tivE 
tiierlta  at  \im,  [■n,cicliu\tMJ(v. 

(Wit  ji^  i^^i,  9-«,, 

"Ij-oiW.  Db-cJiiiit  aeluoitt, 


ol    hfl«6  UofvBd  lfcwnw.fi.  the  Eitllc.  iwUun*  u>£4di'  biui  beai.  |vV6. 
Ueuv  A;iUvWfi<^  to  yiM^j  lAV  iri  tmmhn^  at  toXm,  Mi  incuuj'  mi'|Y<»lla$;^ 

^'43iL4titutu>ii'  1^  iveU'  ^euut&dj  oiiO,  io  PO'V.  ob  Gl  luu?^  tfiabed  Lt{> 
accu/tacu'j  teaVb  [vVoota  op  ca^«  o^u  a^4lL.  U  n^  &ei>eYa4.  ^ocLt" 
m^iLta  o^vL^  tabbed,  u>mx^[iH  tD\m'  th«  ^£at  op  t4ve  boofc,  o.^  liiduH^HUUp 

ttbfo,  cui.5  tfifiu.  [vt«ieiit  0.  M-iic*  o£  ntinota  o-E  tti*  ^oiutitLitum-, 
t'lftm'  tne  tovat  nvDocinieiU;  tou>LiA.da  t£ft  poVHatooti'j  Nt17o6. 

^  or^  Qbti'^o  to  itouf  toV  tne  colvip  u>rtl&h'  luKf  l>aenr  aeiii^  to  me, 
«iii)  »!uiU,  iio  itou^t,  ^uoe.  tUir^ieiLt  ule.  Co^  it. 
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:,  -SENATOR  OF  THE 


of  hoot-  e-Mtwmived,  ui-iUii  oA-eot  cttS.C,  iioiii  edUnnv  i-t  til*  Ts™.- 
tbdvtimi  of  tU  'H&viteS  9'ttttea,  0*15  cJT  muet  U  |ieY*nttt65  to  mc- 
litcio  imi  ohJLUkiMit  i>f  tk*  [itaiv  cuvO  &£  fch*  luclits  o-p  tiia  loolL. 
W  So  U*ji6  it  unEt  tKi«6  a>  ueui.  eotUtvllue  oetiifliid-_ifviit  tli«  Jtata 
ieqi^LjituHV^A  UHlt  t^ottmnteH  'Lfcj  anO  ttuLb  its  eLlAulcUitnu  moiy  ue  co- 
e/xtenaum  luiih/  tfi*  EimUo  op  ou*  "Umituv.      Wt  ua  a,  l!om«iita.t[&  pao^, 

[hat  tJU-  Hoofl itifaitioii.  ot.  ttU-  "IwiiiUO  ycoitl bfmt   nio*t   fvi.iurt.td 

lUQ^kH  D-p  th/C  [in^UDba  041.0  Mi^fb  op  Ul«  xlv]£i>oLu£KHi.^^4iQa  tuA  Li«t 
Ikl^  tv  O'CfifH^iiJ/  CL%£uUtU<HV,  qJ  IloUch  it  maa  be  L4LlAodu«ed  HilA 
ou^  acluKKo^  a«aJem'Le{>j  ctkvd  o^Lt  oivV  ^cruno^tcb  op  te<irtivin^f  otiJ 
itUt^ieS  to-  &6  lui^utuod.  U*"-!  "*!  "V*  (tvtitUd  to  qAeai  6l«Jit 
pu-^  av&  CQ/V&  otvO  DoXi-tLj'  ttou.  hAi>&  aluHvtl'  Lri'  |iA«]vx^Lfi4'  tile  |vi«4cn^ 
cdiJ^LOtv.       cJ    k<.|ie.  LjOio  and  tti«  cMuitUi'  UHlt  Tv^^^^  bit  it. 

<e.I.  our.  8(lf;x».  .i'ilnm  ^iceie. 


ly  o-m.  ^ca^l«afe^  tit  m-it  twthA«jv  on-  tlU 
(U<1««'  op  Ifte  ^i-tfludt  ^wtit  op  wx,  ^li)t*tt(«t  op  ^oUi'nw.a.  tft  t£<wi.h. 
»tott  toV/  li^LiV  iteu>-  fHvo  col^l^ctcd  editwi'  op  t^  ^onatitution-  op 
tfi*  "ItoiitteS  trtaUSj  luivUfi'  ipoii,  liaof.  ftitiJCip  saifc  to  tlUtH.,  (Mvd 
pot  mA  ootiiaOEe-  »lati»t4«  mfoimofaoMr  otiufKoS  t*  itj  cuw>  eajie- 
cutlui'  urt/  tite-  la|jo^Ari>ua  <MLd  ue^  luiAti^uJxt^  1410^^1^  u4uoh'  14^10 
Iui4>e  mAde   op   th,^   ^oiLatitutuiti',   ruLd    toV  l^  c<.iVcctu>Rr  cp  tri« 
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COMMtlNICATIONS.  XV 

(J  h*   iJiwq<H&    Luu>&  ivofc  IvM   tuitC'   to   cxatnuiif-  tlvc  t&st  ue-lii- 
co^ycfafut' ;  btttj  tiom'  tlve  U.alUat  e?ca«n4jtaliH>ft  tu^ii'  ltai>e'  [lAd  UntP' 

it  to  lU-  tli«  mW^  c&Vl««t  co'|vLi'  e^ita*it,  avu^  Ihay  [voufi-  iu>  di>ubt  it 
luiEt  b-e  Mae|ul;  to   ott  0t0*»C4  ot,  iOOLchlt.. 

mA  jWt  >^l.eet,  #  In.,  3V  St^, 

"^ILiw,  oUS't  *6w'fc, 


,ATE  GOVERNOR  OF 
NEW  YO UK— FORMERLY  SENATOR  IN  CONGRESS, 

G*    t«*l*tfe'   imtr  pO^    tlt&  &>hAl'  OV  IWJU'l^   Eoitu?tt   op  ttiA  ^OKV^t^tutuHV 

aibu  bii4  Hiiui.kbM'  (Tp  it«  e^ceoutwtt',  oVC'  atL4&  c\«di^4uM«  bo  U'OU/j  <hvJ 
q)  (Hituiijuite.  a  luiia  oi.^oufttt«itv  oE  m.6  Utile  iwtiime,  (uvO  iU«at 
u»c|u£i«!>s  to  out  piec  w*tiUitwHi*  Ewm,  it, 

UQJt^ui'  of  the  e^itUuM  (^  the  '^oii^tuti^n.  of  tA«  "lutbiteb 
Mbote^f  LA'  jtvo»b  oonuikoiv  ci-^futati^tV}  oh^  i>&iif'  oi^Vcie^M4k  ti^uited, 

ao  t«  th*  ttu*  conaUiwtwm.  op  th*  WUMAnAvti* .  Qnttv  (dituBi, 
t^Vcj-Dte,  ftiMumi/  to  be.  ool.**i:t£l-  [wCuaHiJ,  i*  oP  oleot  imUi*. 

'Jy-oiir*.  cotvioiU)  an<iii|tioii£  ut*t»,  (utin^utA/,  coiiatitiitt*  (A*  Wut 
mXi*  o|  iw«*  book..  Ol  f  jtu^^veS  pttUfcUiEto,  and  bty  oiv  utijUane^i 
m.i«.dj  it  uhUh  l«a^  it  ^  tcd.d  tfve.  M^atvattUtti^if  |v\dct4«aUWf  oAd  to 
tui.d«l»tiLti.d  it  Ob  it  14.  ^luiepe.V.^uL(y,  a^  tn«  omoXvm/^  doeb,  eiretii. 
K4otM4<.i>t1'  ci4i.d  cUtu^c  to  ita  lL.iact<«<i4.  ofijiUcatuiti'  t*!.  t4L«.  appall  op 
tite   <tOL;«ULmeat,    it  i!<uuL<ht  pfnt.  to  K<h>*.  o.  luituAflt  ti*i/d  koHJtwiu! 
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nu«S  (f  ifve  idi^[ai,_tK«  oiiL.  ooiitttuctimi.  cf   tlia  *(oo.i^auti«t. 
mU  to  oitt  P<.M.  uuUtu^wnii  oivo  to  tfi*  ^tnnUtntMn.  liielp 

fjTo  mw,  ptumLHi*,  HHtfv  tli*  nKai/tft  of-  oiti  waoeXtunait,  ran 
(10.116  pHtcS  tfl  Hotit*  twio-  (flloe  I*  |ile|v&U«nv  oE  out.  ttatElnmv 
njijico-t.  iMi  e\,  tfl  Lrt)6  Veo,3  tlU  ^oiiMvlitH-  of  tC  '^(kittS  S^tiUti 
hhHii  tu  dMefHt  liEo.vtn.ca  to  it*  Vi1,6ci4e.  Cmwiwiqe.  nivO  amvot  kic- 
uiiunij,  but  wtlve-l;,  0*  occtistoiv  [ilcfloiit*,  seem,  to  fwiciBi.  tlKit 
uvn^iuuiiil ,  uiifo'UiuuiteUi'  too  olten,  h,Buni.uX  imd  lioiueUullii  mkUcZ, 
to  itMn-L  Eotil  to  tfi*  Uii*  of  tofiflt  tfiEU.,  at  tfi*  momait,  ooiiM^tt. 
ci^ieSi*.!*  q4  l6|*«ivce  to  B.  cMfi^i  Ivfilfeot,  aiiS  fuilE  njiotij»i4 
U'l'  Uk^  Livattitmentj  and  fX  tfvO'  quLii^^  ot  [loiue'i  ieatui'  pouit.d  iiv 
it,  fxtmv&t  WAl  to  e«&^  [l<  iiXwu^  tui'O  ;>aluta^  utUu^LceH  uAvotLr  muK 

<2't  lb,  [tow«v<^f  ujHin'  ttv&  mitvo  ov  tti^  ^wcnJ^  oivo  Ute  ^>ut^ 
oc^tc^a^iv  ot  o«^  aotuitUiH  tluit  (y  CHLUct^MLtt  tti*  UHyttii'  ewteii^td 
u.itfitt  ui|tii«tvo&  op  IWIU4-  ijooS..  qI  [  it  ifmEE  be,  oa  q)  fvoh*  it 
iniHJ-,  HviAofWc^  ofl.  0/  ola»>-6oofc  wi-  ouA.  ickoolj,  it  (Muutot  EaiE 
a&olL'  to  |\4«du4>e  O'  wnfA^  UHi^ind  otvo  ct^^Vect  aivd  tuLuWrib  uii^eV* 
>tcut^Ln4'  ot  t[i«  ^cjOki^tUutioii'  0^  it  la,  tli/O^v  li^j^  tu-th^^  JvVujcllUhO 

01 1  li/O*  toHO'  l>&etv  a-  tcujoltte  tv-i^H  of  niLivc,  0*  to  tlu^j  ^toie,  tlmt 
ou^  luuHie  Eaiua  of  luvtucUoC  uiteleat  rn'Mi'  bt,,  bii-  du4  HSnuilu'. 
tiiiVe,  di^t^i^i^o  to  ouA-  conuH<Mv  vckowHa  m-  a-  io^Lnv  ta  1>&  mo^  «» 
otaAi-tuofi.  Eol.  tftc  mo-ie  n-tlinuwtS  wIUIWp,  tliot  th*  e«A,l«iit  Cmio. 
UUi<^  of  tn«  >ta^  i>ub4'  ve  eaiUy  o^vo  tkoVkitaKXir'  uii'aei4ti>oo  biiH 
tHoao.  iv£«  aie  t«  &e  tfi«  iwtaia  o£  l£«  >ta.te. 

"lEuu,t  tooft,  iuM*sta  t£«  n^itiiHv  of  tR«  4Don*titiitIort  op  tfie 
atatE,  iv-it^  a-  putt  iit^ex,  Miek'  oa  tliat  WHii  fuuim  lvre|i«4«d  pol  tfie. 
J^ESerot  MSmiatitutioiv,  aa  oi  IveWmwveiit  cta.»j-6c»ifi.  to  Ivieccde  ttio 
itiwlii-  o-p  th«  cuM-ciit  Iq.109  i  luvd,  up  u-ou*  ^miatitatloii,  aiiJ  ifi* 
tULua  of  '-wuiifiAeja  of  it  *en«Vo£  oRntautel,  aiiS  lunueian-t  liiitUa 
uUeljat   oonti)    Ee   coiHVeofccd  luitB.  tlm  oo«.Vi6  «E   stuiu-,  ^   do  iwt 
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COMMUtflCATlONS,  XVII 

llffiiLeAt   ot    t^vo    lvoUi>    of'   oi4^  elo<^LOLtA  ^  Aof^dAiH  to  UtelA'  c^iuLtUi' 

Q)  mmewJji.  fvolic  Hi*  [uiJiUeiiinHi'  oE  ii(m.t,  btHQlt  inojit  EshiO  tri.& 
itvo.U'  bo  ^m«  aiuJi/  i>UrUui'i>l&  O'dflLtmL  Ui  tli^  eJ-LbautLoii/  op  til's 
itoiui/O'  men*  op  tlLc  icLbt^Lo. 

VJDAtoij.  CeiWi^*.  li*H.  luut  iLBlntitted  me  to  Ewinvuva  a<iu.i  m-SsK  uv 
<tlt  tt«  |uL.vb>  &b  ooA^iUuiii'  ebb  btle  »Li^i«ct  d<:m<iii^A,  Wt  tlt^  e^can^i" 
ll.:itioiio  Q)  fuuK.  ma.Se,  toivctluct  UHtfv  imv  iMi-D-iutwtiVE  op  lunti, 
fbocu^boLiLeu  a4^t^a«U')  (Litd  uiHiKiiV^a^le  Ui^ciitLt'  oo  Ln^Lbiottj  i^tdii'iM'' 

n^e  to   ^v^   «^ai  tU   COllfl^VOO  (^  3«  of  tf«   uiX  «Krt.&..  ?riU 

*Lui^i^^  I14U.  Iioiia  i>oit.|vcotco  uH^i.  tti^  jiu^u^^atkaiu  ot  tlte  M^oLiF^titun- 
tioiiH  14  |i«U:i4tejiJ^,  (Mid  htch.  ai»  tii«  i^oiukl-  »tLt.deii.t  o-j'  Ulo  uu>t^iifn£4i£ 
oii'i'tit  to  tcr  nuanOe  pcbLmlLci^  »M.tli,j  iimllIs  tli4  leaAoit^  ui'  u>LAd(jiit'  t\■^}^\h 

nveiii*li[,  aii.3  lua  fieaAt. 

tWUfi,  rfU  W|..d-'.tUi.,  4  ™j.  tf«o.i.L  fo»,  tfi*  oojtij.  of  tfli*  MHUS,, 
bcUEuc  me,  "Ij6i,it  rKSlvoottitOii.,  luw  tiiiiJi-,  iicuAa, 

oi»o«^  ?f<F;*f.«^,  S«y.  ^^-^  9/^^y^. 


,,  2M-  SPcjit.,  iSiV. 

a)  e/xwniMi&O  th*  colni-  of  "  tTfi*  Hooiistltiiiioiv  iufi.njri.  iioii. 
»citt  T«  nt&  otv  itb  Uxut  fviibtico^io^tf  otvd  tfteiv  e3=Ll.^»^e^  to  itou.  tli« 
liM-irtoWo  o|nii*o«.  luAiX  q)  ejitEltO'UK.d  of  Ifta  tu-BVt-,  fwni  it»  ivcoi  - 

H«M,  Uil   (MciiAhHiu,,  CUbO  its  ol>m.lvteM«H*U>«ll.e».  U  t««  HUltOVtlUbllO 

op  da  dl»tu£ii^tofv  ArtLOkbaH  att  cla^^e^  of  ouA>  citi^seii^,  Of  tlun^  ad 
oiirC  Dcuv  dH>ii^,  Q^t  14  bEi«  piLtLd<uii'e»bUbl  tour-,  tfuxt  ivJivUb  eE^fttt^oU 
oAl  otll^tsi til«  oli/Cv^J>e'V  of  OU'^  U&e^MTbf  u>IU'i;h'  evi'\Ay  CLti^eii'  hfv* 


'  f- 


1  i.,.J.ij<.,.5»»  d,i««/.r,,.    J  ,».  Jl  E. 
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ouhu  oE  it,  tui.0  kod  niaJe  lumaElf  EaniiUa.i.  iivitS.  iti  coiitciiti,  Gu- 
|K(Kieiit  mud  coAcU  ItMuiaf*  oj.  it,  Ulus  UJ«iG)  ntah*  kiin 
111*1.6  lisV  pjotlii.  ocm|rt«li«ti<)   hi*   dumv  IwwituHv  <i«  o/  oitiaoi  op  tlu* 

til*  intimate,  ietntloiv  lit  lu-liidl.  ha  itoflds  to  euelu.  ot&«l.  cltweiv  i 
aivo  thuA  li^  te^ito^uaif  umidi  ^  to  dUuD-  cloae^  tlve  p^at&UKii  Iwii'd 
iiiJiitfi/  luHtci  ua  00  oiw  [i€ii|if«,  t/fea  MKiHid  become-  s«H4i6Ee-  koHv 
nutefi,  the  uiteiK<i.6in!e  (uw)  ihUu*  ot  eofifi.  «ij)i,uii)Mii£  injup  JiWnwta 
tHe  FMiji^vwveM  op  his  peiCoiui),  mio  of  th*  ooM,eMi«iv3iH«.  utiS  i«Xtt|i4ii|. 
ui£lu£tic&  op  miKhUi4i^^&  ofiO  vic^-^  ruvO  tfUa  ootiviotioii'  UKiiitd  t-ciw&V 
liLfiv  biW  a^i>oo(ite  ot  O'lt  [viDlvcV  rrvca^Un^^fT  to  enLaAO'O  tk«  intelli- 
riGH««,  cutd  i^tioi>«  tu«  mowt^j  op  ttvoae  iiHtli'  imi/onL  [i«  is  [loi^i* 
oo.Etii'  (tfrgociAte^.  Ql%  Li«u>Leda«  op  the  %Diiatituttiiit,  ii>tu<iR<  14 
|W  tile  nvoat  jiolt  liCulii.  oit^  Mmliie.  uv  ib  MiiiHAion^,  luouCd  oucit 
eim^U-  h.iin-  l«  »|miA*v  uvdifituuiitUp  trie  ettotts  op  dtmJWfoqitej  to 
m,ial«td  fiim,,  ciM  nwn.tw«.  hwn  t*  a.  Seeji*!,  >oL»e  op   q.latitii^e  poV 


tk£  h^iiHleq^o  uHux^  (t«  LA  Helnutted 


•1— . 


otb  loobifdj  141^  rmi'  opviiuotv^  &&  deM^abtc-  tii<it  aLK^Iv  oh  opKu'  ot  tKe 
^otl>tiW^ib  oA  tli4it  Lu4t4«it'  Hoi.t'  ti^Mje-  kle|uc440,  A[v<>rblo  b-&  mv  Liob' 
ae^M^iH  op  eociiH  HiMcLoJ'  tl.ibU4L<u.  bk^'>H^li'Dut  tlve  lo^i-d^  1X4  a  ataivo^ 
aAO  bo  wiiMiih  ^^t&lovoe'  nuuL'  u*  [wlo  loitit'  Uitfltm^tiivq-  ooHti.dEniO«, 
111/  e<K>ea  loUiofv  uwolue-  (jmationa  et  MSoivstitiitloiHit  £a«j.  tSiit  (jf 
looiJx)  ealiccJotUp  3c*vt«  to  sec.  it  uitioiliiMO  a»  *  test-Eoofi.  m-  oiiAi 
icivoota  (»v3  ooEEeq^a,  tlmb  oitl  M-mmy  men.  m<wi-  be  kiuoht  to  kjvoio- 
ittei^  HqJi^j  ottd  to  &«<)ome  a£a|U.a4til«d  imih'  tlvei,\.  dutUft^  ao  oiti* 
zeno,  t>cl-0'^  th«i'  cn^i^oe  ui.  tile-  cfnhXoitfTvcivts  op  cc^we  Upo. 

dtt,  a  oitUai,  of  tfve.  fUiUtciS  9'tatea,  <ir  tGtmK.  ^u,  jU  ifie 
tjAJveUt  imu^  ipu'  h.cti>e  cofu^t^o  ufumr  tlifi  co^nmuii.t^t'  wv  tluA 
MHiilwtatiflrt.,  tni.o  i4«Hi.  rwn>E  mip  lj«*t  uH^tVEa  t^Wt  ipoiiA.  taWift  mo-i^ 
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E  IIOK.  HENRY  CLAY,  I 


tfi.6  iM>[iim«,  oDinJuW  cMvd  liiejidWd  Eu.  lum.,  Eoiita.uiuiq.  tfi*  46on- 

KLtelfistuvq.  nuUUt,  01  tofefi  IvteaaH^e  wv  escliAesauiq.  tAe  latiat(n;tM.n. 
of  SttTie-  SaiiiyeS  Eumv  iHV  6Kam.ifltiti.oiv  o£  th*  mow.  ^'IJ-ouy  fi.o.i>6 
diAliuufcd  i4j.d<i«tenJi  ut  tn*  "wttatHtl*  iMVion/  it  anb-adi^eflj  nitd  ut  tii« 
imW  Hullv  luiMfill  tfireii-  6ju>6  bMii-  wViOMO^ .  "^yisu*  Veil Jaioe  »t  tils 
iihi-  ot  "IxloJitiL^n.,  (UiS  HI.  Btw.  ov  Hi«  Imii-Uo  Dj|ice»,  ha*  of- 
kojel)  IJ.BU.  CUV  &li|i*>.t«JMti|'  of  tuxtaa  to  tfi*  oli^uLot  te«t  ot  the 
^BnaiitutiBn.,  chi^  to  the.  otfirei  3™wn«iita  aiiO  Veeaidi  coiUo.iii*3 
ill.  ijouA.  iKhfiun*,  b£  luhtoli  i|*iv  olijvea*  to  fciuw  oasiAumilu.  cmctiltd 
iMHUftelt.       "llwiA.  uwAfc,  t£*re£ot*,  de46i(ie4  lielfect  60ii|t*6il««.  I* 

1^   ElttlfLb  CHtUveEtU-CHU.. 

iTtiye-if,  aX6  XI  moAUA  (uvcl  9u«fi.  iXui^tw  teaMma  uv  umc-i,  ot  tki* 
Dooh  beuvn.  eocte4iA4.i>ctij.  CLVciJnteO,  duvo  ui.  tii*  ha.kid&  tp  eu***!.  cLtiseii. 
uvlU  dUb  coiweii.ien.tui'  aECfrit)  to  liii.i«ha«e.  U,  Uwt  Q>  coitiiot  doul>t 
1   o£    *   cointoiit   (uvS  loAO*  SfJwcuvd   to*/  tt.       QnOLd 


1UILOI14'  lU,  UHiiil!^  att  ^  loelt  to  bbtoiti.  lk««H(iito<b  ot  o-booh  lom^^tt 
«mtjvU»«.,  loltf^v  a-  imaEE  oonjroil,  tfi*  1«ma5  of  so  nifl,,i..J.  ^|iol>.. 
ttwit  Q/iniixuKii  e«En4:o  ojij  oNatuHvat  tWHiKuitioiU) . 

&b  ii  leaweU).  rveoeiMtVii.  to  oAd  mt  toiji;i.e»iuoii.  ct  m^  uh*!!*! 
th^  ii<ku.  iiuui-  oOtoH^v  a  u.b«>^  [tfltWLt/a^e.  p^^om.  Lite  jvl41>I.e«j  »o 
UcfXt  me^UeS  fot  ijon-t  tatoU. 
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FROM   THE   HON.  LBWI8   CASS,    SENATOR  OF   TUB   UNITED   STATES. 

Ofo  11.011*  iituvElt  of  LtLue  o<M,c|!al°u.  eotoniuieO,  twi.0  do  ivot  h.eii,- 
tai«  l^l  qi4>e  rtuj.  o-lvitvtotv  of  tfie  txuW  op,  i^oul.  eiJLfctoiv  ft  tli«  MSon- 
bi/itvU/bti'i  thwuvit.  U^  u  &  UMj^m  u>lu£[i'  doto  ivi>t  iveeO  aaii'  t«»tini.O' 
ii.ui£  of  muie  tfl  its  nvelUs,  hu>4.  wiEE  tfi*  ejelvWiiiott  oj-  mty  vudajtiait 
ooiHrneii/d  it  tTve  m&tB  to  ImttWi  ttmoY,  0)6  lo  a.  m.omwneHt  et  on^o, 
a.>bi1  Ca.&M.,  lUin)  ((«cu4acU',  ttivd  mou  Wi.CeUt'  deji^tvcl  ultcriv  Ita  ouHb 
nitVux*L<i  utuima,  unAout  ootUiicb  t<i  ita  n^S  awi.  a4u«iititioua  oi.!. 
■Mun^F^LCc^  iv-[Ki.tci>et.,  J  Itc  li«i«£  qE  tlie  coiiiiJAjJ'  a/tio  tlvc  i£- 
jieotsS  D-tieU  of  tfva  C'mKi.tB  Eot  its  Im&fioati*!!.  a\ih  SiitliEniioii-, 
oVc.  HUui.LtU'  h.OlVD^a.&[e  to  W/e,  GlialiusU^  i^  tlU.  luc^,  luvd  to  tTi^ 
cbbitUu.  otw  ti^Ut<('  oC  itua  outfLol..  of  tt  acttUi.xioKA  d«cii-U1'Cii.j  ita 
OAlalijXimX'  mv'&itiq^ili'an^i  0*1/0  th«  DomiiAcA^toiv  ot  tn«  ifLiJu^[iiii> 
ki.*t«Uoat  pacta  lutiiefr  liWoeded  oii,3  attettieS  Ifea  liWoefinioi  op 
tile  ^uiu>Ent;iflii.,  cuv3  loJUoii-  nutifteS  tfie  |vV*»Vt4S  oE  tfva  itiolvtioH. 
of  tn«.  ^mtitiiuUeiv,  WumiicS  at  li«  »t<L4ea  oC  ^M  C  lu  .0  a  »«t| 
tUi  th^  piiKti.  ojvd  kuAi.kiL'  coiiAiA'i  na^iOt  Tit  i.  ea^ii.  ec  0 
tfie  o.|t|bl,i>SaUoib  of  Ki<«U<.E  en  ici  nei  vC^a  E  tt<»a  o.  co 
tallied  Ltv  ttve  Eoliive*  edition.  i!uit  p  k.  tf  »  ma  0/  I  4.0 
ut  tn«  Hl^bolLi'  ot  Qu^  (MHUV  iu       4  i^f    called  u^voi    u  Lock,  boic 

rti  til*  6WiiiKi«  n>£i«li,  th*  4doi  atUut  et    luw  £  m  fl.iit  a   3 
difpiEuttveft   is  en«iHuitc     3  Ectct*         leoeuwd   tfcfi    aa    tio      -(. 
tR«  ajWM,i«<»i,  Sftotea  ttB.3  j  w.|  E      tfiot  I      w3  j  JH    ua         o/  f 

1116  n«l«  n<.io-   lejuitatcS,  oa  uvc  iiw.**.  uv  '\'JST,  itc  nur-toL   [vouwl. 

««0  tiivj  ».  I.J.1IU.     OICIUiIIm,,  .lif,  »[[  iL.  ,:^.,iU»^  .f 

ouA.    doiULeia  oti/d  ouA.   [>l£afrLn^,  w^   can'  l>e    kclit    toq^tk^t,  miirat 
de|^en.a   lUtoit    tii*   apvLA.it  tmai/    luli^icli'  nw    conie.   iiU   to   tn*    iiMHir.. 

iwiutiu.i  it,,  fj;,,^  ,|  „,«».,™.  „,j  .,.,|,i.m»..  j„(,  ...i. 

nvQl&)  oiW,  EatficU  tw.E'.  cwititui*  to  ainmate.  tfteii-  loiva,  ol  &Mntq.lii 
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muled  b-u  ieliiuL*a  oitd  SHjjeimqa  ilHixHv  q-ie  icVitten.  Lit  oiii  kas 
li  tto^i)-,  ■uiil  mail  WW  e<uvn£  eicimhtei  op  natiomiE  caXamdur  m 
iJlc  t«i«^i  ifi*utd  tkit.  ooiipESe-ittUohv  Ea  tlifeetv  u.[v,  n  tk*  aitot 
qiiFfttLotv  op  t(i«  uaiy,  iuhiU.lv  ci  tiiU  oU-  Fn^  htigteiusi.ii'  to  o.  icCuti^iv, 
liidet  0lA«iim4t<L4i«e4  a4  imlioa-Ltq'  a^  tlbeli  ale.  UHOlf^ii^oaa. 

nicdwKuat  aaea  W/  QJicvUiivS,  loFiBt*  tlve  dtELiiiioii/ ot  trv&  £,iKHutc3ae 
tip  tfveiV  teajiEutiue.  Hoc>Litit«fa.iivB,  esliecmUv  nnvoiin.  th«  it-ouih/, 
iiHL»  onC'  op  ule-  caiu  op  the  acueliimciij:,  pi<ciU9h«a  aib  tm|i>ii^taiit 
(«^»,  Ju.f.  «.«K>1  fc  U.  ^..iijtj  .■mm.J.5  I.  it.  ImMi. 
ott6ittn>tfc  eJ  fee  ^oii^WiHtniii-  sfcou.[3  Be  a,  ictuJoL-Ecefc,  mo^B  {V- 
mlElD^  to  IU>  jVcm.  i>it^  eoiEUst  if.nw'a,  oJts  IvviikCilitei,  iti  Mo- 
uibtCHl,  it»  Umiitattiiivs,  th<I>iilt)  W  studiet)  luid  iiiLde.Jlt<«0,  cui^  tlie 
ni&W.  tK*u.  oAe  sIu^ieS  ttve  Edtct  imtC  ifitii.  Ee  a|ibS.Eo'i&te&  miS  tli6 
iealel/  w«i}-  uhH  teoorne  a)  tfwMitO  Ee  afo.^  to  »eo  ipoiit  eSitixn. 
op  VMt  ^Smibjk«ku>n'  L41/  eu-elM'  ^[Wtt  tlou^  uv  tfie  ^Ucitu^i!.,  oivu  nut' 
ivAleapMB  aab  miijetp  ola  M>  LFnlviciieO  ivMb  Ifte  unli/ottanee  ci 
tivia  SLiqfueitloiv,  ttMit  me  iiitEno  to  di*t^l6n.t&  ott  tae  colviei  uie  Ve. 
ueiue,  nmono-  tfis  icIodE  £i&itti,Ua  o£  i-SJWlicfiia™!/, 
iti    am.,  Sto^.  all,, 


ejlieolpuilip,  ipoH-i/  oEc*  t  aelii 


(m\m<»,^,  ^iS;^Uy,  S.q,. 
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(Wj.unW,    S™.U   «lt,    (§50. 

"llfti.de^.ittHiJuifl,  tVu3.t  (MHi  Q4e.  o-Giiiit  to  [uiwriall  w  UtLiAth.  (Mitioiv 
oE  th«  S?Wt.iift,  o£  tti«  TSDii/atitiiiittiv,  c3  tcXe.  jvtciLauAe.  uv  6«jvVe41-m.q. 
nut   teU«p   th«t    th«  e«U<kH.ue.    d-i^tiibiiUoiv   ot   th^  u&Uuiie  u>   c^ 


mv&j.  Bond,  ftf  tJU  E/rn'oii  of  t^M,  S'tatw, ;  j 

;  is  affi  ttiat  n,'uvea 

,B  a  National  ofw^nK*e.i. 

QtyjivB^  eue.Uj'  ftuuk  iii. 

tfi*  oownt.ii   i>   cajwi^Ee   of  Veo.im«.  Lt; 

mv3tUtu/.Ufu.o5ee|,%c 

o^^^4  olf    JUJ3  e^  ™a^^  ^.lE^v  ao. 

UiMotiwi,  aT  tfi,i  i£.,  li 

to  aocom|LEl»Fv  tA.U  etvd,  tftl 

to.  muv  whtfXi,  luM  Iv^ 

eocSeS  it. 

•JUoiH*  luitfi.  i>elii.  U 

u*  'Leq^  3, 

S!«nif 

'm^ie^. 

WJL™,  ^O.^,  ^. 
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James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  Stales,  on  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  the  office,  declared,  that  "to  support  the  Consti- 
tution, which  is  the  cement  of  the  Union,  as  well  in  its  limitations 
as  in  ita  authorities,  and  to  favor  the  advancement  of  acienee  tmd  the 
diffusion  of  information,  as  llie  best  aliment  to  true  liberty,"  with 
other  salutary  santimenta  and  intentions,  would  be  a  resource  which 
could  not  fail  him ;  and  added,  "  but  the  source  to  which  I  look  for 
the  aid  which  alone  can  supply  my  deficiencies,  is  the  well-tried 
inlelligence  and  virtue  of  my  feilow-ciliiens,  and  in  the  counsels  of 
those  representing  them  in  the  other  departments  associated  in  the 
care  of  the  national  interests." 

"To  tuppoTt  tlie  Constitution"  by  his  talents,  by  his  best  ser- 
vices, and  with  his  life,  if  required,  is  the  firm  and  irrevocable  de- 
termination of  every  true  patriot;  hut  the  "  support"  presupposes 
a  kBoioledgs  of  that  valued  instrument ;  and  the  knowledge  can 
alone  he  expected  to  follow  a  careful  reading  and  study  of  its  letter 
and  its  spirit.  To  afford  an  opportunity  to  every  American  citizen 
to  do  this,  is  the  object  in  the  publication  of  the  present  edition. 

If,  as  Cicero  informs  us,  in  ancient  Rome  the  very  boys  were 
obliged  to  learn  the  twelve  tables  by  heart,  as  a  carmen  neceasarixfrn, 
or  indispensable  lesson,  to  imprint  on  thfsr  tender  minds  an  early 
knowledge  of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  their  country. 


"  Nocluma  versale  nianu,  versale  diurna." 
__  ..  TOS  d. 


'  JMocluma  versale  nianu,  versale  aiarna. 

it  was  deemed  important  to  the  preservation  of  British  liberty, 
,e  earlier  and  better  days  of  that  country,  that  Mag^na  Ckarta 
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ehould  be  antTioritatively  promnlgated  and  read  to  the  people — il 
is  no  leBs  important  to  tlie  preservation  of  American  liberty,  that 
every  intelligent  citizen  sliould,  %  kia  own  will  and  aulhiiri:y, 
aided  by  the  liberality  of  the  Government,  possess  a  copy  of  tliia 
great  charter  of  American  tiberig. 

There  appears  to  Ivave  been  no  formal  provision  made  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  promulgation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, except  by  a  concurrent  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  made  during- the  first  Congress,  (Gth  July,  1789,)  whereby 
it  was  "  Resolved,  that  there  be  prefixed  to  the  publication  of  tlie 
acta  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  a  correct  copy  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  Government  for  the  United  States."  This,  however, 
was  sufficient  to  show  the  intention  and  the  judgment  of  the  Falres 
Patria  upon  the  subject. 

Every  good  citizsn,  capable  of  reading  and  understanding  its 
meaning,  is  bound  by  duty  to  his  country,  if  in  his  power,  to  pos- 
sess a  copy  of  the  Constitution.  The  compiler  of  this  publication 
has  added  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  with  invaluable  matter 
claiming  paternity  of  the  "  Father  of  his  country,"  and  other  inte- 
resting information,  and  has  so  limited  the  cost  of  this  Comli- 
tulional  bouquet,  as  to  enable  the  Government,  should  such  be  its 
pleasure,  by  a  judicious  and  liberal  investment  in  this  provident 
slock — to  lay  up,  for  a  time  of  need,  a  vast  fund  of  available  trea- 
sure in  the  minds  and  the  hearts  of  the  people,  for  the  defence  of 
their  liberties  and  the  perpetuity  of  tlieir  institutions — to  sow  tlie 
good  seed  in  virgin  soil,  which  might  otherwise  bs  occupied  by 
noxious  weeds.  With  diffidence  it  is  submitted,  that  this  national 
object  may  he  practically  effected  by  the  distribution  of  barely  so 
many  copies  as  may  place  one  in  each  village  or  neighborhood, 
which  would  introduce  it  to  tlie  knowledge  of  the  people,  who 
would  then  seek  by  their  own  means  to  possess  il;  and  thus  as  a 
mustard  seed  would  it  multiply,  and  its  salutary  principles  be  ex- 
tended. Nor  could  any  means  more  convenient  be  proposed,  than 
to  intrust  to  tiie  hands  of  the  guardians  of  the  Constitution  in  Con- 
gress the  distribution,  or  the  sowing  of  this  good  seed.  It  would 
appear  from  the  tables  of  the  last  census,  that  iJiere  are,  in  the 
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United  States,  upwards  of  three  and  a  half  millions  of  men,  over 
twenty  years  of  age,  capable  of  reading;  and  should  tlieic  ha  only 
one  copy  furnished  by  the  Government  to  every  hundred  men,  a 
large  pordon  of  the  other  ninety-nine  would,  probably,  by  their  own 
means,  obtain  it. 

Viewing  tbe  immense  diffusion  of  printed  political  matter  through 
all  the  villages  and  hamlets  of  the  Republin,  as  the  abundance  of 
material  provided  by  the  generosity  ot  the  Government  and  zeal  of 
private  enterprise,  as  political  food  for  the  mind,  this  compilation 
may  be  considered  as  salt  for  the  preservation  of  such  as  may  be 
wholesome,  or  as  Kme  to  neutralize  and  destroy  such  as  may  be 
carious.  It  would  be  a  test  by  which  to  separate  the  wheat  from 
the  tares  and  cockle— a  crucible  by  whicli  to  separate  the  gold 
from  the  dross  and  base  metal,  or  the  cupel  by  which  to  try  the 
current  coin  of  politics,  and  a  le^i  book  by  which  to  judge  of  tin 
OTihadaxy  nfpoUtical  dis/jiiisitions. 

By  tlie  British  statute,  "  eanfirmalia  cartarum,"  the  great  charter 
was  directed  "  to  be  allowed  as  the  common  law ;  all  judgments 
contrary  to  it  are  declared  void :  copies  of  it  arc  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
all  cathedral  ckuTcJies,  and  read  twice  a  year  to  the  people  i"  whereby 
it  was  intended  that  the  sanctity  of  the  place  should  inspire  a  pecu- 
liar veneration  for  that  noble  structure  of  fundamental  law — sacred 
to  human  liberty,  civil  and  religious. 

According  to  Plato  and  Aristotle,  "Lex  est  mens  sine  affectu,  et 
qjiast  Deus," — the  law  la  mind  witlwut  passion,  and  llierefore  Hke 
God  Or,  according  to  Grotius,  "  God  approved  and  ratified  the 
salutary  constitntions  of  government  made  by  men ;"  while  De- 
mosthenes declares,  tliat  "  the  design  and  object  of  laws  is  to  ascer- 
tain what  is  just,  honorable,  and  expedient;  and  when  that  is  dis- 
covered, It  is  proclaimed  as  a  general  ordinance,  equal  and  Impardal 
to  all.  This  is  the  origin  of  law,  wluoh,  for  various  reasons,  all 
are  under  an  obligation  to  obey,  but  especially  because  all  law  is 
the  invention  and  gift  of  Heaven,  the  resolution  of  wise  men,  the 
correction  of  every  offence,  and  the  general  compact  of  the  State , 
to  live  in  conformity  with  which  is  the  duly  of  every  individual  in 
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Bossnef  remarks,  that  "If  tlis  Roman  laws  have  appeared  so 
sacred,  that  their  majesQ'  still  siihsisls,  notwith standing  the  ruin 
of  the  empire,  it  is  because  gocd  sense,  wtiich  controls  human  lifB, 
reigns  throughout  the  whole,  and  that  there  is  nowhere  to  he  found 
a  finer  application  of  the  principles  of  natural  equity." 

Algernon  Sidney  adds,  that  "The  Israelitefi,  Spartans,  Romans, 
and  others,  who  framed  tiieir  governments  according  to  their  own 
will,  did  it  not  by  any  peculiar  privilege,  but  by  a  oniversal  right 
conferred  upon  them  by  God  and  nature.  They  were  made  of  no 
better  clay  than  others;  they  had  no  right  tliat  does  not  as  well 
belong  to  other  nations;  that  is  to  say,  the  Constitution  of  every 
government  is  referred  to  those  who  are  concerned  in  it,  and  no 
other  has  any  thing  to  do  with  it." — 

"  Solas  populi  est  les  auprema." 

fudge  BlackstJ3ne  remarks,  that  "  every  man,  when  he  enters 
into  society,  gives  up  a  part  of  his  natural  liberty,  as  the  price  of 
&j  valuable  a  purchase;  and,  in  consideration  of  receiving  the  ad- 
vantages of  mutual  commerce,  obliges  himself  to  conform  to  those 
laws  which  the  community  has  thought  proper  to  establish.  And 
this  species  of  legal  obedience  and  conformity  is  infinitely  more 
desirable  than  that  wild  and  savage  liberty  which  is  sacrificed  to 
obtain  it.  For  no  man,  that  considers  a  moment,  would  wish  to 
retain  tlie  absolute  and  uncontrolled  power  of  doing  whatever  he 
pleases ;  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  every,  other  man  would 
also  have  the  same  power,  and  then  there  would  he  no  security  to 
individuals  in  any  of  the  enjoyments  of  life.  Political,  therefore, 
or  civil  liberty,  which  is  that  of  a  member  of  society,  is  no  other 
than  natural  iiberty,  so  far  restrained  by  human  laws  (and  no  far- 
ther) as  is  necessary  and  expedient  for  the  general  advantage  of  tho 
public  Hence  we  may  collect  that  the  law,  which  restrains  a 
n  1  from  domg  mischief  to  hia  fellow-citizens,  ^ough  it  dimi- 
n  shes  the  natural  ncreises  the  civil  liberty  of  mankind.  And 
Locke  has  wpU  obstrvcd,  "-where  there  is  nu  law  there  is  no  free- 

Sjcrites  made  a  promise,  with  himself,  to  observe  the  laws  of 
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Ilis  country ;  but  this  is  nothing  more  than  what  every  good  man 
ought  both  to  promise  and  to  perfonn :  and  he  ought  to  promise 
still  further,  that  he  will  exeit  all  his  power,  wiien  constitutionally 
called  upon,  to  compel  others  to  obey  them. 

The  compiler  of  this  edition  of  our  own  venerated  Constitation, 
to  which  he  has  with  anxious  labor  prefixed  a  copious,  and,  he  trusts, 
a  faithful  analytical  index,  believes  that  there  are  among  his  fellow- 
citizens  many  thonaands  of  inleiligent  men  capable  of  reading  and 
understanding  the  great  American  charter  of  liberty,  but  who,  with- 
out seeing  and  judging  for  themselves  of  "  its  limitations  and  its 
authorities,"  have,  with  a  passive  credulity,  (which  in  other  mat- 
ters of  comparative  insignificance,  would  have  been  indignantly 
spurned,)  reposed  their  faith,  their  birthright,  and  their  safety,  on 
the  opinions  of  others,  whose  impassioned,  and  sometimes  vitupe- 
rative tones  have  appealed  rather  to  the  prejudices  of  the  heait  than 
to  the  integrity  of  the  understanding. 

Mr.  Dallas  has  well  said,  that  "(Ae  CotistituUon  in  its  words  is 
p/ain  and  Melligible,  and  it  is  meant  for  ike  homebred,  uiaophisii- 
cated  understandings  of  oar  fdhw-ciiizens."  To  this  sentiment,  the 
compiler  is  indebted  for  suggesting  to  his  mind  tlie  idea  of  publish 
ing  thip  edition  of  tlie  Constitution,  witl  s  accompan  ne  Is  a  d 
he  therefore  believed  that  there  would  be  p  op  e  y  and  jus  e 
the  dedica^on  of  it  to  this  distinguished  s  a  n    a  d    h    u 

him  to  the  American  people.* 

The  compiler,  diffident  of  his  own  ab  y  o  do  adequ  e  jus  e 
to  the  subject,  has  called  to  his  aid  s  ne  o  en  en  n 
authorities  to  sustain  the  inviolable  sane  tj  of  he  1  w  and  o  n 
press  npon  Americans  a  reverential  attachment  to  he  Cons  u  on 
as  in  the  highest  sense  the  palladium  of  Ame  can  1  berty  so  hat 
their  j  udgmenr,  as  well  as  their  affections,  may  be  enlisted  on  the 
side  of  the  Constitution,  as  the  truest  security  of  the  Union,  and 
the  only  solid  basis  on  which  to  rest  the  private  rights,  the  public 
liberties,  and  the  substantial  prosperity  of  the  people  composing 
the  American  Republic. 

He  will  ne\t  have  recourse  to  the  authority  of  the  universally 
esteemed  and  lamented  .Justice  Story,  as  to  the  high  responsibilities 
of  the  people,  and  the  proper  muans  of  ^'lafdins   the   inpslimabia 
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rights  they  now  enjoy.  In  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  govern- 
ment he  aays ;  "  It  must  perish,  if  tliere  be  not  that  vital  spirit  in 
the  people,  which  alone  can  nourish,  sustain,  and  direct  all  its 
movements.  It  is  in  vain  that  statesmen  shall  form  plans  of  go- 
vernment, in  which  the  beauty  and  harmony  of  a  republic  shall  be 
embodied  in  visible  order,  shall  be  built  up  on  solid  substroctions, 
and  adorned  by  every  useful  ornament,  if  the  inhabilanta  suffer  the 
silent  power  of  time  to  dilapidate  its  walls,  or  crumble  its  massy 
supporters  into  dust ;  if  the  assaults  from  wi^out  are  never  resistpd, 
and  the  rottenness  and  mining  from  within  are  never  guarded 
against.  Who  can  preserve  tlie  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people, 
wlien  they  shall  be  abandoned  by  themselves  I  Who  shall  kcip 
wiitch  in  the  temple,  when  llie  watchmen  sleep  at  thPit  posts  ' 
Who  sliall  call  upon  tlie  people  to  redeem  their  possessions,  and 
revive  the  republic,  when  their  own  hands  have  deliberately  and 
corruptly  surrendered  them  to  the  oppressor,  and  have  built  the 
prisons  or  dug  the  graves  of  their  own  friends  1  This  dark  picture, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  never  he  applicable  to  the  Republic  of  Ame- 
rica. And  yet  it  affords  a  warnings,  which,  like  all  the  lessons  of 
past  experience,  we  are  not  permitted  to  disregard.  America,  free, 
happy,  and  enlightened  as  she  is,  must  rest  the  preservation  of  her 
rights  ind  hherties  upon  the  vntue,  independence,  justice,  and 
sagacity  of  the  people  If  either  fill,  the  republic  is  gone.  lis 
shadow  may  remain  with  all  the  pomp,  and  circumstance,  and 
trickery  of  government,  but  its  vilal  power  will  have  departed.  In 
America,  the  demagjgue  imy  artse  as  well  as  elsewhere.  He  is 
the  natural,  though  spurious  growth  of  republics;  and,  like  the 
courtier,  he  may,  by  his  blandishments,  delude  the  ears  and  blind 
Ihe  eyes  of  the  people  to  their  own  destruction.  If  ever  the  day 
shall  anive,  in  which  the  best  talents  and  the  best  virtues  shall  be 
driven  from  office  by  intrigue  or  corruption,  by  the  ostracism  of  the 
press,  or  the  still  more  unrelenting  persecution  of  party,  legislation 
wUl  cease  to  bo  national.     It  will  be  wise  by  accident,  and  bad  by 

"In  every  human  society,"  says  the  celebrated  Beccaria,  "there 
is  an  effort  continually  tending  io  confer  on  one  part  the  height  of 
power  and  happiness,  and  to  reduce  the  other  to  the  extreme  of 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


IKTHODUCTORT   REMARKS.  XSIX 

weakness  and  misery.  The  intent  of  good  laws  is  to  oppose  this 
elFort,  and  to  diffuse  their  influence  universally  and  equally ;"  and 
Montesquieu  declares  that,  "In  afree  slate,  every  man,  who  is  sup- 
posed a  free  agent,  ought  to  be  eoncemed  in  his  own  government ; 
therefore  the  iegislative  power  should  reside  in  the  whole  body  of 
the  people,  or  their  representatives.  The  political  liberty  of  the 
citizen  is  a  tranquillity  of  mind,  arising  from  the  opinion  each  per- 
son has  of  his  safety.  In  order  to  have  this  liberty,  it  is  requisite 
the  government  be  ao  constituted,  as  that  one  man  need  not  be 
afraid  of  another.  The  enjoymenl  tf  Uberiy,  and  even  ils  support 
and  preservation,  comisti  in  eeery  nxin'i  heir^  allowed  to  speak  hit 
tkuughia,  and  lay  open  his  sentiments." 

The  compiler  will  nest  propose  to  his  fellow-citizens  the  advice 
of  a  profound  philosopher,  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  preserving  the 
independence  of  the  mind,  which  is  alike  applicable  to  every  free- 
born  American  citizen,  and  points  out  the  means  by  which  tlie  na- 
tive talent,  the  integrity  of  heart,  and  the  indomitable  spirit  of  the 
people,  guided  by  patriotism,  will  be  rendered  available  in  the  pre- 
servation of  the  purity  of  the  government,  and  of  their  own  liber- 
ties. It  is  submitted,  that  a  copy  of  this  edition  of  the  Constitu- 
tion be  in  the  possession  of  every  citizen  capable  of  reading  and 
understanding  the  meaning  of  language,  before  whom  the  following 
instructions  of  Locke  woald  then  be  placed : 

"Reading  is  for  the  improvement  of  the  understanding." 

"  The  improvement  of  the  understanding  is  for  two  ends  ;  first, 
for  our  own  increase  of  knowledge ;  secondly,  to  enable  us  to  de- 
liver and  make  out  that  knowledge  to  others." 

"  1  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  arrogance  to  say,  that  perhaps  we 
should  make  greater  progress  in  the  discovery  of  rational  and  con- 
templative knowledge,  if  we  songht  it  in  the  fountain — in  the  con- 
sideration of  things  tliemselves — and  made  use  rather  of  our  own 
thoughts  than  other  men's  to  find  it ;  for  I  think  we  may  as  ration- 
ally hope  to  see  with  other  men's  eyes,  as  to  know  by  other  men's 
understandings.  So  much  as  we  ourselves  consider  and  compre- 
hend of  truth  and  reason,  so  much  we  possess  of  real  and  true 
knowledge.  The  floating  of  other  men's  opinions  in  our  brains 
makes  us  not  one  jot  the  more  knowing,  though  they  happen  to  he 
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true.  What  in  them  was  science,  is  in  us  but  opiniatreCy ;  whilst 
we  give  up  our  assent  only  to  reverend  names,  and  do  not,  as  tiiey 
ilid,  employ  our  own  reason  to  understand  those  truths  which  gave 
them  reputation.  Aristotle  was  certainly  a  knowing  man,  but  no- 
body ever  thought  him  so,  because  he  blindly  embraced,  or  confi- 
dently vented,  the  opinions  of  another.  And  if  the  taking  up  ano- 
ther's principles,  without  eKamining  them,  made  not  him  a  philoso- 
pher, I  suppose  it  will  hardly  make  anybody  else  so.  In  the 
sciences,  every  one  has  so  much  as  he  really  knows  and  compre- 
hends ;  what  he  believes  only,  and  takes  upon  trust,  are  but  shreds, 
which,  however  well  in  the  whole  piece,  make  no  considerable 
addition  to  his  stock  who  gathers  them.  Such  borrowed  wealth, 
Hke  fairy  money,  though  it  were  gold  in  the  hand  from  which  he 
received  it,  will  be  but  leaves  and  dust  when  it  comes  to  use." 

"  How  many  men  have  no  other  ground  for  their  tenets  than  the 
supposed  honesty,  or  learning,  or  number,  of  those  of  the  same  pro- 
fession .  As  if  honest  or  bookish  men  could  not  err,  or  truth  were 
to  be  established  by  the  vote  of  the  multitude ;  yet  this,  with  most 
men,  serves  the  turn." 

"  All  men  are  liable  to  error,  and  most  men  are,  In  many  points, 

the  secret  motives  that  influenced  the  men  of  name  and  learning  in 
the  world,  and  the  leaders  of  parties,  we  should  not  always  find 
that  it  was  the  embracing  of  truth,  for  its  own  sake,  that  made 
them  espouse  the  doctrines  they  owned  and  maintained.  This  at 
least  is  certain,  there  is  not  an  opinion  so  absurd  which  a  man  may 
not  receive  upon  this  ground.  There  is  no  error  to  be  named, 
which  has  not  had  its  professors;  and  a  man  shall  never  want 
crooked  paths  to  walk  in,  if  he  thinks  that  he  is  in  the  right  way 
wherever  he  has  Ihe  footsteps  of  others  to  follow," 

It  is  not  hence  to  be  inferred,  however,  that  the  opinions  and  the 
judgment  of  the  wise  and  the  good  are  to  be  disregarded,  and  more 
especially  are  we  not  permitted  to  treat  with  irreverence  the  politi- 
cal loctnnes  and  maxims  of  the  fathers  of  the  republic,  whose  wis- 
dom and  counsel,  and  devoted  patriotism,  gave  being  to  the  Decla- 
ra^on  of  our  independence  and  the  Constitution  of  our  country. 
In  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  Govnrnmont,  on  what  can  the 
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American  mind  and  faith  repose  wilh  as  much  confidence  and 
safety  as  the  expositions  contained  in  the  "Federalist,  an  incom- 
parable commentary  of  three  of  the  greatest  statesmen  of  their  age," 
in  the  extraordinary  judgments  of  the  supreme  judicial  tribunal, 
and  the  solid  wisdom  embodied  in  the  constitutional  comnientaries 
of  those  who  have  imparted  dignity  and  purity  to  the  moral  ermine 
which  ornaments  that  august  tribunal  1 

Nor  can  the  Anvetican  people  look  to  any  source  more  entitled 
to  their  confidence,  for  an  exposition  of  the  essential  principles  of 
oar  Government,  and,  consequently,  those  which  ought  to  shape  its 
administration,  than  to  the  farewell  address  of  the  "  Father  of  his 
country,"  (contained  in  this  compilation,)  and  to  the  principles 
proclaimed  by  the  "  Fathers"  of  the  memorable  Declaration  and  of 
the  immortal  Constitution,  when  respectively  "  called  upon  to  un- 
dertake the  duties  of  the  first  executive  oflioo  of  our  country." 

Thomas  Jefferson  declared  those  principles  to  be — "Equal  and 
exact  justice  to  all  men,  of  whatever  state  or  persuasion,  religious 
or  political ;  for  having  banished  from  our  land  that  religious  intole- 
rance under  which  mankind  so  long  bled  and  Buffered,  we  have  yet 
gained  little,  if  we  countenance  a  political  intolemnce,  as  despotic, 
as  wicked,  and  capable  of  as  bitter  and  bloody  persecutions ;  peace, 
commerce,  and  honest  friendship  with  all  nations,  entangling  alli- 
ances with  none;  the  support  of  the  State  governments  in  all  their 
rights,  as  the  most  competent  administrations  for  our  domestic  con- 
cerns, and  the  surest  bulwarks  against  anti-republican  tendencies ; 
the  preservation  of  the  General  Government  in  its  whole  constitu- 
tional vigor,  as  the  sheet-anchor  of  our  peace  at  home  and  safety 
abroad ;  a  jealous  care  of  the  right  of  election  by  the  people ;  a 
mild  and  safe  corrective  of  abuses  which  are  lopped  by  the  sword 
of  revolution,  where  peaceful  remedies  are  unprovided;  absolute 
acquiescence  in  the  decisions  of  the  majority,  the  vital  principle  of 
republics,  from  which  is  no  appeal  but  to  force,  the  vital  principle 
and  immediate  parent  of  despotism  ;  a  well-disciplined  militia,  our 
best  reliance  in  peace  and  for  the  first  moments  of  war,  till  regulars 
may  relieve  them  j  the  supremacy  of  the  civil  over  the  military 
authority;  economy  in  the  public  espense,  that  labor  may  be 
lightiy  burthened ;  the  honest  payment  of  our  debts,  and  sacred 
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preservation  of  the  public  laith )  encouragement  of  agriculture,  and 
of  commerce  as  its  handmaid ;  the  diffusion  of  information,  and 
arraignment  of  all  abuses  at  the  baj  of  the  public  reason ;  freedom 
of  religion ;  freedom  of  the  press ;  and  freedom  of  person  under  the 
protection  of  the  habeas  corpus ;  and  trial  by  Juries  impartially 
selected.  These  principles  form  the  bright  constellation  which 
has  gone  before  us,  and  guided  our  steps  through  an  age  of  revolu- 
tion and  reformation.  The  wisdom  of  our  sages,  and  blood  of  our 
heroes,  have  been  devoted  to  their  attainment :  they  should  be  the 
creed  of  ourpolitical  faith ;  the  text  of  civic  instruction  {  the  touch- 
stone by  which  to  try  the  services  of  those  we  trust ;  and  should 
we  wander  from  them  in  moments  of  error  or  of  alarm,  let  U9  has- 
ten to  retrace  our  steps,  and  to  regain  the  road  which  alone  leads 
to  peace,  liberty,  and  safety." 

'  James  Madison,  equally  pursuing  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, declared  the  purposes  of  Government  to  he: 

"To  cherish  peace  and  friendly  intercourse  with  all  nationa 
having  correspondent  dispositions ;  to  maintain  sincere  neutrality 
towards  belligerent  nationa ;  ia  prefer,  in  all  cases,  amicable  discus- 
sion and  reasonable  accommodation  of  differences,  to  a  decision  of 
them  by  an  appeal  to  arms ;  to  exclude  foreign  intrigues,  and  for- 
eign partialities,  so  degrading  to  all  countries,  and  so  baneful  to 
free  ones ;  to  foster  a  spirit  of  independence,  too  just  to  invade  the 
rights  of  others,  too  proud  to  surrender  our  own,  too  liberal  to  in- 
dulge unworthy  prejudices  ourselves,  and  too  elevated  not  to  look 
down  upon  them  In  others;  to  hold  the  union  of  the  States  as  the 
basis  of  their  peace  and  happiness ;  to  support  the  Constitution, 
which  is  the  cement  of  the  Union,  as  well  in  its  limitations  as  in 
its  authorities ;  to  respect  the  rights  and  authorities  reserved  to  the 
States,  and  to  the  people,  as  equally  incorporated  with,  and  essen- 
tial to  the  success  of,  the  general  system ;  to  avoid  the  slightest 
interference  with  the  rights  of  conscience,  or  tiie  functions  of  reli- 
gion, 30  wisely  exempted  from  civil  jurisdiction ;  to  preserve,  in 
their  full  energy,  the  other  salutary  provisions  in  behalf  of  private 
and  personal  rights,  and  of  the  freedom  of  the  press ;  to  observe 
economy  in  public  expenditures ;  to  liberate  the  public  resources 
iy  an  honorable  discharge  of  the  public  debts ;  to  keep  within  the 
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requisite  limits  a  standing  military  force,  always  remembering  that 
an  armed  and  trained  militia  ia  the  firmest  bulwark  of  republics — 
that  without  standing  armies  their  liberty  can  never  be  in  danger, 
noc  with  large  ones  safe;  to  promote,  by  authorized  means,  im- 
prorements  friendly  to  agriculture,  to  manufactures,  and  to  external 
as  well  as  internal  commerce ;  to  favor,  in  like  manner,  the  adyance- 
ment  of  science  and  the  diffusion  of  information,  as  the  best  ali- 
ment to  true  liberty ;  to  carry  on  the  benevolent  plans  which  have 
been  so  meritoriously  applied  to  the  conversion  of  our  aboriginal 
neighbors  from  the  degradation  and  wretchedness  of  savage  life,  to 
a  participation  of  the  improvements  of  which  the  human  mind  and 
)tible  in  a  civilized  elate.  As  far  as  sentiments 
IS  such  as  these  can  aid  the  fulfilment  of  my  duty,  they 
will  be  3  resource  which  cannot  fail  me.  But  the  source  to  which 
1  look  for  the  aids  which  alone  can  supply  roy  deficiencies,  is  in 
[lie  well-tried  intelligence  and  virtue  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and 
in  the  counsels  of  those  representing  them  in  the  other  departments 
associated  in  the  care  of  the  national  interests.  In  these,  my  confi- 
dence will,  under  every  difficulty,  behest  placed,  next  to  that  which 
we  have  all  been  encouraged  to  feel  in  the  guardianship  and  guid- 
ance of  that  Almighty  Being  whose  power  regulates  the  destiny  of 
nations,  whose  blessings  have  been  so  conspicuoasly  dispensed  Uj 
this  rising  republic,  and  to  whom  we  are  bound  to  address  our  de- 
vout gratitude  for  the  past,  as  well  as  our  fervent  supplications  and 
best  hopes  for  the  future." 

The  citizens  of  these  United  Slates  were  blessed  with  the  virtue, 
the  fortitude,  and  the  perseverance  to  achieve  their  independence 
as  a  nation ;  their  patriotism  and  valor,  both  by  sea  and  on  land, 
brought  them,  with  increased  honor,  through  the  "  second  war  of 
independence,"  and  through  all  the  trials  and  ditHculties  by  which 
they  have,  from  lime  to  time,  been  environed,  both  as  respects  their 
foreign  and  domestic  relations  ;  and  it  is  only  necessary  for  them 
to  have  "  light"  as  regards  the  fundamenlal  law,  and  the  operations 
of  the  Government,  to  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  fidelity  of  those 
whom  they  periodically  intrust  with  the  power  which  alone  belongs 
to  themselves  as  a  nation  of  freemen,  the  proper  use  and  application 
of  which  powei  is  so  vitally  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  their 
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own  liberties  and  best  interests,  and   the  perpetuity  of  our  inati- 

"  Light,  true  light  in  the  niind,"  says  Locke,  "  is  or  can  be  no- 
thing ehe  hut  Hie  evidence  of  the  truth  of  any  proposition  ;  and  if 
it  be  not  a  self-evident  pToposition,  all  the  light  it  has,  or  can  have, 
is  from  the  clearness  and  validity  of  those  proofs  upon  which  it  is 
received.  To  talk  of  any  other  light  in  the  understanding,  is  to 
put  ourselves  in  the  dark,  or  in  the  power  of  the  Prince  of  Dark- 
ness, and  by  our  own  consent,  to  give  ourselves  up  to  delusion ;  for, 
if  strength  of  persuasion  be  the  light  which  must  guide  ua,  I  aak 
how  shall  any  one  distinguish  between  the  delusions  of  Satan  and 
the  inspirations  of  the  Holy  Ghost  I" 

Subtleties  and  authorilatiTe  corruscations  have  been  repufiialed 
by  pure  and  true-hearted  sages  and  statesmen;  the  advice  of  some 
of  the  most  profound  of  whom,  has  been  characterized  by  the  sim- 
plicity of  manner  and  of  language  in  which  they  have  borne  wit- 
ness to  truth.  Judge  Story  has  remarked,  that  "  upon  subjects  of 
Government  it  has  always  appeared  to  me,  that  metaphysical  refine- 
menta  are  out  of  place*  A  constitution  of  government  is  addressed 
to  the  common  sense  of  the  people,  and  never  was  designed  for 
trials  of  logical  skill,  or  visionary  speonlation." 

Of  a  constitution  so  wisely  contrived,  bo  strongly  raised,  and  so 
highly  finished,  it  is  hard  to  speak  with  that  praise  which  is  justly 
and  severely  its  due:  the  tiiorough  and  attentive  contemplation  of 
it  will  furnish  its  best  panegyric.  To  sustain,  to  repair,  to  beau- 
tify this  noble  pile,  is  a  charge  intrusted  principally  to  the  people 
and  their  constitutional  representatives,  in  all  the  branches  of  tiie 
Government. 

If  honor  and      nfi  ar    w  h  a 

portion  of  their      w  C    ef 

Executive  Magi   ra  g  is 

in  no  less  a  degr         nf  se  ta     es  vo 

Houses  of  Congr  ty  ffi  a- 

racter,  in  every  moral  point  of  Tiew,  transcends  that  of  every  other 
legislative  assembly,  in  so  much  as  our  Constitution  excels  that 
of  every  other  human  government;  and  while  the  Constitution, 
practically  animated  by  the  people,  thna  confer*  honor  and  dignity 
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upon  Cong  es  m  la  C        tu 

in  Epiril  an  ifl  ta       g  — 

principles  o  tra 

of  common  ra  T     C 

and  the  Go  oc  m 

mated,  illus  rate    tl  g        g         m     —  ll 

choicest  gifts       G      to  m 

Theprot  ty  U  m     ca 

8  duty  whic  to      mae        w 

tors,  who  transmitted  it  down,  and  to  Uieir  posterity,  who  will 
claira  at  their  hands  this,  the  best  birthright,  the  noblest  inherit- 
ance of  mankind. 

To  conclude,  in  the  language  of  Judge  Story — 

"If,  upon  a  closer  survey  of  all  the  powers  given  by  the  Consti- 
tution, and  all  the  guards  upon  their  exercise,  we  shall  perceive 
still  stronger  inducements  to  fortify  this  conclusion,  and  to  increase 
our  confidence  in  the  Constitution,  may  we  not  justly  hope,  that 
every  honest  American  will  concur  in  the  djring  expression  of  Fa- 
ther Paul,  'may  it  be  perpetual !'  " 

ESTO  PERPETUAUl 
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TUB  CONSTITUTION, 

As  here  presented  and  authenticated  bj  the  certificate  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  after  a  continned  correction  of  proof  copies 
until  every  deviation  from  the  original  Constitution,  however  small, 
was  completely  removed,  may  viiik  confidence  be  used  at  a  true  tapy. 
The  necessity  for  a  close  and        tin     d  ti      to  the  exeouUon 

of  a  copy  of  this  important  iostr  m  t,  b  m  manifest  by  the  use 
of  a  printed  copy  (considered  n      )       pn  t  from,  which,  on 

being  compared  with  the  orig  w  f  d  o  cont^dn  several 
errors  in  the  words,  and  sixty  fi.  1      p        nation.     This  cir- 

cumstance led  to  a  further  comparison  of  c.  pies,  in  several  editions 
of  the  laws,  printed  by  different  individuals,  and  it  was  found,  that 
one  edition  contained  304  and  another  176  errors  in  the  punctuation 
of  the  Constitution !  Many  of  these  are  material  in  the  constrnci 
uon  of  the  sentences  in  which  they  occur. 

It  was  also  discovered,  that,  in  the  original  manuscript,  capital 
letters  were  used  at  the  beginning  of  substantives,  or  nouns,  as  is 
undersbsod  to  have  been  the  practice  generally  in  writing  and 
printing  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was  written.  These  appear 
to  have  been  altogether  disregarded  in  the  editions  above  referred 
to,  except  in  words  at  the  beginning  of  sentences. 

As  the  construction  of  important  clauses  may,  sometimes,  turn 
UDon  the  punctuation,  or  the  nature  of  a  word,  it  is  important  that 
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the  former  be  of  the  right  measute,  and  that  the  proper  value  of  the 
latter  lie  manifest,  before  the  mind  can  decide  upon  the  true  mean- 
ing, as  intended  by  the  wiae  and  learned  framera  of  that  master- 
piece of  composition,  which  bears  the  impress  of  the  most  minute 
and  laborious  attention  lo  the  construction  of  every  particle  of  mat- 
ter constituting  this  noble  fabric,  the  preservation  of  whose  sim- 
plicity is  the  only  safeguard  to  its  integrity. 

These  facts  induced  the  determination  to  produce  a  true  copy  of 
the  Constitution  in  text,  orthography,  letter,  and  punctuation,  and 
Ihe  rigid  examination,  and  subsequent  veriiication  of  the  Depart- 
ment having  the  care  and  custody  of  the  venerated  original,  attest 
the  success  of  the  nndertaking  in  the  production  of  the  following 
authentic  Constitution. 
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CONSTITUTION 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

We  the  People  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form 
a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  Jnstice,  insure  domes- 
tic Tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
promote  the  general  Welfare,  and  secure  the  Bless- 
ings of  Liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  Posterity,  do 
ordain  and  establish  tHs  Comstitution  for  the  United 
States  of  America. 

ARTICLE.  I. 

Section.  1.  Ail  legislative  Powers  herein  granted 
shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

Section.  2,  "The  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  composed  of  Members  chosen  every  second  Year  by 
the  People  of  the  several  States,  and  the  Electors  in  each 
State  shall  have  the  Qualifications  requisite  for  Electors 
of  the  most  numerous  Branch  of  the  State  Legislature. 
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'No  Person  shall  be  a  Representative  who  shall  not 
have  attained  to  the  Age  of  twenty  five  Years,  and  been 
seven  Years  a  Citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall 
not,  when  elected,  be  an  Inhabitant  of  that  State  in  which 
he  shall  be  chosen, 

^Representatives  and  direct  Taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  which  may  be  included  within 
this  Union,  according  to  their  respective  Numbers,  which 
shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  Number  of 
bee  Persons,  including  those  bound  to  Service  for  a  Term 
of  Years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three  fiftha 
of  all  other  Persons.  The  actual  Enumeration  shall  be 
made  within  three  Years  after  the  first  Meeting  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  within  every  subse- 
quent Term  of  ten  Years,  in  such  Manner  as  they  shall 
by  Law  direct.  The  Number  of  Representatives  shall 
not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  Thousand,  but  each 
State  shall  have  at  Least  one  Representative ;  and 
until  such  enumeration  shall  be  made,  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  shall  be  entitled  to  ctuse  three,  Massachu- 
setts eight,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations 
one,  Connecticut  five,  New-York  six.  New  Jersey 
four,  Pennsylvania  eight,  Delaware  one,  Maryland  six, 
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Virginia  ten,  North  Carolina  five,  South  Carohna  five, 
and  Georgia  three, 

'When  vacancies  happen  in  the  Representation  from 
any  State,  the  Executive  Aiitliority  thereof  shall  issue 
Writs  of  Election  to  fill  such  Vacancies. 

"fhe  House  of  Representatives  shall  chuse  their 
Speaker  and  other  Ofiicers ;  and  shall  have  the  sole 
Power  of  Impeachment. 

Suction.  3.  'The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by 
the  Legislature  thereof,  for  six  Years  ;  and  each  Senator 
shall  have  one  Vote. 

'Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled  in  Conse- 
quence of  the  first  Election,  tliey  shall  be  divided  as 
equally  as  may  be  into  three  Classes.  The  Seats  of  the 
Senators  of  the  first  Class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  Ex- 
piration of  the  second  Year,  of  the  second  Class  at  the 
Expiration  of  the  fourth  Year,  and  of  the  third  Class  at  the 
Expiration  of  the  sixth  Year,  so  that  one-third  may  be 
chosen  every  second  Year ;  and  if  Vacancies  happen 
by  Resignation,  or  otherwise,  during  the  Recess  of  the 
Legislature  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof  may 
make  temporary  Appointments  until  the  next  Meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  Vacancies, 
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'No  Person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not  have  at- 
tained to  the  Age  of  thirty  Years,  and  been  nine  Years  a 
Citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when 
elected,  be  an  Inhabitant  of  that  State  for  which  he  shall 
be  chosen. 

*The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  Vote,  unless  they 
be  equally  divided. 

'The  Senate  shall  chuse  their  other  OtKcers,  and  also 
a  President  pro  tempore,  in  the  Absence  of  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident, or  when  he  shall  exercise  the  Oflice  of  President 
of  the  United  States. 

"The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  Power  to  try  all  Im- 
peachments. When  sitting  for  that  Purpose,  they  shall 
be  on  Oatb  or  Affirmation.  When  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  preside : 
And  no  Person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  Concurrence 
of  two  thirds  of  the  Members  present. 

'Judgment  in  Cases  of  Impeachment  shall  not  extend 
further  than  to  removal  from  Office,  and  Disqualification 
to  hold  and  enjoy  any  Office  of  honour,  Trast  or  Profit 
under  the  United  States :  but  the  Party  convicted  shall 
nevertheless  be  liable  and  subject  to  Indictment,  Trial, 
Judgment  and  Punishment,  according  to  Law. 
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Section.  4.  "The  Times,  Places  and  Manner  of  hold- 
ing Elections  for  Senators  and  Representatives,  shall  be 
prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  but 
the  Congress  may  at  any  time  by  Law  make  or  alter  such 
Regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  chusing  Senators. 

'  The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every 
Year,  and  such  Meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday 
in  Deceraber,  unless  they  shall  by  Law  appoint  a  differ- 
ent Day. 

Section.  5.  'Each  House  shall  be  the  Judge  of 
the  Elections,  Returns  and  Qualifications  of  its  own 
Members,  and  a  Majority  of  each  shall  constitute  a 
Quorum  to  do  Business;  but  a  smaller  Number  may 
adjourn  from  day  to  day>  and  may  be  authorized  to 
compel  the  Attendance  of  absent  Members,  in  such 
Manner,  and  under  such  Penalties  as  each  House  may 
provide. 

'Each  House  may  determine  the  Rules  of  its  Proceed- 
ings, punish  its  Members  for  disorderly  Behaviour,  and, 
with  the  Concurrence  of  two  thirds,  expel  a  Member. 

'Each  House  shall  keep  a  Journal  of  its  Proceed- 
ings, and  from  time  to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting 
such  Parts  as  may  in  their  Judgment  require  Secrecy ; 
and  the  Yeas  and  Nays  of  the  Members  of  either  House 
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on  any  question  shall,  at  the  Desire  of  one  fifth  of  those 
Present,  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

'Neither  House,  during  fie  Session  of  Congress,  shaH, 
■without  the  Consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than 
three  days,  nor  to  any  other  Place  than  that  in  ■which  the 
two  Houses  shall  be  sitting. 

Section.  6.  'The  Senators  and  Representatives  shall 
receive  a  Compensation  for  their  Services,  to  be  as- 
certained by  Law,  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.  They  shall  in  all  Cases,  except 
Treason,  Felony  and  Breach  of  the  Peace>  be  privi- 
leged from  Arrest  during  their  Attendance  at  the  Ses- 
sion of  their  respective  Houses,  and  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  the  same  ;  and  for  any  Speech  or  Debate 
in  either  House,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any 
other  Place. 

'No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the 
Time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any 
civil  Office  under  the  Authority  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  Emohiments 
■whereof  shall  have  been  encreased  during  such  time ; 
and  no  Person  holding  any  Office  under  the  United  States, 
shall  be  a  Member  of  either  House  during  his  Continu- 
ance in  Office. 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


Section.  7.  'All  Bills  for  raising  Revenue  sliall  ori- 
ginate in  the  House  of  Representatives ;  but  the  Senate 
may  propose  or  concur  with  Amendments  as  on  other  Bills. 

'Every  Bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Senate,  shall,  before  it  become 
a  Law,  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  If  he  approve  he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  not  he 
shall  return  it,  with  his  Objections  to  that  House  in 
which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  Ob- 
jections at  large  on  their  Journal,  and  proceed  to  recon- 
sider it.  If  after  such  Reconsideration  two  thirds  of  that 
House  shall  agree  to  pass  the  Bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  to- 
gether with  the  Objections,  to  the  other  House,  by  which 
it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  by 
two  thirds  of  that  House,  it  shall  become  a  Law,  But 
in  all  such  Cases  the  Votes  of  both  Houses  shall  be  de- 
termined by  yeas  and  Nays,  and  the  Names  of  the  Per- 
sons voting  for  and  against  the  Bill  shall  be  entered  on 
the  Journal  of  each  House  respectively.  If  any  Bill 
shall  not  be  returned  by  the  President  within  ten  Days 
(Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to 
him,  the  Same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  Manner  as  if  he 
had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress  by  their  Adjournment 
prevent  its  Return,  in  which  Case  it  shall  not  be  a  Law, 
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'Every  Order,  Resolution,  or  Vote  to  TChich  the  Con- 
ciirrence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  may 
be  necessary  (except  on  a  question  of  Adjournment) 
shall  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
and  before  the  Same  shall  take  Effect,  shall  be  approved 
by  him,  or  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  repassed 
by  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
according  to  the  Rules  and  Limitations  prescribed  in  the 
Case  of  a  Bill 

Section.  8.     The  Congress  shall  have  Power 

'To  lay  and  collect  Taxes,  Duties,  Imposts  and  Ex- 
cises, to  pay  the  Debts  and  provide  for  the  common  De- 
fence and  general  Welfare  of  the  United  States  ;  but  all 
Duties,  Imposts  and  Excises  shall  be  uniform  throughout 
the  United  States ; 

'  To  borrow  Money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  ; 

'To  regulate  Commerce  with  foreign  Nations,  and 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  Tribes ; 

*To  establish  an  uniform  Rule  of  Naturalization,  and 
uniform  Laws  on  the  subject  of  Bankruptcies  throughout 
the  United  States ; 

'To  coin  Money,  regulate  the  Value  thereof,  and  of 
foreign  Coin,  and  fix  the  Standard  of  Weights  and 
Measures ; 
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•To  provide  for  the  Punishment  of  counterfeiting  the 
Securities  and  current  Coin  of  the  United  States ; 

'To  establish  Post  Offices  and  post  Roads ; 

'To  promote  the  progress  of  Science  and  useful  Arts,  by 
securing  for  limited  Times  to  Authors  and  Inventors  the  ex- 
■lusive  Right  to  their  respective  Writings  and  Discoveries ; 

'To  constitute  Tribunals  inferior  to  the  supreme  Court ; 

"To  define  and  punish  Piracies  and  Felonies  com- 
mitted on  the  high  Seas,  and  Offences  against  the  Law 
of  Nations ; 

"To  declare  War,  grant  Letters  of  Marque  and  Re- 
prisal, and  make  Rules  concerning  Captures  on  Land 
and  Water ; 

"To  raise  and  support  Armies,  but  no  Appropriatiou 
of  Money  to  that  Use  shall  be  for  a  longer  Term  than 
two  Years ; 

"To  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy  ; 

"To  make  Rules  for  the  Government  and  Regulation 
of  the  land  and  naval  Forces; 

"To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  Militia  to  execute 
the  Laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  Insurrections  and  repel 
Invasions ; 

"To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disci- 
plining, the   MUitia,  and  for   governing  such  Part  of 
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them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  Service  of  the  United 
States,  resen-ing  to  the  States  respectively,  the  Ap- 
pointment of  the  Officers,  and  the  Authority  of  training 
the  Militia  according  to  the  Discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress ; 

"To  exercise  exclusive  Legislation  in  all  Cases 
whatsoever,  over  such  District  (not  exceeding  ten  Miles 
square)  as  may,  by  Cession  of  particular  States,  and 
the  Acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  Seat  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise 
like  Authority  over  all  Places  purchased  by  the  Con- 
sent of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  Same 
shall  be,  for  the  Erection  of  Forts,  Magazines,  Arse- 
nals, Dock- Yards,  and  other  needfol  Buildings ; — And 

"To  make  all  Laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  Execution  the  foregoing  Powers, 
and  all  other  Powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  Department 
or  Officer  tliereof. 

Section.  9.  'The  Migration  or  Importation  of  such 
Persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think 
proper  to  adnut,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Con- 
gress prior  to  the  Year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and    eight,  but   a   Tax   or   Duty  may  be   imposed  on 
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such   Importation,    not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each 
Person. 

'The  Privilege  of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  shall 
not  be  suspended,  unless  when  in  Cases  of  Rebellion 
or  Invasion  the  public  Safety  may  require  it. 

'  No  Bill  of  Attainder  or  ex  post  facto  Law  shall  be  passed. 
No   Capitation,  or  other  direct,   Tax  shall  be  laid, 
unless    in   Proportion    to   the   Census   or  Enumeration 
herein  before  directed  to  be  taken. 

'No  Tax  or  Duty  shall  be  laid  on  Articles  exported 
from  any  State. 

"No  Preference  shall  be  given  by  any  Regidation  of 
Commerce  or  Revenue  to  the  Ports  of  one  State  over  those 
of  another :  nor  shall  Vessels  bound  to,  or  from,  one  State, 
be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  Duties  in  another. 

'No  Money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but 
in  Consequence  of  Appropriations  made  by  Law ; 
and  a  regular  Statement  and  Account  of  the  Receipts 
and  Expenditures  of  all  public  Money  shall  be  pub- 
Jished  from  time  to  time. 

'No  Title  of  Nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United 
States :  And  no  Person  holding  any  Office  of  Profit  or 
Trust  under  them,  shall,  without  the  Consent  of  the 
Congress,    accept   of  any  present,  Emohiment,  Office, 
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or  Title,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King,  Prince, 
or  foreign  State. 

Section.  10.  'No  State  shall  enter  into  any  Treaty, 
Alliance,  or  Confederation ;  grant  Letters  of  Marque 
and  Reprisal ;  coin  Money ;  emit  Bills  of  Credit ; 
make  any  Thing  but  gold  and  silver  Coin  a  Tender 
in  Payment  of  Debts ;  pass  any  Bill  of  Attainder,  ex 
post  facto  Law,  or  Law  impairing  the  Obligation  of 
Contracts,  or  grant  any  Title  of  Nobility. 

'No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Con- 
gress, lay  any  Imposts  or  Duties  on  Imports  or  Exports, 
except  what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  execut- 
ing it's  inspection  Laws;  and  the  net  Produce  of  all 
Duties  and  Imposts,  laid  by  any  State  on  Imports  or 
Exports,  shall  be  for  the  Use  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States;  and  all  such  Laws  shall  be  subject  to 
the  Revision  and  Contxoul  of  the  Congress. 

'No  State  shall,  without  the  Consent  of  Congress, 
lay  any  Duty  of  Tonnage,  keep  Troops,  or  Ships  of 
War  in  time  of  Peace,  enter  into  any  Agreement  or 
Compact  with  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power, 
or  engage  in  War,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such 
imminent  Danger  as  will  not  admit  of  Delay, 
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ARTICLE.  11. 

Sectioh.  1.  'The  executive  Power  shall  be  vested 
in  s  President  of  the  United  States  of  America.  He 
shall  hold  his  Office  during  the  Term  of  four  Years, 
and,  together  with  the  Vice  President,  chosen  for  the 
same  Term,  be  elected,  as  follows 

'Each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  Manner  as  the 
Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  Number  of  Elec- 
tors, equal  to  the  whole  Number  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  which  the  State  may  be  entitled 
in  the  Congress:  but  no  Senator  or  Representative, 
or  Person  holding  an  Office  of  Trust  or  Profit  under 
the  United  States,  shall  be  appointed  an  Elector. 

[•  Tho  Electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  Slates,  and  vole  by  Ballot 
for  two  Persona,  of  whom  one  at  toast  shall  not  be  an  Inhabitant  of  the 
same  Slate  with  themsolves.  And  they  shall  mate  a  List  of  all  (ho  Per- 
sona voted  for,  and  of  the  Number  of  Votes  for  each.;  which  List  they 
shEill  eign  and  certity,  snd  transmit  seated  to  the  Seat  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  President  of  ihe  Senate.  The  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate  shall,  in  Ihe  Presence  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Bepresenlativea,  open  all  the  Ccrtigcatea,  and  Ihe  Votes  shall  then  be 
connled.  The  Person  iiaving  the  greatost  Number  of  Votes  shall  be  the 
Preadent,  if  such  Number  l>e  a  Majority  of  the  whole  Number  of  Elec- 
tors appointed  ;  and  if  there  be  more  than  one  who  have  such  Majority, 
and  have  an  equal  Nnmber  of  Votes,  then  the  House  of  RepresBnlaliYoa 
shall  immediately  chuse  by  Ballot  one  of  thom  for  President;  and  if  no 
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P  rs      h  M  J     ty  th      f        Ihe  five  higlieet  nn  tlie  List  the  said 

]£  h  11        1  k    M  h  w  the  Presiiient.    But  in  chusing  the 

P      dlthVl       hllbtk      by  Slates,  the  Hepreae  illation  thim 
b  St  t    li  ti  g  V  te     A  Q     ram  for  this  Purpose  shall  consist 

f       M      b  M  mb        f    m  Iw  thirds  of  the  Stiles,  and  a  Majority 

f    11  th       t  le      ball  b  sary  1       Choice.     In  every  Case,  after  the 

Choice  el  ^e  President,  the  Person  having  the  greatest  Number  of  Votes 
of  the  Electors  shaQ  be  the  Vice  President.  But  if  there  should  remain 
two  or  more  mho  have  equal  Votes,  the  Senate  shall  chuse  from  them  by 
Ballot  the  Vice  President.] 

'The  Congress  may  determine  the  Time  of  chusing 
the  Electors,  and  the  Day  on  which  they  shall  give 
their  Votes ;  which  Day  shall  be  the  same  throughout  the 
United  States. 

'No  Person  except  a  natural  born  Citizen,  or  a  Citizen 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the  Adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  Office  of  President ; 
neither  shall  any  Person  be  eligible  to  that  Office  who 
shall  not  have  attained  to  the  Age  of  thirty  five  Years, 
and  been  fourteen  Years  a  Resident  within  the  United 
States. 

'In  Case  of  the  Removal  of  the  President  from  Office, 
or  of  his  Death,  Resignation,  or  Inability  to  dis- 
charge the  Powers  and  Duties  of  the  said  Office,  the 
same  shall  devolve  on  the  Vice  President,  and  the  Con- 
gress   may    by  Law    provide    for    the    Case    of   Re- 
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moval.  Death,  Resignation,  or  Inability,  both  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President,  declaring  what  Officer 
shall  then  act  as  President,  and  such  Officer  shall  act 
accordingly,  until  the  Disability  be  removed,  or  a  Pre- 
sident shall  be  elected. 

"The  President  shall,  at  stated  Times,  receive  for 
his  Services,  a  Compensation,  which  shall  neither  be 
encreased  nor  diminished  during  the  Period  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected,  and  he  shall  not  receive 
within  that  Period  any  other  Emolument  from  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them. 

'Before  he  enter  on  the  Execution  of  his  Office,  he  shall 
take  the  following  Oath  or  Affirmation : — 

"I  do  solemnly  swear  {or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully 
"  execute  the  Office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
"  will  to  the  best  of  my  Ability,  preserve,  protect  and 
"  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Section.  2.  'The  President  shall  be  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  Militia  of  the  several  States,  when  called 
into  the  actual  Service  of  the  United  States ;  he  may 
require  the  Opinion,  in  writing,  of  the  principal  Of 
ficer  in  each  of  the  executive  Departments,  upon  any 
Subject  relating  to  the  Duties  of  their  respective  Offi- 
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ces,  and  lie  shall  have  Power  to  grant  Reprieves  and  Par- 
dons for  Offences  against  the  United  States,  except  in 
Cases  of  Impeachment. 

^He  shall  have  Power,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  make  Treaties,  provided  two  thirds 
of  the  Senators  present  concur;  and  he  shall  nominate,  and 
by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Senate,  shall 
appoint  Ambassadors,  other  public  Ministers  and  Con- 
sids,  Judges  of  the  supreme  Court,  and  all  other  Officers  of 
the  United  States,  whose  Appointments  are  not  herein  other- 
wise provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  Law : 
but  the  Congress  may  by  Law  vest  the  Appointment  of  such 
inferior  Officers,  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  President  alone, 
in  the  Courts  of  Law,  or  in  the  Heads  of  Departments. 

^The  President  shall  have  Power  to  fill  up  all  Vacan- 
cies that  may  happen  during  the  Recess  of  the  Senate, 
by  granting  Commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  End 
of  tlieir  next  Session. 

Section.  3.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the 
Congress  Information  of  the  State  of  the  Union,  and 
recommend  to  their  Consideration  such  Measures  as  he 
shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient ;  he  may,  on  ex- 
traordinary Occasions,  convene  both  Houses,  or  either 
of  them,  and  in  Case  of  Disagreement  between  them, 
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with  Respect  to  the  Time  of  Adjournment,  he  may  ad- 
journ them  to  such  Time  as  he  shall  think  proper ;  he 
shall  receive  Ambassadors  and  other  puUic  Ministers ; 
he  shall  take  Care  that  the  Laws  be  faithfully  executed, 
and  shall  Commission  all  the  officers  of  the  United 
States. 

Section,  4,  The  President,  Vice  President  and  all 
civil  Officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed  from 
Office  on  Impeachment  for,  and  Conviction  of,  Treason, 
Bribery,  or  other  high  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE  in. 

Section.  1.  The  judicial  Power  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  vested  in  one  supreme  Court,  and  in 
such  inferior  Courts  as  the  Congress  may  from  time  to 
^me  ord^n  and  establish.  The  Judges,  both  of  the 
supreme  and  inferior  Courts,  shall  hold  their  Offices 
during  good  Behavior,  and  shall,  at  stated  Times,  re- 
ceive for  their  Services,  a  Compensation,  which  shall  not 
be  diminished  during  their  Continuance  in  Office. 

Section.  2.  'The  judicial  Power  shall  extend  to  all 
Cases,  in  Law  and  Equity,  arising  under  this  Consti- 
tution, the  La-ws  of  the  United  States,  and  Treaties 
made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under    their   Authori- 
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ty; — to  all  Cases  affecfing  Ambassadors,  other  public 
Ministers,  and  Consuls ; — to  all  Cases  of  admiralty  and 
maritime  Jurisdiction ; — to  Controversies  to  which  the 
United  States  shall  be  a  Party ; — to  Controversies  be- 
tween two  or  more  States ; — between  a  State  and  Citizens 
of  another  State ; — between  Citizens  of  different  States, — 
between  Citizens  of  the  same  State  claiming  Lands  under 
Grants  of  different  States,  and  between  a  State,  or  the 
Citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  States,  Citizens  or  Subjects, 

'In  all  Cases  affecting  Ambassadors,  other  public 
Ministers  and  Consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  State 
shall  be  Party,  the  supreme  Court  shall  have  original 
Jurisdiction.  In  all  the  other  Cases  before  mentioned, 
the  supreme  Court  shall  have  appellate  Jurisdiction, 
both  as  to  Law  and  Fact,  with  such  Exceptions,  and 
under  such  Regulations  as  the  Congress  shall  make. 

'The  Trial  of  all  Crimes,  except  in  Cases  of  Im- 
peachment, shall  be  by  Jury;  and  such  Trial  shall 
be  held  in  the  State  where  the  said  Crimes  shall  have 
been  committed ;  but  when  not  committed  within  any 
State,  the  Trial  shall  be  at  such  Place  or  Places  as  the 
Congress  may  by  Law  have  directed. 

Sectios.  3.  'Treason  against  the  United  States, 
shall   consist  only  in  levying  War  against  them,  or  in 
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adhering  to  their  Enemies,  giving  them  Aid  and 
Conafort.  No  Person  shall  be  convicted  of  Treason 
unless  on  the  Testimony  of  two  Witnesses  to  the 
same  overt  Act,  or  on  Confession  in  open  Court. 

'The  Congress  shall  have  Power  to  declare  the 
Punishment  of  Treason,  but  no  Attainder  of  Trea- 
son shall  work  Corruption  of  Blood,  or  Forfeiture  except 
during  the  Life  of  the  Person  attainted. 

ARTICLE.  IV. 

Section.  1.  Full  Faith  and  Credit  shall  be  given 
in  each  State  to  the  public  Acts,  Records,  and  judi- 
cial Proceedings  of  every  other  State.  And  the  Con- 
gress may  by  general  Laws  prescribe  the  Manner  in 
which  such  Acts,  Records  and  Proceedings  shall  be 
proved,  and  the  Effect  thereof. 

Section.  2.  'The  Citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  Privileges  and  Immunities  of  Citizens  in 
the  several  States, 

>A  Person  charged  in  any  State  with  Treason,  Felony, 
or  other  Crime,  who  shall  flee  iJom  Justice,  and  be  found 
in  another  State,  shall  on  Demand  of  the  executive  Au- 
thority of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to 
be  removed  to  the  State  having  Jurisdiction  of  the  Crime. 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


20  CONSTITUTIOCT. 

'No  Person  held  to  Service  or  Labour  in  one  State, 
under  tiie  Laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall, 
in  Consequence  of  any  Law  or  Regulation  therein,  be 
discharged  from  such  Service  or  Labour,  but  shall  be 
delivered  up  on  Claim  of  the  Party  to  whom  such  Service 
or  Labour  may  be  due. 

Section.  3.  'New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Con- 
gress Into  thia  Union  ;  but  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or 
erected  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  any  other  State  ;  nor  any 
State  be  formed  by  the  Junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or 
Parts  of  States,  without  the  Consent  of  the  I 
of  the  States  concerned  as  well  as  of  the  C 

'The  Congress  shall  have  Power  to  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  Kules  and  Regulations  respecting  the 
Territory  or  other  Property  belonging  to  the  United 
States ;  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  Prejudice  any  Claims  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  particular  State. 

SsCTiON.  4.  The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to 
every  State  in  this  Union  a  Republican  Form  of  Go- 
vernment, and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  In- 
vasion ,  and  on  Application  of  the  Legislature,  or  of 
the  Executive  (when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  con- 
vnned)  against  domestic  Violence. 
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ARTICLE.  V. 

The  Congress,  whenever  two  tliirds  of  both  Houses  shall 
deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose  Amendments  to  this  Con- 
stitution, or,  on  the  Apphcationof  the  Legislatures  of  two 
thirds  of  the  several  States,  shall  call  a  Convention  for 
proposing  Amendments,  which,  in  either  Case,  shall  be 
valid  to  all  Intents  and  Purposes,  as  Part  of  this  Con- 
stitution, when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three  fourths 
of  the  several  States,  or  by  Conventions  in  three  fourths 
thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other  Mode  of  Ratification  may  be 
proposed  by  the  Congress ;  Provided  that  no  Amendment 
which  may  be  made  prior  to  the  Year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight  shall  in  any  Manner  affect  the  first 
and  fourth  Clauses  in  the  Ninth  Section  of  the  first  Article ; 
and  that  no  State,  without  its  Consent,  shall  be  deprived 
of  its  equal  Suffrage  in  the  Senate. 
ARTICLE.  VI. 

■  All  Debts  contracted  and  Engagements  entered 
into,  before  the  Adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall 
be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  this  Con- 
stitution, as  under  the  Confederation. 

'This  Constitution,  and  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States  which  shall  be  made  in  Pursuance  thereof;  and 
all  Treaties  made,  or  which  shal]  be  made,  under  the 
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authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme 
Law  of  the  Land ;  and  the  Judges  in  every  State  shall 
be  bound  thereby,  any  Thing  in  the  Constitution  or  Laws 
of  any  State  to  the  Contrary  notwithstanding. 

'The  Senators  and  Representatives  before  mentioned, 
and  the  Members  of  the  several  State  Legislatures,  and 
all  executive  and  judicial  Oihcers,  both  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  several  States,  shall  he  bound  by  Oath 
or  Affirmation,  to  support  this  Constitution ;  but  no  re- 
ligious Test  stall  ever  be  required  as  a  Qualification  to 
any  Office  or  public  Trust  under  the  United  States. 
ARTICLE.  VII. 
The  Ratification  of  the  Conventions  of  nine  States, 
shall  be  sufficient  for  the  Establishment  of  this  Consti- 
tution between  the  States  so  ratifying  the  Same. 

Done  in  Convention  by  the  Unanimous  Consent 
of  the  States  present  the  Seventeenth  Day  of  Sep- 
tember in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  Eighty  seven  and  of  the  Independance 
of  the  United  States  of  America  the  Twelfth  In 
'Witness  whereof  We  have  hereunto  subscribed 
our  Names, 

GEO  WASHINGTON— 
Preside  and  deputy  from   Virginia 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
John  Lawgdom,  Nicholas  Oilman. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Nathakikl  Gorham,  Bufus  Kiso. 

CONNECTICUT. 
W.M.  Saml.  Johnson,  Roger  SHKRalAf. 

NEW  YORK. 
Alkxakdeh  Hamilton. 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Wii.:  LiTiHGSTON,  David  Bbeari.kv, 

Wm.  Patehson,  Jona,  Daytos. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


B.  Franki,in, 

Thomas  Mifflin, 

RiJET.  Morris, 

Geo:   Cltmku, 

Tho:  F[TzsiMo.-is, 

Jared  Ingkhsoli,, 

James  Wilson, 

Gouv:  Morris, 

DELAWARE. 

Geo:  Read, 

GuNNiNH  Bedford,  Jan'r, 

John  Dickinson, 

Richard  Bassett, 

Jaco:  Beooji. 

MARYLAND. 

James  M'HKNRr 

Dan;  of  St.  Thos.  Jmifeb, 

Danl.  Carrdjx. 

VIRGINIA. 

John  Blair, 

James  Madison,  Jr., 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Wni.  Blount, 

Rich'd  Dobbs  Spaight, 

Hu.  Williamson. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
J.  Rdtlkdoe,  Charles  Cotesworth  Pjnckne7 

Charles  Pincenkt,  Pierce  Butler. 

GEORGIA. 
William  Few,  Abr.  Baldwin. 


Attest : 


WILLIAM  JACKSON,  Secrelary. 
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The  Constitution  was  adopted  on  the  Hth  September,  1787,  by 
the  Convention  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  tiie  Con- 
^i-esa  of  the  Confederation,  of  the  3Ist  February,  1787,  and  was 
ratified  by  the  Conventions  of  the  several  Slates,  as  follows,  via. : 
ByCi 


of  Delaware,               o 

n  the    7tli  December 

1787 

Pennsylvania, 

"     13th  December 

1787 

New  Jersey, 

"    ISih  December 

1787 

Georgia, 

"       2d   January, 

1788 

Connecticut, 

"       9tli  January, 

1788 

Massachusetts, 

"      6th  February, 

1788 

Maryland, 

"     28th  Aprii, 

1789 

South  Carolina, 

"    33d  May, 

1788 

New  Hampshire, 

"     21st  June, 

1788 

Virginia, 

"     2Gth  June, 

1783 

New  York, 

"     36tli  July, 

1788 

Nortii  Carolina, 

"     Slat  November 

1789 

Khode  Island, 

«    29th  May, 

1790 
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AETICLES 

IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  AMENDMENT  OF, 
THE  CONSTITUTION 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Proposed  hy  Congress,  and  ratA/ied  by  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  pursuant  to  the  Jifth  article  of  the 
original  Constitution. 

(ARTICLE  1.) 
Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establish- 
ment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  there- 
of; or  abrid^ng  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the 
press ;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assem- 
ble, and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress  of 
grievances. 

(ARTICLE  3.) 
A  well  regulated  Militia,  being  necessary  to  the  se- 
curity of  a  free  State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and 
bear  Arms,  shall  not  be  infringed. 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


26  CONSTITUTION. 

(ARTICLE  III.) 
No   Soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace  be  quartered  in 
any  house,  without  the  consent  of  the  Owner,  nor  in 
time  of  war,  hut  in  a  manner  to  he  prescribed  by  law. 
(ARTICLE  IV.) 
The   right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  per- 
sons, houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated,  and  bo  War- 
rants shali  issue,  but  upon  probable  cause,  supported  by 
Oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the  place 
to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized. 
(ARTICLE  V.) 
No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital,  or 
otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or 
indictment  of  a  Grand  Jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in 
the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  Militia,  when  in  ac- 
tual  service   in   time   of  War   or   public  danger ;  nor 
shall  any  person  be  subject  for  the  same  offence  to  be 
twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb ;  nor  shall  be  com- 
pelled  in   any  Criminal  Case  to  be  a  witness  against 
himself,  nor  be   deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or   property, 
without  due  process  of  law ;    nor  shall  private  proper- 
ty be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation. 
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(ARTICLE  VI.) 
In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy 
the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impar- 
fial  jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime 
shall  have  been  committed,  which  district  shall  have 
been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation ; 
to  be  coniix)nted  with  the  witnesses  against  him ; 
to  have  Compulsory  process  for  obtaining  "Witnesses 
in  his  favour,  and  to  have  the  Assistance  of  Counsel 
for  his  defence, 

(ARTICLE  VII.) 
In  Suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  con- 
troversy shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury  shall  be  preserved,  and  no  fact  tried  by  a  jury 
shall  be  otherwise  re-examined  in  any  Court  of  the 
United  States,  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the  com- 
mon law. 

(ARTICLE  VIII.) 
Excessive  bail  shall  not  be   required,  nor   excessive 
fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punisliments  in- 
flicted. 
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(ARTICLE  IX.) 
The    enumeration    in    the     Constitution,     of    certain 
rights,  shall    not   be   construed   to    deny  or  disparage 
others  retained  by  the  people. 

{ARTICLE  X.) 

The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
are  resen'cd  to  the  States  respectivelyj  or  to  the 
people. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
be  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity, 
commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United 
States  by  Citizens  of  another  State,  or  by  Citizens  or 
Subjects  of  any  Foreign  State. 

ARTICLE  Xn. 
The  Electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states, 
and  vote  by  ballot  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of 
the  same  state  with  themselves;  they  shal!  name  in 
their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  President,  and  in 
distinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice-President, 
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and  they  shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for 
as  President,  and  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  of  tlie  number  of  votes  for  each,  which  lists  they 
shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit  sealed  to  the  seat 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate ; — The  President  of  the 
Senate  shall,  in  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  open  all  the  certificates  and  the  votes 
shall  then  be  counted ; — The  person  having  the  great- 
est number  of  votes  for  President,  shall  be  the  Presi- 
dent, if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  Electors  appointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  such 
majority,  tben  from  the  persons  having  the  highest 
numbers  not  exceeding  three  on  the  list  of  those  voted 
for  as  President,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
choose  immediately,  by  baliot,  the  President.  But  in 
choosing  the  President,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states, 
the  representation  from  each  state  having  one  vote ;  a 
quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or 
members  from  two-thirds  of  the  states,  and  a  majority 
of  al!  the  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  And 
if  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  not  choose  a  Pre- 
sident whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall  devolve 
upon  them,  before  t)ie  fourth  day  of  March  next  foi- 
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lowing,  then  the  Vice-President  shall  act  as  President, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  other  constitutional  dis- 
ability of  the  President.  The  person  having  the  great- 
est number  of  votes  as  Vice-President,  shall  he  the  Vice- 
President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  Electors  appointed,  and  if  no  person  have  a 
majority,  then  from  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list, 
the  Senate  shall  choose  the  Vice-President;  a  quorum 
for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
number  of  Senators,  and  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  But  no  person  consti- 
tulionaUy  ineligible  to  the  office  of  President  shall  be 
eligible  to  that  of  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 
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Tlie  following   is  prefixed  to    the  first  ten*  of  the  pre- 


CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Begun  Bvid  held  at  the  City  of  New  York,  on  Wednesday,  the  fourth 
of  March,  one  tliOQSand  seven  hundied  and  eighty-nine. 

The  Conventions  of  a  number  of  the  States,  having 
at  the  time  of  their  adopting  the  Constitution,  expressed 
a  desire,  in  order  to  prevent  misconstruction  or  abuse  of 
its  powers,  that  further  declaratory  and  restrictive  clauses 
eliould  be  added ;  And  as  extending  the  ground  of  public 
confidence  in  the  Government,  will  best  insure  the  bene- 
ficent ends  of  its  institution ; 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenfatiiies 

•  h  may  be  proper  here  to  state  that  12  arlLclcs  of  amendment  were 
proposed  ty  the  first  Congress,  of  which  but  10  were  ratified  by  the 
Slates— tha  first  and  second  in  order  not  having  been  ratified  by  the  re- 
quisite number  of  States. 

Article  the  fi ret,...  After  the  first  enumeration  required  by  the  first  Article 
of  the  Constitution,  there  shall  be  one  Representative  for  every  thirty  thou- 
sand, until  Uie  number  shall  amount  to  one  hundred,  after  which,  the  pro- 
portion shall  be  so  regulated  by  Congress,  that  there  shall  not  be  less  than 
one  hundred  Representatives,  nor  less  than  one  Keprescntative  for  every 
forty  thotisand  persons,  anlil  the  number  of  Keprcsentativea  shall  amount 
to  two  hundred,  after  which  the  proportion  shall  bo  so  regulated  by  Con- 
gress, that  there  shall  not  be  less  than  (wo  hundred  KepresentsUvcs,  nor 
Bore  than  one  Bepresenlative  for  every  fifty  thousand  persons. 

Article  second...,No  law,  varying  the  compensation  for  the  services 
of  the  Senators  and  Representa fives,  shall  take  effect,  until  an  election 
of  Representatives  shall  hive  iiilervpned. 
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of  the  United  Slates  ofJlmerlca,  in.  Congress  a 
two  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  That  the  following 
Artit'lcs  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  tbe  several 
States,  as  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  all,  or  any  of  which  articles,  when  ratified  by  three- 
fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  to  be  valid  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Constitution  ;  viz. 

Articles  in  addition  to,  and  Amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  of  America,  proposed  by  Con- 
gress, and  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 
pursuant  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  original  Constitution. 

The  first  ten  amendments  of  the  Constitution  were 
ratified  by  the  States  as  foDows,  viz. : 

By  New  Jersey,  20th  November,  1789. 

By  Maryland,  19th  December,  1789. 

By  North  Carolina,  22d  December,  1789. 

By  South  Carolina,  19th  January,  1790. 

By  New  Hampshire,  25th  January,  1790. 

By  Delaware,  28th  January,  1790. 

By  Pennsylvania,  10th  March,  1790. 

By  New  York,  27th  March,  1790. 

By  Rhode  Island,  15th  June,  1790. 

By  Vermont,  3  November,  1791. 

By  Virginia,  15  December,  1791. 
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The  following  is  prefixed  to  the  eleventh  of  tlie  preceding 

amendments  : 

THIRD  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES; 
At  the  first  session/  begun  and  /leld  at  t/ie  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  Monday  the 
second  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled, 
two  tliirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  That  the  following 
Article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  (he  United 
States ;  which  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  said 
Legislatures  shall  be  valid  as  part  of  the  said  Consti- 
tution, viz : 

Tfie  following  is  prefixed  to  the  twelfth  of  the  preceding 
amendments  : 
EIGHTH  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES; 
Mt  the  first  session,  begun  and  held  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  Territory  of  Columbia,  on  Monday  the 
seventeenth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled, 
Two  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  that  in  lieu  of  the 
third  paragraph  of  the  first  section  of  the  second  article 
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of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  following  be 
proposed  as  an  amendment  to  tlie  Constitnlion  of  the 
United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  tbree-fourths  of 
the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  shall  be  valid  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Constitution,  to 
wit: 

The  ten  first  of  the  preceding  amendments  were  pro- 
posed at  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress,  of  the 
United  States,  25  September,  1789,  and  were  finally 
ratified  by  the  constitutional  number  of  States,  on  the  15th 
day  of  December,  1791,  The  eleventh  amendment  was 
proposed  at  the  first  session  of  the  third  Congress,  5  March, 
1794,  and  was  declared  in  a  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  both  houses  of  Congress, 
dated  8th  January,  1798,  to  have  been  adopted  by  the 
constitutional  number  of  States.  The  twelfth  amendment 
was  proposed  at  the  first  session  of  the  eighth  Congress, 
12  December,  1803,  and  was  adopted  by  the  constitu- 
tional number  of  States  in  1804,  according  to  a  public 
notice  thereof  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  25th  Sep- 
tember, of  the  same  year. 
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DESIGN  OF  THE  ANALYSIS. 


1.  Every  subslantive  matter,  or  pciiit  roiilampd  in  eirh  artitle, 
section,  or  clause,  embracing  every  subject,  name  and  lefinition 
in  tbe  Constitution,  has  been  arrang^iJ  in  alpliabetical  ordpr  The 
entire  clause  in  which  each  word  so  arranged  oecnra,  being  given. 

3.  All  similar  words,  names,  or  terms  uaed  in  die  Constitution 
being  thus  brought  together,  saves  the  time  and  trouble  of  reading 
over  that  instrument  in  search  of  supposed  terms  or  provisions, 
which,  if  they  cannot  be  found  in  this  Alphibctical  Anfiysis.  will 
not  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  Under  the  head  of  eich  branch 
of  the  Government,  aa  Congress,  Senite,  House  of  ReproBpntative'', 
Executive  or  President,  Judiciary, &c  ,  will  be  found  even  power, 
duty,  privilege,  and  restriction  belonging  to  each,  and  jr  mt  or  con- 
current power  w  th  the  othe  branches.  In  like  manner,  all  provi- 
sions, regarding  States  legisla  res,  persona,  people,  citizens, 
powers,  offices,  laws  ele  ton  army,  militia,  navy,  and  every 
other  subject  conta  ned  n  1  e  Constitution,  will  all  respectively, 
be  found  under  o  e  h    d 

3.  By  this  arran  m  t  the  enti  e  instrument  is  resolved  into  its 
elements,  while  all  olaus  onta  ning  lilce  terms  or  provisions  are 
drawn  together  in  close  contact,  hy  the  strictly  alphabetiLil  posi- 
tron of  the  similar  terms  or  words  in  each,  which  proximitj  bnngs 
the  whole  into  one  view,  to  he  seen  at  i  glance,  and  being  thus 
presented  to  the  mind  at  once,  the  connection  k  more  eisijj  im- 
pressed upon  and  retained  in  the  memotj. 
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CHAPTER  2. 

The  Confederation  having  given  place  to  the  American  Union, 
under  the  Conatitotion  of  the  United  States,  it  waa  considered  on- 
neceaeary  to  insert,  in  the  Jirnt  and  second  editions  o/"  Ihis  book,  (he 
Articles  of  Confederation,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the  Delegates 
of  the  thirteen  Original  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  on  the  15th 
November,  1777 ;  ratified  by  eight  States,  on  the  9th  July,  1778 ; 
and  finally  ratified  by  all  tlie  States,  on  the  1st  March,  179 1 ; 
Iml  on  further  amnidtration,  those  articles  have  been  inserted  at  pnge 
471,  laertly  as  maiier  of  history,  aa  it  were  out  of  place  to  tningie 
that  inefficient  form  of  goyetnment  with  the  present  approved 
and  successful  system,  which  has  stood  the  test  of  more  than  half 
a  century,  and  which  is  destined,  under  Divine  Providence,  not 
only  to  perpetuate  the  happiness  and  safety  of  the  people 
of  the  United  Slates,  but  to  be  the  Great  Exemplar  of  Nations, 
when  governments  shall,  hy  the  natural  and  just  power  of  man,  be 
hrought  to  their  legitimate  purposes  and  uses — to  eslahlish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  ta  the 

The  matter  contained  in  this  chapter  exhibits  the  deplorable  con- 
dition of  the  finances  and  credit  of  the  government  under  the  old 
form,  and  the  incompetency  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation 
to  raise  a  revenue,  support  the  public  credit,  regulate  trade  or  com- 
merce, OT  to  provide  for  the  wants  and  safety  of  the  country ;  and 
it  is  intended  thereby  to  show  the  immediate  and  prominent  causes 
that  led  to  the  abandonment  of  that  inefficient  form,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  present  system  of  government;  and,  also,  to  show  the 
official  proceedings  by  which  the  change  was  effected  and  the  pre- 
sent Constitution  established. 

These  facts  and  proceedings  may  prove  a  warning  agdnst  the 
treasonable  suggestions  of  the  evil  spirit,  whose  insidious  and 
elluring  temptations  are,  not  unfrpquently,  directed  towards  Iho 
15  l--^ 
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most  ardent  and  honest  citizens,  whose  zeal  in  the  defence  of  tlie 
supposed  interests  of  a  part  of  the  Union  might  induce  them  even 
to  go  so  fal  as  to  calculate  the  value  of  the  Union  itself,  and  of  the 
Constif 

the  indi 
proceed: 

and  pro 
from  ih 

from  Ih 

port  its  mag-nificent  superstructure,  is  here  practically  made  ma-ni- 
fest,  and  every  true-hearted  American  citizen  v^ill  firmly  resolve, 
with  heart  and  hand,  and  sleepless  vigilance,  to  guard  the  Union, 
fortified  by  the  Constitulion,  as  the  citadel  of  our  liberties — the 
object  of  our  greatest  care,  and  the  consummation  of  our  earthly 


OFFICIAL  PROCEEDINGS,  AND  THE  CAUSES  WHICH 
LED  TO  THE  ADOPTION  AND  RATIFICATION  OF  THE 
CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

It  was  early  discovered  by  the  patriots  and  stateainen  of  the  Rosolu- 
lion,  that  a  bond  of  union,  to  connect  the  powers  and  raeaoB  of  the  colo- 
nies for  the  common  defence,  was  a  measure  of  absolute  neceesiiy ;  and 
henca  the  aasomblage  of  a  number  of  delegates,  chosen  and  appointed 
by  the  several  colonies  and  provinces  m  North  America,  to  meet  and 
hold  a  Congress  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  Carpenter's  Hall,  on  Monday, 
I'ne  5lh  September,  1774.  This  Congress  continued  to  act  under  the 
powers  separately  conferred  upon  the  delegates  by  the  respective  colo- 
nies, until  the  time  arrived  when,  from  their  palriotic  ardor,  the  delicacy 
of  their  position,  and  the  force  of  circumelances,  a  total  separation  from 
the  mother  comitry  became  necessary,  and  they  were  obliged  to  assume 
a  noble  aland  among  the  nations  of  the  earih.  Simultaneously  with  and 
consequent  upon  tbc  Dccliiratlun  of  Independence,  a  provision  for  an 
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BiJetniatB  national  govetnmont  became  so  manifesfljr  mdispenaable.  [hoi, 
on  the  llch  June,  1776.  it  was  resolved  thai  a  commiltes  be  Rppointed 
to  prepare  and  digest  the  form  of  a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  be- 
tween the  colonies.  After  due  deliberation,  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion were  agreed  lo,  in  Congress,  on  15th  November,  1777,  subject  to 
the  raliRcatian  of  the  eeveral  Slates.  The  ratiUcalion  by  eight  Stales 
was  announced  on  the  9th  July,  1778 ;  but  niEiny  objections  were  urged 
to  these  articles,  and  so  reluctantly  did  some  ol'  the  States  part  with  a 
portion  of  their  powers,  that  it  was  not  until  the  1st  March,  1781,  that 
these  articles  were  tiilly  ratified ;  and  no  sooner  were  they  ratified  than 
(indeed  before  their  final  ratification)  it  was  found  that  the  powers  cun- 
ferred  by  them  upon  Congress  were  totally  inadequate  to  the  indispen- 
Bobla  purpoaCB  of  a  national  governmeiil.  The  defects  first  became  ap- 
parent in  the  want  of  the  necessary  means  of  raising  a  revenue,  and 
next  in  the  absence  of  power  to  regulate  or  control  the  foreign  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  country;  and  on  the  3d  February.  1781.  a  member 
from  New  Jersey  moved  a  recommendation  to  the  States  that  Congress 
be  vested  with  additional  powers  to  provide  means  for  paying  the  public 
debt,  and  prosecuting  the  existing  war,  by  laying  duties  on  imports  snd 
prixe  goods.  One  of  the  States  having  refused  to  comply  with  this  re- 
commendation, the  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee,  by  whom  iha 
following  report  was  made : 

1.  IN  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONf'EDERATION. 
MoHDAT,  December  16,  1783. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr. 
Filasimmons,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  30th  November,  irom 
the  honorable  William  Bradford,  speaker  of  the  lower  house  of  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  containing,  under  three  heads,  the 
reasons  of  that  Stale  for  refusing  their  compliance  with  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Congress  for  a  duty  on  imports  and  prize  goods  ;  report, 

That  they  flatter  themselves  the  Slate,  on  a  reconsideration  of  ills 
objections  they  have  ullered,  with  a  candid  attention  to  the  arguments 
which  Bland  in  opposition  lo  them,  will  be  induced  lo  retract  their  dis- 
sent, convinced  that  the  measure  is  supported  on  the  most  solid  grounds 
of  aqnal  jnatioe,  policy,  and  general  utility.  The  following  observa- 
tions, contrasted  with  each  bead  of  the  objections,  successively,  will 
rurnish  a  salisbctory  answer  to  the  whole. 

First  objection.   "  That  the  proposed  duty  would  be  unequal  in  iis 
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would  preaa  peculiarly  hard  upon  that  Stale  wliich  draws  its  chief  sup- 
port from  cominetce." 

The  moat  common  ejperlence,  joined  to  the  concurrent  opinions  of 
the  nbleat  commercial  and  political  obsorvera,  have  establiahBd  beyond 
controversy  this  general  principle,  "  that  every  duty  on  iniporta  is  incor- 
poiBled  with  ihe  price  of  the  commodity,  and  ultimately  paid  by  the 
coiiaumer,  with  a  profil  on  the  duty  itself,  aa  a  eontpenaation  to  the  mer- 
chant for  the  advance  of  hia  money.' ' 

The  merchant  considers  the  duty  demanded  by  the  State  on  the  im- 
ported  article,  in  the  aame  light  with  freight,  or  any  similar  charge,  and, 
adding  it  to  the  original  cost,  calculatea  his  profit  on  the  aggregate  sum. 
It  may  happen  that  at  particular  conjunctures,  where  the  markets  are 
overstocked,  and  there  is  a  competition  among  the  sellera,  thia  may  not 
be  practicable ;  but  m  the  general  course  of  trade  the  demand  for  con- 
eumplLon  preponderates ,  and  the  merchant  can  with  eaae  indemnify  him- 
self, and  even  obtain  a  profil  on  the  advance.  As  a  consumer,  ha  pays 
hia  share  of  the  duty ;  but  it  is  no  further  a  burden  upon  him.  The  con- 
eequencB  of  the  principle  laid  down  is,  that  every  class  of  the  commu- 
nity bears  its  ehare  of  the  duty  in  proportion  to  Its  consumption,  which 
last  is  regulated  by  the  comparative  wealth  of  the  respective  clasaes,  in 
conjunction  with  their  habits  of  expense  or  frugality.  The  rich  and 
luxurious  pay  in  proportion  to  their  riches  and  luxury ;  the  poor  and  par- 
eimoniauB,  in  proportion  to  their  poverty  and  parsimony.  A  chief  excel- 
lence of  this  mode  of.revenne  is,  that  it  preserves  a  just  measure  to  the 
abilities  of  individuals,  promotes  frugality,  and  taxes  extravagance.  The 
same  reasoning  in  our  situation  applies  to  the  intercourse  between  two 
States ;  if  one  imports  and  the  other  does  not,  the  latter  must  be  sup- 
plied by  the  former.  The  duly,  being  transferred  to  the  price  of  the 
commodity,  is  no  more  a  charge  on  the  importing  State  for  what  ia  cod- 
aumed  in  the  other,  than  it  ia  a  charge  on  the  merchant  for  what  is  con- 
sumed by  the  fanner  or  artificer.  Either  State  will  only  feel  the  burden 
in  a  ratio  to  its  consumption,  and  thia  will  be  in  a  ratio  to  its  population 
and  wealth.  What  happens  between  the  different  claseee  of  the  same 
community,  internally,  happens  between  the  two  States;  and  aa  the 
merchant,  in  the  first  case,  so  far  from  losing  the  duty  himself,  has  a 
profit  on  the  money  he  advancea  for  that  putpoao,  so  the  imporlitig 
State,  which,  in  the  second  case,  is  tha  merchajit  with  respect  to  the 
other,  ia  not  only  reimbursed  by  the  non-importing  Sinta,  but  haa  a  like 
benefit  on  the  dnty  advanced.  It  ia,  therefore,  the  reverse  of  a  just  po- 
sition, that  the  duty  proposed  will  bsai  hardest  on  the  most  commercial 
Slates  ;  it  will,  if  any  thing,  have  a  contraJy  effect,  though  not  in  a  suf- 
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firlcHl  degree  to  justify  an  objeciion  on  the  part  nf  llir,  non-im  pot  ling 
Stnies;  for  h  is  as  reasonable  they  ahoulil  alliiw  an  udvance  O'l  the  duty 
paid  as  on  the  first  eost,  freight,  or  any  incidental  charge.  1'hey  have 
also  other  advantages  in  the  measufe  fuily  equivalent  to  this  disadvan- 
tage. Over-nice  and  minute  calculations  in  matters  of  this  nature  are 
inconsistent  with  national  rneaaures,  and,  in  the  imperfect  stale  of  hu- 
man Btlairs,  would  stagnate  all  the  operations  of  government.  Absolute 
equality  is  not  to  be  obtained :  to  aim  at  it,  is  pursuing  a  shadow  at  the 
expense  of  the  substance,  and,  in  the  event,  we  should  find  ourselves 
wider  of  the  mark  lhai\  if,  in  the  first  instance,  we  were  content  to  ap. 
proach  it  with  moderation. 

Second  objection.  "That  the  recommendation  proposes  to  introduce 
into  that  and  the  other  States  ofSeeie  unknown  and  unaccountable  to 
them,  and  so  is  against  the  constilulioQ  of  the  Slate." 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  constitution  of  any  Stale  could  mean 
to  define  and  fix  the  precise  numbers  and  descriptions  of  all  oflicers  to 
be  perniitled  in  the  State,  excluding  the  creation  of  any  new  ones,  what- 
ever might  be  the  necessity  derived  from  that  variety  of  circumstances 
incident  to  all  political  institntions.  The  legislature  must  always  have 
a  discretionary  power  of  appointing  officers  not  expressly  known  to  th« 
constitution,  and  this  power  will  include  that  of  authorizing  the  federal 
government  to  mate  the  appointments,  in  cases  where  the  general  wel- 
fare may  require  it.  The  denial  of  this  would  prove  too  much  ;  to  wit, 
that  the  power  given  by  the  Confederation  to  Congrsas  to  appouil  all 
officers  in  the  post-office  was  illegal  and  unoonatllutional. 

The  doctrine  advanced  by  Rhode  Island  would  perhaps  prove,  also, 
that  the  Federal  Government  ought  to  have  the  appointment  of  no  inter- 
nal ofticers  whatever — a  position  that  would  defeat  all  the  provisions  of 
the  Confederation,  and  all  the  purposes  of  the  Union.  The  truth  is, 
that  no  federal  constitution  can  ejist  without  powers  that  in  their  eier- 
cisa  aifect  the  iniemal  police  of  the  component  members.  It  is  equally 
true,  that  no  government  can  ejdst  without  a  right  to  appoint  officers  for 
those  purposes  which  proceed  from  and  concentre  in  itself;  and  there- 
fore the  Confederation  has  es^pressly  declared  that  Congress  shall  have 
authority  to  appoint  all  such  "civil  officers  as  may  be  necessary  for 
managing  the  general  alfairs  of  the  United  Slates  under  their  direc- 
tion." All  that  can  be  required  is,  that  the  Federal  Government 
confine  its  appointments  to  such  as  it  is  empowered  to  make  by  the 
original  act  of  union,  or  by  the  subsequent  consent  of  the  parties ;  un- 
less there  should  be  aspress  words  of  eiclusion  in  the  constitution  of  a 
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Stills,  there  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  ia  within  ilie  compass  o) 
legislative  discretion  to  communicate  that  authority. 

Tlie  ptoprioty  of  doing  it  upon  iho  presonl  occasion  is  founded  on  sub- 
El  antia!  reasons. 

The  measure  proposed  is  a  measure  of  necEssity.  Repealed  eiperi- 
nieiits  have  shown  that  the  revenues  to  be  raised  within  these  Stales  ia 
altogether  inadequate  to  the  public  wants.  The  deficiency  can  only  be 
supplied  by  loans.  Our  apphcations  lo  the  foreign  powers  on  whosa 
friendship  we  depend  have  had  a  success  far  short  of  our  necessities. 
The  next  resource  is,  to  borrow  from  individuals.  These  will  neither  be 
actuated  by  generosity  nor  reasons  of  state,  'Tia  to  their  interest  alone 
wB  must  appeal.  To  conciliate  this,  we  must  not  only  stipulate  a 
proper  compensation  for  what  they  lend,  but  we  must  give  security  for 
the  performance.  We  must  pledge  an  ascertained  fund,  simple  and  pro- 
ductive  in  its  nature,  general  in  its  principle,  and  at  the  disposal  of  a 
single  will.  There  can  be  little  confidence  in  a  security  tinder  the  con- 
slant  revisal  of  thirteen  difiarenl  deUbatatives.  It  must,  once  for  all,  be 
defined  and  established  on  the  faith  of  the  States,  solemnly  pledged  lo 
eask  other,  and  not  revocable  by  any  without  a  breach  of  the  general 

'Tis  by  such  ejtpediems  that  nations  whose  resources  are  understood, 
whose  reputations  and  governments  are  erected  on  the  foundation  of 
ages,  are  enabled  to  obtain  a  solid  and  entensive  credit.  Would  it  be 
reasonable  in  us  to  hope  for  more  easy  terms,  who  have  so  recenliy 
assumed  our  rank  among  the  nations  !  Is  It  not  lo  bo  expected  that  in- 
dividuals will  he  cautious  in  lending  their  money  to  a  people  in  our  cir. 
cumstances,  and  that  ihey  will  at  least  require  the  best  security  we  can 
give? 

We  have  an  enemy  vigilant,  intriguing,  well  acquainted  with  our  de- 
fects and  embarrassments.  We  may  expect  that  he  will  make  every 
etfort  to  instil  diffidences  into  individuals  ;  and,  in  the  present  posture 
of  our  internal  B&irs,  he  will  have  Coo  plausible  ground  on  which  to 
tread.  Our  necessities  have  obliged  us  lo  embrace  measures  with  re- 
spect to  our  public  credit  calculated  (o  inspire  distrust.  The  preposses- 
sions on  tills  article  must  naturally  be  against  us,  and  it  is  therefore  in- 

be  the  most  obvious  and  striking. 

It  was  with  these  views  Congress  determined  on  a  general  ftmd ;  and 
the  one  they  have  recommended  must,  upon  a  thorough  examination, 
appear  to  have  fewer  inconveniances  than  any  other. 

It  has  been  remarked,  as  an  essential  pari  of  the  plan,  that  the  fund 
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should  depend  on  n  single  will.  This  will  nol  be  the  case  unlesB  iho 
collection,  as  well  as  llie  opproprialion,  is  under  [hecomrolof  the  United 
States;  for  it  is  evident  that,  after  the  dut/ ia  agreed  upon,  it  may,  in  a 
great  moaaure,  be  defeated  by  an  ineffectual  mode  of  levying  it.  'I'lie 
United  States  have  a  coniroon  interest  in  an  uniform  and  equally  eiier- 
Ijelic  collection;  and  not  only  policy,  but  justice  to  all  the  parta  of  the 
Union,  deBi;gnatee  the  utility  of  lodging  the  power  of  making  il  wheie 
the  inleresc  is  common.  Without  thia  it  might  m  reality  operate  as  a 
very  vaequal  tax. 

Third  objection.  "  That  by  grantmg  to  Congress  a  power  to  collect 
moneys  from  the  commerce  of  theae  Slates,  mdefinilely  as  lo  time  and 
quantity,  and  for  the  eipenditura  of  which  they  would  not  be  aceounl- 
able  10  the  Stales,  they  would  become  independent  of  their  constituents, 
and  eo  the  proposed  impost  is  repugnant  to  the  hberty  of  Ihe  United 
States." 

Admitting  the  principle  of  this  objection  to  be  true,  still  it  ought  to 
have  no  weight  in  the  present  case,  because  there  is  no  analogy  between 
the  principle  and  the  &cl. 

First.  The  fnad  proposed  is  suffieiently  definite  as  to  time,  because  it 
ia  only  eo.eitansive  with  the  esistenoe  of  the  debt  contracted  and  to  be 
contracted  in  the  course  of  the  war.  Congress  ara  persuaded  that  it  is 
SB  remote  ftom  the  intention  of  their  constitueiils  to  perpetuate  ihat 
debt,  aa  lo  extinguish  it  al  once  by  a  faithless  neglect  of  providing  the 
means  lo  fulfil  the  public  engagemenls.  Their  ability  to  discharge  it  in 
a  moderate  time  can  as  little  be  doubted  as  their  inclination;  and  the 
moment  that  debt  ceases,  the  duly,  ao  far  as  respects  the  present  pro- 

The  resolution  recommending  the  duty  specifies  the  object  of  il  lo  be 
the  discharge  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts  already  oonltaetcd, 
or  which  may  be  contracted,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  Statea  for  sup- 
porling  the  preaenl  war. 

Secondly.  The  rale  per  cent,  is  fijied,  and  it  is  not  at  the  option  of  the 
United  Slates  lo  increase  it.  Though  the  product  will  vary  according 
to  the  variations  m  trade,  yet,  as  there  is  thia  limilalion  of  the  rate,  il 
cannot  be  properly  said  to  be  indefinite  as  to  quantity. 

By  the  Confederation,  Congress  have  an  absolute  discretion  in  deter- 
minmg  the  quantum  of  revenue  requisite  for  the  national  expenditure. 
When  thia  is  done,  nothing  remains  for  the  States,  separately,  but  the 
mode  of  raising.  No  State  can  dispute  the  obligation  to  pay  the  sum 
demanded,  without  a  breach  of  the  Confederation ;  and  when  the  money 
comes  into  the  treasury,  the  appropriation  is  the  e.tclusive  province  of 
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llie  Federal  GoTernment.  Thia  provision  of  ihe  Confederalion  (ivithout 
which  [1  would  be  on  empty  Ibrm)  compreliemls  in  It  the  principle,  in  its 
fullesl  latilude,  wiiich  the  objection  under  consideration  Ircata  as  repug- 
naiil  to  the  liberty  of  the  United  States— to  wit,  an  indefinite  power  of 
prescribing  the  iguantit;  of  monef  to  be  raised,  and  of  appropriating  it 
when  raised. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  Stales,  individually,  having  tlie  collection  in  their 
own  hands,  may  refuse  a  compliance  with  eiorbitanl  demands,  the  Con- 
federation will  answer  that  this  is  b  point  of  which  they  have  no  consti- 
tutional liberty  to  judge.  Such  n  refusal  would  be  an  esertion  of  power, 
not  of  right ;  and  the  same  power  which  could  disregard  a  requisition 
made  on  the  authority  of  the  Confederation,  might  at  any  time  arrest 
the  collection  of  tha  duty. 

The  same  kind  of  responsibility  which  exists  with  respect  to  the  ei- 
penditure  of  the  money  furnished  in  the  forms  hitherto  practised,  would 
be  equally  applicable  to  the  reveiine  from  iha  imports. 

The  truth  is,  the  security  intended  to  the  general  liberty  in  the  Cou- 
fcderation  consists  in  the  frequent  election  and  m  the  rotation  of  tha 
members  of  Congress,  by  which  there  is  a  constant  and  an  effectual 
check  wpon  them.  This  is  the  security  which  the  people  in  every  Stale 
enjoy  against  the  iiBurpalions  of  their  internal  governments,  and  it  is  tha 
true  source  of  security  in  a  representative  republic.  The  Governmeiil, 
BO  constituted,  ought  to  have  the  means  necessary  to  answer  the  end  of 
its  institution.  By  weakening  its  hands  too  much,  it  may  be  rendered 
incapable  of  providing  for  (he  interior  harmony  or  the  exterior  defence 
of  the  Slate. 

The  measure  in  question,  if  not  wilhiu  the  letter,  is  withm  the  spirit, 
of  the  Confederation.  Congress,  by  that,  are  empowered  to  borrow 
money  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and,  by  implication,  to  concert 
the  means  necessary  to  accomplish  the  end.  But,  without  insisting  upon 
thia  argument,  if  the  Confederation  has  not  made  proper  provision  for 
the  exigencies  of  tha  States,  it  will  be  at  all  limes  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  suggest  further  provisions ;  and,  when  their  proposals  are  submitted 
to  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  States,  they  can  never  be  charged  with 
exceeding  the  bounds  of  their  trust.  Such  a  consent  is  the  basis  and 
sanction  of  the  Confederation,  which  expressly,  in  the  13th  article,  em- 
powers Congress  to  agree  to  and  propose  such  additional  provisions. 

The  remarks  hiiherto  made  have  had  reference  principally  to  the  fu- 
ture prosecution  of  the  war.  There  still  remains  an  interesting  light  in 
w  liich  the  subject  ought  to  be  viewed. 

the  United  Stales  have  already  contracted  a  debt  in  Europe,  and  in 
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Ihie  country,  for  which  iheit  faiLh  is  pledged.  Tlie  capital  of  this  debl 
can  only  be  discharged  by  degrees ;  but  a  fund  for  Ihia  purpose,  and  for 
paying  the  interest  annuully,  on  every  principle  of  policy  and  juatice, 
ought  to  ha  provided.  The  omiseion  will  be  the  deepest  ingratitude  and 
cruelty  to  a  large  number  of  meritorious  individuals,  who,  in  the  mosl 
critical  periods  of  the  war,  have  adventured  their  fortunes  in  support  of 
our  independence.     It  would  stamp  the  national  character  with  indelible 

An  annual  provision  for  the  purpose  will  be  loo  precarious.  If  its  con- 
tinuance and  application  were  certain,  it  would  not  afford  complete  re- 
lief. With  many,  the  regular  payment  of  interest,  by  occoeional  grants, 
would  Bufiice;  but  with  many  more  it  would  not.  These  want  the  use 
of  the  principal  itself,  and  ihey  have  a  right  to  it ;  but,  since  it  ia  not  in 
our  power  to  pay  off  the  principal,  the  next  expedient  is  to  tiind  the  debt 
and  render  the  evidences  of  it  negotiable. 

Besides  the  advantage  to  individuals  from  this  arrangement,  the  actii-e 
stock  of  the  nation  would  be  increased  by  the  whole  amount  of  the  do- 
to  liie  public  wanta ;  the  national  credit  would  revive  and  stand  hereafter 

This  waa  another  object  of  the  proposed  duty. 

If  it  be  conceded  that  a  similar  fund  ia  necessary,  it  can  hardly  be  dis- 
puted that  the  one  recommended  ia  the  most  eligible.  It  has  been 
already  shown  that  it  aflecta  all  parts  of  the  community  in  proportion  lo 
their  consumption,  and  has  therefore  the  best  pretensions  to  equality.  It 
is  the  most  agreeable  tax  to  the  people  that  can  be  imposed,  because  it 
is  paid  insensibly,  and  seems  to  be  voluntary. 

It  may  perhaps  be  imagined  that  it  is  unfavorable  lo  commerce ;  but 
the  conttary  can  easily  be  demonstrated.  It  has  been  seen  that  it  does 
not  diminish  the  profit  of  the  merchant,  and,  of  course,  can  be  no  dimi- 
nution of  his  inducements  to  trade.  It  ia  too  moderate  in  its  amount  to 
discourage  the  consumption  of  imported  goods,  and  cannot  on  that  ac- 
count abridge  the  extent  of  importations.  If  it  even  had  this  effect,  it 
would  be  an  advantage  lo  commerce,  by  leasening  the  proportion  of  our 
imports  to  our  exports,  and  inclining  the  balance  in  favor  of  this 
country. 

The  principal  thing  to  be  conanhed  for  the  advancement  of  commerce 
ia  to  promote  exports.  Ail  impediments  to  these,  either  by  way  of  pro- 
hibition or  by  increasing  the  prices  of  native  commodities,  decreasing  by 
thai  means  their  sale  and  consumption  at  foreign  markets,  are  injurious. 
Dulles  on  exports  have  this  operation.    For  the  same  reason,  la^^;a  Oii 
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posscEsiona  and  Iha  articles  of  our  own  growth  or  manufacture,  -.vhelher 
in  the  form  of  a  land  tax,  excise,  or  any  other,  are  more  hurtful  to  trade 
(han  impost  duties.  The  tendency  of  all  such  ta^iea  is  to  increaae  the 
prices  of  those  articles  which  are  the  objects  of  exportation,  and  to  ena- 
ble others  to  undersell  us  abroad.  The  farmer,  if  he  pays  a  iieavy  land 
tax,  niuat  endeavor  to  get  more  for  the  products  of  his  farm :  the  me- 
chanic and  laborer,  if  they  find  the  necessaries  of  life  grow  dearer  by  an 
excise,  niusi  endeavor  lo  exact  higher  wages ;  and  these  causes  will  pro- 
duce an  increase  of  prices  within,  and  operate  ogainat  foreign  coiit- 

It  ia  not,  however,  to  be  inferred  that  the  whole  revenue  ought  to  be 
drawn  from  imports ;  all  extremes  are  to  be  rejected.  The  chief  thing 
(0  be  attended  to  is,  that  the  weight  of  the  iBxes  fall  not  too  heavily,  in 
the  first  instance,  upon  particular  parts  of  the  community.  A  judicious 
dislributioD  to  all  kinds  of  taxable  property  is  a  first  principle  m  taxa- 
tion. The  tendency  of  these  observations  is  only  to  show  that  taxes  on 
possessions — on  articles  of  our  own  growth  and  manufacture — ate  more 
prejudicial  to  trade  than  duties  on  imports. 

The  observations  which  conclude  the  letter  on  which  these  remarks 
ore  made,  naturally  lead  to  reflections  that  deserve  the  serious  attention 
of  every  member  of  the  Union.  There  ia  a  happy  mean  between  too 
much  confidence  and  excessive  jealousy,  in  which  the  hoakh  and  pros- 
perhy  of  it  State  consist.  Either  extreme  is  a  dangerous  vice  i  the  first 
is  a  temptation  lo  men  in  power  to  arrogate  more  than  they  have  a  right 
to ;  the  latter  enervates  government,  prevents  system  in  the  administra- 
tion, defeats  the  most  salutary  measuiee,  breeds  confusion  in  the  State, 
disgusts  and  discontents  among  (he  people,  and  may  eventually  prove  as 
fetal  to  liberty  as  the  opposite  temper. 

It  is  certainly  pernicious  to  leave  any  government  in  a  situation  of  re. 
sponsibility  disproportioned  to  its  power. 

The  conduct  of  the  war  ia  intrusted  to  Congress,  and  the  public  ex- 
pectation turned  upon  them,  without  any  competent  means  at  their  com- 
mand to  satisfy  the  important  Iruff..  After  the  moat  full  and  solemn 
deUberation,  under  a  collective  view  ot  all  the  public  difficulties,  they 
recommend  a  meaaure  which  appears  to  them  the  corner-stone  of  the 
public  safety :  they  see  this  measure  suspended  for  near  two  years;  par- 
tially complied  with  by  some  of  (he  Stales;  rejected  by  one  of  tliem, 
and  in  danger  on  that  account  to  be  frustrated ;  the  public  embarrass- 
ments every  day  increosmg;  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  army  growing 
more  serious ;  the  other  creditors  of  the  public  clamormg  for  justice ; 
both  irrilaled  by  the  delay  of  measures  for  theu-  present  relief  or  future 
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feriiig,  and  the  national  safely  at  the  mercy  of  events. 

This  slate  of  things  cajinot  but  ba  sitremely  painful  to  Congress,  and 
appear  to  your  committee  lo  make  it  their  duly  to  be  urgent  to  obviate 
the  evils  with  which  it  ia  pregnant. 

Mesolved,  That  Congress  Bgrea  to  the  said  report. 

2.  IN  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION. 
FttiDiY,  April  18,  1763. 

Resolutions  were  passed  recommending  to  the  several  States  to  invest 
the  Congress  with  certain  specified  powers  for  raising  revenue  to  restore 
and  maintain  the  public  credit,  &c.  These  resolutions  worn  transmitted 
lo  the  several  Slates,  with  an  address,  prepared  by  a  committee  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  adopted  by 
Congtesa  on  the  26lh  April,  1783.  The  resolutions,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
dress,  consiat,  for  the  most  pan,  of  propositions  and  recomroendations 
concerning  the  fiscal  measures  necessary  to  be  adopted ;  from  tlie  latter, 
however,  it  is  considered  proper  to  make  the  fallowing  eilracis; 

"  The  plan  thus  comrounicatad  and  explamed  by  Congress  must  now 
receive  its  fale  from  their  constituents.  Ail  the  objects  comprised  in  it  are 
conceived  to  be  of  great  impormnce  to  ihe  happiness  of  this  confederaled 
republic,  are  necessary  to  render  the  fruits  of  the  Revolution  a  full  re- 
ward for  the  blood,  the  toils,  the  cares,  and  the  calamities  which  have 
purchased  it.  But  the  object  of  which  the  necessity  wilt  be  peculiarly 
felt,  and  which  it  is  peculiarly  ihe  duty  of  Congress  lo  inculcate,  is  the 
provision  recommended  for  the  national  debt.  Although  this  debl  is 
greater  than  could  have  been  wished,  it  is  still  !esa  on  the  whole  than 
could  have  been  expected,  and,  when  referred  lo  the  cause  in  which  it 
has  been  incurred,  and  compared  with  the  burdens  which  wars  of  ambi- 
tion and  of  THin-glory  have  entuled  on  other  nationa,  ought  to  be  borne, 
not  only  with  cheerfulness,  but  with  pride.  But  the  magnitude  of  the 
debt  makes  no  part  of  the  question.  It  is  auflicieni  that  the  debt  has 
been  ftiirly  contracted,  and  that  justice  and  good  f^th  demand  that  it 
should  be  fully  discharged.  Congress  had  no  option  but  between  dif- 
fereni  modea  of  discharging  it.  The  same  option  is  the  only  one  thai 
can  exist  with  the  States,  The  mode  which  has,  after  long  and  elabo- 
rate discussion,  been  preferred,  is,  we  are  persuaded,  the  least  objection- 
able of  any  that  would  have  been  equal  to  the  purpose.    Under  this  per 
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saasion,  we  call  upon  the  jnsticB  and  plighted  faith  of  the  eevera!  States, 
to  give  it  its  proper  effect,  to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of  rcjeeting  it, 
and  to  remember  that  Congreaa  will  not  be  answerable  for  them. 

"Let  it  be  remembered,  finally,  that  it  has  ever  been  the  pride  and 
boast  of  America  that  the  rights  for  which  she  contended  were  the  rights 
of  human  nature.  By  the  bleasings  of  the  Author  of  these  rights  on 
Ihe  means  excited  for  their  defence,  they  have  prevailed  against  all  op- 
position, and  form  the  basis  of  thirteen  independent  Statea.  No  instance 
has  heretofore  occurred,  nor  can  any  instance  be  expected  hereaiier  to 
occur,  in  which  the  unadulterated  forms  of  republican  government  can 
pretend  to  so  fair  an  opportunity  of  justifying  themselves  by  their  fruits. 
In  thiB  view,  the  eitiiens  of  the  United  States  are  responsible  for  the 
greatest  trust  ever  confided  to  a  political  society.  If  justice,  good  faith, 
honor,  gratitude,  and  all  the  other  qualities  which  ennoble  the  character 
of  B  nation,  and  fulfil  the  ends  of  government,  be  the  fruits  of  our  esta- 
blishments, the  causa  of  liberty  will  acquire  a  dignity  and  Itistre  which  it 
has  never  yet  enjoyed,  and  an  example  will  be  set  which  cannot  but 
have  the  most  favorable  influence  on  the  rights  of  mankind.  !f,  on  the 
other  side,  our  governments  ahotild  be  unfortunately  blotted  with  the  re- 
verse of  these  eardiual  and  essential  virtues,  the  great  cause  which  we 
have  engaged  to  vindicate  will  be  dishonored  and  betrayed,  the  last  and 
fairest  esperimenl  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  human  nature  will  be  turned 
against  them,  and  their  patrons  and  friends  exposed  to  be  insulted  and 
silenced  by  the  votaries  of  tyranny  and  usurpation. 

"By  order  of  the  United  States  m  Congress  assembled." 

3.  IN  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION. 
Wednesday,  14fril  30,  1784. 

Congress  assembled.  Present:  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolma,  and  South  Carolina. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  Jefl't^r- 
ipon,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  and  papers  relative  to  com- 
mercial matters  ;  and  the  same,  being  amended,  was  agreed  to  its 
follows: 

"The  irtist  reposed  in  Congress  renders  it  their  duty  to  be  attentive  to 
(he  conduct  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  prevent  or  restrain,  as  far  as  may 
te,  all  such  proceedings  as  might  prove  injurious  to  the  United  Stales. 
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ral  Slates;  and  few  objecls  of  grealer  importance  can  presenl  Ihcni- 
eclves  to  their  notice,  Tho  foituna  of  every  citisen  is  intereated  in  the 
pucceee  thereof,  for  it  is  liie  confltant  source  of  wealth  and  incentive  lo 
industry  ;  and  the  value  of  our  produce  and  our  land  must  ever  rise  or 
full  m  proportion  lo  the  proEperoue  or  adverse  state  of  trade. 

"Already  has  Gr6B.t  Briton  adopted  regulations  destructive  of  our  com- 
merce with  her  Weal  India  Islands.  There  waa  reaaon  to  expect  that 
qual  and  so  lilile  calculated  to  promote  mercantile  inter- 
!,  would  not  be  persevered  in  by  an  enlightened  nation.  But  these 
B  are  growing  into  system.  It  would  be  tho  duty  of  Congress, 
is  their  wish,  to  meet  the  attempts  of  Great  Britain  with  similar 
er  commerce ;  but  their  powers  on  this  head  are  not  ex- 
plicit, and  the  propositions  made  by  the  legislatures  of  the  several  Stmea 
render  it  necessary  to  take  tie  general  sense  of  the  Union  on  this 
subject. 

"Unless  the  United  Slates  in  Congress  osaembled  shall  bo  vested  with 
pov^ers  competent  to  the  protection  of  commerce,  they  can  never  com- 
mand reciprocal  advantages  in  trade;  and,  without  these,  our  foreign 
commerce  must  decline,  and  eventually  he  annihilated.  Hence  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  the  Statea  should  be  explicit,  and  fix  on  some  etfeclual 
mode  by  which  foreign  commerce  not  founded  on  principles  of  equality 
may  be  restrained. 

■'  That  the  United  States  may  be  enabled  to  secure  such  terms,  thay 
have 

"Seiolved,  That  it  be,  tmd  it  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States  to  vest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  power  to  prohibit  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  from  being  imported  into  or  exported  from  any 
of  the  States,  in  vessels  belonging  to  or  navigated  by  the  subjects  of  any 
power  with  whom  these  Stales  sliall  not  have  formed  treaties  of  com- 

"EeSBlvcd,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is.  recommended  to  tlie  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States  to  veat  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, for  tlie  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  the  power  of  prohibiting  the  sub- 
jeets  of  any  foreign  state,  kingdom,  or  empire,  unless  authoriied  by 
treaty,  from  importing  mlo  the  United  Stales  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer 
chandise,  which  are  not  the  produce  or  manu^cture  of  the  dominions  ot 
the  sovereign  whose  subjects  they  are. 

"  Provided,  That  to  all  acts  of  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assem. 
bled,  in  pursuance  of  ihe  above  powers,  the  assent  of  nine  Stales  shall 
L  H  necessary." 
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4.  IN  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONrEDERATlON. 

WEDNESDiY,  JdLY  13,  1785. 

Congress  took  info  conaidcrallon  ihe  report  of  a  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Spaight,  Mr.  Houstonn,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr. 
King,  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Monroe,  for  vesting  the  United  Slates  in  Con- 
gress assembled  with  the  power  of  regulating  trade ;  and,  the  same 
being  read, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  t< 

Congress  was  then  resolved  in 

Mr.  Holten  was  elected  to  the  chair. 

The  P.esident  resumed  the  chair  ;  and  Mr.  Holten  reported  that  tl 
committee  of  the  whole  liaye  had  under  consideration  the  subject  ri 
lerred  to  them,  but,  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  s 

JReioltied,  That  leave  be  granted. 


The  commillee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Spaight.  Mr.  Hous- 
toun.  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  King,  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Momoe,  submit  the  following  report : 

That  the  first  paragraph  of  the  ninth  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
be  altered,  so  as  to  read  thus,  viz  ; 

"  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  have  the  sole  and 
exclusive  right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  and  war,  except  in 
the  oases  mentioned  in  the  sisth  article— of  sending  and  receiving  em- 
bassadors— entering  into  treaties  and  alliances — of  regulating  the  trade 
of  the  Slates,  as  well  with  foreign  nations  as  with  each  other,  and  of 
laying  such  impost  and  duties  upon  imports  and  exporis  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  purpose ;  provided,  that  the  citizens  of  the  States  shall 
in  no  case  be  subjected  to  pay  higher  imposts  and  duties  than  those  im- 
posed on  the  subjects  of  foreign  powers  ;  provided,  also,  that  the  legis- 
lative power  of  the  several  States  shall  not  be  restrained  from  prohibit- 
uig  the  importation  or  exportation  of  any  species  of  goods  or  commodi- 
ties whatsoever ;  provided,  also,  that  all  such  duties  as  may  be  imposed 
shall  ba  collected  under  the  authority,  and  accrue  to  the  use.  of  the 
Slate  in  which  the  same  shall  he  payable ;  and  provided,  lastly,  that 
every  act  of  Congress  for  the  above  purpose  shall  have  ihe  assent  ol 
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nine  States  in  Congress  Bsaomblcd — of  establishing  rules  for  deiiiding  in 
eU  cases  what  qapiures  on  laud  or  water  siiall  bo  legal,  and  in  what 
manner  pxhea  taken  by  land  or  naval  farces  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates  shall  be  divided  or  appropriated — of  granting  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  in  tiine  of  peace — appointing  courle  for  the  trial  of  piracies 
and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  establishing  courts  for  re- 
ceiving and  determining  finally  appeals  in  all  cases  of  captures ;  providea 
thut  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be  appointed  judge  of  any  of  the  said 

That  the  following  letter  be  addressed  to  the  legislature  of  the  several 
Slates,  ehowing  the  principles  on  which  the  above  alteration  IB  pro- 

The  United  States  having  formed  treaties  of  commerce  with  the  most 
Christian  king  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  the  stales -general  of  the  United 
Netherlands  ;  and  having  appointed  miniiters  wth  full  authority  to  enter 
into  treaties  with  other  powers,  upon  bu  h  p  nc  pies  of  reciprocity  as 
may  piomofe  their  peace,  harmon  and  e  pe  e  mteresta, — it  be- 
coinesDecessary  that  such  internal  a  ange  e  s  I  ould  be  made  as  may 
strictly  comport  with  the  faith  of  those  ea  es  ad  nsure  success  to 
their  future  negoliations.  But,  in  I  e  pu  u  of  he  means  necessary 
for  the  attainment  of  these  ends,  con  derable  difhcttl  es  arise.  If  me 
legislature  of  each  State  adopts  its  own  measures  many  and  very  emi- 
nent disadvantages  must,  in  their  opinion,  necessarily  result  therefrom. 
They  apprehend  it  will  be  difficult  for  thirteen  different  legislatures,  act- 
ing separately  and  distinctly,  to  agree  in  the  same  interpretation  of  a 
treaty,  to  take  the  same  incasores  fol  carrying  it  into  effect,  and  to  Con- 
duct their  several  operations  upon  snch  principles  as  to  satisfy  those 
powers,  and  at  the  same  time  preserve  the  harmony  and  interests  of  the 
Union,  or  to  concur  in  those  measures  which  may  be  neceasary  to  coim- 
terael  the  policy  of  those  powers  with  whom  they  shall  not  be  able  to 
form  commercial  treaties,  and  who  avoid  it  merely  from  an  opinion  of 
their  imbecility  and  indecision.  And  if  the  several  States  levy  different 
duties  upon  their  particular  produce  exported  to  the  ports  of  (hose 
powers,  or  upon  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  those  powers  imported 
into  each  Stale,  either  in  vessels  navigated  by  and  belonging  to  the  cili' 
aens  of  these  Slates  or  the  subjects  of  those  powers,  it  will,  they  appre- 
hend, induce  on  their  part  similar  discriminatioiiH  in  the  duties  upon  the 
commercial  intercourse  with  each  State,  and  thereby  defeat  the  object 
of  those  treaties,  and  promote  the  designs  of  those  who  wish  to  profit 
from  their  embarrassment.  Unless  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled are  authorized  to  make  those  arrangements  which  become  ne 
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cesaary  under  their  trcatloa,  and  are  enabled  [o  carry  them  into  eflecl, 
Ihcy  cannot  complain  of  a  violation  of  them  on  the  part  of  other  powers. 
And  unless  tliey  act  in  concert  in  tho  system  of  policy  which  may  be 
necessary  to  frustrate  the  designs  of  those  powers  who  lay  injurious  re- 
etriunis  on  iheir  trade,  they  must  necessarily  become  the  victims  of 
their  own  indiscretion. 

The  common  principle  upon  which  a  friendly  commercial  interconrae  is 
conducted  between  independent  nations,  ia  that  of  reciprocal  advantages  ; 
and  if  this  is  not  obtained,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  losing  party  to 
make  such  ^rther  legulalioris,  consistently  with  the  &ith  of  treaties,  as 
will  remedy  the  evil,  and  secure  its  interests.  If,  then,  the  commercial 
regulations  of  any  foreign  power  contravene  the  interests  of  any  particu- 
lar Stale^if  they  refuse  admittance  to  its  produce  into  its  ports  upon  the 
same  terms  that  the  State  admits  its  manufactures  here,^whal  course 
will  it  take  to  remedy  the  evil  ?  If  it  makes  similar  regulations  to  conn- 
teract  those  of  that  power,  by  reciprocating  the  disadvantages  which  it 
feels,  by  impost  or  otherwise,  will  it  produce  the  desired  effect)  What 
operation  will  it  have  upon  the  neighboring  States?  Will  they  enter 
0  similar  regulations,  and  make  it  a  common  cause!  On  the  con- 
ry,  will  they  not,  in  pursuit  of  the  same  local  policy,  avail  themselves 
of  this  circamstance  to  turn  it  to  their  partieular  odvantagsl  Thus, 
ive  behold  the  several  States  taking  separate  measures  in  pursuit 
of  their  particular  interests  m  opposition  to  the  regulations  of  foreign 
powers,  and  separately  aiding  those  powers  to  defeat  the  regulations  of 
each  other ;  for,  unless  the  States  act  together,  there  is  no  plan  of  policy 
,0  which  they  can  separately  enter,  which  they  will  not  bo  separately 
erested  to  defeat,  and  of  course  all  their  measures  must  prove  vain 
and  abortive. 

The  policy  of  each  nation,  in  its  commercial  mtorcourse  with  other 
powers,  is  to  obtain,  if  possible,  the  principal  share  of  the  carriage  of 
iteriala  of  either  party ;  and  this  can  only  be  effected  by  laying 
higher  duties  upon  imports  and  eiports  in  foreign  vessels,  navigated  by 
ibjects  of  foreign  powers,  than  in  those  which  belong  to  and  are 
navigated  by  those  of  its  own  dominions.  This  principle  prevails,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  in  the  regulations  of  the  oldest  and  wisest  com- 
rcial  nations,  with  respect  to  each  other,  and  will,  of  course,  be  ex- 
iled to  these  States.  Unless,  therefore,  they  possess  a  reciprocal 
lei,  its  operation  must  produce  the  most  mischievous  effects.  Unable 
counteract  the  restrictions  of  those  powers  by  similar  restrictions 

ir  favor,  their  system  will  prevail.    Possessing  no  advantages  in  the 
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Is  of  his  own  counlry,  snd  EUbjecled  (o  much  higher  duliea  and  re- 
in those  of  other  powers,  it  wiH  necessarily  become  the  intercal 
of  the  American  mercham  to  ship  his  produce  in  foreign  boltomBi  of 
courae  their  prospects  of  national  consequence  must  decline,  their  nier- 
cliaata  become  only  the  agents  and  retailers  of  those  foreign  powers, 
their  extensive  forests  be  hewn  down  and  laid  waste  to  add  to  their 
strength  and  national  resources,  and  the  American  flag  be  rarely  seen 
upon  the  face  of  the  seas. 

But  if  ihoy  act  as  a  nation,  the  prospect  is  more  favorable  to  them. 
The  particular  interests  of  every  State  will  then  be  brought  forward, 
and  receive  a  federal  support.  Happily  for  them,  no  nieaauies  can  ba 
taken  to  promote  the  interests  of  either  which  will  not  equally  promote 
that  of  the  whole.  If  their  commerce  is  laid  under  injurious  restrictions 
in  foreign  ports,  by  going  hand  in  hand  in  confidence  together,  by  wise 
and  equitable  regulations,  they  will  the  more  easily  sustain  the  inconve- 
nience or  remedy  the  evil.  If  they  wish  to  cement  the  Union  by  tha 
strongest  ties  of  interest  and  affection;  if  they  wish  to  promote  its 
strength  and  grandeur,  founded  upon  that  of  each  individual  State, — 
every  consideration  of  local  as  well  as  of  federal  policy  urge  them  to 
adopt  the  fbllowing  recommendation.* 

The  situation  of  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  Union  requires  that  the 
several  legislatures  should  come  to  the  earliest  decision  on  the  subject, 
which  they  now  submit  to  their  consideration.  They  have  weighed  it 
with  that  profound  attention  which  is  due  to  so  important  an  object,  and 
are  fully  convinced  of  its  expedience.  A  further  delay  must  be  produc- 
tive of  inconvenience.  The.  interests  which  wll!  vest  in  every  part  of 
the  Union  must  soon  take  root  and  have  their  influence.  The  produce 
raised  upon  the  banks  of  those  great  rivers  and  lakes  which  have  their 
sources  high  op  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  continent  will  empty  ilselt 
into  the  Atlantic  in  different  directions ;  and,  of  course,  as  the  Slatea 

B  ng  0  he      s  wa  d  a  a  n  na  u    y  and  go  adm  ss  on  into  the  Con- 

f  de  a     n   w       heu-  government  becon  e  mo  e  compl  ca  ed.    Whether 

s      Uboaau   eofs  reng  h  and   veal  h  o  he  U    on,  must,  there- 

B        a  g  ea    dein-ee   d  pend  upon    he  measu  e    whi  h  may  be  now 

a dap  ed 

A  tempo     y  p  we    wou  d  no     n    he     op  n  on   enable  the  United 

'i  a  es    0  es  a     sh       e    n  e    s  s    no    a    a  n    h     sa  u  arj  object,  which 

y  p  opo  e        eepcaonha        w        ee       o      e  States,  and  re- 

a  n        h    hem    o      he        u  e    wo     i  lea  en         we  ^ht  with  foreipii 

•A  uS  ng  o  he  »1  e  a  on  p  opoied     '  e  p    tl 
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id  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
wers  should  elwsys  bo 


5.  IN  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION. 

Wedsesiuv,  FEuauARY  15,  17Se. 


The  commitfee,  consisling  of  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Pinokney,  Mr.  Kean, 
Mr.  Monroe,  and  Mr.  Pettjt,  lo  whom  were  referred  several  reports  and 
documents  concerning  the  system  of  general  revenue,  recommended  by 
Congress  on  the  leth  of  April,  1783,  report ; 

"That,  in  pursutince  of  the  above  reference,  they  have  carefiilly  ci- 
amined  the  acts  of  the  several  States,  relative  to  the  general  system  of 
revenue  recommended  hy  CongreBs  on  the  18th  of  April,  1783,  and  find 
that  the  States  of  Delaware  and  North  Carolina  have  passed  acta  in  full 
conformity  with  the  aeveral  parts  thereof;  the  former  of  which  Statas 
has  inserted  a  proviso  in  their  act,  reatraining  the  operation  thereof  until 
each  of  the  other  States  shall  have  made  a  like  and  equally  extensive 
grant;  that  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massaehusetta,  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  have  each  passed  acts  com- 
plying with  that  part  of  the  system  which  recommends  a  general  im- 
post, but  have  come  to  no  decision  on  the  other  part,  which  proposes  the 
Batablishment  of  funds,  supplementary  to  and  in  aid  of  the  general  im- 
post ;  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  passed  an  act  complying  wilh 
ths  recommendation  of  the  genera!  impost,  and  in  tlie  aame  act  has  de- 
clared that  their  proportion  or  quota  of  the  supplementary  fujida  shall  be 
raiaed  and  levied  on  the  persons  and  estates  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
State,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  thereof  shall  from  time  to  time 
direct;  with  this  proviso,  that  if  any  of  the  annual  proportion  of  the 
supplementary  funds  shall  be  otherwise  raised  and  paid  to  the  United 
tjtates,  then  such  annual  levy  or  tax  shall  be  discontinued.  The  com 
mittee  conceive  that  this  clause  is  rather  an  engagement  that  Pennsyl- 
vania will  provide  adequate  aupplomeniary  funds,  than  an  actual  esla- 
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bliehmenl  thereof;  nererlkcteas,  the  act  contalas  a  proviso  restraming 
ite  operation  nntil  eaeb  of  the  other  Slates  ehalt  have  passed  laws  in  liilt 
coLifomiLty  with  the  whole  ot  the  revenue  eystem  aforesaid.  The  com- 
miltea  further  find,  that  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  has  passed  an  act  on 
(his  subject,  but  so  different  from  the  plan  recommended,  and  so  wholly 
insufficient,  that  it  cannot  be  considered  as  a  compliance  with  any  part 
of  the  system  submitted  for  their  adoption ;  that  the  State  of  Maryland 
paaaed  an  act  in  1782,  and  a  supplement  thereto  in  1784,  complying  with 
the  recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  Febraary,  1781,  which  re- 
commendation  is  not  compatible  with,  and  was  relinquished  by,  the  re- 
solves of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  April,  1783;  but  that  neither  the 
Stale  of  Maryland,  New  Yorit,  nor  Georgia,  has  passed  any  act  in  pur- 
suance of  the  system  of  the  leth  of  April,  1783. 

"From  this  statement  it  appears  that  seven  States — viz  :  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massaohusetls,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  South  Carolina — have  granted  the  impost  in  such  manner  thai, 
if  the  other  six  States  had  made  similar  grants,  the  plan  of  the  general 
impost  might  immediately  begin  to  operate;  that  two  other  Stales — 
viz;  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware— have  also  granted  the  impost,  but 
have  connected  their  grants  with  provisoes,  which  will  suspend  their  ope- 
ration until  al!  the  other  States  shall  have  passed  laws  in  full  conformity 
with  the  whole  of  the  revenue  system  aforesaid  ;  that  two  only  of  these 
nine  Sialca— via  :  Delaware  and  North  CaroUna— have  fully  acceded  to 
that  system  in  all  its  parts ;  and  that  the  four  other  States — viz :  Rhod» 
Island,  New  York,  Maryland,  and  Georgia — have  not  decided  in  favor 
of  any  part  of  the  system  of  revenue  aforesaid,  ao  long  smce  and  so  re- 
peatedly presented  by  Congress  for  their  adoption. 

' '  The  committee  have  thought  it  their  duty  candidly  to  examine  the 
principles  of  this  system,  and  to  discover,  if  possible,  the  reasons  which 
have  prevented  its  adoption.  They  cannot  learn  that  any  member  of  tho 
Confederacy  has  stated  or  brought  for>vatd  any  objections  against  it ; 
and  the  result  of  their  impartial  inquiries  into  the  nature  and  operation 
of  the  plan,  has  been  a  clear  and  decided  opinion  that  the  system  itself 
is  more  free  from  well-founded  exceptions,  and  is  better  calculated  in 
receive  the  approbation  of  the  several  Stales,  than  any  other  that  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  can  devise. 

"In  the  course  of  this  inquiry,  it  most  clearly  appeared  that  the  re- 
quisitions of  Congress,  for  eight  years  pasl,  have  been  so  irregular  in 
theur  operation,  so  uncertain  in  their  collection,  and  so  evidently  unjirn- 
duclive,  that  a  reliance  on  them  in  future,  as  a  source  from  whence  moneys 
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lire  lo  be  drown  to  diacharge  the  engagements  of  the  Confederacy,  defi- 
uile  as  lliey  are  in  time  and  aaiounl,  would  be  not  less  diahonorabie  to 
the  undeiatandingsofthoae  who  enterltiinHUcti  confidence,  than  it  would 
be  dangeroua  to  the  welfare  and  peace  of  the  Union.  The  cammiKee 
are  therefore  seriously  impresaed  with  the  indispensable  obligation  that 
Congress  are  under  of  representing  to  tlie  imniediste  and  impartial  con- 
aidotation  of  the  several  States  the  ntter  imposaibility  of  maintaining 
end  preaerving  the  faith  of  the  Federal  Government  by  temporary  requi- 
eitions  on  the  States,  and  tbe  consequent  necessity  of  an  early  and  com- 
plflta  Hocesaion  of  all  the  States  to  the  revenoe  syslem  of  the  18lh  of 
April,  1783. 

"AllLough.  in  a  bnsinesa  of  this  magnitude  and  importance  to  the  re- 
spictive  States,  it  was  natural  to  expect  a  due  degree  of  caution,  and  a 
thoriugh  investigation  of  tha  system  recommended,  yet  the  committee 
cannot  forbear  to  remark  that  this  plan  has  been  under  reference  for 
neuly  three  yeara ;  that,  during  that  period,  numerous  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  delegations  of  every  Stale,  but  that  this  system  has 
received  the  repeated  approbation  of  each  successive  Congress,  and  that 
the  urgency  of  the  public  engagements  at  this  time  renders  it  the  un- 
questionable duty  of  the  several  Slates  to  adopt,  without  further  delay, 
those  tneasures  which  alone,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  can  pre 
seive  the  sacred  faith  of  the  Confederacy." 

•■  Thus  it  is  evidanl  that  the  sum  of  2,457,987  35.90ihs  dollars  only 
was  received  in  the  space  of  more  than  four  years,  when  the  requlelliona, 
in  the  most  forcible  manner,  pressed  on  the  States  the  payment  of  much 
larger  sums,  and  for  purposes  of  the  highest  national  importance.  It 
should  be  here  observed,  that  tlie  receipts  of  the  last  fourteen  months  of 
the  above  period  amoant  only  to  439, S97  Sl'90ths  dollars,  which  is  at 
the  rate  of  371 ,052  dollars  per  annum— a  sura  short  of  what  is  assentlally 
necessary  for  tbe  bare  maintenance  of  the  Federal  Government  on  the 
most  economical  establishment,' and  in  time  of  profound  peace. 

"  The  committee  observe,  with  great  concern,  that  the  security  of  the 
navigation  and  commerce  of  the  citizens  of  these  Slates  from  the  Bar- 
bary  powers,  the  protection  of  the  fi-ontier  inhabitants  from  the  savages, 
the  immediate  establishment  of  military  magaamea  m  difTerent  parts  of 
the  Union,  rendered  indispensable  by  the  principles  of  public  safety,  the 
maintenance  of  the  Federal  Government  at  home,  and  the  support  of  the 
public  servants  abroad,  each  and  all,  depend  upon  the  contributions  of 

essentially  neoeesary  for  these  important  objects  will  so  far  eiceed  the 
»ums  formerly  collected  from  the  Slates  by  taxes,  that  no  hope  can  be 
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indulged  of  being  able,  from  that  source,  to  make  any  remittances  Tot 
the  discharge  of  foreign  engsgeineiils, 

"  Thus  circumstanced,  after  the  moat  solemn  deliberation,  and  under 
the  fullest  conviction  that  the  public  embarrassments  are  such  its  abuv© 
represented,  and  that  they  are  daily  increasing,  the  committee  ate  of 
the  opinion  that  it  has  become  the  duty  of  Congress  to  declare,  most  es- 
plicllty,  that  the  crisis  has  arrived  when  the  people  of  these  United  Ststos, 
by  whose  will  and  for  whose  benefit  the  Federal  Government  was  Insli- 
tuled,  must  decide  whether  they  will  support  their  rank  as  a  nation,  by 
maintaining  the  pnblie  faith  at  home  and  abroad,  or  whether,  for  want 
of  a  timely  exertion  in  establishing  a  general  revenue,  and  thereby  giv- 
ing strength  to  the  Confederacy,  they  will  hazard  not  only  (ha  existence 
of  the  Onion,  but  of  those  great  and  invaluable  privileges  for  which  ihoy 
have  so  arduously  and  so  honorably  contended." 

Besolved.  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

And,  to  the  end  that  Congress  may  remain  wholly  acquitted  from 
every  imputation  of  a  want  of  attention  to  the  interest  and  welfare  of 

Eefolved,  That  the  requisitions  of  Congress  of  the  OTth  of  April, 
1784,  and  the  a7th  of  September,  17S5.  cannot  be  considered  as  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  system  of  general  revenue,  in  opposition  to  that  recom- 
mended to  the  several  Slates  by  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of 
April,  1783. 

Besolved,  That  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  18lh  of  April,  1783, 
recommending  a  system  of  general  revenue,  be  again  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  which  have  not 
fully  complied  with  the  same.  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  Legislatures  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  which  have  com- 
plied only  in  part  with  the  snid  system,  completely  to  adopt  the  same , 
and  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  Slates  of  Rhode  Island.  New  York.  Ma- 
ryland, and  Georgia,  which  have  not  adopted  the  said  system,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  to  pass  laws,  without  further  delay,  in  full  conformity 
with  the  same.  But,  as  It  is  highly  necessary  that  every  possible  aiA 
should,  in  the  most  expeditious  manner,  be  obtained  to  the  revenue  o! 
the  United  Stales,  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  several  Stales, 
that,  in  adopting  the  said  system,  they  enable  the  United  Stales  m  Con- 
gress assembled,  to  carry  into  effect  that  part  which  relates  to  the  im- 
post, so  soon  as  it  shall  be  acceded  to. 

Mesolved,  That,  whilst  Congress  are  denied  the  means  of  satisfying 
those  engagements  which  they  have  constitutionally  entered  into  for  Iho 
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common  benefit  of  ihe  Union,  ihey  hold  it  ihel;-  duty  to  warn  their  con. 
eliiuenta  that  Iha  most  fatal  evils  will  incvilobly  flow  from  a  breach 
of  public  faith,  pledged  by  solemn  contract,  and  a  violation  of  those 
principles  of  justice  which  are  the  only  solid  baaia  of  the  honor  and 
proHperity  of  nations. 

6.  IN  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION. 
Fkidat,  March  3,  1786. 
The  committee,  consiating  of  Mr.  Kean,  Mr.  Goihsm,  Mr,  Pinckney, 
Mr.  Smilli,  and  Mr.  Grayson,  to  whom  were  recommitied  sundry  papers 
and  documents  relative  to  commerce,  and  the  acts  passed  hy  the  Slates 
in  consequence  of  tlie  recommendations  of  Congress  of  the  30th  April, 
1784,  report — 

That  in  examining  the  laws  passed  by  the  States  in  congequenca 
of  the  act  ot  30ih  April,  1784,  they  find  that  four  States— namely,  Mas- 
BHChusells  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Virginia — have  enacted  laws 
conformable  tn  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  act,  but  have  re- 
Btramed  theu  operation  until  the  other  Slates  shall  have  Bubstantially 
complied 

That  three  Slates— namely,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mary- 
land— have  passed  laws  conforming  to  the  same,  but  have  determined 
tbe  time  fr)m  which  they  are  to  commence — the  first  from  the  time 
of  passing  their  act,  in  May,  1785;  and  the  two  latter  from  (he  SOih 
April   1784 

That  New  Hampshire,  hy  an  act  pasaed  the  a3d  June,  1783,  has 
granted  full  powers  to  regulate  their  trade,  hy  restrictions  or  dutiea,  for 
fifteen  years,  with  a  proviso  that  the  law  shall  be  suspended  until  the 
other  States  have  substantially  done  Ihe  same. 

That  Rhode  Island,  by  acts  passed  in  February  and  October,  17S5, 
has  granted  power  for  the  term  of  twenty-five  years  to  regulate  (rode 
between  the  respective  States,  and  of  prohibiting,  restraining,  or  regu- 
lating, the  importation  only  of  all  foreign  goods  in  any  ships  or  vessels 
other  than  those  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  navigated 
by  a  certain  proportion  of  citizens  ■,  and  also  with  a  proviso  restrictive 
of  its  operation  until  the  other  States  shall  have  substantially  complifid. 

Thai  North  Carolina,  by  an  act  passed  the  3d  June,  1784,  has  gtanred 
powers  similar  to  those  granted  by  Rhode  Island,  relative  to  foreign 
commerce,  bnt  unrestrained  in  duration,  and  clogged  with  a  clause  that 
whpn  all  the  States  shall  have  subalantially  complied  therewith,  it  shall 
become  an  article  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union. 
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The  result  is,  that  four  Slates  liave  fully  complied ;  Ihroe  others  hava 
also  complied,  but  have  deiermined  the  lime  of  commencement,  so  that 
(here  will  be  a  dissimilarity  in  the  duration  of  the  power  granted ;  that 
three  other  States  have  passed  laws  in  pursuance  ef  the  recommenda- 
tions, bnt  80  inconsonant  to  tliem,  both  in  letter  and  spirit,  that  they 
cannot  bs  deemed  compliances  ;  and  that  three  other  States  have  passed 
no  acta  whatever. 

That,  although  the  powers  to  be  vested  by  the  recomtnendatione  do 
not  embrace  every  object  which  may  be  necessary  in  a  well-formed  sys- 
tem, yet,  as  many  beneficial  effects  may  be  expected  from  them,  the 
committee  think  it  the  duty  of  Congress  again  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  States  to  this  subject,  the  longer  delay  of  which  mnat  be  attended 
with  very  great  evils.    Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  the  recommendations  of  the  30th  April,  I7S4,  be  again 
presented  to  the  view  of  the  Slates  of  Delaware,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  ond  that  they  be  most  earnestly  called  npon  to  grant  powers 
conformable  thereto. 

Eeaelved,  Thai  the  Slates  of  New  Hampshh-e,  Rhode  Island,  and 
North  Carolina,  be  solicited  to  reconsider  their  acts,  and  to  make  them 
agreeable  to  the  recommendations  of  the  30th  April,  1784. 

Eesolved,  That  the  time  for  which  the  power  nnder  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  30lh  April,  1784,  is  to  conlinne,  ought  to  commence  on  the 
day  that  Congress  shall  begin  to  eiercise  it ;  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  (he  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Connectlcnl,  and  Maryland,  to  amend 
tlieir  acts  accordingly. 

7.  IN  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION. 

MoNDil    0  JS 

The   committee,    consisting         M      P      k  A 
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from,  BJiy  of  the  States,  in  veseela  belonging  lo,  or  ravigatod  by,  the 
subjects  of  any  power  with  whom  these  Slates  shall  not  have  funned 
treaties  of  commerce;  that  1  hey  also  recommended  to  the  legisloiures 
of  the  said  States  to  vest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for 
the  term  of  fifteen  years,  witb  the  power  of  prohibiting  the  subjects  of 
any  foreign  state,  kingdom,  or  empire,  nntess  authorized  by  treaty,  irom 
importing  into  the  United  States  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchaiidise, 
which  are  not  the  produce  or  manuiaciure  of  the  dominions  of  the  sove- 
reign whose  subjects  they  are ;  provided,  that  to  ail  acts  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  ossenibled,  in  pursuance  of  the  above  powers,  the 
assent  of  nine  Slates  shall  be  tjecessary .  The  committee  have  carefully 
examined  iha  acts  passed  by  the  several  States,  in  pursuance  of  the 
above  recommendation,  and  find  that  the  Slate  of  Delaware  has  passed 
an  act  in  fell  compliance  with  the  same ;  that  the  acts  of  the  States  of 
Massaohuselts,  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  and 
Georgia,  are  in  conformity  to  the  said  recommendation,  but  restrained 
in  their  operation  until  the  other  States  should  have  granted  powers 
equally  extensivo;  that  the  States  of  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Maryland,  have  passed  laws  agreeable  to  the  said  resolution,  but  have 
fixed  the  time  at  which  the  powers  thereby  invested  shall  begin  to  ope. 
rate,  and  not  left  the  same  lo  commence  at  the  time  at  which  Congress 
shall  begin  lo  exercise  it,  which  your  commillee  conceive  to  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  same;  Chat  South  Carolina,  by  an  act  passed  the 
llth  March,  1786,  has  invested  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled with  the  power  of  regulating  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
the  West  Indies,  and  all  other  external  or  foreign  trade  of  the  said 
States,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years  trom  the  passing  ol  the  said  act ; 
that  New  Hampshire,  by  their  act  of  the  23d  of  Jnne,  17S5,  invested 
the  United  States  m  Congress  assembled  with  the  iull  power  of  regu- 
lating Irade  for  fifteen  years,  by  restrictions  or  duties,  with  a  proviso 
suspending  its  operation  until  all  the  other  States  shall  have  done  the 
same ;  that  NoMh  Carolina,  by  then-  act  of  the  3d  of  June,  1784,  has 
authorized  their  delegates  to  agree  to  and  ratify  an  arlicle  or  articles  by 
which  Congress  shall  be  empowered  to  prohibit  the  importalion  of  all 
foreign  goods,  in  any  other  than  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  navigated  by  such  a  proportion  of  seamen,  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales,  as  may  be  agreed  to  by  Congress,  which,  when  agreed 
to  by  all  the  States,  shall  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation and  perpetual  Union.  From  the  above  review  of  the  acts 
passed  by  the  several  Slates  in  consequence  of  the  said  reconrnienda- 
[ion,  ii  appears   that,   though,    in  order  to  make    the  duration  of  (he 
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powers  equal,  il  will  be  necessary  for  (he  Slates  of  Con 
tylvania,  Maryland,  End  South  Carolina,  so  far  to  amend  thsir  acls  us 
10  permil:  ihe  a.uthoritiea  tlierein  granied  to  commence  their  operalion  at 
the  time  Congress  shall  begin  (o  exerciEe  ihem ;  yet  still  the  powera 
granted  by  them  and  by  the  Slates  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  bland, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virginia,  and  Georgia,  are  other- 
wise in  such  compliance  with  the  recommendalian,  that,  if  the  Stales 
of  New  Hampshire  and  North  Carolina  had  conformed  their  acta  to  the 
said  resolution,  agreeable  to  the  urgent  recommendDtion  of  Congress  of 
the  3d  of  March  last,  the  powers  therein  requested  might  immediately 
begin  to  operate.  The  committee,  however,  are  of  opinion  ihat  the  acts 
of  the  Statea  of  New  Hampshire  and  North  Carolina  manifest  bo  Ubetol 
a  disposition  to  grant  ihe  necessary  powers  upon  this  subject,  that  their 
not  having  complied  with  the  recommendation  of  March  last  must  be  at- 
tributed to  other  reasons  than  a  disinclination  in  them  to  adopt  measures 
similar  to  those  of  their  sister  Slates.  The  committee,  therefore,  con. 
ceive  it  unnecessary  to  detail  to  them  the  situation  of  our  commerce, 
languishing  under  the  most  ruinous  restrictions  in  foreign  ports,  or  the 
benefits  which  must  srise  from  the  due  and  equal  use  of  powers  compe- 
tent to  its  protection  and  support,  by  that  body  which  can  alone  bene- 
ficially, safely,  and  effeclually  eiorciae  the  same."     Whereupon, 

Semlved,  That  it  be  again  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  Slates  of  New  Hampshire  and  North  Carolina,  at  their  next  ses- 
sion, to  reconsider  their  acta,  and  pass  them  in  such  conformity  with  the 
reaolulions  of  the  30ih.  April,  \7M,  as  to  enable,  on  their  part,  the 
United  Slates  In  Congress  assembled  to  eierclse  the  powers  thereby 
invested,  as  soon  as  possible, 

Eeiolced,  That,  as  the  extent  and  duration  of  the  powers  to  be  exer- 
cised by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  under  ihe  rpcoiii- 
inendalion  above  mentioned,  ought  to  bo  equal,  it  be  recommended  to 
the  Legislatures  of  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  South 
Carolina,  so  far  to  amend  their  acta  as  to  vest  the  powers  therein  con- 
tained for  the  term  of  fifteen  years  from  the  day  on  which  Congress  shall 
begin  to  exercise  the  same. 

8.  REMARKS  ON  PROCEEDINGS  WHICH  IMMEDIATELY 
LED  TO  THE  FORMATION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 
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apparent  in  these  proceeding!!.  These  exertions  of  the  friends  of  liberty 
and  the  Union  basing  proved  unsuccessful,  and  having  completely  dis- 
closed the  incnmpetenoy  of  the  Confeileration  to  provide  for  (he  credil 
and  the  wants  of  the  country,  ot  to  fulfil  the  duties  and  obligatione  of  a 
general  governmenl,  nianifesled  (he  necessity  for  that  radicaJ  change  in  the 
system,  under  whose  povrerful  and  benign  influence  the  United  States  have 
arrived  at  their  present  condition  of  strength,  prosperity,  and  happiness. 

The  active  measures  which  immediaWly  led  to  the  accomplishmenl  of 
this  momentous  object,  appear  to  have  commenced  under  the  lead  of  tiie 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  through  the  patriotic  zeal  and  sagacity 
of  her  eminent  statesmen  :  justice,  however,  to  (he  great  Stale  of  New 
York,  and  to  the  distinguished  individuals  who,  al  that  day,  guided  her 
councils,  demands  the  insertion  of  the  proceedings,  which,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived, took  place  more  than  three  jears  before  those  in  Virginia,  and 
point  more  clearly  and  directly  to  the  necessity  for  adopting  Uie  present 
Ibroi  of  governmenl  than  Ibe  resolutions  of  Virginia.  The  ostensible 
object  of  the  latter  appearing  to  have  been,  to  vest  the  Congress  of  the 
Confederation  with  (he  power  of  regulating  the  general  trade  and  com- 
merce of  the  country.  The  act  of  Virginia,  however,  led  to  the  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  of  several  Slates  al  Annapolis,  who,  being  thus  as- 
sembled, availed  themselves  of  the  idea  adapted  by  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey, 
and  incorporated  in  the  commissions  to  her  deputies  inserted  in  tbia  chap- 
ter, "  extending  the  powers  of  their  deputieK  to  other  objects  than  those 
of  commerce,"  being  "an  improvement  on  (he  original  plan,  and  will 
deserve  In  be  incorporated  inlo  that  of  a  future  convention,"  &c. 

These  feels  prove,  that  the  credil  of  producing  the  vital  change  in  the 

belong  to  any  porliculaf  Stats  or  individual,  but  resulted  from  the  wide- 
spread conviction  of  the  wise  and  honeal  men,  and  true  patriots  with 
wliom  the  country  was  bleared  at  that  critical  and  eventful  period  in  its 
history,  which  will,  no  doubt,  become  more  apparent  on  the  completion 
ot  the  fifth  and  siith  series  of  Colonel  Force's  documentary  history  of  the 
Revolution. 

The  proceedings  in  New  York,  appearing  to  have  been  consequent 
upon  the  condition  of  affairs  as  indicated  in  a  previous  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, and  responsive  to  it,  the  insertion  of  that  resolution  previous  to 
(hose  proceedings,  appears  necessary  to  its  proper  understanding. 

9.  IN  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION. 
WedhesdaT,  May  32,  1783. 
On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr,  Root, 
Mr.  Lowell,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Clymer,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
letter  of  the  ITtli,  from  the  anperintendent  of  finance,  and  who  were  in- 
structed to  confer  with  the  said  superintendent : 
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Renolved,  That  Mr.  Rudedge  and  Mr.  Clymerbe  Dppointpd  to  repair 
forthwith  10  the  severd  States  southward  of  ihis,  and  Mr.  Montgomery 
End  Mr.  Root  t<j  the  Slates  eaalward  j  and  that  they  be,  and  hereby  are 
instructed  to  make  such  representations  to  the  several  Slates,  as  aj'e  best 
adapted  to  iheir  respective  circumstances  and  the  present  situation  of 
public  aff^rs,  and  as  ma;  induce  them  to  carry  the  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress into  eflecl  with  the  greatest  despatch ;  that  they  mate  the  like 
representations  to  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  before  they  leave  this  city, 
(Philadelphia:)  thai  previous  to  their  departure,  they  confer  with  tlia 
superintendent  of  finance,  the  secretary  of  war,  and  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  who  are  hereby  directed  to  communicale  to  Ihem  such 
information  from  their  respective  departments  as  may  be  most  conducive 
to  the  end  proposed. 


Si^NDiY,  July  31,  1783. 
George  Clinton,  esq..  Governor. 

A  copy  of  certain  reaolutiona  of  the  honorable  the  Senate,  delivered 
by  Mr.  Paine,  were  read,  and  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
hsiLse,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  with  the  message  of  the  honorable 
the  Senate,  of  the  I9th  inst.,  on  the  slate  of  the  nation. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
on  the  said  resolutions,  and  the  subject  of  the  said  message  ;  and  after 
eome  lime  spent  thereon,  Mr,  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Clark, 
from  the  said  committee,  reported,  that  the  committee  had  gone  through 
the  siud  resolutions  without  amendment,  which  he  was  directed  to  report 
to  the  House ;  and  he  delivered  the  said  resolutions  in  at  the  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  read,  and  in  the  words  following,  to  wit,  viz : 

Seiolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Legislature,  after  full  and  solemn 
consideration  of  the  several  matters  communicated  by  the  hon,  the  com- 
mittee of  Congress,  relating  lo  the  present  posture  of  our  affairs,  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  contained  in  a  letter  from  the  secretary  for  foreign 
af^a  respectmg  the  former,  as  well  as  of  the  representations  from  time 
to  lime  made  by  the  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 
relative  to  his  particular  department — thai  the  situation  of  these  Stales 
IS  in  a  peculiar  manner  critical,  and  aflbrds  the  strongest  reason  to  appre- 
hend, from  a  continuance  of  the  present  Conslituiion  of  the  Continenial 
Government,  a  subversion  of  public  credit,  and  consequences  highly 
dangerous  to  the  safety  and  independence  of  these  Stales 
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le  ihia  Legislature  ere  convinced  by  tho  befoie-men- 
3,  thai  natwiilislandmg  the  generous  intentions  of 
an  ally  from  whom  we  have  experienced,  and  doubtless  shall  still  ei- 
perience,  all  possible  support,  exigencies  may  arise  to  prevent  our  receiv- 
ing pecuniary  succours  hereafter,  in  any  degree  proponioned  to  our 
neoessitiea.  They  are  also  convinced,  from  facts  within  iheirown  know- 
ledge, that  (he  provisiona  made  by  ihe  reepeclive  States  for  cariying  on 
the  war,  are  not  only  inadequate  to  the  end,  but  must  continue  to  be  ao, 
while  there  is  an  adherence  to  the  principles  which  now  direct  the  opera- 
lion  of  public  measures. 

Eetalvcd,  That  it  is  also  ibe  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  that  the  present 
plan  instinited  by  Congress  for  the  administration  of  their  financea,  is 
founded  in  wisdom  and  sound  pohcy.  That  the  salutary  effects  of  it 
have  already  been  fell  in  an  extensive  degree;  and  that  after  bo  many 
violeol  shocks  sustained  by  the  public  credit,  a  failure  in  this  ayatem,  for 
want  of  the  support  which  tha  Stales  are  able  to  give,  would  be  produc- 
tive of  evils  too  pernicious  to  be  hazarded. 

Suohed,  TliDl  it  appears  to  this  Legislature,  that  the  present  British 
ministry,  with  a  disposition  not  less  hostile  than  that  of  their  predeces- 
sors, taught  by  experience  to  avoid  their  errors,  and  assuming  the  appear- 
ance of  moderation,  are  pursuing  a  scheme  calculated  to  oonciliole  in 
Europe,  and  seduce  in  America.  That  the  economical  arrangements 
ihey  appear  to  be  adopting,  are  adopted  to  enlarging  the  credit  of  their 
government,  and  midtiplying  its  resources,  ai  the  sanie  time  that  they 
serve  to  confirm  the  prepossessions  and  confidence  of  the  people ;  and 
that  ihe  plan  of  a  defensive  war  on  this  continent,  while  ihey  direct  all 
ihcir  Bltenlion  and  resources  to  the  augmentation  of  their  navy,  ia  that 
which  may  be  productive  of  consequences  ultimately  dangerous  to  the 
Uiiiled  States. 

Eesolved,  That  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  that  the  present 
system  of  these  Slates  exposes  the  common  cause  to  a  precarious  iaaue  j 
and  leaves  us  at  the  mercy  of  events  over  which  we  have  no  influence : 
a  conduct  estremely  unwise  in  any  nation,  and  at  all  times,  and  to  a 
change  of  which  we  are  impelled  at  this  juncture,  by  reasons  of  peculiar 
and  irresistible  weight ;  and  that  it  is  the  natural  tendency  of  the  weak- 
nesi,  and  disorders  in  our  national  measures,  to  spread  dilfidence  and 
distrust  among  the  people,  and  prepare  their  minds  to  receive  the  im- 
pressions the  enemy  vrish  to  make. 

Eciolved,  That  the  general  state  of  European  affairs,  as  ftr  as  ihey 
have  come  to  tha  knowledge  of  this  Legislature,  affords,  in  iheir  opinion, 
leaaonahle  ground  of  confidence,  and  assures  U3,  that  with  judicious  and 
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viBoroivB  exertion  on  our  pan,  we  may  rely  on  the  final  al 
olijecl ;  hut,  far  fiom  juslil'ying  indificrence  and  eecurily,  calls  upon  ua  by 
every  motive  of  honor,  good  faith,  and  patriotism,  without  delay,  to  unita 
in  some  eyetem  more  effectual,  for  producing  energy,  harmony,  and  con- 
sistency of  measures,  than  that  which  now  exists,  and  more  capable  of 
putting  the  common  canse  out  of  the  reach  of  contingencies. 

Eeiolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  LegialiUiii«,  the  radical  sonrce  of 
most  of  our  embarrasaments,  is  the  want  of  sufficient  power  in  Congress, 
tu  effectuate  that  ready  and  perfect  co-operation  of  the  ditlereni  Stales,  on 
which  their  immediate  safety  and  future  happiness  depend.  That  ex- 
perience has  demonstrated  the  Conlederation  to  be  defective  in  several 
essential  points,  particularly  in  not  vesting  the  Federal  Government  either 
with  a  power  of  providing  revenue  for  itself,  or  with  ascertained  and  pro- 
ductive funds,  secured  by  a  sanction  so  solemn  and  general,  as  would 
inspire  the  tiillesl  coniiiJence  in  them,  and  make  them  a  substantial  basis 
ol  credit.  That  these  defects  ought  to  be  without  loss  of  time  repaired ; 
tije  powers  of  Congress  extended,  a  solid  security  established  for  the 
payment  of  debts  already  incurred,  and  competent  means  provided  for 
iiiture  credit,  and  for  supplying  the  future  demands  of  the  war. 

Eesolved,  That  it  appears  evidently  to  this  Legislature,  that  the  annual 
income  of  these  States,  admitting  the  best  means  were  adopted  for  draw- 
ing out  their  resources,  would  fall  far  short  of  the  annual  expenditure  ; 
and  that  there  would  be  a  large  deficiency  to  be  supplied  on  the  credit 
of  these  States,  which,  if  it  should  be  inconvenient  for  those  powers  lo 
afford,  on  whose  friendship  me  justly  rely,  must  be  sought  for  from  indi- 
viduals, to  engage  whom  to  lend,  satisfactory  securities  must  he  pledged 
for  the  punctual  payment  of  interest,  and  the  final  redemption  of  the 
principal. 

Seeolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Legislature,  that  the  aforegoing  im- 
portant ends  can  never  be  attained  by  partial  deliberations  of  the  Stales 
separately ;  but  that  it  is  essential  to  the  common  welfare,  that  there 
should  be,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  conference  of  the  whole  on  the  subjoci  j 
and  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  this  purpose,  lo  propose  to  Congress 
to  recommend,  and  to  each  State  lo  adopt  the  measure  of  assembling  a 
general  convention  of  the  Stales,  specially  aulhori^ed  to  revise  and  amend 
the  Confederation,  reserving  a  right  to  the  respective  legislatures  to  rntily 

Hesiilvrd  mummaufly,  That  this  House  do  concur  with  the  honorable 
the  Senate,  in  the  said  resolutions. 

[Introduced  ajid  passed  in  Senate,  on  Saturday  morning,  July  20, 
I782.J 
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Btate  of  Niivv  York,  ) 
Secrelary't  OJlce.        ( 
I  certify  the  preceding  to  be  Itue  copies  uf  tertnin  concurrent  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senate  and  Aeserably  of  this  State,  copied  Irom  the  prinlei 
joumiil  of  the  asaembly  in  this  office. 

ARCH'D.  CAMPBELL,  Dtp.  Sec.  of  State. 
Mbany,  July  30,  1817, 


Wedhesdb-V,  30th  Novemeeb,  1783, 

Mr.  Alexander  White  reported,  according  to  order,  a  resolution  agreed 
to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  Monday  last,  respecting  com- 
merce ;  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  aAerwards  delivered  it  in 
at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read,  and  is  as  fot- 
lowelh ; 

Whereas  the  relative  situation  of  the  United  Slates  has  been  fonnd  on 
trial  tu  require  uniformity  in  their  commercial  regulations,  as  the  only 
effectual  policy  for  obtaining  in  the  ports  of  foreign  nations  a  stipulalion 
of  privileges  reciprocal  to  those  enjoyed  by  the  subjeels  of  such  nations 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  for  preventing  animosities  which  can- 
not fail  to  arise  among  the  several  Slates  from  the  interference  of  partial 
and  separate  regulations  ;  and  whereas  such  uniformity  can  be  best  con- 
certed atid  carried  into  efTect  by  the  federal  councils,  which,  having  been 
instituted  for  the  purpose  of  managing  the  interests  of  the  States  in 
cases  wliicli  cannot  so  well  be  provided  for  by  measures  individually 
pursued,  ouglit  to  be  invested  with  authority  in  this  case,  as  being  wilhjn 
the  reason  and  policy  of  their  institution: 

Knolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  delegates 
representing  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress  be  instructed  to  propose 
in  Congress  a  recommendation  to  the  Stales  in  union  to  authorize  thai 
assembly  to  regulate  their  trade,  on  the  following  pruiciples,  and  under 
the  following  qualifications : 

]st.  That  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled  be  authorized  to 
prohibit  vessels  belonging  to  any  foreign  nation  from  entering  any  of  the 
pons  thereof,  or  to  impose  any  duties  on  such  vessels  and  their  cargoes 
which  may  he  judged  necessary ;  all  such  prohibitions  and  duties  to  be 
uniform  throughout  the  United  Slates,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  latter  to 
DC  carried  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  within  which  ihey  shall  accrue. 
Bd.  Thai  no  State  bs  at  liberty  to  impose  duties  on  any  goods,  wares, 
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or  merchandise,  imported  by  land  or  by  water  from  any  otber  State,  but 
may  altogelher  prohibit  the  importation  from  any  Slate  of  any  patlicular 
species  or  description  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  wliith  the 
importation  is  at  the  same  time  prohibited  from  all  other  places  whaiso- 

3d.  That  no  act  of  Congtcaa  that  may  be  authorized,  os  hereby  pro- 
posed, shall  be  entered  into  by  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  confederated 
Stales,  nor  be  in  force  longer  than  thirteen  years. 

A  motion  wbs  made,  and,  the  question  being  put  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  words,  to  wil  -.  "  un- 
less continued  by  a  like  proportion  of  TOtes  within  one  year  immediately 
preceding  the  expiration  of  Ihe  said  period,  or  be  reviyed  in  like  manjier 
after  the  espiration  thereof,"    it   passed   in  tlie   negative :   ayes,    38; 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Turberville,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Wat- 
kins, 

Oi-dered,  That  the  names  of  the  ayes  and  noes,  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  said  amendment,  be  inserted  in  ilie  iournal. 

And  then  the  said  resolution,  being  again  read,  was,  on  the  question 


Thuhsday,  1st  Decembek,  1785. 
On  a  motion  made  to  the  following  effect ;  that  the  resolutions  reported 
from  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  and  agreed  lo  by  the  House  on 
yesterday,  containing  instructions  to  the  delegates  of  this  Common- 
wealth in  Congress,  respecting  commerce,  does  not,  from  a  mistolic, 
contain  the  sense  of  the  m^ority  of  this  House  that  voted  for  the  said 

Ordered,  therefore.  That  the  direction  to  send  the  said  resolution  to 
the  Senate  for  their  concurrence  he  rescinded,  and  that  this  House  do 
immediately  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  lo  re- 
consider the  said  resolution. 

li  was  resolved  in  the  HfHrmative :  ayes,  60 ;  noes,  33. 

The  House  then  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  committea  ol  the 
whole  house  on  the  said  resolution ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported  that  the  said 
committee  had,  according  lo  order,  had  the  said  resolution  tmder  their 
consideration,  ajid  had  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  Ihoy 
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lad  direclod  him  to  reporl  when  llie  House  ehouM  ihink  proper  lo  ro. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  said  report  do  lie  on  tlie  table. 

[With  the  same  ohjeol  in  Tiew,  Ihe  General  AsBsmbLy  of  Virginia  eventually 
laisati  8  different  coarse  lo  auain  il,  ai  will  be  seen  by  Ihe  snbjoined  resolution.] 

■a.  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
VIRGINIA. 

aiST  JiBUAKr,  1786. 
Sesolved,  That  Edmund  Randolph,  James  Madison,  junior,  Walter 
Jones,  Saiiit  ffeorge  Tnclter,  Meriwether  Smith,  David  Robs,  Willidm 
Ronald,  and  George  Mason,  esquires,  be  appointed  comini8sioners,who, 
or  any  five  of  whom,  shall  meet  such  com mie-iionora  BBmaybe  appointed 
By  the  other  States  in  the  Union  nt  a  time  and  place  to  be  agreed  on,  lo 


oji  fidhm  Ud  in  CongreBS 

m  ff  y        p  am        h  said  commis- 

sioners aholl  immediately  transmil;  to  the  several  Stales  copies  of  the 
preceding  raHolution,  with  a  circnlar  letlet  requesting  Iheir  concurrence 
therein,  and  proposing  a  lime  and  place  for  Ihe  meeting  aibresaid. 

Teet!  JOHN  EECKLEY,   C.  II.  D. 

J7S6,  January  2Ut. 

Acreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

H.  BROOKE,  C.  S. 

By  his  excellency,  Patrick  Henry,  esquire,  Governor  of  the  Common- 
weollh  of  Virginia,  it  is  hereby  certified  that  John  Becliley,  the 
person  subBcribing  the  above  resolve,  is  clerk  of  the  House  of 
f..  s.]  Delegates,  and  Ihal  due  faith  and  credit  is,  and  ought  to  be, 
paid  to  all  things  done  by  him  by  virtue  of  his  olScc.  Given 
under  my  hand  as  Governor,  and  under  the  seBl  of  the  Com- 
monwealih,  at  Richmond,  the  6th  day  of  July,  178S. 

P.  HENRY. 
[Cenaln  other  of  llie  Stales  came  readily  inln  llie  measure  propoaed,  and  a 
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13.  ANNAPOLIS.  IN  THE  STATE  OF  MARYLAND. 
September  11,  :1B&. 
At  a  meeting  of  commissionera  from  ihe  Slates  of  New  York,  New 
Juraey,  Pennaylvania,  Delaware,  and  Virginia ! 


Edmund  Randolph. 
James  Madison,  jun., 
St.  George  Tucker. 
Tench  CoxB. 
Mr.  Dicltinaon  was  unanimoasly  elected  chairman. 
The  commissioners  produced  their  credentials  from  their  respective 
Slates,  which  were  read. 

After  a  full  communication  of  senlimenla,  and  deliberate  consideration 

bled,  il  was  unanimously  agreed  that  a  committee  hs  appointed  lo  pre- 
pare a  draught  of  a  report  to  be  made  to  the  States  having  commission, 
era  attending  at  Ihia  meeting. 

Adjourned  till  Wednesday  morning. 

Wedhesdat,  Sefieubek  13,  1786. 

Mel  agreeable  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  reported  the  dranglit  of  the 
report ;  which  being  read,  the  meeting  proceeded  to  the  consideraliun 
thereof,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning. 

TuuKSDAT,  Sepiemeee  14,  1786. 

Mel  agreeable  to  adjournment. 

The  meeting  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  draught  of  the  report, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  and  amendments  made,  the  sciiio 
was  unanimously  agreed  to.  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 
To  the  honorable  the  Legislatures  of  Virginia,  Delaware,  PennsyWania, 

New  Jersey,  and  New  York,  the  commissioners  from  the  said  States, 

respectively,  assembled  at  Annapolis,  humbly  beg  leave  to  report : 

That,  pursuant  to  their  several  appoinlnients,  tliey  met  at  Annapolis, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on  the  11th  day  of  September  instant,  and 
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having  proceeded  to  a  comraunicalion  of  their  powers,  ihey  found  that 
llie  Slates  of  New  York.  Pennsylvatiiu,  and  Virginia,  had,  in  substance, 
and  nenrly  in  the  same  terms,  anthoiized  (heir  reapeclive  commissionera 
"  to  meet  saoh  commissionets  as  were  or  might  be  appointed  by  the 
other  States  in  the  Union,  at  such  time  and  place  as  should. be  Bgreed 
upon  by  the  said  commissioneta,  to  take  into  considcrarion  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  to  consider  how  far  an  uniform  system 
ill  their  commercial  intercourse  and  regulations  might  be  necessary  to 
their  common  interest  and  permanent  harmony,  and  to  report  to  the 
several  States  such  an  act  relative  to  this  great  object,  as,  when  unani- 
mously ratified  by  them,  would  enable  the  United  Stales  in  Cougresa 
assembled  efTeotually  to  provide  for  the  same." 

That  the  Slate  of  Delaware  had  given  similar  powers  to  their  com- 
missioners, with  this  difTevence  only,  that  the  act  to  be  framed  in  virtna 
of  these  powers  is  required  to  be  reported  "to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  to  be  agreed  to  by  them,  and  confirmed  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  every  State." 

That  the  State  of  New  Jersey  had  enlarged  the  object  of  their  ap- 
pointment, empowering  their  commissioners  "to  consider  how  fiir  on 
uniform  system  in  their  commercial  regulations  and  other  impvlant  m-il- 
ters  might  be  necessary  to  the  common  interest  and  permanent  harmony 
of  the  several  States;"  and  to  report  such  an  act  on  the  subject  as, 
when  ratified  by  them,  "would  enable  the  United  Slates  lo  Congress 
assembled  effectually  to  provide  for  (he  exigencies  of  the  Union  " 

That  appointments  of  commissioners  have  also  been  made  by  ihe 
States  of  New  Hampahu^,  Massachosetre,  Rhode  Island,  and  North 
Carolina,  none  of  whom,  however,  have  attended ;  but  that  no  informa- 
tion has  been  received  by  your  commissioners  of  any  appointment  having 
been  made  by  the  States  of  Connecticut,  Maryland,  South  Carolma,  or 

That,  the  eipreas  terms  of  (he  powers  to  your  commissioners  sup- 
posing a  deputation  from  all  (he  States,  and  having  for  object  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  United  States,  your  commissioners  did  not  con- 
ceive it  advisable  to  proceed  on  (he  business  of  iheir  mission  under  the 
circumstance  of  so  partial  and  defective  a  representation. 

Deeply  impressed,  however,  with  the  magniludeand  importance  of  tlie 
object  confided  1«  them  on  this  occasion,  your  commissioners  cannot  for- 
fcear  to  indulge  an  expression  of  their  earnest  and  unanimous  wish  that 
speedy  measures  may  be  taken  to  effect  a  general  meeting  of  the  States, 
in  a  future  convention  for  the  same  and  such  other  purposes  as  the  silua- 
lion  of  public  affurs  may  be  found  to  require. 
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a  expressing  ihis  wish,  or  in  inlimBling  any  oiner  senlimeni,  yoiir 
rs  should  seem  to  exceed  the  strict  bounds  of  tlieir  appoint- 
ment, they  enterl^u  a  full  coiilidence  thai  &  conduct  diclated  by  an  ans- 
iely  for  the  welfare  uf  the  United  Stiles  will  not  fail  to  receive  an  in- 
dulgent construction. 

In  ibis  persuasion,  your  commiasioners  submit  an  opinion,  that  the 

idea  of  extending  the  powers  of  their  deputies  to  other  objects  thou 

osc  of  commerce,  whicli  has  been  adopted  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 

porated  into  that  of  a  lliture  convention.  They  are  the  more  naturally 
led  10  this  conclusion,  aa,  in  the  course  of  their  reflections  on  the  sub- 
ject, they  have  been  induced  to  think  that  the  power  of  regulating  trade 
is  of  such  comprehensive  extent,  and  will  enter  so  far  into  the  genernl 
syalem  of  the  Federal  Government,  (hat  to  give  It  efficacy,  and  to  ob- 
viate questions  and  doubts  concerning  its  precise  nature  and  limits,  may 
require  a  correspondent  adjustment  of  other  parts  of  the  federal  system. 

That  there  are  important  defects  in  the  system  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, is  acknowledged  by  the  acts  of  all  those  Slates  which  have  con- 
curred in  the  present  meeting ;  that  the  defects,  upon  a  closer  examina- 
tion, may  be  found  greater  and  more  numerous  than  even  these  acts  Im- 
ply, is  at  least  so  far  probable,  from  the  embarrassments  which  charac- 
"erize  the  present  state  of  our  notional  affairs,  foreign  and  domestic,  as 
may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  merit  a  deliberate  and  candid  discussion, 
m  some  mode  which  will  unite  the  sentiments  and  councils  of  all  the 
States.  In  the  choice  of  the  mode,  your  commissioners  are  of  opinion 
that  a  convention  of  deputies  from  the  different  States,  for  the  special 
and  sole  purpose  of  entering  into  this  investigation,  and  digesting  a  plan 
for  supplying  such  defects  as  may  be  discovered  to  ejdat,  will  be  entitleu 
to  a  preference,  from  considerations  which  will  occur  without  being  par- 
ticularised. 

Your  commissioners  decline  an  enumeration  of  those  national  circum- 
stances on  which  their  opinion  respecting  the  propriety  of  a  future  con- 
vention, with  more  enlarged  powers,  is  founded,  aa  it  would  be  an  use- 
less intrusion  of  facts  and  observations,  most  of  which  have  bean  fre- 
quently the  subject  of  public  discussion,  and  none  of  which  can  have 
escaped  the  penetration  of  those  to  whom  they  would  in  thia  instance  be 
addressed.  They  are,  however,  of  a  nature  so  serious,  as,  in  the  view 
of  your  commisaioners,  to  render  the  situation  of  the  United  States  deli- 
cate and  critical,  calHng  for  an  exertion  of  the  united  virtue  and  wisdom 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Confederacy. 

Under  this  impression,  your  commissioners,  whh  the  most  respectful 
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dffBrcnce,  beg  leave  lo  suggest  iheir  unanimojis  conviclion.  that  il  mny 
essentially  tend  to  advance  the  intereals  of  ihe  Union,  if  ihe  Slates,  by 
whom  ihey  have  been  respectively  delegated,  would  ihemfielves  concur, 
and  use  iheir  endeavol^  lo  procure  ihe  concurrence  of  ihe  olher  Slates  in 
the  appointment  of  commissioners,  to  meet  al  Fliiladelphia  an  the  second 
Monday  in  May  next,  lo  take  into  consideralion  the  situation  of  [he 
United  States,  to  devise  such  funber  pioviaions  aa  shall  appear  lo  ihem 
necessary  lo  tender  the  Constitution  of  the  Federal  Government  adequate 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  Unian ;  and  to  report  such  an  act  for  that  purpose 
to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  as,  when  agreed  to  by  them, 
and  afterwards  continned  by  the  legislatures  of  every  State,  will  effeetu- 
ally  provide  for  the  some. 

Though  your  commissioners  could  not  with  propriety  address  these 
ohaervationa  and  sentiments  to  any  but  the  States  Ihey  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  they  have  nevertheless  concluded,  from  motives  of  respeel,  lo 
transmit  copies  of  this  report  lo  the  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled, 
and  to  the  executives  of  iho  olher  States. 
By  order  of  the  commissioners. 

Dated  at  Annapolis,  September  14,  1786. 

Eesohed,  That  Ihe  chairman  sign  the  aforegoing  report  in  behalf  of 


George  Read, 
John  Dickinson, 
Richard  Easseli. 


Then  adjourned  without  day. 


Edmund  Randolph, 
James  Madisou,  jun. 
St,  George  Tucker. 


U.  IN  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION 

Wednes         Ffb 
Congress  assembled;     P  H  h  R  d    C 

neclicul,  New  York,  New      r^       P     ns  D  V         a 

Maryland,  North  Carolina,  So       C       ma,  g 

The  report  of  a  Grand  C  mm  nsis  R      Da       5      V 

num,  Mr.  S.  AI.  Mitchell,  MmhM         d         dn        rv 
Mr,  N.  Mitchell.  Mr.  Fi.rte      M  B 
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Mr.  Few,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  14th  Seplember,  17B6,  from 
J.  Dickinson,  wrillen  at  ihe  request  of  iMimniasioners  from  the  Stales  of 
Virginia,  DeUwara,  Pennaylvanja,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York,  as- 
seiiibled  at  tJie  city  of  Annapolia,  together  wilh  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
tho  said  commiasionera  to  the  legislatures  of  the  States  by  whom  they 
were  appointed,  being  an  order  of  the  day,  was  called  up,  and  which  is 
contained  in  the  following  resolution,  viz  ; 

"  Congreas  having  bad  under  consideration  the  letter  of  John  Dickin- 
son, esq.,  chairman  of  the  commisBionera  who  aesemblcd  at  Annapolis 
during  the  last  year ;  also  the  proceedings  of  the  said  commissioneta ; 
and  entu^ly  comciding  with  them,  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  Federal 
Govemmenl,  and  the  necessity  of  devising  such  farther  provisions  as 
shall  render  the  aame  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union,  do  strongly 
recommend  to  the  different  iegialaturea  to  send  forward  delegates,  to  meet 
the  proposed  convention,  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  neil,  at  the  city 
of  Philadelphia." 

The  delegates  for  the  State  of  New  York  thereupon  laid  before  Con- 
gross  inslruciions  which  they  liad  received  from  their  constituents,  and, 
in  pursuance  of  ihe  said  instructions,  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 

'■  Thai  t  be  recommended  to  the  States  composing  the  Union  thai  a 
convenlion  of  representatives  from  the  said  States  respectively,  be  held 
at  ,  on  ,  fur  the  ptu'pose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Con 

federal  on  and  perpetual  union  between  llie  United  States  of  Araer  a 
and  reporting  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  and  to  1  e 
Stales  reapeuivelv  such  alterations  and  amendments  of  the  aa  d  Ar  cles 
of  Confederation,  as  the  representatives  met  in  such  conven  on  ehjli 
judge  proper  and  ncceasnry  to  render  them  adequate  to  the  p  esetvat  on 
and  support  of  the  Union." 

On  the  quealionto  postpone,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  the  yeia 
and  nays  being  required  by  the  delegates  for  New  York, 

Mailachusau Mr.  King,  ayl  ^^ 

Cimaecticut Mr.  Johnson,  ayi   .. 

S.Mitchell,  boI°"- 

New  York Mr.  Smith,  ay  ) 

Benson.  aJf^J' 

NeiB  Jersey Mr.  Cadwallader,  ay  ) 


liinglim 
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Ddaimm Mr.  N.  Mitchell, 

Maryland Mr.  Forrest, 

Virginia Mr.  Grayson, 

MsJisoii, 

N.  Carolina Mr.  Bloiml, 

Hawkins, 

S.  Carolina Mr.  Bull, 

Kean, 

Huger, 

Parker, 

Georgia Mr.  I 


=}■ 


So  the  quealion  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  the  delegates  for  Maasachuaetts,  to  post- 
pone  the  further  consideration  of  the  report,  in  order  to  take  into  con- 
sideration a  motion  which  they  read  in  their  place  ;  this  heing  agreed  lo, 
the  molion  of  the  delegates  for  Massachusetts  waa  taken  up,  and,  being 
amended,  waa  agreed  to,  as  follows  ; 

Whereas  there  ia  provision  in  Ihe  Articles  of  Confederation  and  per- 
petual Union,  for  making  alterations  therein,  by  the  assent  of  a  Congress 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  of  the  legialaturca  of  the  severni  States;  and 
whereas  experience  hath  evinced  that  there  are  defects  in  the  present 
Confederation,  ae  a  mean  lo  remedy  which  several  of  the  States,  and  par- 
ticularly Ihe  Staleof  New  York,  by  esprcasmatruotions  to  their  delegates 
i]i  Congress,  have  suggested  a  convention  for  the  purposes  expressed  in 
the  following  reaolution ;  and  such  convention  appearing  lo  be  the  moat 
probable  mean  of  establishing  itt  those  Slates  a  firm  National  Govern- 

ResoUed,  Thai,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  it  is  expedient,  that,  on 
the  second  Monday  in  May  next,  a  convention  of  delegatea,  who  shall 
have  been  appointed  by  the  several  States,  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  for 
the  sole  and  express  purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
and  reporting  to  Congress,  and  the  aevctal  legislatures,  such  alterations 
and  provisions  therein  as  shall,  when  agreed  to  in  Congress,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Stales,  render  the  Federal  Constitution  adequate  lo  ihe 
exigencies  of  Goveriimenl,  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 
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15.  Ads  of  the  several  Slates  for  the  appointiaent  <f  Deputies  to  meet 
in  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  farming  a  CoTistituUon  of  Gmern- 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  VIRGINIA. 
General  Assetnhly,  hegjin  and  held  at  the  public  buildings  in  the  cify  nf 

Bklinumd,  on  Monday,  the  ISlh  day  of  Oclober,  in  the  year  of  our 

lord  1786.    - 
AN  ACT  for  appoiiiiing  Deputies  from  this  Commonwealth  lo  a  Convcn- 

lion  proposed  lo  be  held  in  ihe  cily  of  Fhiladelphjo,  in  May  nexi,  for 

the  purpose  of  revising  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Whereas  the  coimniHsionera  who  assembled  al  Annapolis,  on  the  Hlh 
day  of  Seplember  laal,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  and  reporting  iho 
means  of  enabling  Congress  to  provide  effectually  for  the  commercial 
inlerestsoftheUnitedSlalea,  have  represented  the  necessity  of  eilending 
the  roviaion  of  the  Federal  system  to  all  its  defects,  and  have  recom- 
mended that  deputies  for  that  purpose  be  appointed  by  lbs  several  legis- 
latures, to  meet  in  convention,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  second 
day  of  May  nexi,  a  provision  which  was  preferable  lo  a  discussion  of  the 
subject  in  Congress,  where  il  might  he  loo  much  interrupted  by  ihe  ordi- 
nary business  before  them,  and  where  il  would,  besides,  be  deprived  of 
the  valuable  counsels  of  sundry  individuals  who  ai-e  disqualified  by  the 
Constitution,  or  laws  of  particniar  Stales,  or  restrained  by  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, irom  a  seat  in  that  assembly:  And  whereas  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  taking  into  view  the  actual  siluation 
of  the  Confederacy,  aa  well  as  rejecting  on  the  alarming  representations 
made,  from  time  lo  lime,  by  the  United  Stales  in  Congress,  particularly 
in  their  act  of  the  151h  day  of  February  last,  can  no  longer  doubt  that  iho 
crisis  is  arrived  at  which  the  good  people  of  America  are  to  decide  the 
solemn  question,  whether  they  will,  by  wise  and  magnanimous  cffotls, 
reap  the  just  fruits  of  that  independence  which  they  have  so  gloriously 
acquired,  and  of  that  Union  which  Ijiey  have  cemented  with  so  much  of 
their  common  blood,  or  whether,  by  giving  way  to  unmanly  jealousies 
and  prejudices,  or  lo  partial  and  transitory  interests,  they  will  renounca 
the  auspicious  blessings  prepared  for  them  by  the  Revolution,  and  furnish 
to  its  enemies  an  eventual  triumph  over  those  by  whose  virtue  and  valor 
it  has  been  accomplished :  And  whereas  the  same  noble  and  extended 
policy,  and  the  same  ffalcrnal  and  affectionate  sentiments  whioli  origin- 
ally determined  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  lo  unite  with  their 
brethren  of  the  other  States  in  eslablishing  a  Federal  Govemmenl,  can- 
not but  be  felt  VBilh  equal  force  now  as  motives  to  lay  aside  every  inferior 
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consideration,  and  to  concur  in  eixch  farther  concesBions  and  provisJoUB 
ae  may  be  necesBary  to  secure  the  great  objects  for  which  tliat  Govern- 
ment was  instituted,  and  to  render  the  United  States  as  happy  in  peacs 
as  they  hays  boen  glorioos  in  war  : 

Be  it  Ihsr^ore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  tke  CoTmaanweallh 
of  Virglma,  That  seven  commissioners  be  appointed  by  joiol  ballot  of 
both  Houses  of  Assembly,  who,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby  au- 
thorized, as  deputies  from  this  Commonwealth,  to  meet  euch  deputies 
as  may  be  appointed  and  authorized  by  other  States,  to  assemble  in  con- 
vention at  Philadelphia,  as  above  rcconunended,  and  to  join  with  them 
in  devising  and  discussing  all  such  alterations  and  fenher  provisions  aa 
may  be  necessary  to  render  the  Federal  Constitution  adcqualo  (o  the  esi- 
gencies  of  the  Union,  and,  in  reporting  such  an  act  for  that  purpose  to 
tlie  United  States  m  Congress,  as,  when  agreed  to  by  them,  and  duly  coti- 
firmed  by  Che  several  States,  will  efFectuallr  provide  for  the  same. 

And  be  it  furtheT  enacted.  That,   in  case  of  the  death  of  any  of  the 

hereby  authorized  to  supply  sucli  vacancies ;  and  the  Governor  is  re- 
quested to  transmit  forthwith  a  copy  of  this  act  to  the  United  States  in 
Congress,  and  to  the  executives  of  each  of  the  Stales  in  the  Union. 
(Signed)  JOHN  JONES, 

Speaker  of  He  Senate. 
JOSEPH  PRENTISS. 
Speaker  of  tie  House  of  ■  Delegate. 
A  true  copy  from  tho  enrollment. 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  Clerk  H.  D. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

MONDAT,  THE  4th  Of  DeoemEGR,  1786. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded,  by  joint 
ballot  v^ith  the  Senate,  to  the  appointment  of  seven  deputies  from  this 
Commonwealth  to  a  convention  proposed  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia in  May  nejt,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ;  and,  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot-boxes,  Mr. 
Corbin,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  David  Stewart,  Mr.  George  Nicholas.  Mr. 
Richard  Lee,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  Mr.  Goodall,  and  Mr. 
Turberville,  were  nominated  a  committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the 
Senate,  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly  wilh  them  to  eiamina 
mo  ballot-boiea   and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  m-yority  ot  the 
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toles  ahould  fall.  The  cotnmiltee  then  withdrew,  and  after  some  rimo 
relumed  into  the  House,  and  reportod  that  ihe  committee  had,  aooordiiig 
to  order,  met  a  committee  from  the  Senate  in  the  coniereiiee  chamber, 
and  jointly  with  them  examined  the  baQot-boxes,  and  found  a.  majority 
of  voles  in  &vor  of  George  Washington,  Patrick  Henry,  Edmund  Ran- 
dolph, John  Blair,  James  Madison,  George  Mason,  and  George  Wythe, 
esqrs.     Eilract  from  the  journal. 

JOHN  BECKLEY, 

aerk  House  Delegate!. 
Attest;  John  Becklet,  CTer*  H.  D. 

IN   THE  HOUSE   OF   SENATORS. 
Monday,  ise  4Ta  of  Decehbeh,  1786. 

The  Senate,  according  to  tlie  order  of  the  day,  proceeded,  by  joint 
ballot  with  the  House  of  Delegates,  to  llie  appointment  of  seven  depu- 
ties from  this  Commonwealth  to  a  convention  proposed  to  be  held  in  Iha 
city  of  Philadelphia  in  May  next,  for  the  purpose  of  revisitig  the  Federal 
Constitution  ;  and,  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  names 
of  the  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  ballot- 
boxes,  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Lee,  were  nominated  a 
committee  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  House  of  Delegates,  in  the 
conference  chamber,  and  jointly  with  them  to  examine  the  ballot-boxes, 
and  report  to  the  House  on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall.  The 
committee  then  withdrew,  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the  House, 
and  reported  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  met  a  commit- 
tee from  the  House  of  Delegates,  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  jointly 
with  them  examined  the  ballot-boxes,  and  found  a  majority  of  votes  in 
favor  of  George  Washington,  Patrick  Henry,  Edmund  Randolph,  John 
Blair,  James  Madison,  George  Mason,  and  George  Wythe,  esqrs.  Ex- 
tract from  the  journal. 

JOHN  BECKLEY,  Cleri  H.  D. 

Attest ;  H.  Bkook,  Clerk. 

[L.  B.]  VIRGINIA,  Jo  Biiij 

I  do  hereoy  certify  and  make  known,  to  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
thai  John  Beckley,  esq.,  is  clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates  for  this 
Commonweahh,  and  the  proper  officer  for  attesting  the  proceedings  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  and  that  full  faith 
and  fredit  ought  to  be  given  to  all  things  attested  by  the  said  John 
Beckley,  esq.,  by  virtue  of  his  ofHca  aforesaid. 
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Given  under  my  hand,  as  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
and  under  the  seal  ihereof,  at  Richmond,  this  Ibiitth  day  of  May,  1787. 

EDM.  RANDOLPH. 
[L.  s.]  VIRGINIA,  to  ml.- 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  Patrick  Henry,  Esq.,  one  of  the  seven  com- 
miasionets  appoinied  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  authorized  as  a  deputy  therefrom,  to  meet 
such  deputies  as  might  be  appointed  and  authorized  by  other  States,  to 
assemble  in  Philadelphia,  and  la  join  with  them  in  devising  and  discuss- 
uig  all  such  alteratians  and  further  proviaiona  as  might  be  necessary  to 
render  the  Federal  Constitution  adequate  to  the  ejigencies  of  the  Union, 
and  in  repotting  such  an  act  for  that  purpose  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress, as,  when  agreed  to  by  them,  and  duly  confirmed  by  the  several 
States,  might  efiectually  provide  for  the  same,  did  decline  his  appoint- 
ment aforesaid ;  and  thereupon,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  for  appointing 
deputies  from  this  Commonwealth  to  a  convention  proposed  to  be  held 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  IMay  next,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the 
Federal  Constitution,"  I  do  hereby,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council  of 
State,  supply  the  sdd  vacancy  by  nominatitig  James  McClurg,  esq.,  a 
deputy  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand,  as  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  and 
under  the  aeol  ihereof,  this  second  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1787. 

EDM.  RANDOLPH. 

THE  STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 
To  the  honorable  David  Brcarley,  William  Churchill  Houston,  William 
Pateraon,  and  John  Neilson,  esqrs.,  greeting! 
The  Council  and  Aesemhly,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in 
your  integrity,  prudence,  and  ability,  have,  at  a  joint  meeting,  appoinied 
you,  the  said  David  Brearley,  William  Churchill  Houston,  William  Pater- 
son,  and  John  Neilson,  esqrs.,  or  any  three  of  you,  commissioners,  10 
meet  such  commissioners  as  have  been  or  may  be  appointed  by  the  other 
States  of  the  Union,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Commonweallh 
of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  neit,  for  the  pnrposB 
of  taking  into  consideralicn  the  stale  of  the  Union,  as  lo  trade  and  other 
important  objects,  and  of  devising  such  other  provisions  as  shall  appear 
to  be  necessary  to  render  the  Constilulion  of  the  Federal  Government 
adequate  to  the  exigencies  thereof. 
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In  leslimony  whereof,  the  great  eesl  of  the  State  is  hereunto  affixed, 
Witiieafl  William  Livingston,  esq.,  Governor,  captain  general  and 
commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  tern- 
lories  thereunto  belonging,  chancellor  and  ordinary  in  the  same,  at 
Trenton,  the  23d  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1786, 
and  of  our  sovereignly  and  independence  the  eleventh. 

WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON. 
By  his  excellency's  command. 

E0WE3  REED,  Secretary. 

THE  STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 
To  his  excellency  William  Livingston,  and   the  honorable  Abraham 
[L.s,l  Clark,  esqrs.,  greeting! 

The  Council  and  Assembly,  reposing  especial  traat  and  confidence  in 
yoiir  integrity,  prudence,  and  ability,  have,  at  a  joint  meeting,  appointed 
you,  the  said  William  Livmgston  and  Abraham  Clark,  esqrs.,  in  con- 
junction with  the  honorable  David  Brearley,  William  Churchill  Houston, 
and  William  Faterson,  esqra.,  or  any  ttree  of  you,  commissioners,  to  meet 
such  oommisaionera  as  have  been  appointed  by  the  other  Slates  in  the 
Union,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  second  Monday  of  this  present  month,  for  the  purpose  of 
tailing  into  consideration  the  stale  of  the  Union,  as  to  trade  and  other 
important  objects,  and  of  devising  such  other  provisions  as  shall  appear 
to  be  necessary,  to  render  the  Constitution  of  the  Federal  Government 
adequate  to  the  exigencies  thereof. 
In  leatiinony  whereof,  the  great  seal  of  the  State  is  hereunto  afTixed. 
Witness  William  Livingston,  esq.,  Governor,  captain  general  and 
commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey,  and  terri- 
tories thereimto  belonging,  chancellor  and  ordinary  in  the  same,  at 
Burlington,  the  Slh  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1787,  and  of 
our  sovereignty  and  independence  the  eleventh. 

WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON. 
By  his  excellency's  command. 

BOWES  REED,  Secretary. 

STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

To  the  honorable  Jonathan  Dayton,  esq. 

The  Council  and  Assembly,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in 

your  inlegrity,  prudence,  and  ability,  have,  at  a  joint  meeting,  appointed 

you,  the  said  Jonathan  Dayton,  esq.,  in  coiyimction  with  hia  excellency 
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William  Livingston,  Ihe  honorable  David  BrEarlcy,  William  ChurcliUl 
Houaton,  William  Paterson,  and  Abraham  Clark,  eeqrs.,  or  any  three  of 
fou,  commisBioners,  to  meet  such  commissioners  aa  hare  been  appointed 
by  the  other  Statas  in  ihs  Union,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  for  tJie  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration 
tho  Htate  of  the  Union,  as  lo  trade  and  other  important  objects,  and  of 
devising  such  other  provision  as  shall  appear  to  be  necessary  to  render 
the  Constitution  of  the  Federal  Government  adequate  to  the  exigencies 
thereoE 

In  teatunony  whereof,  the  great  seal  of  the  State  rs  hereunto  affiled. 
Witness  Robert  Lettice  Hooper,  esq.,  vice  president,  captain  gene- 
ral and  commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
and  territories  thereunto  belonging,  chancellor  and  ordinary  in  the 
same,  at  Burlington,  the  fifth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1787,  and  of  our  sovereignty  and  iiidependence  the  eleventh. 

ROBERT  L.  HOOPER. 
By  his  honor's  command. 

BOWES  REED,  Secretar . 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

AN  ACT  appointing  Deputiea  to  the  Convention  intended  to  ba  held  in 

the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Federal  Con- 

SEcriOH  1.  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth, 
taking  into  their  serious  consideration  the  representations  heretolbre 
made  to  the  legislaturea  of  the  several  Slates  in  the  Union,  by  Ihe  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  also  weighing  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  confederated  Stales  now  labor,  are  fully  convinced  of  ihe  ne- 
cessity of  revising  the  Federal  Constitution,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
such  allerations  and  nmendmenls  as  the  exigencies  of  our  public  afiaira 
require.  And  whereas  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia  have  al- 
ready passed  an  act  of  that  Commonwealth,  empowering  certain  coni- 
at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  m  May  next,  a  convention 
)r  deputies  from  the  different  Stales  ;  and  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State  are  fully  sensible  of  the  important  advantages  which 
may  be  derived  to  the  United  Stales,  and  every  of  ihem,  from  co-operat- 
ing with  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  ajid  the  olher  States  of  the 
Confederation,  in  the  said  design. 

Sec.  2.  Be  il  enacted,  and  it  is  (ereiy  fnacted  by  the  representative* 
of  the  freemen  of  the  Commonweahh  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  A* 
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semiily  mel,  and  by  the  authority  of  Ihe  aame.  ihal  Tliomas  Mifflin, 
Kobert  Morris,  George  Clymer,  Jsied  Ingersoll,  Thomaa  Fitiainions, 
Jamea  Wilsun,  and  Gouvcrneur  Morria,  esqrs.,  are  hereby  appointed 
deputiea  from  this  Slate,  to  meet  in  the  convention  of  the  dcputiea  of  the 
respective  Slates  of  North  America,  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia on  the  second  day  of  the  nionth  of  May  nest ;  and  the  said  Thomaa 
Mifflin,  Robert  Morris,  George  Clymer,  Jared  Ingersoll,  Thomas  Fitz- 
sirnons,  James  Wilson,  and  Gonvement  Morris,  esqrs.,  or  any  four  of 
them,  are  hereby  conalituted  and  appointed  depnties  from  thia  State,  with 
powers  to  meet  snch  deputies  as  may  be  appointed  and  authorized  by  the 
other  Slates,  to  aseenible  in  tha  said  convention,  al  the  city  aforeaaid.  and 
to  join  with  them  in  devising,  deliberating  on,  and  diacuseing  all  such 
alterations,  and  fiirlher  provisions,  as  may  be  necessary  to  render  the 
Federal  Constitution  fijlly  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union,  and 
in  reporting  Buch  act  or  acts,  for  that  purpose,  to  the  United  Stales  in 
Congreas  assembled,  as,  when  agreed  to  by  them,  and  duly  confirmed  by 
the  several  States,  will  efTeclually  provide  for  the  same. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  U  furlhei-  enacted  by  the  authorili/  afoTeiaid,  That  in 
caae  any  of  the  said  deputies  hereby  nominated  shall  happen  to  die,  or 
to  resign  his  or  their  said  appointment  or  appointments,  the  aupreme  ex- 
ecutive council  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  empowered  and  required  to 
nominate  and  appomt  other  person  or  persons  in  lieu  of  him  or  them  so 
deceased,  or  who  haa  or  have  bo  resigned,  which  person  or  persons,  from 
and  after  such  nomination  and  appointment,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  de- 
clared to  be,  vested  with  the  same  powers  respectively,  as  any  of  the 
deputies  nominated  and  appointed  by  this  acl  is  vesled  with  by  the  same  : 
Frovided  alwayi.  That  the  councQ  are  not  hereby  authorised,  nor  ahnll 
they  make  any  auoh  nomination  or  appointment,  except  in  vacation,  and 
during  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State. 
[l.  s.]      Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  Speaker. 

Enacted  into  a  law  al  Philadelphia,  on  Saturday,  December  the  30th 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1786.  PETER  ZACHARY  LLOYD, 

Cleri  of  the  General  Asaemlly. 

I,  Mathew  Irwine,  esq.,  master  of  the  rolls  for  Ihe  Slate  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, do  certify  the  preceding  writing  to  be  a  true  copy  (or  eiemplifica- 
lion)  of  a  cerldn  act  of  Assembly  lodged  in  my  office. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  tile 
[L.  S-]       15lh  May,  A.  D.  1787. 

MATHEW  IRWINE  M.  R 
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A  supplement  to  the  acl  entiiled  "  An  set  appoinling  depnties  to  ihe  con- 
vention iulended  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  PhiladelphiB,  fbi  the  pur- 
pose of  reviaing  the  Federni  Constitution." 

Sec.  1st.  Whereaa  by  iho  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  snpplement,  cer- 
tain persons  were  appointed  as  deputies  from  this  State  to  eit  in  the  said 
convention:  And  whereas  it  js  the  desiro  of  the  General  Assembly,  that 
his  excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  esq.,  president  of  this  State,  should 
also  sit  in  the  said  convention  as  a  deputy  from  this  state  :  Therefore, 

Sec.  2d.  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  her^y  enacted  hy  the  representatives 
of  the  freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Aa- 
Bombly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  his  excellency  Ben- 
jatnin  Franklin,  esq.,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  and  authorized  to 
sit  in  the  said  convention  aa  a  deputy  from  this  State,  in  addition  to  the 
persons  heretofore  appointed ;  and  that  he  be,  and  he  hereby  is  invested 
with  like  powers  and  authorities  as  are  invested  In  Ihe  said  deputies  oi 
any  of  them. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN.  Speaker. 
Enacted  into  a  law  at  Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday,  the  2Sth  day  ol 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1787. 

PETER  ZACHARY  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  Ike  GeBeraJ  Aiiemblg. 
I,  Malhew  Irwine,  esq.,  master  of  the  rolls  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, do  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  [or  esemplilication)  of  a 
Bupplement  to  a  certain  act  of  Assembly,  which  supplement  is  lodged  in 
my  office. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office, 
[t.  s.]     ihelSihMay,  A.  D.  1787. 

MATHEW  [RWINE,  M.  R. 

THE  STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
To  the  honorable  Alexander  Martin,  esq.,  greeting : 
Whereas  our  General  Assembly,  in  their  late  session,  holden  at  Fay- 
etteville,  by  adjournment,  in  the  month  of  January  last,  did,  by  joint 
ballot  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Commons,  elect  Richard  Caswell, 
Alexander  Martin,  William  Richardson  Davie,  Richard  Dobbs  Spaieht, 
and  Willie  Jones,  esqrs.,  deputies  to  attend  a  convention  of  delegates 
from  the  several  United  States  of  America,  proposed  to  be  held  at  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  m  May  next,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Federal 
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Wo  do,  therefore,  by  ihese  presents,  nominoiB,  cnrnmissionafe.  and 
appoint  you,  the  aaid  Alexander  Mutin,  one  of  ihe  deputies  for  Bad  in 
our  behalf,  to  meet  with  our  other  deputies  at  PhilBdalphia,  on  the  first 
day  of  May  nest,  and  with  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  confer  with 
Buch  deputies  sa  may  have  heen,  or  shall  be  appointed  by  the  other 
States,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid!  To  hold,  csercise,  and  enjoy  the  ap- 
poinlment  aforesaid,  with  all  powers,  authorilicH,  and  emoluments  lo  the 
same  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertalnng  you  confo  m*  g  '  every 
instance,  to  the  act  of  our  said  Assembly  under  wl  h  you  a  e  ap 
pointed. 

Witness  Richard  Caswell,  esq.,  our  Co  emor    cap  ain  gene  al  and 
commander-in-chief,  under  his  hand  and  o  r  great  seal    at  K   gato 
the  24ih  day  of  February,  in  the  eleven  h  year  ot  our    ndepe  dence 
A.  D.  1787. 
[L.  s,]  RICH,  CASWELL. 

By  his  excellency's  command. 

WINSTON  CASWELL,  P.  Sewrfarj. 

A  commission,  precisely  similar  to  the  above,  was  given  "  to  Ihe 
honorable  William  Richardson  Davie,  esq.,"  on  the  34th  February, 
1787. 

And  also  another,  "to  the  honorable  Richard  Dobba  Spaighl, 
esq.,  on  the  14th  of  April,  1787. 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
His  excellency  Richard  Caswell,  esq.,  Governor,  captain  general  and 
commander- in. chief,  in  and  over  the  State  aforesaid. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 
Whereas,  by  an  ael  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Stale,  passed 
the  sislh  day  of  January  last,  entitled  "  An  act  for  appointing  deputies 
trom  this  State  to  a  convention  proposed  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  May  nest,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion," among  other  things  it  is  enacted,  "  Thai  five  commissioners  be 
appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly,  who,  or  any  three 
of  them,  are  hereby  authorised  aa  deputies  from  this  Slate,  to  meet  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  first  day  of  May  neit,  then  and  there  to  meet  and 
confer  with  such  deputies  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  other  States  for 
similar  purposes,  and  with  them  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  the  most 
effectual  means  lo  remove  the  defecls  of  our  Federal  Union,  and  to  pro- 
cure the  enlarged  purposes  which  it  was  intended  to  effect ;  and  that 
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lliey  report  such  an  oct  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  as,  when 
agreed  to  by  them,  will  eRectuallj'  provide  for  the  flame."  And  it  ia  by 
the  said  act  further  enacted,  "  That  in  case  of  the  death  or  reatgiialion 
of  any  of  the  deputies,  or  of  their  declining  their  appalnlments,  his  ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  for  the  time  being,  la  hereby  authorized  to  supply 
Bui^h  vncancies."  And  whereaa,  in  consequence  of  the  said  act,  Richard 
CaBwell,  Alexander  Martin,  William  Richardson  Davie,  RiohardDobbs 
Spaight,  and  Willie  Jones,  esqrB.,  were,  hy  joint  ballot  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Assembly,  elected  deputies  for  the  purposes  aforesaid;  And 
whereas  the  said  Richard  Caswell  has  resigned  his  said  appointment  aa 
one  of  the  deputies  aforesaid : 

Now,  tnoto  ye,  that  I  have  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  appoint, 
(he  honorable  William  Blounl,  esq.,  one  ufthe  deputies  to  represent  this 
State  in  the  convention  aforesaid,  m  the  room  and  stead  of  the  aforesaid 
Richard  Caswell,  hereby  giving  and  granting  lo  the  said  William  Blou:tt, 
the  same  powers,  privileges,  and  emoluments,  which  the  said  Richard 

in  the  appointment  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  great  seal  of  the  Stale,  at  Kingston, 
the  33d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1737,  and  in  the  eleventh  year  of 
[L.  s.]     American  independence. 

RICH.  CASWELL. 
By  his  cseellency's  command. 

WINSTON  CASWELL,  P.  Secretary. 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
His  escellency,  Richard  Caswell,  esq.,  Governor,  captain -general,  and 
commander-in-chief,  in  and  over  the  State  aforesaid. 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 
Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Stale,  passed 
the  sixth  day  of  January  last,  enlilled  "  An  act  for  appointing  deputies 
from  this  Slate  to  a  convention  proposed  lo  be  held  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
jelphia,  in  May  next,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion," among  other  things  it  is  enacted,  "  That  five  commissioners  be 
appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly,  who,  or  any  three 
ofihem,  are  hereby  authorized,  as  deputies  from  this  State,  to  meet  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  then  and  there  to  meet  and 
confer  with  such  deputies  aa  may  be  appointed  by  the  other  Stales  for 
similar  purposes,  and  with  ihem  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  the  most 
effectual  means  lo  remove  the  defects  of  our  Federal  Union,  and  to  pro- 
cure  the  enhirged  purposes  which  it  was  intended  to  eSect,  and  that  they 
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report  such  an  act  to  the  General  Assembtj'  of  this  State,  os,  when 
ogreed  to  by  them,  will  effectnally  provide  for  the  same."  And  it  is  by 
tha  said  act  further  enacted,  "  Tlifit  in  case  of  the  death  or  resignation 
jf  any  of  the  deputiea,  or  their  declining  their  appoinlments,  hia  excel- 
hncj  the  Governor,  for  the  time  being,  iE  hereby  anthorized  to  supply 
Buch  vaeanoiea."  And  whereas,  in  consequence  of  the  said  act,  Richard 
Caswell,  Alesander  Martin,  William  Richardson  Davio,  Ricliard  Dobbs 
Spaight,  ondWilhe  Jonea,  eaqrs.,  were,  by  jomt  ballot  of  the  two  Houeea 
of  Assembly,  elected  deputies  lot  the  purposes  aforesaid.  And  whereas 
the  said  Willie  Jonea  hath  dechned  hia  appointment  be  one  of  the  depu- 
ties aforesaid: 

Note,  hiom  ye,  that  I  have  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  appoint, 
the  honorable  Hugh  Williamson,  esq.,  one  of  the  deputies  to  represent 
lids  State  in  the  convention  aforesaid,  in  the  room  and  stead  of  the  afore- 
E^iid  Willie  Jones,  hereby  giving  and  granting  to  tho  said  Hugh  Wil- 
liamson  the  same  powers,  privileges,  and  emoluments,  wliich  the  aaid 
Willie  Jones  would  have  been  vested  with,  and  entitled  to,  hadhe  acted 
under  the  appointment  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  at  Kingston,  the 
third  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1787,  and  in  the  eleventh  year  of 
[L.  E.]     American  Independence. 

RICH.  CASWELL, 

By  his  escelleney's  command. 

DALLAM  CASWELL,  Fro  Secreiury, 

DELAWARE. 

His  excellency  Thomas  Collms,  esq.,  President,   captain -general  and 

commander-in-chief  of  the  Delaware  State,  to  all  to  whom 

these  presents  slmll  come,  greeting!  Know  ye,  that  among  the 

[l.  !.]      laws  of  the  said  State,  passed  by  the  General  Asscmhiy  of  tho 

same,  on  the  3d  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1787, 

it  ia  thus  enrolled : 

In  the  eleventh  year  of  the  independence  of  the  Delaware  State  : 

AN  ACT  appointing  deputies  from  this  State  to  the  convention  proposed 

to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Slate  are  fully  convinoed  of 
the  necessity  of  revising  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  adding  thereto 
Biich  further  provisions  as  may  render  the  same  more  adequate  to  thii 
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•xigenciea  of  the  Union :  And  whereas  the  Legielalura  of  Virginia  have 
elready  paased  an  act  of  that  Commonwealth,  appointing  and  authorizing 
certain  coramiasioners  to  meet,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  May  next, 
a  convention  of  commissionera  or  deputies  from  the  different  Stales  ; 
and,  this  State  being  willing  and  desirous  of  co-operating  with  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia  and  the  other  States  in  the  Confederation  in  so 
useful  B  deaign  i 

Be  it  lAenfare  enacted  by  the  General  AisenJily  of  Belavtare,  That 
George  Read,  Gunning  Bedford,  John  Dickinson,  Richard  Bassett,  and 
Jacob  Broom,  esqrs.,  are  hereby  appointed  deputies  from  this  Stale  to 
meet  in  the  convention  of  the  deputies  of  other  Slates,  to  be  held  at  the 
cily  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  ad  day  of  May  next :  And  ihe  said  George 
Read,  Gunning  Bedford,  John  Dickinson,  Richard  Basaett,  and  Jacob 
Broom,  Bsqrs.,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby  constituted  and  ap- 
pointed deputies  from  this  State,  with  powers  to  meet  such  depulieB  as 
may  he  appoinled  and  authorized  by  the  other  States  to  assemble  in  tbe 
said  convention  at  the  city  aforesaid,  and  to  join  with  them  in  devising, 
deliberating  on,  and  diecuaeing,  such  alteralione  and  further  provisions 
as  may  ba  necessary  to  render  the  Federal  Constitution  adequate  to  tho 
exigencies  of  the  Union,  and  in  reporting  such  act  or  acts  for  that  pur- 
pose to  the  United  States  m  Congress  assembled,  as,  when  agreed  to  by 
them,  and  duly  confirmed  by  the  several  States,  may  effectually  provide 
for  the  same.  So,  always,  and  provided,  that  such  olteraliona  or  fur- 
ther provisions,  or  any  of  them,  do  not  extend  to  that  part  of  the  fifth 
article  of  the  Confederation  of  the  said  Slates,  finally  ratified  on  the  first 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  1781,  which  declares  that,  "  In  determining 
questions  in  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  each  State  shall 

And  be  it  enacted.  That,  in  case  any  of  the  said  deputies  hereby  nomi- 
nated shall  happen  to  die,  or  to  resign  his  or  their  appointment,  the  Pre- 
gident  or  commander-in-chief,  with  the  advice  of  the  privy  council,  in 
the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  is   hereby  authorised  to  supply 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

JOHN  COOK,  Spealier. 
Passed  uf  Dover.  February  3,  1787. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Council. 

GEO,  CRAGHED,  SptaUr. 
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subsi^nbecl  my  name,  anil  caused  the  great  Keal  of  the  said  State  to  bo 
afli.ted  la  these  presents,  at  New  Castle,  llie  second  day  of  April,  in 
t}ie  year  of  our  Lord  17S7,  and  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  independenca 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

THOMAS  COLLINS. 
Attest;  JiTiiES  Booth,  Secretary. 


To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  came,  greeting : 
Know  ye,  that  John  Milton,  esq.,  who  hath  certified  the  annexed  copy 
of  an  ordinance,  entitled  "An  ordinance  for  the  appointment  of  deputies 
from  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Federal  Constitution," 
is  Hecrelary  of  the  aaid  Slate,  in  whose  office  the  archives  of  the  sama 
are  deposited  i  therefore,  all  due  faith,  credit,  and  authority,  are,  and 
otight  la  .«,  had  and  given  the  same. 

In  testhnony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the 
great  seal  of  the  State  to  be  put  and  affixed,  at  Augusta,  this 
[l.  3,1     24th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1787,  and  of  our 
Hovorelgnty  and  independence  the  eleventh. 

GEO.  MATHEWS. 
Ey  his  honor's  command. 

J.  MILTON. 

An  ordinance  for  the  appointment  of  deputies  from  this  State,  far  Iha 
purpose  of  revising  the  Federal  Conatitution. 


Be  it  ordained,  by  the  repreaenlaliveB  of  the  ftaemen  of  ihe  Slate  of 
Georgia,  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  aulhoriiy  of  the  same, 
that  William  Few,  Abraham  Baldwin,  William  Pierce,  George  Walton, 
William  Houston,  and  Nathaniel  Pendleton,  esqrs.,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  appointed  commissioners,  who,  or  any  two  or  more  of  Ihem, 
are  hereby  auihorized,  as  deputies  from  this  State,  to  meet  aueh  deputies 
as  may  be  appointed  and  authorized  by  other  States,  to  assemble  in  con- 
vention at  Philadelphia,  and  to  join  with  them  in  devising  and  discussing 
all  siich  alterations  and  farther  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  lo  render 
the  Federal  Constitution  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  ihe  Union,  and 
in  reporting  such  an  act  lor  that  purpoic  to  the  United  States  in  Congtf  is 
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assembled,  aa,  when  agreed  to  by  them,  and  duly  conliriiied  by  the 
Boveral  Slates,  will  afiactually  provide  for  tha  same.  In  case  of  the 
deaih  of  any  of  the  said  deputies,  or  of  iheir  declining  their  appoint 
ments,  the  eiecmive  are  hereby  authorized  to  supply  such  yacanciefl. 

By  order  of  the  Houae. 

(Signed)  WM.  GIBBONS,  Speaker 

Augusta,  the  10th  February,  1787. 

Geokgia,  Secretary's  Ofdci:. 
The  above  is  s  true  copy  from  Ihe  oriEinal  ordinance  deposited  in  my 
office.  i.  ffllLTOJN,  Secretary. 

Augusta,  a4th  April,  1787. 

Tha  State  of  Georgia,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &ee,  sovereign,  and  inde- 


To  the  honorable  William  Few,  esq. 
Whereas  you,  the  aaid  William  Few,  are,  in  and  by  an  ordinance  of 
the  Genera!  Assembly  of  our  said  State,  nominated  and  appointed  a 
deputy  10  represent  the  aaroe  in  a  convention  of  the  United  Stales,  to  be 
aaeembled  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpoaes  of  devising  and  discussing 
all  such  alterations  and  farther  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  to  render 
the  Federal  Constitution  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union: 

You  are  therefore  hereby  commissioned  to  proceed  on  the  duties  re- 
quired of  you  in  virtue  of  the  said  ordinance. 

Witness  our  trusty  and   well-beloved   Georgo  Mathews,   esq.,   our 
captain- general.  Governor,  and  commander-in-chief,  under  his 
[l.  s,]      hand,  and  our  great  seal,  at  Augusta,  this  17th  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1787,  and  of  our  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence the  eleventh. 

GEO.  MATHEWS. 


By  his  b< 


'a  command. 


J.  MH.TON,  Seo 


s  precisely  similar  to  the  i 
said  17th  April,  )78T,to— 

The  honorable  William  Pierce,  esq. 
The  honorable  WtJliam  Houston,  esq. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 
By  his  Bicellency  George  Clinton,  esq.,  Gonemor  o 
I       1     York,  general  and  Mmmander-in 
Bdtniral  of  the  navy  of  ihe  same  i 

To  all  10  whom  these  presents  shall  come. 
It  is  hy  these  presents  certified,  that  John  M'KeEson,  who  has  suh- 
ecribed  the  annexed  copies  of  resolutions,  is  clerk  of  the  Assembly  of 
(his  Stale. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  privy  seal  of  the  said  State 
to  be  hereunto  affixed,  this  ninth  day  of  May,  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  eaid  State. 

GEO.  CLINTON. 

State  as  New  Yoke,  jn  Assembli,  FEanuiRy  28,  1787. 

A  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  Senate,  delivered  by  Mr. 
Wiiiiama,  waa  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  vix. ; 

Sesolved,  If  the  honorable  the  Assembly  concur  therein,  that  three 
delegates  be  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  meet  such  delegates 
aa  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  other  States,  respectively,  on  ilia 
Eocond  Monday  in  May  next,  al  Philadelphia,  for  (he  sole  and  expresd 
purpose  of  revising  tho  Artiolea  of  Confederation,  and  reporting  to  Con- 
gress, and  to  the  several  legislatures,  such  alterations  and  provisionii 
therein  as  shall,  when  agreed  lo  in  Congress,  and  confirmed  by  the 
several  States,  render  the  Federal  Constitution  adequate  to  the  esigen- 
ciee  of  Government,  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union;  and  that,  iti 
ease  of  euoh  concurrence,  the  two  Houses  of  the  legislature  will,  on 
Tuesday  next,  proceed  to  nominate  and  appoint  the  said  delegates,  in 
like  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State  for  nomi- 
naling  and  appointing  delegates  to  Congress. 

Resolved.  That  this  House  do  concur  with  the  honorable  the  Senata  in 
the  said  resolution. 

In  Assembly,  Mabch  6,  1787. 

Eeaolvad,  Thai  ihe  honorable  Robert  Yates,  esq.,  and  Alexander 
Hamilton  and  John  Lansing,  jnn.,  esqrs.,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  nomi- 
nated by  this  House,  delegates  on  the  pan  of  this  State,  lo  meet  such 
delegates  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  other  States,  respei,- 
tivcly,  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  nest,  at  Philadelphia,  pursuant 
10  concunent  resolutions  of  both  Houses  of  the  legislature  on  the  2Stli 
ultimo. 

Resolved,  That  this  Houae  will  meel  the  honorable  the  Senate  imrae- 
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diately,  at  etich  place  as  ihey  Ehail  appoint,  to  compare  Ihfi  lists  of  per- 
sons nominated  by  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  respectively,  as  delegates 
on  the  part  of  this  Stale,  to  meet  anch  delegates  as  may  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  other  States,  respectively,  on  the  second  Monday  in  May 
nest,  at  Philadelphia,  pursuant  to  concnrroiit  resolutions  of  both  Houses 
of  the  legislature  on  the  SSth  ultimo. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  N,  Smith  deliver  a  copy  of  the  last  preceding 
resolution  to  the  honorable  the  Senate. 

A  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  Senate  was  delivered  by 
Mr.  Vanderbelt,  that  the  Senate  will  immediately  meet  this  House  in 
the  Assembly  chamber,  to  compara  the  lists  of  persons  nominated  by 
the  Senate  and  Assembly,  respectively,  as  delegates,  pursuant  to  tiie 
resolution  before  mentioned. 

The  honorable  the  Senate  accordingly  attended  in  the  Assembly 
chamber,  to  compare  the  lists  of  persons  nominated  for  delegates,  as 
above  mentioned. 

The  list  of  persons  nominated  by  the  honorable  the  Senate,  were  the 
honorable  Robert  Yates,  esq.,  imd  John  Lansing,  Jun.,  and  Alexander 
Hamilton,  esqrs.,  and  on  comparing  the  lists  of  the  persons  nominated 
by  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  respectively,  It  appeared  that  the  same 
persons  were  nominated  in  both  lists  ;  thereupon, 

Eei^ilv^d,  That  the  honorable  Robert  Yates,  John  Lansing,  jun.,  and 
Alexander  Hamilton,  esqrs.,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  duly 
nominated  and  appointed  delegates,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  meet 
such  delegates  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  other  Stales, 
respectively,  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next,  at  Philadelphia,  for 
the  sole  and  esprcss  purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confedsralion, 
and  reporting  to  Congress,  and  to  the  several  legislatures,  such  altera- 
tions and  provisions  therain  as  shall,  when  agreed  to  in  Congress,  and 
confirmed  by  the  several  States,  render  the  Federal  Constitution  adequate 
to  the  exigencies  of  Government,  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

True  extracts  from  the  journals  of  the  Assembly. 

JOHN  M'KESSON,  Clerk. 

STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

By  his  escollency  Thomas  Plnckney.  esq..  Governor,  and  commander- 

m-chief,  In  and  over  the  State  aforesaid. 

To  the  honorable  John  Rutledge,  esq.,  greeting: 

By  vulua  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  legislature 

nf  this  State,  in  their  act  passed  the  eighth  day  of  March  last,  I  do 
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hereby  commission  you,  the  aaid  Jolin  Ruiledga,  aa  one  of  ihe  deputies 
appointed  from  lliis  State,  to  meet  bucIi  ciepulies  or  commissioners  aa 
may  be  appointed  and  auihoriied  by  other  of  tlie  United  Stales,  to  as- 
Eiimble  in  oonvenlion  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  month  of  May 
ncit,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  and  to  join  with  such  deputies  or 
commissioners  (they  being  duly  aulhorined  and  empowered)  in  devising 
and  discussing  all  such  olierationa,  clauses,  articles,  and  provisions,  aa 
may  be  thought  necesSEiry  to  render  ihe  Federal  Conalitution  entirely 
adequate  to  the  aclun!  situation  and  future  good  government  of  the  con- 
federated Slates ;  and  that  you,  together  wilh  the  said  deputies  or  com- 
missioners, or  a  majority  of  (hem  who  shall  be  present,  (provided  ihe 
Stale  be  not  represented  by  less  than  two.)  do  join  in  reporting  such  an 
act  lo  Ihc  Uniled  Stales  in  Congress  assembled,  as,  when  approved  and 
agreed  lo  by  them,  and  duly  ratilied  and  confirmed  by  the  several  Stales, 
will  effectually  provide  for  Ihe  exigencies  of  the  Union. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  great  eeai  of  the  Stale,  in  the  city  of 
Charleston,  this  10th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1787, 
[t-  s.]  and  of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  iho  United  States 
of  America  the  eleventh. 

THOMAS  PINCKNEY. 
By  his  eicellency's  command. 

PETER  FRENEAU,  Secretars- 

Commissions  precisely  similar  to  the  ahove  were  given,  on  the 
said  loth  April,  1787,  to— 

The  honorable  CharJes  Pinokney,  esq. 

The  honorable  Charles  Cotcsworth  I'inckney,  esq. 

The  honorable  Pierce  Butler,  esq, 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
By  his  e 

To  the  honorable  Francis  Dana,  Eibridge  Gerry,  Nathaniel  Gorham, 
Rufus  King,  and  Caleb  Strong,  esgrs.,  greeting ! 
Whereas  Congress  did,  on  the  2lEt  day  of  February,  A.  D.  17S7, 
resolve,  ■'  Thai,  in  Iha  opinion  of  Congress,  it  is  expedient  that,  on  the 
second  Monday  in  May  nesl.  a  convention  of  delegates,  who  shall  have 
been  appointed  by  the  several  Stalea,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  for  lbs 
sole  and  eipress  purpose  of  revising  Iho  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 
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repurling  lo  Congress,  and  ilie  several  legislatures,  such  alteialiona  anil 
protLsions  therein  as  shall,  when  agreed  to  in  Congress,  and  confirmed 
by  the  States,  render  the  Federal  Constitution  adequate  to  ihe  exigencies 
of  Government  and  the  preservalion  of  the  Union."  And  whereaa  iha 
general  court  have  constituted  and  appointed  you  their  delegates,  to  at- 
tend Djid  represent  this  Commonwealth  in  the  said  proposed  convention, 
and  have,  by  a  resolulion  of  iheii's  of  the  tenth  of  March  last,  requested 
mc  to  commission  you  for  that  purpose. 

Now,  therefore,  know  ye,  that  in  pursuanco  of  the  rcaoluliona  aforo- 
said,  I  do,  by  these  presents,  commission  you,  the  said  Francis  Dana, 
Elbridge  Gerry,  Nalhaiiiel  Gorham,  Rufus  King,  and  Caleb  Strong, 
osqis..  or  any  three  of  you,  to  meet  such  delegates  as  may  be  appointed 
by  the  olher.  or  any  of  ihe  other  Slates  in  the  Union,  to  meet  in  con- 
vention at  Philadelphia,  at  the  time,  and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  ihe  public  seal  of  the  Common- 
wealth aforesaid  to  bo  hereunto  affijed.    Given  at  the  council 
IL.  s.]     chamber,  in  Boston,  the  ninth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  17S7,  and  in 
the  eleventh  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
Amei-lca.  ■  JAMES  BOWDOIN. 

By  hiis  excellency's  command. 

JOHN  AVERY,  Jus.,  Secretary. 

STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  Ihe  Stale  of  Coattecticut,  iti  America,  holdsH 
[L.  s.]     at  Hartford,  en  ihe  second  Thursday  of  May,  A.  D,  17S7. 
AN  ACT  for  appointing  delegates  lo  meet  in  a  convention  of  the  Slates, 

10  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  second  Monday  of  May 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  Un      d  I  y   1  f    h     21st 

of  February,  1787,  have  recommend  d    1  1  d  \I     diy  of 

May  instant,  a  convention  of  delega  h       1    II  h         b  pp  mted 

by  the  several  Stales,  be  held  at  Ph  1  d  I  h  f  h  I  and  presa 
purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  C    f  d 

Bo  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  co        1        d      p  gene- 

ral court  assembled,  and  by  the  auth  y  f  h  m  Th  1  honor- 
able William  Samuel  Johnson,  Roger  Sherman,  and  Oliver  Ellsworth, 
esqrs.,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  appointed  delegates  to  atlend  the  siiid 
convention,  and  are  requested  to  proceed  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for 
that  purpose,  without  delay;  and  the  said  delegates,  and,  in  case  of  sick- 
nees  or  accident,  such  one  or  more  of  them  as  shall  actually  atlend  the 
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Baid  coDvemitm,  is,  and  are  hereby  I  d  d  p  do  repre- 
sent this  State  therein,  and  to  co  1  I  1  d  1  i»led  by 
the  several  States,  for  the  purpos  m  d  I  d  rf  Con- 
gress, that  may  be  present  and  d  ly  mp  d  in  d  conven 
tion,  and  to  discuss  upon  such  1  d  p  vi  g  eahla  to 
the  general  principles  of  republic  g  m  h  y  h  II  hink  pro- 
per to  render  the  Federal  Cons  d  q  h  g  ncies  of 
Government  and  the  preservati  f  h  U  d  h  y  e  further 
directed,  pursuant  to  the  said  act  f  C  p  h  Iterations 
and  proviaiona  as  may  be  agreed  by  m  j  f  h  U  d  States 
represented  in  convention,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  fetafea,  and  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  State. 
A  true  copy  of  record,  esaminod  by 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Sec'nj. 

STATE  OF  MARYLAND. 

AN  ACT  for  ihe  appointment  of,  and  conferring  powers  in,  depulles 

from  this  State  to  the  Federal  Convention. 

Se  il  enacted  by  the  General  Asiemhli/  of  Maryland,  That  the  honor- 
ablo  James  M'Henry,  Daniel  of  St.  Thomaa  Jenifer,  Daniel  Carroll,  John 
Francis  Mercer,  and  Luiher  Martin,  esqrs.,  be  appointed  and  authorized, 
on  behalf  of  this  Stale,  la  meet  such  deputies  as  may  be  appoimed  and 
authorized  by  any  other  of  the  United  Stales,  to  assemble  in  convention 
at  Philadelphia,  for  the  parposa  of  revising  the  Federal  system,  and  to 
join  with  them  in  considering  such  alterations  and  further  provisiona  aa 
may  be  necessary  to  render  (he  Federal  Constilulion  adequate  lo  the 
ejigencies  of  the  Union ;  and  in  reporting  such  an  act  for  that  purpose 
to  the  United  States  in  Congresa  nasembled,  as,  when  agreed  to  by  them 
and  duly  confirmed  by  the  several  Slates,  will  efleclually  provide  for  the 
same ;  and  the  said  deputies,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  atiend  the  said 
convention,  shall  have  full  power  to  represent  this  Slate  for  the  purpoaea 
aforesaid ;  and  the  said  deputies  are  hereby  directed  to  report  the  pro 
cecdinga  of  the  said  convention,  and  any  act  agreed  to  therein,  to  the 
next  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State. 

By  the  House  of  Delegates,  May  36,  1787,  read  and  assented  to. 

By  order:  WM.  HARWOOD,  Ciert. 

True  copy  from  the  original.  WM.  HARWOOD,  CUtk  II.  D. 

By  the  Senale,  May  36,  1787,  read  and  assented  lo. 

By  order:  J.  DORSEY.  CZerJ. 

True  copy  from  ihe  original.  J.  DORSEY,  Clerk  Senale. 

W.  SMALLWOOD. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Ill  the  year  of  our  Lord  1787. 

AN  ACT  for  appointing  deputiea  from  this  State  to  the  convention,  pro- 

posed  to  bo  liolden  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  for  the 

purpose  of  revifing  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Whereas,  in  the  formation  of  the  Federal  compact,  which  Irames  the 
bond  of  union  of  the  American,  States,  it  was  not  possible  in  the  infant 
atate  of  out  republic  to  devise  a  system  which,  in  the  course  of  time  and 
esperience,  would  not  manifeBt  imperfections  tliat  it  would  be  neceasary 
to  reibrm. 

And  wheroaa  the  limited  powera,  which  by  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion are  vested  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  have  been  found 
far  inadequate  to  the  enlarged  purposes  which  they  were  intended  (o 
produce.  And  whereas  Congress  hath,  by  repeated  and  most  urgent 
representations,  endeavored  to  awaken  this  and  other  States  of  the  Union 
to  a  sense  of  the  truly  critical  and  alarming  situation  in  which  ibey  may 
inevitably  be  involved,  unless  timely  measures  be  taken  to  enlarge  the 
powersof  Congress,  that  ihey  maybe  thereby  enabled  to  avert  the  danger 
which  threaten  our  eiislence  as  a  free  and  independent  people.  And 
whereas  this  Stats  hath  been  ever  desirous  to  act  upon  the  libemt  system 
of  the  general  good  of  the  United  States,  williout  circumscribing  its  views 
to  tJie  narrow  and  selfish  objects  of  partial  convenience,  and  has  been  at 
all  tunes  ready  to  make  every  concession  to  the  safety  and  happiness  of 
the  whole,  which  justice  and  sound  policy  could  vindicate. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
general  court  convened,  that  John  Langdon,  John  Pickermg,  Nicholas 
Oilman,  and  Bejuamin  West,  esqrs.,  be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  com- 
missioners; thay,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered, as  deputies  from  this  State,  to  meet  at  Ptiiladelphia  said 
convention,  or  any  other  place  to  which  the  convention  may  be  ad- 
journed, for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  there  to  confer  with  such  deputies  as 
are,  or  may  be,  appointed  by  the  other  States  for  simitar  purposes,  and 
with  them  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  the  most  effectual  means  to  remedy 
the  defects  of  our  Federal  Union,  and  to  procure  and  secure  the  enlarged 
purposes  which  it  was  intended  to  effect,  and  to  report  such  an  act  to  the 
United  Slates  in  Congress,  as,  when  agreed  to  by  them,  and  duly  ton- 
li'med  by  the  several  States,  will  etfectually  provide  lor  the  same. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSIIIIiE. 
Ir  the  House  of  Repheotntatives,  Juhe  27,  1787. 
The  foregoing  bill  having  been  read  a  Ihird  time — voted,  that  it  pass 
10  be  enaoled.    Sent  up  for  conciurence. 

JOHN  SPARHAWK,  Speaker. 
In  Senate,  the  saniB  day:   The  bill  haying  been  read  a  third  time, 
voted,  that  the  same  be  enacted. 

JOHN  SULLIVAN,  President. 
Copy  eiamined,  per 

JOSEPH  PEARSON.  Secretary.     [L.  s.] 


IG.  In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  powers,  the  Delegates  met  in 
Convention  at  Philadelphia  on  the  1 4th  day,  being;  the  second  Mon- 
day in  May,  A.  D.  1787,  and  on  the  17th  of  September,  1787, 
agreed  to  the  Constitution  as  contained  in  the  preceding  part  of 
this  compilation,  [from  page  1  to  23,]  which  they  transmitted  to 
the  United  Slates  in  Congress  assembled,  together  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  and  letter : 

Ih  Cowvehtioh,  Mobdat,  September  17,  1787. 
Present:    The  Stales  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetta,  Connecticut, 

Mr.  Hamilton  from  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 

Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia. 

HesolBed,  Th^  the  preceding  Conetitution  be  laid  before  the  United 
Stales  in  Congress  assembled,  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  (his  conveti- 
tion  that  it  should  afterwards  be  Eubmitted  to  a  convention  of  delegates, 
chosen  in  each  Slate  by  the  people  thereof,  under  the  recommendation 
of  hs  legislature,  for  their  assent  and  ratification ;  and  that  each  conven- 
tion, assenting  to  and  ratifying  the  same,  should  give  notice  thereof,  to 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

Besolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  coi^vemion,  that  as  soon  as  the 
conventions  of  nine  States  shall  have  ratified  this  Constitution,  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  should  fix  a  day  on  which  electors  should 
be  appointed  by  the  States  which  shall  hove  ratified  the  same,  and  a  day 
on  which  the  electors  should  assemble  to  vole  for  the  President,  and  the 
lime  and  place  for  commencing  proccodings  under  this  Constitution. 
That  alter  such  publication  the  electors  should  be  appointed,  and  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  elected  ;  that  the  electors  should  meet  on 
the  day  tixed  for  the  election  of  the  President,  and  should  transmit  their 
votes  certified,  signed,  sealed,  and  directed,  aa  the  Consthution  roQuh-ss 
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to  ihe  Secretary  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  asBembled  ;  that  llie 
Senators  and  Repreaenlalives  should  convene  at  the  time  and  place  as- 
signed; tliat  the  Senators  eliould  appoint  a  president  of  the  Senate,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  receiving,  opening,  and  counting  the  voles  for  Presi- 
dent ;  and  that,  after  he  shall  be  chosen,  the  Congress,  together  with  tbe 
President,  should  without  delay,  proceed  to  eiiecute  this  Constitution. 

By  the  unanimous  order  of  the  convention. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  Fresirlenl. 

WiLLTSJl  JacKSON,  Secretary. 

Is  COSYENTIOK,   Septembek  17.  17S7. 

Sm !  We  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  to  tlie  consideration  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  BESembled,  that  Constitution  which  has  ap- 
peared  to  us  the  most  advisable. 

The  friends  of  our  country  have  long  seen  and  desired  that  the  power 
of  making  war,  peace,  and  treatios.  that  of  levying  money  and  regulating 
commerce,  and  the  correspondent  executive  and  judicial  authorities, 
should  be  fully  and  effectually  vested  in  the  General  Government  of  the 
Union ;  but  the  impropriety  of  delegating  such  cYiensive  trust  to  one 
body  of  men  is  evident ;   hence  results  the  necessity  of  a  different 

It  is  obviously  impracticable,  in  the  Federal  Government  of  these 
Slates,  lo  secure  all  rights  of  independent  sovereignty  to  each,  and  yet 
provide  for  the  interest  and  safety  of  all.  Individuals  entering  into  so- 
ciety must  give  up  a  share  of  liberty  to  preserve  the  rest.  The  magni- 
tude of  the  sacrifice  must  depend  as  well  on  situation  and  circumstance 
as  on  the  object  to  be  obtained.  It  is  at  all  times  difiicult  to  draw  with 
precision  the  line  between  those  rights  which  must  be  surrendered  and 
those  which  may  be  reserved  ;  and  on  the  present  occasion  this  diflicuity 
was  increased  by  a  difference  among  the  several  States  as  to  their  situa- 

In  all  our  deliberations  on  this  subject,  we  kepi  steadily  in  our  view 
that  which  appears  to  us  the  greatest  interest  of  every  true  American — 
the  consolidation  of  our  Union — in  which  is  involved  our  prosperity, 
felicity,  safely,  perhaps  our  national  existence.  This  important  conside- 
ration, serioQsly  and  deeply  impressed  on  our  minds,  led  each  Slate  in 
the  convention  to  be  less  rigid  on  points  of  inferior  magnitude  than  might 
have  been  otherwise  expected;  and  thus  the  Constitution  which  wa 
now  present  is  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  amity,  and  of  that  mutual  defer- 
ence and  confession  which  the  peculiarity  of  our  political  situation  ten- 
dered indispensable. 
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That  it  will  meet  tlie  full  and  entire  approbation  of  every  Slate,  la 
not,  perhaps,  to  be  expected ;  but  each  will  doubtless  consider  that,  had 
her  interest  been  alone  consulted,  the  consequences  might  have  been 
particularly  disagreeable  or  injurious  lo  others  i  thai  it  ia  liable  to  aa  few 
exceptions  as  conid  reasonably  have  been  expected,  we  hope  and  be 
iieve  ;  that  it  may  promote  the  lasting  welfare  of  that  country  so  dear  to 
us  all,  and  secure  her  freedom  and  happiness,  is  our  most  ardent  wish. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  lo  be,  sir,  your  excellency's 
most  obedienl  humble  servants. 

By  unanimous  order  of  ihe  convention. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  Fresidenl. 

His  excellency  the  Fkesideni  of  Conokess. 

17.  Whereupon  Congress  passed  (he  following  resolution; 
UNITED  STATES  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED. 

Fmniv,  September  2S,  1787. 

Present :  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Yotlt, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Virginia,  North  Carohna,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and  from  Maryland  Mr.  Ross. 

Congress  having  received  the  report  of  the  convention  lately  assem- 
bled in  Philadelphia— 

Jtesolvai,  BHaniBjoujij,  Tliat  the  said  report,  with  the  resolutions  and 
letter  accompanying  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  several  legislatures, 
in  order  to  be  submitted  lo  a  convention  of  delegates  chosen  in  eacli 
State  by  Ihe  people  lliereof,  in  conformity  to  the  resolves  of  ihe  conven- 
tion made  and  provided  in  that  case. 

18.  The  States  having  accordingly  passed  acts  for  severally 
calling  conventions,  and  the  Constitution  having  been  submilted 
to  them,  was  ratified  by  the  conven^ons  of  the  several  Stales,  ai 
the  dates  respectively  as  slated  on  page  34  of  this  compilation. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED. 
SjiTDKDiy,  Seftember  13,  1788. 
Congress  assembled.   Present:  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Con 
nectiout,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Soutii  Carolina,  and  Georgia ;  and  from  Rhode  Island  Mr.  Arnold, 
and  from  Delaware  Mr.  Kearny. 
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On  Ihe  qu  St  ion 

10  ;gree  t 

oihe 

pro] 

ion«hichnEi8ycs( 

poneA  by  ihe  &iat 
Mr.  Cilraan— 

E  of  Deh 

^■x, 

the 

9  and  naj't  hen  g  i 

NewHami^iIir 

Mr   Tilmn 

Massackusetls 

Mr  Dmi 
ihaicher 

Connecticut 

Wadeworth 

Ne«,lork 
Jf™  Jersey 

Mr  Himillon 

lidii  evoorl 
Mr   riarkc 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirtr 

Whereae  the  convention  aseei 
reaolulion  of  Congress  of  the  21et  of  February,  1787,  did,  on  the  I7th 
of  September  in  the  aanie  year,  report  to  the  United  States  in  Congreas 
assembled  a  CDnatilution  for  the  people  of  ihe  United  States ;  where- 
upon Congress,  on  the  28th  of  the  same  September,  did  resolve,  unani- 
mously,  "  That  the  said  report,  with  the  resolutions  imd  letter  acoom- 
panying  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  several  legislatures,  m  order  to 
be  submitted  to  a  convention  of  delegates,  chosen  in  each  Stale  by  the 
people  thereof,  in  conformity  to  the  resolves  of  the  convention  made 
«nd  provided  in  that  case  :"  And  whereas  the  Constitution  so  reported 
by  the  convention,  and  by  Congress  transmitted  to  the  several  legisla- 
turas,  has  been  ratified  in  the  manner  therein  declared  :o  he  sufficient 
fo'  the  establishment  of  the  same,  and  such  ratifications,  duly  authenti- 
cated, have  been  received  by  Congress,  and  are  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary!  therefore — 

Resolved,  That  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  next  be  the  day  for 
appointing  electors  in  the  several  States,  which,  before  the  said  day, 
shall  have  ratified  the  said  CoiiBlitmion;  that  the  first  Wednesday  in 
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FolirHnry  next  be  [he  day  for  ihe  electors  (o  nasemhie  in  rheir  respective 
Slaiea.  and  vole  for  a  President ;  and  thnt  the  first  Wedneadsy  in  March 
nest  be  tlie  lime,  and  the  present  scat  of  Congress  {New  York)  the 
place,  for  commencing  the  proceedings  under  the  snid  Constitution. 

19.  The  elections  were  held  in  the  several  stales  for  Electors,  in 
conformity  with  the  above  resolution,  and  the  Electors  so  appointed 
met  as  therein  required,  and  voted  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, (the  result  of  whose  votea  will  be  seen  in  the  first  table  of 
electoral  votes  contained  in  this  volume,)  and  the  several  states 
having,  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution,  elected  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  which  they  were  respectively  entitled,  pro- 
Cfiedings  coromenced  under  the  Constitution  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day, being  the  4th  day  of  IVIarch,  1789,  by  the  meeting  of  the  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  in  Congress  on  Uiat  day,  from  the  eleven 
states  which  had  then  ratified  the  Constitution ;  but  a  quoram  not 
appearing  in  either  House,  the  House  of  Representatives  adjourned 
from  day  to  day  until  Wednesday,  the  Isl  of  April,  when  a  quo- 
rum, consisting  of  a  majority  of  Che  whole  number,  appearing,  they 
elected  a  speaker  and  clerk  and  proceeded  to  business ;  the  Senate 
in  like  manner  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  until  Monday,  the  6th 
of  April,  when  a  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  Senators,  appearing,  "the  Senate  proceeded,  by  ballot, 
to  the  choice  of  a  President,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  opening  and 
i;oanting  the  votes  for  President  of  the  United  States."  The  Elec- 
toral votes  were  accordingly  opened  and  counted  on  the  6th  of 
April,  1789,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  it  a[)peared  that  George  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President,  and  that  John  Adams  was  duly  elected  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution.  The 
Senate  then  elected  a  President  pro  tempore,  the  Vice  President 
not  being  present,  and  also  a  secretary,  and  proceeded  to  business; 
and  having  taken  the  proper  measures  to  notify  the  individuals 
elected,  John  Adams,  Vice  President,  appra.red  and  assumed  the 
ciiair  as  President  of  the  Senate  on  Tuesday  the  2Ist  of  April. 
George  Washington  was  introduced  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  by 
the  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  on  Thursday,  April  30, 
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1789,  and  was  Httendeii  to  the  gallery  !ii  front  of  tlie  Senate  Cham- 
ber by  the  Vice  President  and  Senators,  the  Speaker  and  Repre- 
sentatives and  other  public  characters  present.  The  oatb  required 
by  the  Constttation  was  then  administered  to  him  by  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  who  proclaimed,  "  Long  live  George 
Washington,  President  of  the  United  States,"  after  which  the  Pre- 
sident returned  to  the  Senate  Chamber  and  delivered  his  inaugural 
address  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

Thus  commenced  the  proceedings  of  the  Constitntional  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  SlalCB  of  America.  The  Ekecutive  and  Legis- 
lative branches  so  installed,  possessed  from  that  time,  under  the 
Constitution,  the  power  to  make  laws  and  appoint  all  the  officers 
necessary  to  constitute  the  Judiciary  Branch,  as  well  as  all  the  Es 
ecutive  Departments  and  subordinate  offices,  both  civil  and  military, 
all  of  which  was  effected  in  a  convenient  and  proper  time,  and  the 
whole  system,  then  for  the  first  time  put  in  motion,  has  continued 
to  operate,  improve,  and  mature,  until  it  has  acquired  a  capacity, 
stability,  and  power  adequate  to  its  own  security  and  preservation, 
and  to  the  protection  of  the  riglAta,  the  honor,  and  interest  of  its 
citizens  over  the  entire  surface  of  the  globe,  aa  well  as  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  lives,  the  liberty,  and  happiness  of  its  people  at 
home;  illustrating  all  the  attributes  of  a  good  government,  and 
proving  incontestably  the  value  and  excellence  oi  our  own  Consti- 
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CHAPTER  3. 


PRESENTATIVES    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES    OP    AMEEICA,    JN 


IN  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  COLONIES. 
SATUEDiT,  June  8,  177(5. 

BeBolved,  Thai  the  resolutions  respecling  independency  be  referred  10 
a  commillee  of  ihe  whole  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole;  and, 
after  some  time,  the  President  resumed  ihe  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  taken  into  considerntion  the  matter  to 
them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  any  resolulion  thereon,  directed 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  agtun  on  Monday. 

Ersolved.  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Mondny  next,  at  10  o'clock,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  fariher  con- 
Biderglion  the  rcEoiulions  referred  to  them. 

MoNHAT,  Juki  10,  1776. 
Agreeable  to  order,  Ihe  Congrosa  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  (0  lake  into  their  further  consideration  the  resolutions  to  thom 
refaired ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
consideration  the  matters  referred  lo  them,  and  have  come  to  a  resolu- 
tion thereon,. which  they  directed  him  to  report. 
The  resolution  agreed  to  in  committee  of  the  whole  being  read, 
Scaotved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  first  resolution  be  postponed 
10  Monday,  the  first  day  of  July  neit  i  and  in  the  meanwhile,  that  no 
time  be  lost,  in  case  (he  Congress  agree  thereto,  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  to  the  effect  of  the  said  first  resolution, 
which  ia  in  these  words:  "That  these  United  Colonics  are,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  States;  that  they  are  absolved  from 
all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown:  and  that  all  political  connexion  be- 
tween them  and  the  Stale  of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally 
dissolved." 

20" 
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TOESDAY,   JUSE  U,   n76. 

Beetflvei,  That  the  committee,  for  preparing  the  Declaration,  consiBt 
of  five; — The  members  chosen,   Mr,  Jefferson,  Mr.  John  Adams,  Mr, 
Franklin,  Mr.  Shermon,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingaton. 
Tuesday,  Juhe  25,  1776. 

A  daclaration  of  the  deputies  of  Fennsylyania,  met  in  Provincial  Con- 
ference, was  laid  before  Congrees,  and  read,  expressing  their  willingness 
Lo  concur  in  a  vote  of  Congress,  declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and 
independent  States. 

Fbidiy,  Juhe  28,  I77S. 
"Francis  Hopkinson,  one  of  the  delegates  from  Now  Jersey,  attended, 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment,"  containing  the  fol- 
lowing instructions  i — ' '  If  you  shall  judge  it  necessary  or  espcdienl  for 
this  purpose,  we  empower  you  to  join  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies 
independent  of  Great  Britain,  entering  into  a  confederation  for  union  and 
common  defence,"  &.C. 

MoNDiT,  Jdlv  1,  1776. 
'A  resolution  of  Iha  convention  of  Maryland,  passed  the  aSthof  June, 

tiona  to  their  deputies  in  Congress  i — ' '  I'hal  the  deputies  of  said  colony, 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  concur 
with  the  other  United  Colonies,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  declaring  the 
United  Colonies  free  and  independent  States;  informing  such  further 
compact  and  confederation  between  them,"  &c. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

Sesoleed,  That  this  Congress  will  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  I  he 
whole,  to  lake  into  consideration  the  resolution  respecting  independency. 

That  the  declaration  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole.  Afier 
some  time  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported, 
that  the  committee  had  come  to  a  resolution,  which  they  desired  him  to 
report,  and  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  resolution  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read, 
the  determination  thereof  was,  at  the  request  of  a  colony,  postponed 

Beaolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  declaration  re- 
specting Independence. 
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TuEsnAY,  July  a,  177fi. 

The  Congress  resumed  ihe  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported 

from  the  annmittee  of  ihe  whole ;  which  was  agreed  !o  as  foliowa : 

Resolved,  Q'Ut  tfww.  '^.^^  ^4o>,Ui  m-^,  wv^,  •>[  Ci^o., 

ciMnf>  to  W,  li'teA  and  iiidcjvuidcnt  iftalv,  ;  tJuit  Uveu,  o/m  at- 
lotucJ  pUim,  iM  aVUeXoivae.  to  iG*  imitwn.  nUuwiv,  (nv3  tftot  aJt 
|volLtL<xii  crtnH'Cvi^iv  tebiueerv  tlve^nnf  o^tO  tn«  t7l41^  of  ^^Veo^  if)il^t« 
Kutv,  10,  o.n5  otiq«t  l«  ue,  totdtiL).  SvijoEued. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  mto  a 
committee  of  liie  whole]  and,  after  some  lime,  the  President  resumed 
the  ch^,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  committee  liave  had  under 
consideration  the  declaration  to  them  referred  i  but,  not  having  had  lime 
to  go  through  the  same,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  agam. 

Eesolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into 
a  commiltee  of  the  whoie,  to  taka  inlo  their  further  consideration  the 
declaration  respecting  independence. 

Wedkesdjy,  Jitlv  3,  1776. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the  de- 
citation;  and,  afler  some  time,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Harrison  repotted,  that  the  committee,  not  having  yet  gone  through 
it,  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Seaolvcd,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideration  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

Thcksday,  Jdly  4,  1776. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  consideralion  the 
Doelaration;  and  after  some  time  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Harrison  reported  that  the  committee  had  agreed  to  a  declaration, 
which  they  desired  him  lo  report. 

The  Declaration  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

R  Declaration  hy  ihe  Repreaenfatirea  i^  Ihe  United  States  if  America, 

111  Congress  asaembled. 

When,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  neoeBaary  for 

one  people  to  dissolve  the  uolitlcal  bunds  which  have  connected 
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them  with  anotlier,  and  to  assume,  among  tlie  powers  of  the  parth, 
the  separate  and  equal  station  to  w}iich  the  laws  of  nature  and  of 
nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  man- 
kind requires  that  they  should  declare  the  causes  which  impel  them 
to  the  separation. 

We  hold  these  initha  to  be  aelf-eTident,  that  all  men  are  created 
equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalien- 
able rights  i  that  among  these,  are  life,  liheity,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness.  That,  to  secure  these  rights,  gorernments  aie  insti- 
tuted among  men,  deriving  their  jost  powers  from  the  consent  of 
the  governed ;  that,  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  de- 
structive of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to 
abolish  it,  and  to  inslitate  a  new  government,  laying  its  foundation 
on  such  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to 
them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  eiTect  their  safety  and  happiness- 
Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate  that  governments  long  establishea, 
should  not  be  changed  for  light  and  transient  causes ;  and,  accord 
ingly,  all  experience  hath  shown,  that  mankind  are  more  disposed 
to  suffer,  while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  themselves  by 
abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  But,  when  a 
long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpations,  pursuing  invariably  the  same 
object,  evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  under  absolute  despotism, 
it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  Uirow  off  such  government,  and 
to  provide  new  guards  for  tlieir  future  security.  Such  has  been 
the  patient  sufferance  of  these  colonies,  and  such  is  now  the  neces- 
sity which  constrains  them  to  alter  their  former  systems  of  govern- 
ment. The  history  of  the  present  king  of  Great  Britain  is  a  his- 
tory of  repeated  injuries  and  usurpations,  all  having,  in  direct 
object,  the  establishment  of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  these  States. 
To  prove  this,  let  facts  be  submitted  to  a  candid  world  ; 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  tiie  most  wholesome  and 
necessary  for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  Governors  to  pass  laws  of  immediate  and 
pressing  importance,  unless  suspended  in  their  operation  till  his 
nssent  should  be  obtained ;  and,  when  so  suspended,  he  has  utterly 
neglected  1 1  attend  to  them. 
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He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  accommodation  of 
large  districts  of  people,  unless  those  people  would  relinquish  the 
light  of  lepresenlatiou  in  the  legisktuie;  a  right  inestimable  to 
them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legislatire  bodies  at  places  unusual,  un- 
comfortable, and  distant  from  the  depository  of  their  public  records, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance  with  his 


He  has  dissolved  representative  houses  repeatedly,  for  opposing, 
with  manly  firmness,  his  invasions  on  the  rights  of  tiie  people. 

He  has  refused,  for  a  long  time  after  such  dissolutions,  to  cause 
others  to  he  elected ;  whereby  the  legislative  powers,  incapable  of 
annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people  at  lai^e  for  their  exercise ; 
the  State  remaining,  in  the  mean  time,  exposed  to  all  the  danger 
of  invasion  from  without,  and  convulsions  within. 

He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these  States  j  for 
tliat  purpose,  obstructing  the  laws  for  naturalization  of  foreigners ; 
refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  migration  hither,  and 
raising  the  conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands. 

He  ha3  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice,  by  refusing  his 
assent  to  laws  for  establishing  judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone,  for  the  tenure 
of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  sent  hither 
swarms  of  officers  to  harass  our  people,  and  eat  out  their  sub- 
He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies,  with- 
out the  consent  of  our  legislature. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of,  and  supe- 
rior to,  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined,  with  others,  to  subject  us  to  a  jurisdiction 
foreign  to  our  constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  laws; 
giving  his  assent  to  tlieir  acts  of  pretended  legislation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us : 

For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  ptinishment,  for  any 
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For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  : 

For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent: 

Fordepriring  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of  trial  by  jury: 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  of 
fences : 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  laws  in  a  neighboring 
province,  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and  enlarg- 
ing its  boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at  once  an  esample  and  fit  in- 
slrament  for  introdacing  the  same  absolute  rule  into  these  colonies : 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  valuable 
laws,  and  altering,  fundamentally,  the  powers  of  our  governments : 

For  suspending  our  own  legislatures,  and  declaring  themselves 
invested  with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  his 
protection,  and  waging^  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  out  coasts,  burnt  our  towns, 
and  destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign  mer- 
cenaries to  complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation,  and  tyranny, 
already  begun,  with  circumsts-nces  of  cruelty  and  perfidy  scarcely 
paralleled  in  the  most  harbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the 
head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  high 
seas,  to  bear  arms  against  their  country,  to  become  the  executioners 
of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  amongst  us,  and  has  en- 
deavored to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the  merciless 
Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undistinguished 
destruction,  of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  we  have  petitioned  for 
redress,  in  the  most  humble  terms ;  our  repealed  petitions  have 
been  answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince,  whose  character 
is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to 
be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 
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Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attention  to  our  British  brethren. 
Wc  liave  warned  tliem,  from  time  to  time,  of  attempts  made  by 
their  legislature  to  extend  an  anwarrantable  jurisdiction  orer  as. 
We  have  reminded  them  of  the  circumstances  of  our  emigration 
and  settlement  here.  We  have  appealed  to  their  native  justice  and 
magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured  them,  by  the  ties  of  our  com- 
mon kindred,  to  disavow  these  usurpations,  which  would  inevitably 
interrupt  onr  connections  and  correspondence.  They,  too,  have 
been  deaf  to  tho  voice  of  justice  and  consanguinity.  We  must, 
therefore,  acquiesce  in  the  neeossity,  which  denounces  our  separa- 
tion, and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  in 

We,  therefore,  tiie  representatives  of  the  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA,  in  GENERAL  CONGRESS  assembled, appeal- 
ing to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  World  for  the  rectitude  of  our  in- 
tentions, do,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people 
of  these  colonies,  solemnly  publish  and  declare.  That  these  United 
Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  jFtee  ani)  MnlrEpeiiBeiit 
Slates;  that  they  are  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British 
crown,  and  that  all  political  connexion  between  tiiem  and  the  state 
of  Great  Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved ;  and  that,  as 
FBEE  AND  INDEPENDENT  STATES,  they  have  full  power 
to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish  commerce, 
and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  INDEPENDENT 
STATES  may  of  right  do.  And,  for  the  support  of  this  declara- 
tion, with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  1SSVSN3B  ©i^ffl* 
IfSSISXCH,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other,  our  lives,  our 
fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor. 

The  foregoing  declaration  was,  by  order  of  Congress,  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  following  members : 

JOHN  HANCOCK. 
Ifem  Hampshire.  Massachuaells  Bay. 

Josiah  Bartlett,  Samuel  Adams, 

William  Whipple,  John  Adams, 

Matthew  Thornton.  Robert  Treat  Paine, 

Elbriilge  Gerry. 
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Rhode  Island. 
Stephen  Hopkins, 
William  EUeiy. 

Cimnecticut. 
Roger  Sherman, 
Samuel  Huntington, 
William  Williams, 
Oliver  Woicott. 

New  York, 
William  Floyd, 
Philip  Livingston, 
Francis  Lewis, 
Lewis  Morris. 

JVetv  Jersey. 
Richard  Stockton, 
John  Witherspoon, 
Ptanoia  Hopkinaon, 
John  Hart, 
Abraha.m  Clark. 

Feimayivania, 
Robert  Morris, 
Benjamin  Rush, 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
John  Morion, 
Geo)^  Clymer, 
James  Smith, 
George  Taylor, 
James  Wilson, 
George  Ross. 


Ciesar  Rodney, 
George  Read, 
Thomas  M'Kean. 


Samuel  Chase, 
William  Paca, 
Thomas  Stone, 
Charles  CarroUiofCarrollton 

George  Wythe, 
Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Thomas  Jefferson, 
Benjamin  Harrison, 
ThomaaNelson,  jun. 
Francis  Lighifoot  Lee, 
Carter  Braxten. 

North  Carolina. 
WOliam  Hooper, 
Joseph  Hewes, 
John  Penn. 

South  OiTolina. 
Edward  Rutledge, 
Thomas  Hey  ward,  jun. 
Thomas  Lynch,  jun. 
Arthur  Middleton. 

Georgia. 
Button  Gwinnett, 
Lyman  Hall, 
George  Walton. 

JJcsolved,  That  copies  of  the  Declaration  he  sent  to  the  several 
assemblies,  conventions,  and  committees,  or  councils  of  safety,  and 
lo  the  several  commanding  officers  of  the  continental  troops  j  that 
it  be  proclaimed  in  each  of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  head 
the  army. 
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PROMINENT  POLITICAL  ACTS  OF 

GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

Appointment  of  George  Washington  to  be  commander-in-chief  of 

the  army,  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation,  on  the   15lli 

June,  1775. 

Thcesday,  June  15,  1775. 

Agreeable  to  Older,  the  Congreea  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ihe  Whole,  and,  after  some  lime,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  committee  had  come  lo  some  farther  resolu- 
tions, whicli  he  was  ordered  to  report. 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read  and  considered, 

Besalved,  That  a  eeneral  be  appointed  to  command  all  the  Continental 
forces  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  for  the  defence  of  American  liberiy. 

That  five  hundred  dollars  per  month  be  allowed  for  the  pay  and  ex- 
penses of  the  general. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  general,  by  ballot,  and 
George  Washinglon,  esq.,  was  unanimously  elected. 

FumiY,  June  1G.  1775. 

Met  according  to  adiournment,  [The  Delegates  from  the  Coloniei  of 
Hew  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  counties,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  being  present.] 

The  President  informed  Colonel  Washington  that  the  Congress  had 
yesterday  unanimously  made  choice  of  him  to  be  general  and  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  American  forces,  and  requested  he  would  accept 
of  that  employment;   lo  which  Colonel  Washmgton,  standing  in  his 

"  Mb.  PRESmEJii  1 

"  Though  I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  high  honor  done  me,  in  this  ap- 
pointment, yet  I  feel  great  distreaa,  from  consciousness  that  my  abilities 
and  military  eiperience  may  not  be  equal  lo  the  estensite 
trust  I  However,  as  the  Congress  desire  it.  I  will  enter  upon  the  n 

at 
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menlous  duty,  and  exen  every  power  I  possess  in  ineir  aorvica,  and  for 
support  of  the  glorious  cause.  I  beg  Ihey  wjil  accept  my  moat  cordial 
thanits  for  this  diatinguiahod  leslimony  of  Iheir  approbalion. 

"Bill,  lest  some  unlucky  event  ahould  happen,  unfavorable  to  my 
reputation,  I  beg  it  may  he  remembered,  by  every  gentleman  in  tha 
room,  that  I,  thia  day,  declare  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  I  do  not  think 
tiiyseli  equal  to  the  command  I  am  honored  with. 

"  As  to  pay,  sir,  I  heg  leave  to  assure  the  Congress,  that,  as  no  pe- 
cuniary consideration  could  have  tempted  me  to  accept  thia  arduous 
employment,  at  the  expense  of  my  domestic  ease  and  happiness,  I  do 
not  wish  to  make  any  profit  from  it.  I  will  keep  an  ejact  account  of  my 
ejpenscs.     Those,  I  doubt  not,  they  will  diacharge,  and  that  is  all  1 

Sesolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draught  a  commission  and 
instruotions  for  the  general. 

The  persons  chosen  fo  compose  the  committee,  were  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  E. 
Kultedge,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

SSIUKDA-!-,   JUBE  17     1775 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appomted  to  draught  a  comm  soion  to  ne  general  re- 
iiiirtcd  the  same,  which,  being  read  by  paragnpha  and  debated,  was 
!ii;reed  to  as  follows: 

IN  CONGRE=!g 
The  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  ot  Ivew  Hamp'h  re,  Massachu- 
setts  Bay,  Rhode   Island,   Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  the  counties  of  Ncwcaatle,  Kent,  and  Sussei,  on  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Vu-ginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolum: 

To  GEOKaK  WiBHmsTON,  Esq. 
We,  reposing  special  tmat  and  confidence  in  your  paltiotism,  valor, 
conduct,  and  fidelity,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you 
to  be  general  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, and  of  all  the  forces  now  raised,  or  to  be  raised  by  them,  and  of  all 
others  whoshallvoluntarilyoffer  their  service,  and  join  the  said  army  for 
the  defence  of  American  liberty,  and  for  repelling  every  hostile  invasion 
thereof:  And  you  are  hereby  vested  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
act  as  yon  shall  think  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  service. 

And  we  do  hereby  strictly  charge  and  requu-e  all  ofSccrs  and  soldiers, 
under  your  command,  to  he  obedient  to  your  orders,  and  diligent  m  the 
exercise  of  their  several  duties. 
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And  we  do  also  enjoin  nnd  require  you,  lo  be  careful  in  eseculing  the 
Eteat  trust  reposed  in  you.  by  causing  strict  discipline  and  order  to  be 
observed  in  the  army,  and  that  the  soldiers  be  duly  exercised,  and  pro- 
vided  with  all  oonvcnlanl  necessaries. 

And  you  are  to  regulate  your  conduct  in  every  respect  by  tlie  rules 
and  discipline  of  war,  (as  herewith  given  you,)  and  punctually  lo  observe 
and  follow  such  orders  and  directiotis,  from  time  to  time,  aa  you  shall 
receive  from  this,  or  a  future  Congress  of  those  United  Colonies,  oc 
committee  of  Congrees. 

This  commission  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by  this,  or  a  future 
Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  fairly  transcribed,  signed  by  the  President, 
attested  by  the  secretary,  and  delivered  to  the  general. 

Resolved  unanlmo-asly,  Whereas,  the  delegates  of  all  the  Colonies, 
from  Nova  Scotia  lo  Georgia,  in  Congress  assembled,  have  unanimously 
chosen  George  Washington,  esq.,  to  be  general  and  commander-in- chief 
of  such  forces  aa  are,  or  shall  be,  raised  for  the  maintenance  and  pre- 
servation of  American  hbarty;  this  Congress  do  Eh  now  declare,  that  they 
will  maintain  and  assist  him,  and  adhere  to  liim,  the  said  George  Wash- 
ington, with  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  same  cause. 

Address  of  the  President  of  Congress  to  George  Washington, 
and  his  reply,  26th  August,  1783: 

Monday,  Auoust  25,  1783. 

CongrasB  being  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the  commander-in-chief  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Princeton : 

Ordtred,  That  he  have  an  audience  in  Congress  to-morrow  at  twelve 

TdesdAT,  AtrocsT  aC,  1783. 

According  ti 
duced  by  two  t 

SiK !  Congress  fee!  particular  pleasure  in  seeing  your  eicellency,  aijd 
in  congratulating  you  on  the  success  of  a  war,  in  which  you  have  acted 
so  conspicuous  a  part. 

It  has  been  the  singular  happiness  of  the  United  States,  (hat  during  a 

ciously  pleased  to  preserve  the  life  of  a  general,  who  "has  merited  and 
the  uninterrupted  confidence  and  affection  of  his  fellow-citi- 
other  nations  many  have  performed  services,  for  whuh  they 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


204 

have  deserved  and  received  the  ihaiiks  of  ihe  public.  But  to  you,  sir, 
peculiar  praise  is  due.  Your  services  have  been  essential  in  acquiring 
and  establishing  the  freedom  and  independence  of  your  country.  They 
deserve  the  grateful  acknowledgmcnla  of  a  Tree  and  independent  nation. 
Those  Bcknovi'ledgnienta  Congresa  have  the  satisfaction  of  eipresaing  lo 
your  excellency. 

Hostilities  have  now  ceased,  but  your  country  still  needs  your  ser- 
vices. She  wishes  to  avail  herself  of  your  talents  in  forming  the  arrange- 
ments which  will  be  necessary  lor  her  In  the  lime  of  peace.  For  this 
reason  your  attendance  at  Congress  has  been  requested.  A  committee 
ia  appointed  to  confer  with  your  excellency,  and  to  receive  your  assist- 
ance in  preparing  and  digesting  plans  relative  to  those  important  ob- 
jects. 

To  which  Iiis  excellency  made  the  following  rpply : 

1  reception  I  have 
of  gra- 
titude. 

Notwithstanding  Congress  appear  to  estimate  the  value  of  my  life 
beyond  any  services  I  have  been  able  to  render  the  United  Stales,  yet  I 
must  be  permitted  to  consider  the  wisdom  and  unanimity  of  our  national 
councils,  the  firmness  of  out  citizens,  and  the  patience  and  bravery  of 
our  troops,  which  have  produced  so  happy  a  termination  of  the  war,  as 
the  most  conspicuous  effect  of  the  divine  interposition  and  the  surest 
presage  of  onr  future  happiness. 

Highly  gratified  by  the  favorable  sentiments  which  Congresa  aro 
pleased  to  express  of  my  past  conduct,  and  amply  rewarded  by  the  con- 
fidence and  affection  of  my  fellow-citizens,  I  cannot  hesitate  to  contribute 
my  best  endeavors  towards  the  establishment  of  the  national  security  in 
whatever  manner  the  sovereign  power  may  think  proper  to  direct,  until 
tiie  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  or  the  final  evacuation 
of  our  country  by  the  British  forces;  after  either  of  which  events,  I  shall 
ask  permission  to  retire  to  the  peaceful  shade  of  private  life. 

Perhaps,  sir,  no  occasion  may  offer  more  suitable  than  the  present  to 
express  my  humble  thanks  to  God,  and  my  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  my  country,  for  the  great  and  imiform  support  I  have  received  in 
every  vicissitude  of  fortune,  and  for  the  many  dislinguislied  honors 
which  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  me  in  the  course  of 
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Resignation,  by  George  Washington,  of  the  ofiiee  of  commander 
in-chief,  to  Congress,  and  answer  of  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, 33(1  December,  1783. 

SjinBDAY,  Deceubek  20,  1763. 

Congreaa  assembled:  Present,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 


A  letter,  of  IhLs  day,  from  (he  command er-in-ehiaf,  was  read,  inform- 
ing Congress  of  his  arriyal  in  Ihia  city,  with  the  intention  of  asking 
leave  to  resign  the  commission  he  has  the  honor  of  holding  in  their  ser- 
vice, and  desiring  to  know  their  pleasure  in  what  manner  it  will  be  most 
proper  to  ofiet  his  resignation;  whether  in  writmg  ot  at  an  audience. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency,  the  commander-in-chief,  be  admitted 
to  a  public  audience,  on  Tuesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  a  public  entertainment  be  given  to  the  commander-in- 
chief  on  Monday  next. 

ToESDlT,  December  33,  1783, 

Congress  assembled:  Present  aa  before. 

According  to  order,  his  oscellency  the  commatidet -in- chief  was  ad- 
mitted la  a  public  audience,  end  being  seated,  the  President,  after  a 
pause,  informed  him,  that  the  United  Stales  in  Congreaa  assembled  were 
prepared  to  receive  his  communications  :  Whereupon  he  arose,  and  ad- 
dressed as  follows : 


[To  revive  the  recollection  of  this  scene,  and  to  renew,  in  the  breasts  of 
the  American  people,  the  emotions  of  gratitude,  affection,  and  veneration, 
that  swelled  the  hearts  of  Statesmen,  Legislators,  Warriors,  and  other 
citizens,  on  that  ever-memorable  occasion,  much  care  has  been  taken  to 
bring  here  to  view  the  living  Washington  as  he  then  appeared  in  the 
Congress  Hall.  Fortunately,  the  affectionate  providence  of  hia  native 
slate  secured,  in  the  best  manner,  the  means  of  transmitting  the  sem- 
blance of  those  venerated  features  and  form  to  posterity.  The  marble 
statue  by  Houdon,  in  the  state-house  at  Richmond,  is  the  most  authentic 
likeness  of  George  Washington  eMant ;  from  this  has  been  token  all  that 
could  be  obtained  from  marble,  the  rest  has  heen  derived  irom  the  best 
paintings,  and  both  combined  by  the  artist  who  has  produced  this  copy. 
31' 
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The  sword  is  taken  from  the  original,  now  in  the  Patent  Office  at  Wash- 
ington. Washington  is  here  represented  in  the  manner  that  he  desired 
to  be,  S3  will  be  seen  by  ihs  fotiowing  memoranda  and  correspondence  : 


uesday,  the  3*1  June,  1784,  it  was 
Md  to  toke  measutes  {or  ptocuiin 
le  finest  marble  ana  the  best  vmikta 


GEORGE  "WASHINGTON  i 


ofVirgima,ofwMchhe 


Aocordinffly  Governor  Harriaon  applied  to  Wt.  Jefferaon  and  Dr.  FrankILn,  tl 
in  Paris,  to  eniraee  a  alatusry.  Mr.  Houdonwasenssiied,  aitd  came  lo  Ameri 
111  17S5,  in  the  same  vewel  with  Dr.  Franklin.  He  took  from  Mr.  Jefferson  a 
leE  to  Washinglon,  from  which  the  IblJowing  is  an  eiiracl : 


"Porij  lOJuly.irai 


■-ritrii^  LU  jui> 


employed  fnrai  nil  oatti  of  Eorope  in  whatever  is  caniial.  He  hae  had  a  diffi- 
oalty  to  withdraw  fiiuiKlf  from  an  order  of  the  Empresi  of  Rusaia;  adifficuliy, 
however,  thai  oroie  from  a  flenire  10  dhow  her  respeol,  but  which  never  gave  hi ra 
a  moment's  hesitation  about  hia  present  voyage,  which  he  considers  oa  promising 
the  brig[hlesl  chapter  of  his  history.    I  have  apokea  of  him  as  an  artist  only  ;  but 
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more  worihy  of  iha  mametly  genius  of  Ui«  first  iialuaryin  Europe;  &r  thus  you 
""  Uwiirgive  nieTlea«ore,  sit,  to  welcome  you  to  lliia  Bea.1  of  my  retirtmeof, 

woi)1i'ge"you  wfli  be"aiMng'lhe™sl°liings  in'whicli  1  shall  be  found  fiefioient, 
Thf  artist  reached  Mount  Vernon  on  the  3d  of  Oclober,  where  he  spent  a  forl- 


"  PaHs,  4  jBunary,  ITW. 

/iv^red  me  by  Mr.  HJudon.  who  is  safely  reiarned.  He  hae  brouehl  with  hint  Iha 
nioLild  ol  the  face  only,  having  leA  the  other  parts  of  hia  work  wjlh  his  worknie.> 

lhe''°up''6ri^t3nce  of  thTjusf'^ninml,  haVi^'  Wl  nTb^toTwhwIo  ™lo" 
tbe  GOHtume  of  the  statue  ^as  decided  on,  I  csDnol  so  Weil  salis^  myself,  and  t 
am  persuaded  I  should  not  go  well  satisfy  the  workl,  »>  hj  consulting  your  own 
wish  or  jncliimtion  as  to  this  ariicla.    Pennil  me,  IherelbrBi  to  ask  you  whellier 

esecoted,  if  you  will  be  so  goud  as  to  meke  it  known  lo  me," 


sr  to  yonr  obligipg  inquiries  reipectlng  the  dress  and  sitituile,  which 
h  to  have  given  to  tbe  Btatoe  iQ  nuestion,  I  bale  only  to  obseryc,  that, 
.ufficient  knowledge  in  tbe  ait  of  scniptare  to  oppose  my  iudginrnl  to 
connoisseuia,  I  do  not  desire  to  diotate  in  the  matter.  On  the  eon- 
11  be  perfectly  ealtsfled  with  whaterar  may  be  jnilged  dacenl  and 
lould  evsu  scarcely  hare  vantared  to  soffgest,  that  perhaps  a  sarvilo 

on  in/n™  ^l**''™iSn  ealiime,  if  I'^Ead^crt'leimit  from  Co'onS 
that  this  was  a  eircumstanca  hinted  in  conversalion  by  Mr.  West  to 


1^'  llbund It  strongly  Iha  sentimant  of  West,  Copley,  Trumbull,  and  Brown,  in 
London:  after  which  it  would  be  ridiaulons  to  add,  that  it  was  my  own." 
This  work,  Iherelbre,  purports  to  be  an  exact  porlrni!  stain e  of  Washington, — 

(omaJ  u  appear  ai  Conunanrfer-in-cAr^  fjo  other  statue  was  ever  made  from  his 
person.  This  was  modelled  about  two  years  alter  the  close  of  his  military  career, 
in  the  flfty-rourlh  year  of  his  age,  a  circumsianca  to  be  borne  in  mind  In  compar- 
ing il  with  later  porlralEs.  Idow  well,  in  point  of  rceemblanee,  it  satisfied  his 
contciDporarieB  and  assoaiatas,  may  bejo^edfrom  the  strong  declaraiion  of 
Judge  jaarshalJ  lathe  pareonliared  Sparks)  to  whom  theworia  is  iudebted  for 
the  erection  ofWaahiitgloa^s  mttary  monornenl, — ^at,  to  a  speatator  standing  on 
the  tight  hand  of  the  statue,  and  taking  a  half-front  view,  "  it  represented  tha 
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Mb.  Peesident  :  The  great  events  on  which  my  re- 
signation depended  having  at  length  taken  place,  I  have 
now  the  honor  of  offering  my  sincere  congratulations  to 
Congress,  and  of  presenting  myself  before  them,  to  sur- 
render into  their  hands  the  trust  committed  to  me,  and  to 
claim  the  indulgence  of  retiring  from  the  service  of  my 
country. 

Happy  in  the  confirmation  of  our  independence  and 
sovereignty,  and  pleased  with  the  opportunity  afforded 
the  United  States  of  becoming  a  respectable  nation,  I 
resign  with  satisfaction  the  appointment  I  accepted  with 
diffidence ;  a  diffidence  in  my  abilities  to  accomplish  so 
arduous  a  task ;  which  however  was  superseded  by  a  con- 
fidence in  the  rectitude  of  our  cause,  the  support  of  the 
supreme  power  of  the  Union,  and  the  patronage  of  Heaven. 

The  successful  termination  of  the  war  has  verified  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  ;  and  my  gratitude  for  the 
interposition  of  Providence,  and  the  assistance  I  have  re- 
ceived from  my  countrymen,  increases  with  every  review 
of  the  momentous  contest. 

While  I  repeat  my  obligations  to  the  army  in  general, 
I  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings  not  to  acknow- 
ledge, in  this  place,  the  peculiar  services  and  distinguished 
merits  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  attached  to  my 
person  during  the  war.  It  was  impossible  the  choice 
of  confidential  officers  to  compose  my  family  should  have 
been  more  fortunate.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  recommend,  in 
particular,  those  who  have  continued  in  the  service  to  the 
present  moment,  as  worthy  of  the  favorable  notice  and 
patronage  of  Congress, 

]  consider  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  close  this  last 
act  of  my  official  life  by  commending  the  interests  of  our 
dearest  country  to  the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  and 
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those  who  have  the  superintendence  of  tliem  to  his  holy 
keeping. 

Having  now  finished  the  work  assigned  me,  I  retire 
from  the  great  theatre  of  action,  and  bidding  an  affec- 
tionate farewell  to  this  august  body,  under  whose  orders 
I  have  so  long  acted,  I  here  offer  my  commission,  and 
take  my  leave  of  all  the  employments  of  public  life. 

He  than  advanced  and  delivered  to  the  President  his  conimiasion,  with 
a  copy  of  his  address,  and  having  resumed  hia  place,  the  FreBideni 
(THOMis  Mifflin)  relumed  him  the  following  answer : 

SiH :  Tlie  Untied  Slates  in  Congress  assembled  receive,  with  emo- 
tions loo  affecting  for  uiterance,  the  solemn  resignation  of  ihe  authoritiea 
under  which  you  have  led  their  troopo  with  success  through  a  perilous 
and  doubtful  war.  Called  upon  by  yo  r  cou  ilry  lo  defend  ita  invaded 
rights,  you  accepted  the  sacred  char|,e  before  it  hod  formed  alliances, 
and  whilst  it  was  without  funds  or  a  g  veriiment  to  support  you.  Yoii 
have  conducted  the  great  military  co  lest  with  w  sdom  and  fortitude, 
invariably  regarding  the  rights  of  the  c  vil  power  through  all  disasters 
and  changes.  You  have,  by  the  love  and  confidence  of  your  fellow, 
citizens,  enabled  them  to  display  their  martial  genius,  and  transmit  ihcir 
fame  to  posterity.  You  have  persevered  til!  these  United  States,  aided 
by  a  magnajumous  king  and  nation,  have  been  enabled,  under  a  ju?t 
Providence,  to  close  the  war  in  freedom,  safety,  and  independence  ;  on 
which  happy  event  we  sincerely  join  you  in  congratulations. 

Having  defended  the  standard  of  liberty  in  this  new  world;  having 
taught  a  lesson  useful  to  those  who  inflict  and  to  those  who  feel  oppres- 
sion, you  retire  from  Ihe  great  theatre  of  action,  with  the  blessings  of 
your  fellow- citiiena ;  but  the  glory  of  your  virtues  will  not  terminate 
with  your  military  command ;  it  will  contmue  to  animate  remotest  ages. 

We  feel  with  you  our  obligations  lo  the  array  in  general,  and  will 
particularly  charge  ourselves  with  the  interests  of  those  confidential 
officers,  who  have  attended  your  person  to  this  affecting  moment. 

Wo  join  you  in  commending  the  interests  of  our  dearest  country  to 
the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  beseeching  him  to  dispose  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  its  citizens  to  improve  the  opportunity  afforded  them  of 
becoming  a  happy  and  respeolabiB  nation.  And  for  you  we  address  to 
him  our  earnest  prayers,  that  a  life  so  beloved  may  be  fostered  with  all 
his  care  ;  that  your  days  may  be  happy  as  Ihey  have  been  illustrious ; 
and  that  he  will  finally  give  you  that  reward  which  ihis  world  cannot  f1v« 
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ELECTION  OF  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  AS  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  AND  HIS  INAUGURAL  AD- 
DRESS. 

MoNDAT,  April  6,  1789. 

The  President  of  the  Senate,  elected  for  the  purpose  of  counting 
the  votes,  declared  to  the  Senate,  that  the  Senate  and  House  of 
ItepreaenUtives  had  met,  and  that  he,  in  Iheir  presence,  had  opened 
and  counted  the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
Bident  of  the  United  States ;  whereby  it  appears  that 

Georoe  Washibgton  was  unanimoosly  elected  President. 

Whereupon  the  following  certificate  and  letter,  prepared  by  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Paterson,  Johnson,  Lee,  and 
Ellsworth,  were  adopted  by  Ihe  Senate,  and  signed  by  their  Pre- 
sident. 

Be  it  InoMin,  That  the  Senate  and  House  of  RcpreBCnlativea  of  iha 
Uniled  SlBlee  of  America,  being  convened  in  the  ciiy  and  Slaie  of  New 
York,  the  sislhday  of  Aprii,  in  ihe  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighly-nine,  the  nnderwrillen,  appointed  Freaidenl  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  receiving,  opening,  and  counting  the 
votes  of  the  Electors,  did.  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  open  all  the  cerlifieateB,  and  count  all  the  voles  of 
the  Electors  for  a  President  and  for  a  Vice  President ;  by  whicli  it  ap- 
pears that  Geobge  WasHiMGTOH,  esq.,  was  unaniraouaty  elected, 
agreeably  to  the  Constitution,  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America. 

Id  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  act  my  hand  and  seal. 

JOHN  LANGDON. 

New  Yore,  April  6, 1789. 

Stb  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Exoolleucy  the  information 
of  your  unanimous  election  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  State 
of  America.  Suffer  me,  sir,  to  indulge  the  hope,  that  so  auspicious  a 
mark  of  pabhc  confidence  will  meet  your  approbation,  and  be  considered 
as  a  sure  pledge  of  the  affection  and  support  you  are  to  eiipcct  from  a 
Tree  and  enlightened  people. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 
JOHN  LANGDON. 

To  hiB  E;('cy  Georse  Washihstoh,  esq. 
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Thuksdav,  April  30,  1789. 

The  oath  of  office  having  been  administered  by  the  Chancellol 
of  the  Sate  of  New  York,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representa tires,  to  George  Washin^on,  President  of  the 
United  States,  he  then  made  the  following  Inaugural  address ; 

FeUoto-Ciiizsns  of  the  Senate,  and 

of  the  llouie  of  Mfpresenlulises  i 
Among  the  Ticissitudes  incident  to  life,  no  event  could  have  filled 
me  with  greater  anxieties  than  that  of  which  the  notification  was 
transmitted  by  your  order,  and  received  on  the  14th  day  of  the  pre- 
sent month.  On  the  one  hand,  I  was  summoned  by  my  country, 
whose  voice  I  can  never  hear  but  with  veneration  and  love,  from  a 
retreat  which  I  had  chosen  with  the  fondest  predilection,  and,  in 
my  flattering  hopes,  with  an  immulahle  decision,  as  the  asylum  of 
my  declining  years ;  a  retreat  which  was  rendered  every  day  more 
neeessBTy,  as  well  as  more  dear  to  me,  by  the  addition  of  habit  to 
inclination,  and  of  frequent  interruptions  in  my  health,  to  the  gra- 
dual waste  committed  on  it  by  time.  On  the  oliier  hand,  the  mag- 
nitude and  difficulty  of  the  trust  to  which  the  voice  of  my  country 
called  me,  being  sufficient  to  awaken  in  the  wisest  and  most  expe- 
rienced of  her  citizens  a  distrustful  scrutiny  into  his  qualilieations, 
could  not  but  overwhelm  with  despondence  one,  who,  inheriting 
inferior  endowments  from  nature,  and  unpractised  in  the  duties  of 
civil  administration,  ought  to  be  peculiarly  conscious  of  liis  own 
deficiencies.  In  this  conflict  of  emotions,  all  I  dare  aver,  is,  that 
it  has  been  my  faithful  study  to  collect  my  duty  from  a  just  appre- 
ciation of  every  circumstance  by  which  it  might  be  affected.  All 
I  dare  hope,  is,  that  if,  in  executing  this  task,  I  have  been  loo 
much  swayed  by  a  grateful  remembrance  of  former  instances,  or 
by  an  affectionate  sensibility  to  this  transcendent  proof  of  the  con- 
fidence of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  have  thence  loo  little  consulted 
my  incapacity  as  well  as  disinclination  for  the  weighty  and  untried 
cares  before  me,  my  error  will  be  palliated  by  the  motives  which 
misled  me,  and  its  consequences  he  judged  hy  my  country,  with 
some  share  of  the  partiality  in  which  they  originated. 
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Such  being  the  impressions  under  wlilcli  I  have,  in  obedience  to 
the  public  Bummons,  repaired  to  the  present  station,  it  would  ha 
peouliarly  improper  to  omit,  in  this  tirst  offip.ial  act,  my  fervent  sup- 
plications to  that  Almighty  Being  who  rules  over  the  universe— 
who  presides  in  the  councils  of  nations — and  whose  providential 
aids  can  supply  every  human  defect,  that  his  benediction  may  con- 
secrate to  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  a  government  instituted  by  themselves  for  these  essential 
purposes  :  and  may  enable  every  instrument  employed  in  its  admin- 
istration to  execute  with  success  the  functions  allotted  to  his  charge. 
In  tendering  this  homage  to  the  Great  Author  of  every  public  and 
private  good,  I  assure  myself  that  it  expresses  your  sentimenla  not 
less  than  my  own ;  nor  those  of  my  fellow-citizens  at  large,  less 
than  either.  No  people  can  be  bound  to  acknowledge  and  adore 
the  invisible  hand  v^bich  conducts  the  affairs  of  men,  more  than 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  Every  step  by  which  they  have 
advanced  to  the  character  of  an  Independent  nation,  aeema  to  have 
been  distinguished  by  some  token  of  providential  agency;  and  id 
the  important  revolution  just  accomplished  in  the  system  of  their 
united  government,  the  tranquil  deliberations,  and  voluntary  con- 
sent of  so  many  distinct  communities,  from  which  the  event  liaa 
resulted,  cannot  he  compared  with  the  means  by  which  most  go- 
vernments have  been  established,  without  some  return  of  pioaa 
gratitude,  along  with  an  humble  anticipation  of  the  future  blessings 
which  the  past  seem  to  presage.  These  reflections,  arising  out  of 
the  present  crisis,  have  forced  themselves  too  strongly  on  my  mind 
to  be  suppressed.  You  will  join  with  me  I  tr  1st  i  i  thinking  that 
there  are  none,  under  the  influence  of  which  the  proceedings  of  a 
new  and  free  government  can  more  auspiciously  commence 

By  the  article  establishing  the  executive  depart  nent  it  is  made 
the  doty  of  the  President  "to  recommend  to  your  <,ons  deration 
such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  nece-isary  and  expedient "  The 
circumstances  under  which  I  now  meet  you  will  acquit  me  from 
entering  into  that  subject,  farther  than  to  refer  to  the  great  consti- 
tutional charter  under  which  you  are  assembled  and  whii-h  in  de- 
fining your  powers,  designates  the  objects  to  which  j  our  attention 
is  to  be  given.  It  will  be  more  consistent  with  those  ci 
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and  far  more  congenial  with  the  feeiings  wliich  a  -Aa^te  me,  M  sub- 
stitute, in  place  of  a  leoommGndalion  of  particular  measures,  the 
tribute  that  is  due  to  the  talents,  the  rectitude,  and  tbe  patriotjsni, 
which  adorn  the  characters  selected  to  devise  and  adopt  tbem.  In 
these  honourable  qualifications  1  behold  the  sorest  pledges  that,  as 
on  one  side,  no  local  prejudices  or  attachments,  no  separate  views, 
nor  party  animosities,  will  misdirect  the  comprehensive  and  equal 
eye  which  ought  to  wal«h  over  this  great  assemblage  of  communi- 
ties and  interests ;  so,  on  another,  that  the  foundations  of  our  na- 
tional policy  will  be  laid  in  the  pare  and  immutable  principles  of 
private  morality ;  and  the  pre-eminence  of  free  government  be  ex- 
emplified by  all  the  attributes  which  can  win  the  affections  of  its 
citizens,  and  command  the  respect  of  the  world.  I  dwell  on  this 
prospect  with  every  satisfiicdon  which  an  ardent  love  for  my  coun- 
try can  inspire ;  since  there  is  no  truth  more  thoroughly  established, 
than  that  there  exists  in  the  economyand  course  of  nature  an  indis- 
soluble union  between  virtue  and  happiness — between  duty  and 
advantage — between  the  genuine  masims  of  an  honest  and  magna- 
nimous policy,  and  the  solid  rewards  of  public  prosperity  and  feli- 
city i  since  we  ought  to  be  no  less  persuaded  that  the  propitious 
srniles  of  Heaven  can  never  be  expected  on  a  nation  that  disregards 
the  eternal  rules  of  order  and  right,  which  Heaven  itself  has  or- 
dained ;  and  since  the  preservation  of  the  sacred  fire  of  liberty,  and 
the  destiny  of  the  republican  model  of  government,  are  justly  con- 
sidered as  deeply,  perhaps  as  finally,  slaked,  on  the  expetioient  en- 
trusted to  the  hands  of  the  American  people. 

Besides  the  ordinary  objects  submitted  to  yoor  care,  it  will  re- 
main with  your  judgment  to  decide,  how  far  an  exercise  of  the 
occasional  power  delegated  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution 
is  rendered  expedient  at  the  present  juncture,  by  the  nature  of  ob- 
jections which  have  been  urged  against  the  system,  or  by  thi3 
dfigree  of  inquietude  which  has  ^ven  birth  to  them.  Instead  of 
undertaking  particular  recommendations  on  this  subject,  in  which 
I  could  be  guided  by  no  lights  derived  from  official  opportunities, 
I  shall  again  give  way  to  my  entire  confidence  in  your  discernment 
and  purs\iit  of  the  puhlic  good;  for,  I  assure  myself,  that  whilst 
you  carefully  avoid  every  alteration  which  might  endanger  the 
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Denefits  of  an  united  and  effective  government,  or  wliicli  ougJit  to 
await  the  future  lessons  of  esperience,  a  reverence  for  the  chaiao- 
tertstio  rights  of  freemen,  and  a  regard  for  the  public  harmony, 
will  sufficiently  influence  jour  deliberations  on  the  question,  how 
fer  the  former  can  be  more  impregnably  fortified,  or  the  latter  be 
safely  and  advantageously  promoted. 

To  the  preceding  observations  I  hare  one  to  add,  which  will  he 
most  properly  addressed  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  con- 
cerns myself,  and  will,  therefore,  be  as  brief  aa  possible.  When  I 
was  first  honored  with  a  call  into  the  service  of  my  country,  then 
on  the  eve  of  an  arduous  struggle  for  its  liberties,  the  light  in  which 
1  contemplated  my  duty,  required  that  I  should  renounce  every 
pecuniary  compensation.  From  this  resolution  I  have  in  no  in- 
stance departed;  and  being  still  under  the  impressiona  whieh  pro- 
duced it,  I  must  decline,  as  inapplicable  Co  myself,  any  share  in  the 
personal  emoluments  which  may  be  iadispensably  included  in  a 
permanent  provision  for  the  executive  department;  and  must  ac- 
cordingly pray  that  the  pecuniary  estimates  for  the  station  in  which 
I  am  placed,  may,  during  my  continuance  in  it,  be  limited  to  such 
actua)  expenditures  as  the  public  good  may  be  thought  to  require. 

Having  thus  imparted  to  you  my  sentiments,  as  they  have  been 
awakened  by  the  occasion  whieh  brings  us  together,  I  shall  take 
my  present  leave;  hut  notwithoutresorting  once  more  to  the  benign 
Parent  of  the  human  race,  in  humble  supplication,  that,  since  he 
has  been  pleased  to  favor  the  American  people  with  opportunities 
for  deliberating  in  perfect  tranquillity,  and  dispositions  for  decid- 
ing, with  unparalleled  unanimity,  on  a  form  of  government  for  the 
security  of  their  Union,  and  the  advancement  of  their  happiness, 
so  his  Divine  blessing  may  be  equally  conspicuous  in  the  enlarged 
views,  the  temperate  consultations,  and  the  wise  measures,  on 
which  the  success  of  tills  government  must  depend. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

Aprii.  30,  1789. 
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FAREWELL  ADDRESS  OF  GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  PRE 
SIDENT,  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
SEPTEMBER  17,  1796. 

FWends  and  Fellow-ciiizens  i 

The  period  for  a  new  election  of  a  citben  to  administer  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government  of  the  Uniled  States  being  not  far  distant,  and 
the  time  actually  arrived  when  your  thoughts  must  be  employed  in 
designating  tlie  person  who  is  lo  be  clothed  with  that  important 
trust,  it  appears  to  me  proper,  especially  as  it  may  conduce  to  a 
more  distinct  expression  of  the  puhHe  voice,  that  I  should  now  ap- 
prize you  of  the  resolution  I  have  formed,  to  decline  being  con- 
sidered among  the  number  of  those  out  of  whom  a  choice  is  to  be 

I  beg  yon,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  me  the  justice  to  be  assured 
that  this  resolution  has  not  been  taken  without  a  strict  regard  to  all 
the  considerations  appertaining  to  the  relation  which  hinds  a  dutiful 
citizen  to  hia  country;  and  that,  in  withdrawing  the  tender  of  ser- 
vice, which  silence,  in  my  situation,  might  imply,  I  am  influenced 
by  no  diminution  of  zeal  for  your  future  interest;  no  deficiency  of 
grateful  respect  for  yoor  past  kindness  ;  but  am  supported  by  a  full 
conviction  that  the  st«p  is  compatible  with  both. 

The  acceptance  of,  and  continuance  hitherto  in,  the  office  lo 
which  your  suffrages  have  twice  called  me,  have  been  a  uniform 
sacrifice  of  inclination  to  the  opinion  of  duty,  and  to  a  deference 
for  what  appeared  to  be  your  desire.  I  constantly  hoped  that  it 
would  have  been  much  earlier  in  my  power,  consistently  with  mo- 
tives which  I  was  not  at  liberty  to  disregard,  lo  return  to  that  re- 
tirement from  which  I  had  been  reluctantly  drawn.  The  strength 
of  my  inclination  to  do  this,  previous  t*  the  last  election,  had  even 
led  to  the  preparation  of  an  address  to  declare  it  lo  you ;  but  mature 
reflection  on  the  then  perplexed  and  critical  posture  of  our  afFalrs 
with  foreign  nations,  and  tiie  unanimous  advice  of  persons  entitled 
to  my  confidence,  impelled  me  lo  abandon  the  idea. 

1  rejoice  that  the  slate  of  your  concerns,  external  as  well  as  iii- 
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lernal,  no  longer  renders  Ihe  pursuit  of  inpllnatlon  inoompatiblo 
with  the  soTitiment  of  duty  or  propriety  ;  and  am  persuaded,  what- 
ever partiality  may  be  retained  for  my  services,  that,  in  the  present 
rcmta  f  uny         Ud  &app     e  my  determi- 

Th      mp  with  wh    h  I  fi  rt    t         arduous  trust 

pi        d         h    pr  p  I  (]      harge  of  this 

t,  I      11      ly     y    ha      L  d  3  contributed 

tolh        gatinddi  ra  Government 

thbt  fwhchry  d  was  capable. 

N  t  1h  y        my  qoaJifica- 

p  my    w      y        p        p  re  in  the  eyes 

I     th  rs — h  tl  e     d    h    m  to  e  of  myself; 

d  ydyth  r         g'w  rs    dmonishes  me, 

m  dmhth  m  as      cessary  to  me 

11  b         1    m  ft  d    h  y  stances  have 

given  peculiar  value  to  my  serviees,  they  were  temporary,  I  have 

the  consolation  to  believe  that,  while  choice  and  prudence  inrita 

me  to  quit  die  polidcal  scene,  patriotism  does  not  forbid  it. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  moment  which  is  intended  to  terminate 
the  career  of  my  public  life,  my  feelings  do  not  permit  me  to  sus- 
pend the  deep  acknowledgment  of  that  debt  of  gratitude  which  I 
owe  to  my  beloved  country  for  the  many  honors  it  has  confened 
upon  mej  still  more  for  the  steadfast  confidence  with  which  it  has 
supported  me ;  and  for  the  opportunities  I  have  thence  enjoyed  of 
manifesting  my  inviolable  attachment,  by  services  feithful  and  per- 
severing, though  in  usefulness  unequal  to  my  zeal.  If  benefits 
have  resulted  to  our  country  from  these  services,  let  it  always  be 
remembered  to  your  praise,  and  as  an  instructive  example  in  our 
annals,  that,  under  circumstances  in  which  the  passions,  aptated 
in  every  direction,  were  liable  to  mislead;  amidst  appearances 
■s  dubious,  vicissitudes  of  fortune  often  discouraging;  in 
which,  not  unfrequently,  want  of  success  has  counte- 
nanced the  spirit  of  criticism, — the  constancy  of  your  support  was 
the  essential  prop  of  the  efforts,  and  a  guarantee  of  tlie  plans,  by 
which  they  were  effected.     Profoundly  penetrated  with  this  idea, 
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I  shall  cany  it  with  me  to  my  gravp,  aa  a  string  incitement  to  un- 
ceasing vows,  that  Heaven  may  eantlnue  to  you  the  choicest  to- 
kens of  its  beneficence;  that  your  union  and  brotherly  affection 
may  be  perpetual ;  that  the  free  Constitution,  which  is  the  work 
of  your  hands,  may  be  sacredly  maintained;  that  its  administra- 
tion, in  every  department,  may  be  stamped  with  wisdom  and  vir- 
tue ;  that,  in  fine,  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  Ihese  Slates,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  liberty,  may  be  made  complete,  by  so  careful  a 
preservation  and  80  prudent  a  use  of  this  blessing  as  will  acquire 
to  them  the  gloiy  of  recommending  it  to  the  applause,  the  affec- 
tion, and  the  adoption  of  every  nation  which  is   yet  a  stranger 

Here,  perhaps,  I  onght  to  stop ;  bat  a  solicitude  for  your  wel- 
f  h    h  d  but  with  my  life,  and  the  apprehension  of 

d  n  t  ral  to  tl  t  olicitude,  urge  me,  on  an  occasion  like  tlie 

p  t  to  ff  t  y  solemn  contemplation,  and  to  recommend 
tyutq  wm  *t3   wh'  h        the  result  of 

h     fl    t         f  d  rab!      b  nd  which  ap- 

pto  Upla  1pm  yfjr  felicity  aa  a 

people,     Ihese  wllbffddy  hi  e  freedom,  aa 

you  can  only  s  h         hd  d'B  gofa  parting 

friend,  who  ca     p       bly  h  p  1   m  to  bias  bis 

counsel ;  nor  c      I  f   g  g  t,  your  indul- 

gent reception  y 


f 


s  the  love  of  liberty  with  every  ligament  of  your 
d    '  n     f  m'ne  is  necessary  to  fortify  or  eon- 


Interwoven  as 

firm  th  hui 

Th  y    ''  g         m    t,  wh  ch  constitutes  you  one  people,  ia 

ilso  w  dea  to  y  I  j  tly  so  j  for  it  ia  a  main  pillar  in 
the  edili        f  y  !      d  p  ndence— the  support  of  your  tran- 

qiiilli  y      h  y       P  b      d,  of  your  safety,  of  your  pros- 

perity,    f   1  ly  1  b  Tty  wh    h  you  so  highly  priae.     But  as  it 

is  eariy  to  foresee  that,  from  different  causes  and  from  different 
miarters,  much  pains  will  be  taken,  many  artifices  employed,  to 
weaken  in  your  minds  the  conviction  of  this  truth :  <ts  this  is  lli« 

sa- 
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pjint  In  your  political  fortress  aga'r.st  which  the  batteries  of  in- 
ternal and  external  enemies  will  be  most  constantly  and  actively 
(though  often  covertly  and  insidiously)  directed, — it  is  of  infinite 
moment  that  you  should  properly  estimate  the  immense  value  of 
your  national  union  to  your  collective  and  individual  happiness ; 
that  you  should  cherish  a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immovable  attach- 
ment to'*'   '""■■ ' 'i-:-i- — .1 '-   -r  ;. --   -f 

the  pal  5 

abandoi  f 

For  this  you  have  every  indneement  of  sympathy  and  interest. 
Citizens  by  birth  or  choice,  of  a  common  country,  that  country  has 
a  right  to  concentrate  your  aifections.  The  name  of  American, 
which  belongs  to  you  in  your  national  capacity,  must  always  exalt 
the  just  pride  of  patriotism,  more  than  any  appellation  derived  from 
local  discriminations.  With  siight  shades  of  difference,  you  have 
the  same  religion,  manners,  habits,  and  political  principles.  You 
have,  in  a  common  cause,  fought  and  triumphed  together;  the  in- 
dependence and  liberty  you  possess  are  tJie  work  of  joint  counsels 
and  joint  efforts,  of  common  dangers,  sufferings,  and  successes. 

But  these  considerations,  however  powerfully  they  address  Uiem- 
selves  to  your  sensibility,  are  greatly  outweighed  by  those  which 
apply  more  immediately  to  your  interest ;  here  every  portion  of  our 
country  finds  the  most  commanding  motives  for  carefully  guarding 
and  preserving  the  union  of  the  whole. 

The  North,  in  an  unrestrained  intercourse  with  the  South,  pro- 
teeled  by  the  equal  laws  of  a  common  government,  finds,  in  the 
productions  of  the  latter,  great  additional  resources  of  maritime  and 
commercial  enterprise,  and  precious  materials  of  manulactunng 
industry.  The  South,  in  the  same  intercourse,  beneiitmg  by  th« 
agency  of  the  North,  sees  its  agritulture  grow,  and  ita  commerce 
expand.     Turning  partly  into  ita  own  channela  the  seamen  of  the 
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North,  it  finds  its  particular  navigation  invigotateci ;  and  while  it 
contributes,  in  different  ways,  to  nourish  and  i.-wrcase  the  general 
masa  of  the  national  navigation,  it  looks  forward  lo  the  protection 
of  a  maritime  strength  to  which  itself  is  unequally  adapted.  The 
East,  in  like  intercourse  with  the  West,  already  finds,  and  in  the 
progressive  improvement  of  interior  comraunioatiofi,  hy  land  and 
water,  will  more  and  more  find,  a  valuable  vent  for  the  commodi- 
ties which  it  brings  from  abroad,  or  manufectures  at  home.  The 
West  deriTes  from  the  East  supplies  requisite  to  its  growth  and 
comfort ;  and  what  is  perhaps  of  still  greater  consequence,  it  must, 
of  necessity,  owe  the  secure  enjoyment  of  indispensable  outlets  for 
its  own  productions,  to  the  weight,  influence,  and  the  future  mari- 
time strength  of  the  Atlantic  side  of  the  Union,  directed  by  an  indis- 
soluble community  of  interest  as  one  nation.  Any  other  tenure  by 
which  the  West  can  hold  this  essential  advantage,  whether  derived 
from  its  own  separate  strength,  or  from  an  apostate  and  unnatural 
connexion  with  any  foreign  power,  must  he  intrinsically  precarious. 

While,  then,  every  part  of  our  country  thus  feels  an  immediate 
and  particular  interest  in  union,  all  the  parts  combined  cannot  fail 
lo  find,  in  the  united  mass  of  means  and  efforts,  greater  strength, 
greater  resource,  proportionably  greater  security  from  external  dan- 
ger, a  less  frequent  interruption  of  their  peace  by  foreign  nations ; 
and  what  is  of  inestimable  value,  they  must  derive  from  union  an 
esemption  from  those  broils  and  wars  between  themselves,  which 
so  frequently  afflict  neighboring  countries,  not  tied  together  by  tho 
same  government ;  which  their  own  rivalships  alone  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  produeeT  but  which  opposite  foreign  alliances,  attach- 
ments, and  intrigues,  would  stimulate  and  imbitter.  Hence,  like- 
wise, they  will  avoid  the  necessity  of  those  over-grown  military 
establishments,  which,  under  any  form  of  government,  are  inaus 
picious  to  liberty,  and  which  are  to  be  regarded  as  particularly  hos- 
tile to  republican  liberty  ;  in  this  sense  it  is  that  your  union  ought 
to  be  considered  as  a  main  prop  of  your  liberty,  and  that  the  lore 
of  the  one  ought  to  endear  to  you  the  preservation  of  the  other. 

These  considerations  speak  a  persuasive  language  to  every  reflect- 
ing and  virtuous  mind,  and  exhibit  the  continuance  of  the  Union 
as  a  primary  object  of  patriotic  desire.     Is  there  a  doubt,  whetiiei 
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n  government  can  embrace  30  largo  a  spliprc  1  Let  espe- 
rienee  solve  it.  To  listen  to  mere  speculation,  In  such  a  case, 
were  criminal.  We  are  authoriied  to  liope,  that  a  proper  organisa- 
tion of  the  whole,  with  the  auxiliary  agency  of  gorerrunents  for 
the  respective  subdivisions,  wiil  afford  a  happy  issue  to  the  espe- 
rimenC.  It  is  well  worth  a  fair  and  full  experiment.  With  such 
powerful  and  obvious  motives  to  Union,  affecting  all  parts  of  onr 
country,  while  experience  shall  not  have  demonstrated  its  imprac- 
ticability, there  will  always  be  reason  to  distrust  the  patriotism  of 
those,  who,  in  any  quarter,  may  endeavor  to  weaken  ita  bands. 

In  contemplating  the  causes  which  may  disturb  our  Union,  it 
occurs,  as  a  matter  of  serious  concern,  that  any  ground  should  have 
been  furnished  for  charaoterii:ing  parties  by  geographical  discrimi- 
nations— Northern  and  Southern — Atlantic  and  Western:  whence 
designing  men  may  endeavor  to  excite  a  belief  that  there  is  a  real 
difference  of  local  interests  and  views.  One  of  the  expedients  of 
party  to  acquire  influence  within  particular  districts,  is  to  misre- 
present the  opinions  and  aims  of  other  districts.  You  cannot  shield 
yourselvea  too  ranch  against  the  jealousies  and  heart-burnings 
which  spring  From  these  misrepresentations ;  they  tend  to  render 
alien  to  each  other  those  who  ought  to  be  bound  together  by  frater- 
nal affection.  The  inhabitants  of  our  western  country  have  lately 
had  a  useful  lesson  on  this  head;  they  have  seen  in  the  negotiation 
by  the  Executive,  and  in  the  unanimous  ratification  by  the  Senate, 
of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  and  in  the  universal  satisfac^on  at  that 
event  throi^hout  the  United  Slates,  a  decisive  proof  how  unfounded 
were  the  suspicions  propagated  among  them,  of  a  policy  in  the 
General  Government,  and  in  the  Atlantic  States,  unfriendly  to  their 
interests  in  regard  to  the  Mississippi ;  they  have  been  witnesses  to 
the  formation  of  two  treaties — that  with  Great  Britain,  and  that 
with  Spain,  which  secure  to  them  every  thing  they  could  desire  in 
respect  to  onr  foreign  relations,  towards  confirming  their  prospe- 
rity. Will  it  not  be  their  wisdom  to  rely  for  the  preservation  of 
these  advantages  on  the  Union  by  which  they  were  procured  1 
Will  they  not  henceforth  be  deaf  to  those  advisers,  if  such  there 
are,  who  would  sever  them  from  their  brethren,  and  connect  them 
with  aliens! 
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To  the  efficacy  and  permanency  of  your  Uniun,  a  Government 
for  tlie  wliole  is  indispensable.  No  allianue,  however  strict  be- 
tween the  parts,  can  be  an  adequate  substitute;  they  must  inevi- 
tably experience  the  infractions  and  interruptions  whicii  all  alli- 
ances, in  all  time,  have  experienced.  Sensible  of  this  momentous 
truth,  you  have  improved,  upon  your  first  essay,  by  the  adoption 
"     "  '"       rnment  better  calculated  than  your  former 

i  for  the  efficacious  management  of  your 
I  Government,  the  offspring  of  our  own 
nnawed,  adopted  upon  full  investigation 
completely  free  in  its  principles,  in  the 
1,  uniting  security  with  energy,  and  con- 
ivision  for  its  own  amendment,  has  a  jusl 
and  your  support.     Respect  for  its  au- 
\\B  laws,  acquiescence  in  its  measures, 
he  fundamental  maxims  of  true  liberty. 
The  bases  of  our  political  systems,  is  the  right  of  the  people  (o 
make  and  to  alter  iJieir  constitutions  of  Government:  but  the  Con- 
stitution which  at  any  time  exists,  till  changed  by  an  explicit  and 
authentic  act  of  the  whole  people,  is  sacredly  obligulory  upon  all. 
The  very  idea  of  the  power,  and  tbe  right  of  the  people  to  establish 
Government,  pre-supposes  the  duty  of  every  individual  to  obey  the 
established  Government. 

All  obstructions  to  tbe  execution  of  tbe  laws,  all  combinations 
and  associations,  under  whatever  plausible  character,  with  the"  real 
design  to  direct,  control,  counteract,  or  awe  tbe  regular  delibera- 
tion and  action  of  the  constituted  authorities,  are  destructive  to  this 
fundamental  principle,  and  of  fata!  tendency.  They  serve  to  or- 
ganize faction,  to  give  it  an  artificial  and  extraordinary  force,  to  put 
in  the  place  of  the  delegated  will  of  the  nation,  the  will  of  a  party, 
often  a  small  but  artful  and  enterprising  minority  of  the  commu- 
nity !  and,  according  to  the  alternate  triumphs  of  different  parties, 
to  make  the  public  administration  the  mirror  of  the  ill-concerted 
and  incongruous  projects  of  faction,  rather  tlian  the  organ  of  con- 
sistent and  wholesome  plans,  digested  by  common  couusels,  and 
modified  by  mutual  interests. 
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However  eomlji nations  or  ass ociiiti tins  of  the  aliovR  description 
may  now  and  then  answer  popular  ends,  tiiey  are  likely,  in  tho 
course  of  time  and  things,  to  become  potent  engines,  by  which 
cunning,  ambitious,  and  unprincipled  men,  will  be  enabled  to  sub- 
Tert  the  power  of  the  people,  and  to  usurp  for  themselves  the  reins 
of  Government;  destroying,  afterwards,  the  very  engines  which 
bad  lifted  them  to  unjust  dominion. 

Towards  tJie  preservation  of  your  Government,  and  the  perma- 
nency of  your  present  happy  state,  it  is  requisite,  not  only  that  you 
Eteadily  discountenance  irregular  oppositions  to  lis  acknowledged 
authoiity,  but  also  that  you  resist  with  care  the  spirit  of  innovation 
upon  its  principles,  however  specious  the  pretexts.  One  method 
of  assault  may  he  to  effect,  in  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  altera- 
tions which  will  impair  the  energy  of  the  system,  and  thus  to 
undermine  what  cannot  be  directly  overthrown.  In  all  the  changes 
to  which  yon  may  be  invited,  remember  that  time  and  habit  are  at 
least  as  necessary  to  fix  the  true  character  of  governments  as  of 
other  human  institutions ;  that  experience  is  the  surest  standard  by 
which  to  test  the  real  tendency  of  the  existing  constitution  of  a 
country ;  that  lacility  in  changes,  upon  the  credit  of  mere  hypo- 
thesis and  opinion,  exposes  to  perpetual  change,  from  the  endless 
variety  of  hypothesis  and  opinion;  and  remember, 
for  the  efficient  management  of  your  comr 
try  so  extensive  as  ours,  a  Government  of  as  much  vigor  as  is 
consistent  with  the  perfect  security  of  liberty,  is  indispensable. 
Liberty  itself  will  find  in  such  a  Government,  with  powers  pro- 
perly distributed  and  adjusted,  its  surest  guardian.  It  is,  indeed, 
little  else  than  a  name,  where  the  Government  is  too  feeble  to  with- 
stand theenterprisesoffaction,  to  confine  each  member  of  the  society 
within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  laws,  and  to  maintain  all  In  the 
secure  and  tranquil  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  person  and  property, 

I  have  already  intimated  to  you  the  danger  of  parti 
with  particular  reference  to  the  founding  of  them  on  geographical 
discriminations.  Let  me  now  take  a  more  comprehei 
and  warn  you,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  against  the  baneful 
effects  of  the  spirit  of  party  generally. 
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Tills  spirit,  unfortunately,  is  inacpaRihle  from  our  nature,  having 
its  root  in  tlie  strongest  passions  of  the  human  mind.  It  exists 
under  dilTerent  stiapes,  in  all  Governments,  more  or  less  atiHed, 
controlled,  or  repressed  ;  but  in  those  of  the  popular  form  it  is  seen 
in  its  greatest  rankness,  and  is  truly  their  worst  enemy. 

The  alternate  domination  of  one  faction  over  another,  sharpened 
by  the  spirit  of  revenge,  natural  to  party  dissension,  which,  in  dif- 
ferent ages  and  countries,  has  perpetrated  the  most  horrid  enormi- 
ties, is  itself  a  frightful  despotism.  Sut  this  leads,  at  length,  to  a 
more  foimal  and  permanent  doapotism.  The  disorders  and  miseries 
which  result,  gradually  incline  the  minds  of  men  to  seek  security 
and  repose  in  the  absolute  power  of  an  individual ;  and,  sooner  or 
later,  the  chief  of  some  prevailing  faction,  more  able  or  more  fortu- 
nate than  his  competitors,  turns  this  disposition  to  the  purposes  of 
his  own  elevation  on  iJie  ruins  of  public  liberty. 

Without  looking  forward  to  an  estremity  of  this  kind,  (which, 
nevertheless,  ought  not  to  be  entirely  out  of  sight,)  the  common  and 
continual  mischiefs  of  the  spirit  of  party  are  sufficient  to  make  it  the 
interest  and  duty  of  a  wise  people  to  discourage  and  restrain  it. 

It  serves  always  to  distract  the  public  councils,  and  enfeeble  the 
public  administration.  It  agitates  tiie  coniraunity  with  ill-founded 
jealousies  and  false  alarms;  kindles  the  animosity  of  one  part 
against  another;  foments,  occasionally,  riot  and  insurrection.  It 
opens  the  door  to  foreign  influence  and  corruption,  which  Hnd  a 
facilitated  access  \o  the  Government  itself,  through  the  channels 
Thus  the  policy  and  the  will  of  one  country 
J)  the  policy  and  will  of  anoUier. 
1  opinion  that  parties,  in  free  countries,  are  useful 
s  upon  the  administration  of  the  Government,  and  serve  Co 
keep  alive  the  spirit  of  liberty.  This,  within  certain  limits,  is  pro- 
bably true ;  and  in  Governments  of  a  monarchical  cast,  patriotism 
may  look  with  indulgence,  if  not  with  favor,  upon  the  spirit  of 
party.  But  in  those  of  tiie  popular  character,  in  Governments 
purely  elective,  it  is  a  spirit  not  to  be  encouraged.  From  their 
natural  tendency,  it  is  certain  there  will  always  be  enough  of  that 
Bplrit  for  every  salutary  purpose.     And  'here  being  constant  danger 
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of  excess,  the  effort  ought  to  be,  by  force  of  public  opinion,  to 
mitigate  and  assuage  it.  A  fire  not  to  be  quenched,  it  demands  a 
uniform  vigilance  to  prevent  its  bursting  into  a  flame,  lest,  instead 
of  warming,  it  should  consume. 

It  is  important,  likewise,  tliat  the  habits  of  thinking,  in  a  free 
country,  should  inspire  caution  in  those  intrusted  with  its  adminis- 
tration, to  coofine  themselves  within  their  respective  constitutional 
spheres,  avoiding,  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  one  department, 
to  encroach  upon  another.  The  spirit  of  encroachment  tends  to 
consolidate  the  powers  of  all  the  departments  in  one,  and  thus  to 
create,  whatever  the  form  of  Government,  a  rea!  despotism.  A 
just  estimate  of  that  love  of  power,  and  proneness  to  abuse  itwhicli 
predominates  in  the  human  heart,  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  us  of  l^o 
truth  of  this  position.  The  necessity  of  reciprocal  checlts  in  the 
eraroise  of  political  power,  by  dividing  and  distributing  it  into  dif- 
ferent depositories,  and  constituting  each  the  guardbnof  She  public 
weal,  against  invasions  by  the  others,  has  been  evinced  by  experi- 
ments, ancient  and  moderr> ;  some  of  them  in  our  own  country,  and 
under  our  own  eyes.  To  preserve  them  must  be  as  necessary  as  to 
institute  them.  If,  in  tlie  opinion  of  the  people,  the  distribution 
or  modification  of  the  constitutional  powers  be,  in  any  particular, 
wrong,  let  it  be  corrected  by  an  amendment  in  the  way  which  the 
Constitution  designates.  But  let  there  be  no  change  by  usurpa- 
tion ;  for  though  this,  in  one  instance,  may  he  the  instrument  of 
good,  if  is  the  customary  weapon  by  which  free  Governments  are 
destroyed.  The  precedent  must  always  greatly  overbalance,  in 
permanent  evil,  any  partial  or  transient  benefit  which  the  nse  can, 
at  any  ^me,  yield. 

Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits  which  lead  to  political  pros- 
perity, reli^on  and  morality  are  indispensable  supports.  In  vain 
would  that  man  claim  the  tribute  of  patriotism,  who  should  labor 
to  subvert  these  great  pillars  of  human  happiness,  these  firmest 
props  of  the  duties  of  men  and  citizens.  The  mere  politician, 
equally  with  the  pious  man,  ought  to  respect  and  to  cherish  them, 
A  volume  could  not  trace  ali  their  connexions  with  private  and 
public  felicity.    Let  it  simply  he  asked,  where  is  the  security  for 
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property,  for  reputation,  for  life,  if  the  sense  of  religious  obligation 
destrl  the  oaths  which  are  the  itistrumenls  of  investigation  in  courla 
of  justice  1  And  let  us  with  caution  indulge  tlie  supposition,  thai 
morality  can  be  maintained  without  religion.  Whatever  may  be 
conceded  to  the  influence  of  refined  education  on  minds  of  peculiar 
structure,  reason  and  experience  both  forbid  us  to  expect  that  na- 
tional morality  can  prevail  in  exclusion  of  religious  principles. 

It  is  substantially  true,  that  virtue  or  morality  is  a  necessary 
spring  of  popular  Government.  The  rule,  indeed,  extends  with 
more  or  less  force  to  every  species  of  free  Government.  Who,  that 
is  a  sincere  friend  to  it,  can  look  with  indifference  upon  attempts 
to  shake  the  foundation  of  the  fabric  1 

Promote,  then,  as  an  object  of  primary  importance,  institutions 
for  the  general  diifusion  of  knowledge.  In  proportion  as  the  struc- 
ture of  a  Government  gives  force  to  public  opinion,  it  is  essential 
that  public  opinion  should  be  enlightened. 

As  a  very  important  source  of  strength  and  security,  cherish 
public  credit.  One  method  of  preserving  it  is  to  use  it  as  spar- 
ingly as 'possible;  avoiding  occasions  of  expense  by  cultivating 
peace,  but  remembering  also  that  timely  dishuraements  to  prepare 
for  danger,  frequently  prevent  much  greater  disbursements  to  repel 
it ;  avoiding,  likewise,  the  accumulation  of  debt,  not  only  by  shun- 
ning occasions  of  expense,  but  by  vigorous  exertions  in  time  of 
peace  to  discharge  the  debts  which  unavoidable  wars  may  have 
occasioned;  not  ungenerously  throwing  upon  posterity  the  burden 
which  we  ourselves  ought  to  bear.  The  execution  of  these  maxims 
belongs  to  your  representatives,  but  it  is  necessary  that  public 
opinion  should  co-operate.  To  facilitate  to  them  the  performance 
of  their  duty,  it  is  essential  that  you  should  practically  bear  in 
mind,  that  towards  the  payment  of  debts  there  must  be  revenue ; 
that  to  have  revenue  there  must  be  taxes ;  that  no  taxes  can  be  de- 
vised, which  are  not  more  or  less  inconvenient  and  unpleasant" 
that  the  intrinsic  embarrassment  inseparable  from  the  selection 
of  the  proper  objects,  (which  is  always  a  choice  of  difiiculties,) 
ought  to  be  a  decisive  motive  for  a  candid  construction  of  the  con- 
duct of  fb'i  Government  in  making  it,  and  for  a  spirit  of  acq\iies- 
SS 
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B  for  oblainiiig  revenue,  which  the  public 
exigencies  may  at  any  time  dictate. 

Observe  good  faith  and  justice  towards  all  nations ;  cultivate 
peace  and  harmony  with  all ;  religion  and  morality  enjoin  this  con- 
duct; and  can  it  be  that  good  policy  does  not  equally  enjoin  iti 
It  will  be  worthy  of  a  free,  enlightened,  and,  at  no  distant  period, 
a  great  nation,  to  give  to  manltind  the  magnanimous  and  too  novel 
example  of  a  people  always  guided  by  an  exalted  justice  and  be- 
nevolence. Who  can  doubt  thai,  in  the  course  of  time  and  things, 
the  fruits  of  such  a  plan  would  richly  repay  any  tempoiary  advan- 
tages which  might  be  lost  by  a  steady  adherence  to  it  1  Can  it  be 
tliat  Providence  has  not  connected  the  permanent  felicity  of  a  na- 
tion with  its  virtue  ?  The  experiment,  at  least,  is  recommended  by 
every  sentiment  which  ennobles  human  nature.  Alas !  is  it  ren- 
dered impossible  by  its  vicesi 

In  the  execution  of  such  a  plan,  nothing  is  more  essential  than 
^at  permanent  inveterate  antipathies  against  particular  nations, 
and  passionate  attachments  for  others,  should  he  excluded;  and 
that,  in  place  of  them,  just  and  amicable  feelings  towards  all  should 
be  cultivated.  The  nation  which  indulges  towards  another  an 
habitual  hatred,  or  an  habitual  fondness,  is,  in  some  degree,  a  slave. 
It  is  a  slave  to  its  animosity  or  to  its  aHection ;  either  of  which  is 
sufiicient  to  lead  it  astray  from  its  duty  and  its  interest.  Antipathy 
in  one  nation  against  another,  disposes  each  more  readily  to  offer 
insult  and  injury,  to  lay  hold  of  alight  causes  of  nmbrage,  and  to 
be  haughty  and  intractable,  when  accidental  or  trifling  occasions 
of  dispute  occur.  Hence  frequent  collisions,  obstinate,  envenomed, 
and  bloody  contests.  The  nation,  prompted  by  ill  will  and  re- 
sentment, sometimes  impels  to  war  the  Government,  contrary  to 
the  best  calculations  of  policy.  The  Government  sometimes  pat- 
tteipales  in  the  national  propensity,  and  adopts,  through  passion, 
what  reason  would  reject;  at  other  times  it  makes  the  animosity 
of  tlie  nation  subservient  to  projects  of  hostility,  instigated  by 
pride,  ambition,  and  other  sinister  and  pernicious  motives.  The 
□eace  often,  sometimes  perhaps  the  liberty,  of  nations  has  been  the 
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S  1  ke  se,  a  passionate  atlachment  of  one  nation  to  another 
p  d  a  riety  of  evils.  Sympathy  for  the  favorite  nation,  fii- 
lutng  he  illusion  of  an  imaginary  common  interest,  in  oases 
wh  en  1  common  interest  exists,  and.  infusing  into  one  the 
enm  s  f  the  other,  betrays  tlie  former  into  a  participation  in  the 
quart  Is  nd  wars  of  the  latter,  without  adequate  inducement  or 
J  Ijfica  n  It  leads  also  to  concessions  to  the  favorite  nation  of 
p  Til  g  s  d  nied  to  others,  which  is  apt  doubly  to  injure  the  na- 
t  n  mak  ntr  the  concessions;  by  unnecessarily  parting  with  what 
oug-ht  to  have  been  retained,  and  by  exciting  jealousy,  ill  will,  and 
a  disposition  to  retaliate,  in  the  parties  from  whom  equal  privileges 
are  withheld ;  and  it  gives  to  ambitious,  corrupted,  or  deluded  citi- 
zens (v»ho  devote  themselves  to  the  favorite  nation)  fecility  to  be- 

ice  the  interest  of  their  own  country,  without  odium ; 

en  with  popularity ;  gilding  with  the  appearance  of  a 

e  of  obligation,  a  commendable  deference  for  public 
laudable  zeal  for  public  good,  the  base  or  foolish 

af  ambition,  corruption,  ot  infatuation. 

.  to  foreign  influence  in  innumerable  ways,  such  at- 

_.e  particularly  alarming  to  the  truly  enlightened  and 

independent  patriot.  How  many  opportunities  do  they  afford  to 
tamper  with  domratic  factions,  to  practise  the  art  of  seduction,  to 
mislead  public  opinion,  to  influence  or  awe  the  public  councils ! 
Such  an  attachment  of  a  small  or  weak,  towards  a  great  and  pow- 
erful nation,  dooms  the  former  to  be  the  satellite  of  the  latter. 

Against  the  insidious  wiles  of  foreign  influence  (I  conjure  you 
to  believe  me,  fellow-citizens)  the  jealousy  of  a  free  people  ought 
to  be  constanlly  awake ;  since  history  and  experience  prove  that 
foreign  influence  is  one  of  the  most  baneful  foes  of  republican  Go- 
vernment. But  that  Jealousy,  to  be  useful,  must  be  Impartial;  else 
it  becomes  the  instrument  of  the  very  influence  to  be  avoided,  in- 
stead of  a  defence  against  it.  Excessive  partiality  for  one  foreign 
nation,  and  excessive  dislike  for  another,  cause  those  whom  tliey 
actuate  to  see  danger  only  on  one  side,  and  serve  to  veil,  and  even 
second,  the  arts  of  influence  on  the  other.  Real  patriots,  who  may 
resist  the  intrigues  of  the  fevorite,  are  liable  to  become  suspected 
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nnd  odious ;  wliile  Its  tools  and  dupes  usurp  the  applause  and  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  to  surrender  their  interests. 

The  great  rule  of  conduct  for  us,  in  regard  to  foreign  nations,  is, 
in  extending  our  commercial  relations,  to  have  with  them  as  little 
political  connexion  as  possible.  So  ftr  as  we  have  already  formed 
engagements,  let  them  be  fulfilled  with  perfect  good  faith.  Here 
let  us  stop. 

Europe  has  a  set  of  primary  interests,  which  to  us  have  none,  or 
a  very  remote  relation.  Hence  she  must  be  engaged  in  frequent 
controTeisies,  the  causes  of  which  are  essentially  foreign  to  our 
concerns.  Hence,  therefore,  it  must  be  unwise  in  na  to  implicate 
ourselves,  by  artificial  ties,  in  the  ordinary  vicissitudes  of  her  poli- 
tics, or  the  ordinary  combinations  and  collisions  of  her  friendships 


Our  detached  and  distant  situation  invites  and  enables  us  to  pur- 
sue a  different  course.  If  we  remain  one  people,  under  an  eflicient 
Government,  the  period  is  not  far  off  when  we  may  defy  material 
injury  from  external  annoyance ;  when  we  may  take  such  an  atti- 
tude as  will  cause  the  neutrality  we  may  at  any  time  resolve  upon, 
to  be  scrupulously  respected  ;  when  belligerent  nations,  under  the 
impossibility  of  malting  acquisitions  upon  ua,  will  not  lightly 
hazard  the  giving  us  provocation  j  when  we  may  choose  peace  or 
war,  as  our  interest,  guided  by  justice,  shall  counsel. 

Wliy  forego  the  advantages  of  so  peculiar  a  situation!  Why 
quit  our  own  to  aland  upon  foreign  ground  1  Why,  by  interweav- 
ing our  destiny  with  that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace 
and  prosperity  in  the  toils  of  European  ambition,  rivalship,  interest, 
humor,  or  caprice  ! 

It  is  our  true  policy  to  steer  clear  of  permanent  alliances  with 
any  portion  of  the  foreign  world ;  so  far,  I  mean,  as  we  are  now  at 
liberty  to  do  it ;  for  let  me  not  he  understood  as  capable  of  patron- 
ising infidelity  to  existing  engagements.  I  hold  the  maxim  no  lees 
applicahle  to  public  than  to  private  affairs,  that  honesty  is  always 
me  best  policy.  I  repeat  it,  therefore,  let  those  engagements  be 
observed  in  their  genuine  sense.  But,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  unnb- 
cessary,  and  would  be  unwise  to  extend  them. 
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Taking  care  always  to  keep  ouraelves,  by  suitable  establish- 
ments, on  a  respectable  defensive  posture,  we  may  safely  trust  to 
tomporary  alliances  foT  extraordinary  emergencies 

Harmony,  and  a  liberal  intercourse  with  all  nations,  are  recom- 
mended by  policy,  humanity,  and  interest.  But  even  onr  com- 
mercial policy  should  hold  an  eq^ual  and  impartial  hand  ,  neither 
seeking  not  granting  exclusive  lavors  or  preferences,  consulting 
the  natural  course  of  things ;  diffusing  and  duersifying,  by  gentle 
means,  the  streams  of  commerce,  but  lurcing  nothing,  establish- 
ing, with  powers  so  disposed,  in  order  to  give  trade  a  stable  course, 
to  define  the  rights  of  our  merchants,  and  to  enable  the  Government 
to  support  them,  conventional  rules  of  intercourse,  the  best  that 
present  circumstances  and  mutual  opinions  will  permit,  hut  tempo- 
rary, and  liable  to  be,  from  time  to  time,  abandoned  or  varied,  as 
experience  and  circumstances  shall  dictate;  constantly  keeping 
in  view,  that  it  is  folly  in  one  nation  to  look  for  disinterested  favors 
from  another;  thai  it  must  pay,  with  a  portion  of  its  independence, 
for  whatever  it  may  accept  under  that  character ;  that  by  such  ac- 
ceptance it  may  place  itself  in  the  condition  of  having  given  equiva- 
lents fornominal  favors,  and  yet  of  being  reproached  with  ingratitude 
for  not  giving  more.  There  can  he  no  greater  error  than  to  expect, 
or  calculate  upon,  real  favors  from  nation  to  nation.  It  is  an  illu- 
sion which  experience  must  cure,  which  a  just  pride  ought  to  die- 
In  offering  to  you,  my  countrymen,  these  counsels  of  an  old  and 
affectionate  friend,  I  dare  not  hope  they  will  make  the  strong  and 
lasting  impression  I  could  wish ;  that  they  will  control  the  usual 
current  of  the  passions,  or  prevent  onr  nation  from  running  the 
course  which  has  hitherto  marked  the  destiny  of  nations;  but  if  I 
may  even  flatter  myself  that  they  may  be  productive  of  some  partial 
benefit,  some  occasional  good ;  that  they  may  now  and  then  recur 
to  moderate  the  fury  of  party  spirit,  to  warn  against  the  mischiefs 
of  foreign  intrigues,  to  guard  against  the  impostures  of  pretended 
patriotism;  this  hope  will  he  a  full  recompense  for  the  solicitude 
for  your  welfare  by  which  they  have  been  dictated. 

How  fer,  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  I  have  been 
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guided  by  the  principles  which  have  been  delinealed,  the  public 
records,  and  other  evidences  of  my  conduct,  must  witness  to  jou 
and  the  world.  To  myself,  the  assurance  of  my  own  conscience 
is,  that  I  have  al  least  believed  myself  to  be  guided  by  them. 

In  relation  to  the  still  subsisting  war  in  Europe,  my  proclania 
tion  of  the  a3d  of  April,  1793,  is  the  index  to  my  plan.  Sanctioned 
by  your  approving  voice,  and  by  that  of  your  Representatives  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  the  spirit  of  that  measure  has  continually 
governed  me,  uninfluenced  by  any  attempts  to  deter  or  divert  me 

After  deliberate  examination,  with  the  aid  of  the  best  lights  I 
could  obtain,  I  was  well  satisfied  that  our  country,  under  all  the 
cireumstanceB  of  the  case,  had  a  right  to  take,  and  was  bound  ip 
duty  and  interest  to  take,  a  neutral  position.  Having  taken  it  i 
determined,  as  far  as  should  depend  upon  me,  to  maintain  it  with 
moderation,  perseverance,  and  firmness. 

The  eonsidemtions  which  respect  the  right  to  hold  this  conduct, 
it  is  not  necessary  on  this  occasion  to  detail.  I  wiE  only  observe, 
that,  according  to  my  understanding  of  the  matter,  that  right,  so 
far  from  being  denied  by  any  of  the  belligerent  powers,  has  been 
virtually  admitted  by  all. 

The  duty  of  holding  a  neutral  conduct  may  be  inferred,  without 
any  thing  mote,  from  the  obligation  which  justice  and  humanity 
in  which  f      t       t  t   m 

!e  and  amity  t  w    d     th         ti 

The  inducements  of  interest,  for  observi  g  th  t  d  t  w  11 
best  be  referred  to  your  own  reflections  and      p  W  1  m 

country  to  settle  and  mature  its  yet  recent       t  tuti  d       p 

gress,  without  intemiption,  to  that  degre       f  h       d 

sistency  which  is  necessary  to  give  it,  h  m  !y  p  k  g  i 
command  of  its  own  fortunes. 

Though  in  reviewing  the  incidents  of  my    dm       tn  I 

unconscious  of  intentional  error;  I  am,  np       h  1  bi 

of  my  defects  not  to  think  it  probable  that  I  m  y  h  m      ted 

many  errors.     Whatever  they  may  be,  I  fe        tly  b    ee  h  th    Al 
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mighty  to  avert  or  mitigate  the  evils  to  wliicli  they  may  tend.  1 
shall  a.lso  carry  with  me  the  hope,  that  niy  country  will  never 
cease  to  view  them  with  indulgence ;  and  that,  after  foity-iive 
years  of  my  lite  dedicated  to  its  service  with  an  upright  zeai,  the 
faults  of  incompetent  abilities  will  be  consigned  to  oblivion,  as  my- 


Relying  on  its  kindness  in  this,  as  ii 
by  that  fervent  love  towards  it  which  i; 
views  in  it  the  native  soil  of  himself  and  his  progenitors  for  seve- 
ral generations,  1  anticipate,  with  piecing  expectation,  that  retreat 
in  which  I  promise  myself  to  realize,  without  alloy,  the  sweet  en- 
joyment of  partaking,  in  the  midst  of  rpy  fellow-citizens,  the  benig  t 
influence  of  good  laws  under  a  free  Government — the  ever  favorite 
object  of  my  heart — and  the  happy  reward,  as  I  trust,  of  our  mutual 
cares,  labors,  and  dangers. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

United  Stales,  17th  September,  1796. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

APPOINTED  LIEUTEN A NT-G ENSEAL  AND  COMMA NDEE-IN- CHIEF 
OP  ALL  THE  ARMIES  RAISED  OR  TO  BE  RAISED  IN  THE  UNITiiD 
STATES,  BY  AND  WITH  THE  ADVICE  AND  CONSENT  OF  THE 
SENATE.— July  3, 1798. 

The  calm  and  peaceful  retreat  which  the  great  Wash- 
ington promised  himself  beneath  his  own  vine  and  fig-tree, 
in  taking  an  affectionate  leave  of  his  fellow- citizens  in  nis 
farewell  address,  was  destined  to  be  of  short  duration,  for, 
difficulties  having  arisen  with  the  then  existing  government 
of  France,  "the  opinion  was  universally  entertained,  that 
Washington  must  be  called  on  to  take  the  command  of 
the  armies. "     The  weight  of  his  name  and  character  was 
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of  the  utmost  importance  to  produce  unanimity  in  the 
leaders,  and  to  secure  tlie  confidence  and  support  of  the 
people.  His  extreme  aversion  to  enter  again  into  public 
life  was  known ;  but  it  was  likewise  well  understood,  thh. 
it  was  a  principle  with  him,  from  which  he  had  never 
deviated,  that  when  his  services  were  demanded  by  the 
general  voice  of  his  feUow-citizens,  he  never  refused  to 
bestow  tiiem ;  under  this  impression,  therefore,  the  Pre- 
sident, John  Adams,  had  made  up  his  mind  to  nominate 
him  to  the  Senate  in  any  event,  both  because  he  \ 
best  man,  and  because  the  nation  woidd  not  be  s 
with  any  other  course,  and  he  therefore  declared  to  him 
in  a  letter  of  the  22d  June,  1798,  that  "  We  must  have 
your  name,  if  you  will  in  any  case  permit  us  to  use  it. 
There  will  be  more  efficacy  in  it  than  in  many  an  army," 
And  the  Secretary  of  War,  James  McHenry,  on  the 
26th  June,  1798,  said  to  him—"  You  see  how  the  storm 
thickens,  and  that  our  vessel  will  soon  require  its  ancient 
pilot.  Will  you, — may  we  flatter  ourselves,  that,  in  a 
crisis  so  awful  and  important,  you  will  accept  the  com- 
mand of  aJi  our  armies  ?  I  hope  you  wiD,  because  you 
alone  can  unite  all  hearts  and  all  hands." — To  the  Presi- 
dent, Washington  replied  on  the  4lh  July,  1798,  that 
"At  the  epoch  of  my  retirement,  an  invasion  of  these 
States  by  any  European  power,  or  even  the  probability 
of  such  an  event  happening  in  my  days,  was  so  far  from 
being  contemplated  by  me,  that  I  had  no  conception  that 
that,  or  any  other  occurrence  would  arise  in  so  short  a 
period,  which  could  turn  my  eyes  from  the  shades  of 
Mount  Vernon.  But  this  seems  to  be  the  age  of  wonders ; 
and  it  is  reserved  for  intoxicated  and  lawless  France  (for 
nurposes  of  Providence  far  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
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ken)  to  slaughter  its  own  citizens,  and  to  Jisturb  tlie  re- 
pose of  all  the  world  besides." 

"  From  a  view  of  the  past  and  the  present,  and  from 
the  prospect  of  that  which  seems  to  be  expected,  it  is  not 
easy  for  me  to  decide,  satisfactorily,  on  the  part  it  miglit 
best  become  me  to  act.  In  case  of  actual  invasion  by  a 
formidable  force,  I  certainly  should  not  intrench  myself 
under  the  cover  of  age  (67)  and  retirement,  if  my  ser- 
vices should  be  required  by  my  country  to  assist  in  re- 
pelling it," 

To  the  Secretary  of  War,  Washingion  replied  also  on 
the  4tb  July,  1798,—"  The  sentiments,  which  I  mean  to 
expre&s  to  jou  in  this  letter  on  the  subject  of  yours,  shall 
be  frank,  undisguised  and  explicit ;  for  I  see,  as  you  do, 
that  clouds  are  gathering,  and  that  a  storm  may  ensue ; 
and  I  find,  too,  from  a  variety  of  hints,  that  my  quiet 
under  these  circumstances  does  not  promise  to  be  of  long 
continuance. 

"  It  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  premise  to  you,  or 
to  others,  who  know  my  sentiments  as  well,  that,  lo  quit 
the  tranquil  walks  of  retirement,  and  enter  a  boundless 
field  of  responsibility  and  trouble,  would  be  productive 
of  sensations,  which  a  better  pen  than  I  possess  would 
find  it  difficult  to  describe.  Nevertheless,  the  principles 
by  which  my  conduct  has  been  actuated  through  life 
would  not  suffer  me,  in  any  great  emergency,  to  withhold 
any  services  I  could  render,  required  by  my  country; 
especiaDy  in  a  case  where  its  dearest  rights  are  assailed 
by  lawless  ambition  and  intoxicated  power,  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  justice,  and  in  violation  of  solemn  com- 
pacts and  laws,  which  govern  all  civilized  nations ;  and 
this,  too,  with  the  obvious  intent  to  sow  thick  the  seeds 
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of  disunion,  for  the  purpose  of  subjugating  the  govern- 
ment, and  destroying  our  independence  and  happiness," 

"In  circumstances  like  these,  accompanied  by  an 
actual  invasion  of  our  territorial  rights,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult at  any  time  for  me  to  remain  an  idle  spectator  under 
the  plea  of  age  or  retirement.  With  sorrow,  it  is  true,  I 
should  quit  the  shades  of  my  peaceful  abode,  and  the 
ease  and  happiness  I  now  enjoy,  to  encounter  anew  the 
turmoiJs  of  war,  to  which,  possibly,  my  strength  and 
powers  might  be  found  incompetent.  These,  however, 
should  not  be  stumbling-blocks  in  my  own  way." 

"As  my  whole  life  has  been  dedicated  to  my  country 
in  one  shape  or  another,  for  the  poor  remains  of  it,  it  is 
not  an  object  to  contend  for  ease  and  quiet,  when  all  that 
is  valuable  in  it  is  at  stake,  further  than  to  be  satisfied 
that  the  sacrifice  I  should  make  of  these  is  acceptable 
and  desired  by  my  country," 

lications  from  Waahinglon,  the 


MoNDiT,  July  9.  1798. 
The  following  written  measage  waa  received  from  the  Preaident  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Malcom  his  secretary ; — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  : — 

I  nominate  George  Wasbington,  of  Mount  Vernon,  to 
be  Lieutenant-general  and  Commander-in-chief  of  all  the 
armies  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  in  the  United  States. 


TJniUd  Steles,  July  2,  179 


John  Adams. 
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Tuesday,  Julv  3,  1798. 

Tha  Senate  took  into  consideration  Iho  message  of  ihe  President  of 
tlie  United  Slates,  of  the  ad  instant,  and  the  nomination  contained  there- 
in, of  George  Washington,  to  office.    Whereupon, 

On  the  question  to  advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment,  it  was  de- 
tennined  in  the  affirmative  :    Yeas,  24. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  teqnited  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present, 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — Messrs.  Anderson.  Bioghara, 
Btown,  Chipman,  Clayton,  Foster,  Goodhue,  Greene,  Hillliouse,  How- 
ard, Langdon,  Latimer,  Laurance,  Livermote,  Martin,  Mason,  Norlli, 
Paine,  Read,  Rutherford,  Sedgwick,  Stockton,  Tazewell  and  Tracy. 

So  it  was, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  they  do  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  appointment,  agreeably  to  the  nomination. 

The  following  correspondence  then  ensued:— 


" Fhiladelphia,  July  6,  179S. 

«  Deah  Sih, — It  is  my  desire,  that  you  embrace  the 
first  opportunity  to  se.t  out  on  your  journey  to  Mount 
Vernon,  and  wait  on  General  Washington  with  the  com- 
mission of  lieutenant-general  and  commander-in-chief  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  which,  by  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  has  been  signed  by  me, 

'<  The  reasons  and  motives,  which  prevaOed  with  me 
to  venture  on  such  a  step  as  the  nomination  of  this  great 
and  illustrious  character,  whose  voluntary  resignation 
alone  occasioned  my  introduction  to  the  office  I  now 
hoid,  were  too  numerous  to  be  detailed  in  this  letter,  and 
are  too  obvious  and  important  to  escape  the  observation 
of  any  part  of  America  or  Europe.  But,  as  it  is  a  move- 
ment of  great  dehcacy,  it  will  require  all  yo^ir  address  tc 
communicate  the  subject  in  a  manner  that  shall  be  inof- 
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fensiie  to  iii>*  feelinG;s  ^nd  i  onMstent  with  ill  the  respect 
that  !S  die  from  ran  to  him 

'  H  the  General  should  dcLline  the  appointment,  all 
the  woild  will  be  silent  and  lespectfully  acquiesce.  If 
he  should  accept  it,  ill  the  world,  except  the  enemies  of 
this  countrj,  will  rejoice  If  he  should  come  to  no  deci- 
sne  determination,  but  take  the  subject  into  considera- 
tion, I  shall  not  appoint  any  othei  lieutei  ant-general  till 
his  conclusion  is  known  " 

"  His  advice  m  the  formation  of  a  hit  of  officers  would 
be  extremelj  desirable  to  me  "  "  Particularly  I  wish  to 
ha\e  his  opinion  of  the  men  most  suitable  for  inspector- 
generil  idjutant  general,  and  quartermister-genera!." 

'  His  opinion  on  dl  subjects  would  ha\e  great  weight ; 
■tnd  I  wish  ^cu  to  obtain  fiom  him  as  much  of  his  reflec- 
tions upon  the  times  and  the  service  ■ia  you  can." 


Fhiladdphia,  July  7,  1793. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr,  McHenry,  the  Secretary  of  War,  will 
have  the  honor  to  wait  on  you,  in  my  behalf,  to  impart 
fo  you  a  step  I  have  ventured  to  take,  and  which  I  should 
have  been  happy  fo  have  communicated  in  person,  if 
such  a  journey  had  been  at  this  time  in  my  power.  As 
I  said  in  a  former  letter,  if  it  had  been  in  my  power  to 
nominate  you  to  be  President  of  the  United  States,  I 
should  have  done  it  with  less  hesitation  and  more  plea- 
sure. My  reasons  for  this  measure  will  be  too  well 
known  to  need  any  explanation  to  the  public.  Every 
friend  and  every  enemy  of  America  will  comprehend 
them  at  first  blush.  To  yon,  sir,  I  owe  all  the  apologies 
I  can  make.      The  urgent  neces.siiy  I   am  in  of  yoLir 
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advice  and  assistance,  indeed  of  your  conduct  and  direc- 
tion of  the  war,  is  all  I  can  urge,  and  that  is  a  sufficient 
justification  to  myself  and  the  world.  I  hope  it  will  be 
so  considered  by  yourself.  Mr,  McHenry  will  have  the 
honor  to  consult  you  upon  the  organization  of  the  army, 
and  upon  every  thing  relating  to  it. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Adams. 

Mount  Vei-nna,  July  13,  179a. 

Dear  Sir,~I  had  the  honor,  on  the  evening  of  tlie 
11th  instant,  to  receive  from  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  your  favor  of  the  7tb,  announcing  that  you  had, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appointed  me 
lieutenant-general  anri  commander-in-chief  of  all  the 
armies  raised  or  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

I  cannot  express  how  greatly  affected  I  am  at  this 
new  proof  of  public  confidence,  and  the  highly  ilattering 
manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  the 
communication ;  at  the  same  time  I  must  not  conceal 
from  you  my  earnest  wish,  that  the  choice  had  fallen  on 
a  man  less  declined  in  years,  and  better  qualified  to  en- 
counter the  usual  vicissitudes  of  war. 

You  know,  sir,  what  calculations  I  had  made  relative 
to  the  urobable  course  of  events  on  my  retiring  from 
office,  ana  the  determination  I  had  consoled  myself  with, 
of  closing  the  remnant  of  my  days  in  my  present  peace- 
ful abode.  You  will,  therefore,  be  at  no  loss  to  conceive 
and  appreciate  the  sensations  I  must  have  experienced, 
to  bring  my  mind  to  any  conclusion  that  would  pledge 
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me  it  t>o  late  1  ppno  I  of  life  to  Iei\e  cene  I  snceiel) 
lo\e  to  enter  upon  the  lioundless  fiell  of  publit,  iction, 
in  essant  trouble    ind  high  lesponsibihty 

It  w  I'i  not  possible  foi  me  to  remain  ignorint  of  or 
inlifferent  to,  recent  tiinf>actions  Tlie  conduct  of  the 
Directory  of  Fr-ince  towards  our  countrj  then  msidiois 
hostilities  to  its  government  their  lanois  practices  to 
withdraw  the  affections  of  the  people  from  it  the  evident 
tendency  of  tiieir  arts  and  those  of  their  igents  to  coun 
tenince  an!  invigorate  opposition  their  disregard  of 
solemn  treaties  and  the  ]aws>  of  nations  their  wai  upon 
our  defenceless  commerce,  their  treatment  of  our  minister 
of  peace,  and  their  demands,  amounting  to  tribute,  could 
not  fail  to  excite  in  me  corresponding  sentiments  with 
those  which  my  countrymen  have  so  generally  expressed 
in  their  affectionate  addresses  to  you.  Believe  me,  sir, 
no  one  can  more  cordially  approve  of  the  wise  and  pru- 
dent measures  of  your  administration.  They  ought  to 
inspire  universal  confidence,  and  will,  no  doubt,  combined 
with  tbe  state  of  things,  call  from  Congress  such  laws 
and  means  as  will  enable  you  to  meet  the  full  force  and 
extent  of  the  crisis. 

Satisfied,  therefore,  that  you  have  sincerely  wished 
and  endeavoured  to  avert  war,  and  exhausted  to  the  last 
drop  the  cup  of  reconciliation,  we  can  with  pure  hearts 
appeal  to  Heaven  for  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  may 
confidently  trust  the  final  result  to  that  kind  Providence, 
which  has  heretofore  and  so  often  signally  favored  the 
people  of  these  United  States. 

Thinking  in  this  manner,  and  feeling  how  incumbent 
it  is  upon  every  person  of  every  description  to  contribute 
iit  all  times  to  his  country's  welfiire,  and  especially  in  a 
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moment  like  the  present,  when  every  tiling  we  hold  dear 
is  so  seriously  threatened,  I  have  finally  determined  to 
accept  the  commission  of  commander-in-chief  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States ;  ■with  the  reserve  only,  that 
I  shall  not  be  called  into  the  field  until  the  army  is  in  a 
situation  to  require  my  presence,  or  it  becomes  indis- 
pensable by  the  urgency  of  circumstances. 

In  making  this  reservation,  I  beg  to  be  understood, 
that  I  do  not  mean  to  withhold  any  assistance  to  arrange 
and  organize  the  army,  which  you  may  think  I  can 
afford.  I  take  the  liberty  also  to  mention,  that  I  must 
decline  having  my  acceptance  considered  as  drawing 
after  it  any  immediate  charge  upon  the  public,  and  that 
I  cannot  receive  any  emoluments  annexed  to  the  appoint- 
ment, before  entering  into  a  situation  to  incur  expense. 

The  Secretary  of  War  being  anxious  to  return  to  the 
seat  of  government,  I  have  detained  him  no  longer  than 
was  necessary  to  a  full  communication  upon  the  several 
points  he  had  in  charge. 

With  very  great  respect  and  consideration,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c. 

George  Washington. 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


TD  THE  MEMORY  OF 
OEORGI!   "WASBIHaTOHr, 

BORN  FEERUiBT  22,  1732.— DIED  AT  MOUNT  TEKHOK,  DGOEMBEK  H,  1799. 

The  illustrious  Washington  having  filled  the  measure 
of  his  country's  glory  and  exalted  his  own  political  and 
military  fame  and  private  character  far  above  tlie  standard 
of  excellence  attained  by  the  greatest  man  of  modern  or 
ancient  times ;  and  having,  on  every  occasion,  performed 
his  duty  to  his  country,  not  only  with  that  fidelity  and 
devotion  which  became  a  good  citizen,  but  with  that 
wisdom,  affection,  and  paternal  solicitude  which  have 
obtained  for  him,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  mankind, 
the  title  of  "  Father  of  his  Country,"  was  called,  on 
the  14th  December,  1799,  by  the  Almighty  Father  of 
HiiAVEN,  we  hope,  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  rich  reward 
which  is  reser\'ed  for  those  who  act  well  their  pari  on 
earth. 
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The  universal  gloom  which  pervaded  the  hearts  of  his 
countrymen  on  that  solemn  occasion,  seems  so  far  to 
have  commingled  with  the  veneration  for  his  character 
which  has  been  transmitted  to  posterity,  as  to  inspire  in 
tlie  patriot's  heart  an  indescribable  awe  in  approaching 
the  mementos  of  his  glory,  aroiind  which  there  is  a  halo 
so  brilliant  and  penetrating  as  to  reach  the  inmost  intel- 
ligence of  man,  and  to  purify  the  moral  and  intellectual 
being,  by  tlie  contemplation  of  every  attribute  that  was 
excellent  and  noble  in  human  nature.  It  is  salutary  to 
rtmember  the  outpourings  of  affection  and  sorrow  on  the 
departure  of  those  whose  virtues  and  goodness  have  en- 
deared them  to  our  hearts,  it  elevates  the  finer  feelings 
of  our  nature,  as  the  presence  of  innocence  promotes  the 
contemplation  of  that  angehcal  virtue. 

The  sons  and  daughters  of  America  mourned  the  loss 
their  country  had  sustained  in  the  death  of  their  Wash- 
ington, with  a  cause  of  sorrow  which  no  other  people,  in 
any  case,  to  the  same  extent  could  plead ;  their  govern- 
ment, in  unison  with  the  feelings  of  the  people,  demon- 
strated that  grief  in  measures  of  respect  and  veneration 
worthy  of  a  nation's  affection  and  a  nation's  gratitude, 
and  long—long — may  the  remembrance  of  those  deep 
and  sincere  effusions  of  affecrion  and  gratitude  continue 
Ui  warm  the  hearts  of  the  American  people.  There  let 
the  memory  of  Washington  be  enshrined,  and  his  private 
virtues  and  patriotic  ardor  will  continue  to  animate  this 
people  to  the  remotest  generation.  It  is  proposed  to 
conclude  this  chapter  by  consecrating  the  proceedings  and 
measures  of  the  Government  on  that  memorable  occasion 

TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

QEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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IN    THE    CONGRESS    Of    TUG    UNITED    STATES    OF 
AMERICA. 


The  HouHB  of  RepreBentalivea  of  ihe  Uniled  States,  having  received 
inlelligence  of  the  desth  of  their  h  ghly  valued  fellow-citiaen,  George 
Washington,  General  of  the  armies  ol  the  United  Slatea,  and  sharing 
the  universal  grief  thia  diatresaing  event  must  produce, 

Unanimouali/  resolve: 

1.  That  this  House  will  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  condolence  of  this  national  calamity. 

2.  That  the  Speaker's  chair  be  shrouded  with  black,  and  that 
tlie  members  and  officers  of  the  House  wear  mourning,  during  Ihe 

3.  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  be  appointed  to  report 
measures  suitable  to  the  occasion,  and  expressive  of  the  profound 
Borrow  with  which  Congress  is  penetrated  on  the  loss  of  a  citizen 


4.  That  when  this  House  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  until  Mondaj 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Marshall  and  Mr.  Smith  be  appointed  a  committee 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  to  know  when  and  where 
he  will  receive  this  House  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  first  resolii- 

Orderei,  That  Mr.  Marshall,  Mr.  Craik,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Eggles- 
ton,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Slone,  Mr.  Rutledge.  Mr.  Abiel  Foster,  Mr.  Muh- 
lenbetg,  Mr.  Van  CoHlandt,  Mr.  Dwighc  Foster,  Mr.  Franklin  Daven- 
port, Mr.  Claiborne,  Mr.  Mottia,  Mt,  John  Brown,  and  Mr.  Taliaferro, 

the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  eipreased  in  the  third  resolution. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  thia  House  do  acquaint  the  Senate  there- 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 
The  letter  herewith  transmitted  will  inform  you  that  it 
tias  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  remove  from  this  life 
our  escellent  fellow- citizen  Georqc  Washington,  by  the 
purity  of  his  character,  and  a  long  series  of  services  to 
his  country,  rendered  illustrious  through  the  world.  It 
remains  for  an  afTectionate  and  grateful  people,  in  whose 
hearts  he  can  never  die,  to  pay  suitable  honors  to  his 
memory. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
UniUd  Stales,  December  19,  I7D9. 

"Mount  Vernon,  December  15,  1799. 
"  Sir;  It  is  witli  inespressible  grief  iJiat  I  have  to  announce  to 
you  Ihe  death  of  the  great  and  good  Genera]  Washington.  Ho 
died  last  evening',  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clocli,  after  a  short  ill- 
ness of  about  twenty  hours.  His  disorder  was  an  inflammatory 
sore  throat,  which  proceeded  from  a  cold,  of  which  hfl  made  but 
little  complaint  on  Friday.  On  Saturday  morning,  about  three 
o'clock,  he  became  ill:  Doctor  Craik  attended  him  in  the  morning, 
and  Doctor  Dick,  of  Alexandria,  and  Doctor  Brown,  of  Port  To- 
bacco, were  soon  after  called  in.  Every  medical  a 
olTered,  but  without  the  desired  effect.  His  last  scene 
with  the  whole  tenor  of  hia  life:  not  a  groan  nor  a  complaint 
escaped  him  in  extreme  distress.  With  perfect  resignation,  and  in 
full  possession  of  his  reason,  he  closed  his  well-spent  life. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obeilient  and  very  humble  servant, 

"TOBIAS  LEAR. 
"  The  President  of  ths  United  States." 

<n  the  Preaident 
11  for 
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him  to  receive  this  House,  in  coiidolenee  of  the  national  calamity,  re- 
jiorted  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  performed  that  ser- 
vice, and  that  the  President  signified  lo  them  il  would  be  convenient  for 
him  to  receive  this  House  at  one  o'clock  this  afternoon,  at  his  own 
house. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Otie,  their  Beoretarf! 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  Senate  have  agreed  to  iha  resolution  passed  by  the 
House  of  RepresentaliveB  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  coramiltee  ol' 
both  Houses  to  report  measures  suitable  to  the  occasion,  and  eipreasive 
of  the  profound  sorrow  with  which  Congress  is  penetrated  on  the  loss 
of  a  citizen  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  bis 
countrymen;  and  have  appointed  IWr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Bingham,  Mr.  Dex- 
ter, Mr.  Gunn,  Mr.  Lawrence,  and  Mr.  Tracey,  a  committee  on  their 

And  then  he  withdrew. 

The  Speaker,  attended  by  the  House,  then  withdrew  to  the  house  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  when  Mr.  Speaker  addressed  the 
President  as  follows: 

SiK :  The  House  of  Representatives,  penetrated  with 
a  seose  of  the  irreparable  loss  sustained  by  the  nation  in 
the  death  of  that  great  and  good  man,  the  illustrious  and 
beloved  Washington,  watt  on  yon,  sir,  to  express  their 
condolence  on  this  melancholy  and  distressing  event. 

To  which  tlie  President  replied  as  foUowsi 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  receive,  with  great  respect  and  affection,  the  condo- 
lence of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  raelan- 
choly  and  affecting  event,  in  the  death  of  the  most  illus- 
trious and  beloved  personage  which  this  country  ever 
product  d.  I  sympatliize  with  you,  with  the  nation,  and 
with  good  men  through  the  world,  in  this  irreparable  loss 
sustained  by  us  all. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  Stale),  December  19,  1799. 
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Mr.       rs  m  epare  and  re- 

pott  m  IS  the  profound 

Borrow  C  ng    8S  ra  ss        their  highly 

valued  G  Washi  armies  of  the 

United  red  in  at  the 

clerk's  table,  where  the  same  waa  twice  read  and  conBidered:   Where- 

It  WB3  reaolTed,  ihat  the  House  do  unanimously  agree  to  (he  following 

Beaohed  Jy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiivcs  <f  the  United 
Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  a  marble  monument 
be  erected  by  the  United  States,  in  the  Capitol,  at  the  city  of 
Washington ;  and  that  the  femily  of  General  Washington  be  re- 
quested t»  permit  his  body  to  be  deposited  under  it ;  and  that  the 
monument  be  so  desig^ned  aa  to  commemorate  the  great  events  of 
his  military  and  political  life. 

Jnd  be  il further  resolved.  That  there  be  a  funeral  procession  from 
Congress  Hal!  to  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  in  honor  of  the 
memoTj  of  General  George  Washington,  on  Thursday,  the  twenty- 
sixth  instant,  and  that  an  oration  be  prepared  at  the  request  of  Con- 
gress, to  be  delivered  before  both  Houses,  on  that  day  ;  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be  desired  to  request  one  of  the  members  of  Congress 
to  prepare  and  deliver  the  same. 

Jlnd  be  it  further  resolved,  That  it  be  xecommended  to  the  people 
of  the  United  Slates  to  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm,  as  mourning, 
for  thirty  days. 

,Snd  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  direct  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  Mrs.  Washington,  assuring'  her  of  the  profound  respect 
Congress  will  ever  bear  to  her  person  and  character ;  of  their  con- 
dolence on  the  late  afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence  i  and  en- 
treating her  assent  to  the  intennent  of  the  remdins  of  General 
George  W^ashington  m   the   manner  expressed  in  the  first  resv 

And  he  it  farther  reaohed,  That  the  President  of   the  United 
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States  be  requested  to  issae  a  proclamation,  notifying  to  the  people 
throughout  the  Uuited  States  the  recommendation  contained  in  the 
ILird  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  elerk  of  (liis  House  do  carry  the  said  rogolutions  lo 
the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrenee. 

A  meeaage  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr. Otis,  their  Eecretary ! 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  Senata  have  agreed  to  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 

[0  the  occasion,  and  oxpresaivo  of  tha  profound  Borrow  with  which  Con- 
gress is  penetrated  on  the  lose  of  their  highly  valued  fellow-citizen, 
Oeorge  Washington,  Generd.  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Stales. 

Tuesday,  DECEHBEIt  24,  1799. 
Mr.  Gray,  from  the  joint  committee  for  enrolled  biils,  reported  that 
the  committee  had  examined  the  enrolled  resolutions  directing  certain 
measures  to  be  taken  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  General  George  Wash- 
ington, and  had  fiiiind  the  same  to  be  truly  enrolled :  Whereupon, — 
Mr.  Speaker  signed  the  said  enrolled  teeolutions. 
Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  this  House  do  acquaint  the  Senate  there- 
Mr.  Wsdsworth,  from  the  joint  committee  for  enrolled  bills,  reported 
that  the  committee  did,  this  day,  present  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  his  approbation,  the  enrolled  resolulions  directing  certain 
measures  to  be  taken  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  General  George  Wash- 
ington. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
Mr.  Shaw,  his  eeoreiary,  notifying  that  the  President  did,  this  day,  ap- 
prove and  sign  the  enrolled  resolutions,  which  originated  in  this  House, 
in  honor  of  the  memory  of  General  George  Washington. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House,  thai,  conformably  to  the  resolution 
of  Congress,  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  requested  Major  General  Henry  Lee,  one  of  the 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  Vu-ginia,  lo  prepare  and  deliver  a 
funeral  oration  before  both  houses,  on  Thursday,  tha  twenty-sixth  instant, 
in  honor  of  the  memory  of  George  Washington,  late  General  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  Mr.  Lee  had  been  pleased  lo  ac- 
cept of  the  appointment. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  Thursday  morning,  half-past  ten 
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Thcksdit,  Dekgmber  26,  1799. 
This  Iteing  the  day  appointed  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  for  ihe 
funeral  procession  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  George  Washington,  laiB 
General  of  ihe  armies  of  the  United  Siales,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  where  they  attended  the  funeral  oration  pre- 
pared Eiiid  delivered  on  the  occasion  by  Major  General  Lee,  one  of  the 
members  of  this  Houae  for  the  State  of  Virginia; 


FUNrRAIi   OHATIOIT. 

In  obedience  to  your  will,  I  rise  your  humWe  organ, 
with  the  hope  of  executing  a  part  of  the  system  of  public 
mourning  whinh  you  have  been  pleased  to  adopt,  com- 
memorative of  the  death  of  the  most  illustrious  and  most 
beloved  personage  this  country  has  ever  produced;  and 
which,  while  it  transmits  to  posterity  your  sense  of  the 
awful  event,  faintly  represents  your  knowledge  of  the 
consummate  excellence  you  so  cordially  honor. 

Desperate  indeed  is  any  attempt  on  earth  to  meet  cor- 
respondingly this  dispensation  of  Heaven;  for,  while  with 
pious  resignation  we  submit  to  the  will  of  an  all-gracious 
Providence,  we  can  never  cease  lamenting,  in  our  finite 
view  of  Omnipotent  Wisdom,  the  heart-rending  privation 
for  which  our  nation  weeps.  When  the  civilized  world 
shakes  to  its  centre  ;  when  every  moment  gives  birth  to 
strange  and  momentous  changes;  when  our  peaceful 
quarter  of  the  globe,  exempt  as  it  happily  has  been  from 
any  share  in  the  slaughter  of  the  human  race,  may  yet  be 
compelled  to  abandon  her  pacific  policy,  and  to  risk  the 
doleful  casualties  of  war:  What  limit  is  there  to  the 
extent  of  our  loss .' — None  within  the  reach  of  my  word.-! 
;  none  which  your  feelings  will  not  disavow. 
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The  founder  of  our  federate  republic — our  bulwark  in 
w  ar,  our  guide  in  peace,  is  no  more  !  Oh  that  this  were 
but  questionable !  Hope,  the  comforter  of  the  wretched, 
would  pour  into  our  agonizing  hearts  its  balmy  dew. 
But,  alas !  there  is  no  hope  for  us  ;  our  Washington  is 
removed  for  ever !  Possessing  the  stoutest  frame,  and 
purest  mind,  he  had  passed  nearly  to  his  sixty-eighth 
year,  in  the  enjoyment  of  high  health,  when,  habituated 
by  his  care  of  us  to  neglect  himself,  a  slight  cold,  dis- 
regarded, became  inconvenient  on  I'riday,  oppressive  on 
Saturday,  and,  defying  every  medical  interposition,  before 
the  morning  of  Sunday,  put  an  end  to  the  best  of  men. 
An  end  did  I  say  ? — his  fame  survives  ! — bounded  only 
by  the  limits  of  the  earth,  and  by  the  extent  of  the  human 
mind.  He  survives  in  our  hearts,  in  the  growing  know- 
ledge of  our  children,  in  tiie  affections  of  the  good 
throughout  the  world;  and  when  our  monuments  shall 
be  done  away ;  when  nations  now  existing  shall  be  no 
more  ;  when  even  our  yoimg  and  far-spreading  empire 
shall  have  perished,  still  will  our  Washington's  glory  un- 
faded  shine,  and  die  not,  until  love  of  virtue  cease  on 
earth,  or  earth  itself  sinks  into  chaos. 

How,  my  fellow- citizens,  shall  I  single  to  your  grateful 
hearts  his  pre-eminent  worth!  Where  shall  1  begin  in 
opening  to  your  view  a  character  throughout  sublime? 
Shall  I  speak  of  his  warlike  achievements,  all  springing 
from  obedience  to  his  country's  wUl— all  directed  to  his 
country's  good? 

Will  you  go  with  me  to  (he  banks  of  th«  Monongahela, 
to  see  your  youthful  Washington,  supporting,  in  the  dismal 
hour  of  Indian  victory,  the  ill-fated  Braddock,  and  saving, 
by  his  judgment  and  by  his  valor,  the  remains  of  a  de- 
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feated  army,  pressed  by  the  conquering  savage  foe  ?  Or, 
when  oppressed  America,  nobly  resolving  to  risk  her  all 
ia  defence  of  her  violated  rights,  he  was  elevated  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  Congress  to  the  command  of  her 
armies ; — Will  you  follow  him  to  the  high  grounds  of 
Boston,  where  to  an  undisciplibed,  courageous,  and  vir 
tuous  yeomanry,  his  presence  gave  the  stability  of  system, 
and  infused  the  invincibility  of  love  of  country ;  or  shall 
I  carry  you  to  the  paiofiil  scenes  of  Long  Island,  York 
Island  and  New  Jersey,  when,  combating  superior  and 
gailant  armies,  aided  by  powerful  fleets,  and  led  by  cHefs 
high  in  the  roll  of  fame,  he  stood,  the  bulwark  of  our  safety ; 
undismayed  by  disaster ;  unchanged  by  change  of  for 
tune.  Or  will  you  view  him  in  the  precarious  fields  of 
Trenton,  where  deep  gloora  unnerving  every  arm,  reigned 
triumphant  through  our  thinned,  worn  down,  unaided 
ranks ;  himself  unmoved.  Dreadful  was  the  night.  It 
was  aboTit  this  time  of  winter — the  storm  raged — the 
Delaware  rolling  furiously  with  floating  ice,  forbade  the 
approach  of  man.  Washington,  self-collected,  viewed 
the  tremendous  scene— his  country  called ;  unappalled 
by  surrounding  dangers,  he  passed  to  the  hostile  shore  ; 
he  fought ;  he  conquered.  The  morning  sun  cheered  the 
American  world.  Our  country  rose  on  the  event;  and 
her  dauntless  chief,  pursuing  his  blow,  completed  in  the 
lawns  of  Princeton,  what  his  vast  soul  had  conceived  on 
the  shores  of  Delaware, 

Thence  to  the  strong  grounds  of  Morristown  he  led  his 
small  but  gallant  band  ;  and  through  an  eventful  winter, 
by  the  high  efforts  of  his  genius,  whose  matchless  force 
was  measurable  only  by  the  growth  of  difficulties,  he 
held  in  check  formidable  hostile  legions,  conducted  by  a 
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chief  experienced  in  the  art  of  war,  and  famed  for  his 
valor  on  tlie  ever  memorable  heights  of  Abraham,  where 
fell  Wolfe,  Montcalm,  and  since,  our  much  lamented 
Montgomery — all  covered  with  glory.  In  this  fortunate 
interval,  produced  by  his  masterly  conduct,  our  fethers, 
ourselves,  animated  by  his  resistless  example,  rallied 
around  our  country's  standard,  and  continued  to  follow 
her  beloved  chief  through  the  various  and  trying  scenes 
to  which  the  destinies  of  our  Union  led, 

Who  is  there  that  has  forgotten  the  vales  of  Brandy- 
wine — the  fields  of  Germantown— or  the  plains  of  Mon- 
mouth? Everywhere  present,  wants  of  every  kind 
obstructing,  numerous  and  valiant  armies  encountering, 
himself  a  host,  he  assuaged  our  sufferings,  limited  our 
privations,  and  upheld  our  tottering  republic.  Shall  I 
display  to  you  the  spread  of  the  fire  of  his  soul,  by 
rehearsing  the  praises  of  the  Hero  of  Saratoga,  and  his 
much  loved  compeer  of  the  Carolinas  ?  No ;  our  Wash- 
ington wears  no  borrowed  glory :  to  Gates — to  Greene, 
he  gave  without  reserve  the  applause  due  to  their  emi- 
nent merit ;  and  long  may  the  chiefs  of  Saratoga,  and 
of  Eutaws,  receive  the  grateful  respect  of  a  grateful 
people. 

Moving  in  his  own  orbit,  he  iraparted  heat  and  light  to 
his  most  distant  satellites;  and  combining  the  physical 
and  moral  force  of  all  within  his  sphere,  with  irresistible 
weight  he  took  his  course,  commiserating  folly,  disdaining 
vice,  dismaying  treason,  and  invigorating  despondency; 
until  the  auspicious  hour  arrived,  when,  united  with  the 
intrepid  forces  of  a  potent  and  magnanimous  ally,  he 
brought  to  submission  the  since  conqueror  of  India  ;  thus 
finishing  his  long  career  of  military  glory  with  a  lustre 
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corresponding  to  his  great  name,  and  in  this  bis  last  act 
of  war  affixing  the  seal  of  fate  to  our  nation's  birth. 

To  the  horrid  din  of  battle  sweet  peace  succeeded, 
and  our  virtuous  chief,  mindful  only  of  the  common  good, 
in  a  moment  tempting  personal  a^randizement,  hushed 
the  discontents  of  growing  sedition  ;  and,  surrendering  bis 
power  into  the  hands  from  which  he  had  received  it,  con- 
verted his  sword  into  a  ploughshare,  teaching  an  admiring 
world  that  to  be  truly  great,  you  must  be  truly  good. 

Was  I  to  stop  here,  the  picture  would  be  incomplete, 
and  the  task  imposed  unfinished.  Great  as  was  our 
Washington  in  war,  and  as  much  as  did  that  greatness 
contribute  to  producethe  American  Republic,  it  is  not  in 
war  alone  his  pre-eminence  stands  conspicuous.  His 
various  talents  combining  all  the  capacities  of  a  states- 
man with  those  of  a  soldier,  fitted  him  alike  to  guide  the 
councils  and  the  armies  of  our  nation.  Scarcely  had  he 
rested  from  his  martial  toils,  while  his  invaluable  parental 
advice  was  still  sounding  in  our  ears,  when  he  who  had 
been  our  shield  and  our  sword,  was  called  forth  to  act  a 
less  splendid  but  more  important  part. 

Possessing  a  clear  and  penetrating  mind,  a  strong  and 
sound  judgment,  calmness  and  temper  for  deliberation, 
with  invincible  firmness,  and  perseverance  in  resolutions 
maturely  formed,  drawing  information  from  all,  acting 
fi'om  himself,  with  incorruptible  integrity  and  unvarying 
patriotism :  his  own  superiority  and  the  public  confidence 
alike  marked  him  as  the  man  designed  by  Heaven  to  lead 
in  the  great  political  as  well  as  military  events  which 
have  distinguished  the  era  of  his  life. 

The  finger  of  an  overriding  providence,  pointing  at 
Washington,   was    neither    mistaken    nor    unobserved ; 
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when,  to  realize  llie  vast  hopes  to  which  our  revolulion 
hod  given  birth,  a  change  of  political  system  became 
indispensable. 

How  novel,  how  grand  the  spectacle !  Independent 
states  stretched  over  an  immense  terntory,  and  known 
only  by  common  difficulty,  chnging  to  their  union  as  the 
rock  of  their  safety,  deciding  by  frank  comparison  of 
their  relative  condition,  to  rear  on  that  rock,  under  the 
guidance  of  reason,  a  common  government,  through 
whose  commanding  protection,  liberty  and  order,  wilh 
their  long  train  of  blessings,  should  be  safe  to  them- 
selves, and  the  sure  inheritance  of  their  posterity. 

This  arduous  task  devolved  on  citizens  selected  by  the 
people,  from  knowledge  of  their  wisdom  and  confidence 
in  their  virtue.  In  this  august  assembly  of  sages  and 
patriots,  Washington  of  course  was  found ;  and,  as  if 
acknowledged  to  be  most  wise,  where  all  were  wise,  with 
one  voice  he  was  declared  their  chief.  How  well  he 
merited  this  rare  distinction,  how  faithful  were  the  labours 
of  himself  and  his  compatriots,  the  work  of  their  bands 
and  our  union,  strength  and  prosperity,  the  fruits  of  that 
work,  best  attest. 

But  to  have  essentially  aided  in  presenting  to  his 
country  this  consummation  of  her  hopes,  neither  satisfied 
the  claims  of  his  fellow- citizens  on  his  talents,  nor  those 
duties  which  the  possession  of  those  talents  imposed. 
Heaven  had  not  infused  into  his  mind  such  an  uncommon 
share  of  its  ethereal  spirit  to  remain  unemployed,  nor 
bestowed  on  him  his  genius  unaccompanied  with  the  cor- 
responding duty  of  devoting  it  to  the  common  good.  To 
have  framed  a  Constitution,  was -showing  only,  without 
ealizing,  the  general  happiness.     This  great  work  re- 
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mainetJ  to  be  done ;  and  America,  steadfast  in  her  prefer- 
ence, with  one  voice  summoned  her  beloved  Washington, 
unpractised  as  he  was  in  the  duties  of  civil  administra- 
tion, to  execute  this  last  act  in  the  completion  of  the 
national  felicity.  Obedient  to  her  call,  he  assumed  the 
high  office  with  that  self-distrust  peculiar  to  his  innate 
modesty,  the  constant  attendant  of  pre-eminent  virtue. 
What  was  the  burst  of  joy  through  our  anxious  land  on 
this  exhilarating  event  is  known  to  us  all.  The  aged, 
the  young,  the  brave,  the  fair,  rivaled  each  other  in 
demonstrations  of  their  gratitude ;  and  this  high-wrought, 
delightful  scene  was  heightened  in  its  effect,  by  the  sin- 
gular contest  between  the  zeal  of  the  bestowers  and  the 
avoidance  of  the  receiver  of  the  honors  bestowed.  Com- 
mencing his  administrajion,  what  heart  is  not  charmed 
widi  the  recollection  of  the  pure  and  wise  principles  an- 
nounced by  himself,  as  the  basis  of  his  political  life.  He 
best  understood  the  indissoluble  union  between  virtue  and 
happiness,  between  duty  and  advantage,  between  the 
genuine  maxims  of  an  honest  and  magnanimous  policy, 
and  the  solid  rewards  of  public  prosperity  and  individual 
felicity ;  watching  with  an  equal  and  comprehensive  eyi; 
over  this  creat  assemblage  of  communities  and  interests, 
he  1  d  the  foundations  of  our  national  policy  in  the  un- 
Ug  mmutabl  principles  of  morality,  based  on  reli- 
giQ  exemj  1  f)  g  the  pre-eminence  of  a  free  govern- 
nent  by  all  the  attributes  which  win  the  affections  of 
ts  c  tze  s  0   command  the  respect  of  the  world. 

"  O  forlunatos  nimium,  sua  si  bona  norint !" 

Leading  through  the  complicated  difKculiies  produced 
by  previous  obligations  and  conflicting  interests,  seconded 
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by  succeeding  houses  of  Congress,  enlightened  and  pa- 
triotic, he  surmounted  all  original  obstruction,  and  bright- 
ened the  path  of  our  national  felicity. 

The  presidential  term  expiring,  his  solicitude  to  ex- 
rhange  exaitation  for  humility  returned  with  a  force 
increased  with  increase  of  age ;  and  he  had  prepared  his 
farewell  address  to  his  countrymen,  proclaiming  his  inten- 
tion, when  the  united  interposirion  of  ail  around  him, 
enforced  hy  the  eventful  prospects  of  the  epoch,  produced 
a  further  sacrifice  of  inclination  to  duty.  The  election 
of  President  followed,  and  Washington,  by  the  unaai- 
mous  vote  of  the  nation,  was  called  to  resume  the  Chief 
Magistracy.  What  a  wonderful  fixture  of  confidence ! 
Which  attracts  most  our  admiration,  a  people  so  correct, 
or  a  citizen  combining  an  assemblage  of  talents  forbid- 
ding rivalry,  and  stifling  even  envy  itself.'  Such  a  nation 
ought  to  be  happy,  such  a  chief  must  be  for  ever  revered. 

War,  long  menaced  by  the  Indian  tribes,  now  broke 
out;  and  the  terrible  conflict,  deluging  Europe  with 
blood,  began  to  shed  its  baneful  influence  over  our 
happy  land.  To  the  first,  outstretching  his  invincible 
arm,  under  the  orders  of  the  gallant  Wayne,  the  Ameri- 
can eagle  soared  triumphant  through  distant  forests. 
Peace  followed  victory ;  and  the  melioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  enemy  followed  peace.  Godlike  virtue, 
which  uplifts  even  the  subdued  savage. 

To  the  second  he  opposed  himself.  New  and  delicate 
was  the  conjuncture,  and  great  was  the  stake.  Soon  did 
his  penetrating  mind  discern  and  seize  the  only  course, 
continuing  to  us  all  the  felicity  enjoyed.  He  issued  his 
proclamation  of  neutrality.  This  index  to  his  whole 
subsequent  conduct  was  sanctioned  by  the  approbation 
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of  both  houses  of  Congress,  and  by  tlie  approving  voice 
of  the  people. 

To  this  sublime  policy  he  inviolably  adhered,  unmoved 
by  foreign  intrusion,  unshaken  by  domestic  turbulence. 

"  Justum  el  leDKoem  propositi  virnm, 
Non  civiuro  ardor  prasa  jutentium, 
Non  vullus  inBlantis  tyranni, 
Mente  quatit  folida." 

Maintaining  his  pacific  system  at  the  expense  of  no 
duty,  America,  faithful  to  herself,  and  sustained  in  her 
honor,  continued  to  enjoy  the  delights  of  peace,  while 
afflicted  Europe  mourns  in  every  quarter  under  the  accu- 
mulated miseries  of  an  unexampled  war;  miseries  in 
which  our  happy  country  must  have  shared,  had  not  our 
pre-eminent  Washington  been  as  firm  in  council  as  he 
was  brave  in  the  field. 

Pursuing  steadfastly  his  course,  he  held  safe  the  public 
happiness,  preventing  foreign  war,  and  quelling  internal 
discord,  till  the  revolving  period  of  a  third  election 
approached,  when  he  executed  his  interrupted  but  inex- 
tinguishable desire  of  returning  to  the  humble  walks  of 
private  life. 

The  promulgation  of  his  fixed  resolution  stopped  the 
anxious  wishes  of  an  affectionate  people,  from  adding  a 
third  unanimous  testimonial  of  their  unabated  confidence 
in  the  man  so  long  enthroned  in  their  hearts.  When  be 
fore  was  affection  Jike  tliis  exhibited  on  earth  ?  Turn 
over  the  records  of  ancient  Greece!  Review  the  annals 
of  mighty  Rome !  Examine  the  volumes  of  modern 
Europe;  you  search  in  vain.  America  and  her  Wash- 
ington only  afford  the  dignified  exemplificafion.     The 
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illustrious  personage  called  by  the  national  voice  in  suc- 
cession to  the  arduous  office  of  guiding  a  free  people, 
had  new  difficulties  to  encounter.  The  amicable  effort 
of  settling  our  difficulties  with  France,  begun  by  Wash- 
ington, and  pursued  by  his  successor  in  virtue  as  in  sta- 
tion, proving  abortive,  America  took  measures  of  self- 
defence.  No  sooner  was  the  public  mind  roused  by  a 
prospect  of  danger,  than  every  eye  was  turned  to  the 
friend  of  ali,  though  secluded  from  public  view,  and  gray 
in  public  service.  The  virtuous  veteran  following  his 
plough,  received  the  unexpected  summons  with  mingled 
emotions  of  indignation  at  the  unmerited  ill-treatment  of 
his  country,  and  of  a  determination  once  more  to  risk 
his  all  in  her  defence. 

The  annunciation  of  these  feelings,  in  his  affecting 
letter  to  the  President,  accepting  the  command  of  the 
army,  concludes  his  official  conduct. 

First  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  Ms 
countrj'men,  he  was  second  to  none  in  the  humble  and 
endearing  scenes  of  private  life:  pious,  just,  humane, 
temperate,  and  sincere,  uniform,  dignified,  and  com- 
manding, his  example  was  as  edifying  to  aO  around  him 
as  were  the  effects  of  that  example  lasting. 

To  his  equals  he  was  condescending;  to  his  inferiors 
kind ;  and  to  the  dear  object  of  his  affections  exemplarily 
tender.  Correct  throughout,  vice  shuddered  in  his  pre- 
sence, and  virtue  always  felt  his  fostering  hand  ;  the 
purity  of  his  private  character  gave  effulgence  to  his 
public  virtues. 

His  last  scene  comported  with  the  whole  tenor  of  liis 
life  ;  although  in  extreme  pain,  not  a  sigh,  not  a  groan 
escaped  bim ;  and  with  undisturbed  serenity  he  closed 
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his  well-spent  life.  Such  was  the  man  America  has  lost . 
such  was  (he  man  for  whom  our  nation  mourns !  Methinks 
I  see  his  august  image,  and  hear,  falling  from  his  vener- 
able lips,  fhese  deep- sinking  words : 

*' Cease,  sons  of  America,  lamenting  our  separation: 
go  on,  and  confirm  by  your  wisdom  the  fruits  of  our  joint 
councils,  joint  efforts,  and  common  dangers.  Reverence 
religion ;  diffuse  kuowledge  throughout  jour  land  ;  patron- 
ize the  arts  and  sciences;  let  liberty  and  order  be  in- 
separable companions ;  control  party-spirit,  the  bane  of 
free  government;  observe  good  faith  to,  and  culiivate 
peace  with  all  nations ;  shut  up  every  avenue  to  foreign 
influence;  contract  rather  than  extend  national  con- 
nexion; rely  on  yourselves  only;  be  American  in  thought 
and  deed.  Thus  will  you  give  immortality  to  that  union, 
which  was  the  constant  object  of  my  terrestrial  labours. 
Thus  will  you  preserve  undisturbed  to  the  latest  posterity 
the  felicity  of  a  people  to  me  most  dear;  and  thus  will 
you  supply  (if  my  happiness  is  now  aught  to  you)  ihp 
only  vacancy  in  the  round  of  pure  bliss  high  Heaven 
bestows." 


Fkidit,  December  27,  1799. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  ihal  the  House  do  come  lo  the  follow- 

The  House  of  BepresenlatiTea  of  the  United  States,  highly 
gratified  with  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Lee  has  performed  the  ser- 
vice assigned  to  him,  under  the  resolution  desiring  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Hep rcserila lives  to  request 
one  of  the  members  of  Congress  to  prepare  and  deliver  a  funtral 
oration  on  the  death  of  George  Washington  ;  and  desirous  of  com- 
municating to  their  fellow-citizens,  tlirough  the  medium  of  Ihe 
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press,  those  sentiments  of  respect  for  the  character,  of  gratitude 
for  the  services,  and  of  grief  for  the  death,  of  that  illustrious  per- 
sonage, whieh,  felt  by  all,  have,  on  this  melancholy  occasion,  been 
so  weJl  expressed ; 

Mesalved,  That  the  Speaker  present  the  thanks  of  this  House  lo 
Mr.  Lee,  for  the  oration  delivered  by  him  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress on  Thursday,  the  twenty-sistlh  instant;  and  request  that  he 
will  permit  a  copy  thereof  to  be  taken  for  publication : 

.0  the  same, 


The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that,  in  pursuance  of  ihc  reaolution 
of  Friday  last,  he  had  addressed  lo  Major  General  Henry  Lee,  one  of 
the  members  for  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  the  following  letter : 

"Philadelphia,  December  27,  1799. 

"Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  resolutions,  which  unanimously  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  this  day,  will  make  known  to  you 
how  highly  they  have  been  gratified  with  the  manner  in  which  you 
have  performed  the  service  assigned  to  you,  in  preparing  and  de- 
livering a  funeral  oration  on  the  death  of  General  Washington. 
That  our  constituents  may  participate  in  the  gratification  we  have 
received  from  your  having  so  well  expressed  those  sentiments  of 
respect  for  the  character,  of  gratitude  for  the  services,  and  of  grief 
for  the  death,  of  that  illustrious  personage,  I  flatter  myself  you  will 
not  hesitate  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  House,  by  furnishing 
a  copy  of  your  oration,  to  be  taken  for  publication. 

"Allow  me,  while  performing  this  pleasing  task  of  official  duty 
in  communicating  an  act  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  so 
j\ist  to  you  and  so  honorable  to  themselves,  to  embrace  the  oppor- 
tunity to  declare  that 

"I  am,  personally,  with  great  esteem  and  sincere  regard,  dear 
sir,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

"THEODORE  SEDGWICK. 

"The  honorable  Maj.  Gen.  Lee." 

To  which  Mr.  Lee  had  replied  as  follows  ■ 
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"Franklin  Court,  December 28,  1799. 

"  Dear  Sir  ;  I  owe  to  the  goodness  of  the  House  of  Repreaeiita- 
lives  tlie  honor  which  their  resolutions  confer  on  my  humble  efforts 
to  execute  their  wish. 

"I  can  never  disobey  their  will,  and  therefore  will  furnish  a 
copy'  of  the  oration  delivered  on  the  late  afflicting  occasion,  much 
as  I  had  flattered  myself  with  a  different  disposition  of  it. 

"  Sincerely  reciprocating'  the  personal  consideration  with  which 
you  honor  me,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  friend  and  obedient 

"HENRY  LEE. 

"  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives." 

Mr.  Marshall,  from  tbe  joint  commillee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report 
inoaaures  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  General  Georgs  Waahinglon,  made 
B  further  report,  in  part ;  which  was  read  and  considered ;  Whereupon, 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  following 
resolutions : 

Jleaohed  hy  the  Senale  and  Hottse  of  Bepresenialives  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  to  assemble,  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  February  next,  in  such  numbers  and  manner  as  may 
be  convenient,  publicly  to  testify  their  grief  for  the  death  of  Gene- 
ral Gaotge  Washington,  by  suitable  eulogies,  orations,  and  dis- 
courses, or  by  public  prayers. | 

And  it  is  further  resolved.  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
issue  a  proclamation,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  foregoing  reso- 


Lg  of  gtBlUude  and 
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MONDiY,   JiNUiEV  6,  1800. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  PreBident  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  by 
Mr.  Adams,  notifying  that  the  Freaidenl  did,  this  day,  approve  and  sign 
certain  enrolled  reaoluliona,  which  originated  in  this  House,  directing 
further  measures  in  honor  of  [he  memory  of  General  George  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerit  of  this  House  do  acquaint  the  Senale  tliere- 

Wednesdjv,  January  8,  ISOO. 
A  message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the  President  of  ihe  United 
Stales,  hy  Mr.  Shaw,  his  seorelary,  as  followelh: 

Gentlemen  of  ihe  Senate,  iind 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Repraeniatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  in  one  of  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  t»  entj  first  of  December  last,  I  transmitted  a  copy  of 
tl  use  reaolutions,  by  my  secretary,  Mr.  Shaw,  to  Mrs,  Washmjr- 
ton,  assuring  her  ot  the  profound  respect  Congress  will  ever  be^ir 
to  her  person  ond  character;  of  their  condolence  in  the  late  afflitt- 
l  ig  dispensation  ot  Providence ;  and  entreating  her  assent  to  the 
inlerment  of  the  remains  of  General  George  Washington,  in  (lie 
manner  expressed  in  the  first  resolution.  As  the  sentiments  of 
tiiat  virtuous  kdy,  not  less  beloved  by  this  nation  than  she  is  at 
present  greatly  afflicted,  can  never  be  so  well  expressed  as  in  her 
own  words,  I  transmit  to  Congress  her  original  letter. 

It  w)uld  be  an  attempt  of  too  much  delicacy  to  make  any  com- 
ments upon  It ,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  nation  at  large, 
as  well  as  all  the  branches  of  the  Government,  will  be  highly 
gratified  by  any  arrangement  which  may  diminish  the  sacrifice  she 
makes  of  her  individual  feelings. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  Stales,  January  6,  1800. 

The  latter  referred  to  in  ihe  said  meEaage  is  as  foHuws : 
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'<Mount  Vernon,  December  31,  1799, 
"  Sib  :  While  I  feel,  with  keenest  anguish,  the  kte  dis- 
pensation of  Divine  Providence,  I  cannot  be  insen&ible  to 
the  mournful  tributes  of  respect  and  veneration  which  are 
paid  to  the  memory  of  my  dear  deceased  husband  ;  and. 


bus  wishes  v 

of  his  country,  to 
ated  and  gratefully  rc- 


t  services  and  most  a 
devoted  to  the  welfare  and  happin 
know  that  they  were  truly  apprecia 
membered  affords  no  inconsiderable  consolation. 

"  Taught,  by  that  great  example  which  I  have  so  long 
had  before  me,  never  to  oppose  my  private  wishes  to  the 
public  will,  I  must  consent  to  the  request  made  by  Con- 
gress, which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  transmit  to 
me  ;  and,  in  doing  this,  I  need  not,  I  cannot,  say  what  a 
sacrifice  of  individual  feeling  I  make  to  a  sense  of  pUbhc 
duty. 

"  With  grateful  acknowledgments  and  unfeigned  thanks 
for  the  personal  respect  and  evidences  of  condolence  ex- 
pressed by  Congress  and  yourself,  I  remain,  very  respect- 
fully, sir,  your  most  obedient  bumble  servant, 

"MARTHA  WASHINGTON." 

The  said  m«ssBge,  End  ietter  a<^  camp  any  ing  the  same,  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  lo  the  joint  committee  appoinled  the  nineteenth 
Mkimo,  on  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  General  George 
Wasliington,  to  prepare  and  reporl  measures  suitable  to  the  occasion. 

FBrDATT,  Maech  28,  1800. 

Reaolvsd,  That  all  letters  and  packets  lo  Mrs.  Martha  Washington, 
relict  of  the  late  General  George  Washington,  shall  be  received  and  con- 
veyed by  post,  free  from  postage,  for  and  during  her  life. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  said  resolu- 
tion ;  and  that  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Kitlera  and  Mr.  Dennle,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

26 
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Mr.  Henry  Lee,  from  tlie  committee  appointed,  presented,  according 
to  order,  a  hill  lo  extend  the  privilege  of  franking  letters  and  paokaees 
to  Martha  Washington ;  which  waa  received,  and  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  the  a^d  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  he 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  tuixt. 

Monday,  March  31,  ISIX). 
An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  privilege  of  flanking  letters  and  pack- 
ages to  Martha  Washington,  was  read  the  third  time. 
Resolved.  That  the  said  bUl  do  pass  :— 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  privilege  of  franking  letters  and 
packages  to  Martha  Washington, 

Beit  enacted  hi/ ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Representor 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  CoTigress  as- 
sembled, That  ail  letters  and  packages  to  and  from  Martha 
Washington,  shall  be  received  and  conveyed  by  post  free 
of  postage,  for  and  during  her  life. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
THUttsDiY,  December  19, 1799. 
Tbe  following  written  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Shaw,  his  secretary ! 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

The  letter  herewith  transmitted*  will  inform  you  that  it 

has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  remove  from  this  life 
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our  excellent  fellow- citizen  George  Washington  ;  by  the 
purity  of  his  character,  and  a  long  series  of  services  to 
his  country  rendered  illustrious  through  the  world.  It 
remains  for  an  affectionate  and  grateful  people,  in  whose 
hearts  he  can  never  die,  to  pay  suitable  honors  to  his 
memory.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States,  December  19,  1799. 


The  measage  and  letler  were  read. 
Ordered,  That  ihey  lie  for  conaideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Oswald,  in  iho 
absence  of  their  clerk: 

Mr.  Fretideni;  The  Houae  of  Representatives  having  received  inteili. 
gencB  of  the  death  of  their  highly- valued  fellow-oitiien,  General  George 
Washington,  and  sharing  the  universal  grief  this  distressing  event  must 
produce,  have  Seiolved,  That  a  joint  committee  be  appointed,  to  report 
measures  suitable  to  the  occasion,  and  expressive  of  the  profound  sorrow 
with  which  Congress  is  penetrated  on  the  loss  of  a  citizen,  first  in  war, 
first  in  peace,  and  iirst  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen ;  and  having  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part,  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 
And  he  withdrew. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  foregoing  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.     Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  they  do  concur  therein,  and  thai  Messrs.  Dayton.  Bing- 
ham, Dexler,  Gunn,  Laurance,  Tracy,  and  Read,  be  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  the  eoncorronce. 
On  motion, 

Seaolved,  That  the  Senate  will  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uniteu 
Siatea,  to  condole  with  him  on  the  diatressmg  event  of  the  death  of  Gene- 
ral George  Washington]  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare, 
for  that  occasion,  an  address  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  ei. 
pressivo  of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Senate  ;  and  that  this  committee  con- 
sist of  iUcssrs.  Dexter,  Ross,  and  Read. 
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Senile,  go  into  mourning,  by  llie  usual  mode  of  wearing  a  crape  round 
the  left  arm,  during  the  session, 
Tlie  Senate  adjourned  to  11  o'clocli  on  Monday  morning. 

MoSBAT,  DecEmeee  23, 1799. 

Mr.  Dexter,  from  the  commillee,  appointed  for  tlie  purpose  on  llie  18(li 

inst.,  reported  tiie  dtauglil  of  an  address  to  tlie  President  of  the  Uniltd 

States,  on  the  death  of  General  George  Washington;  which  hemg  read 

in  paragraphs,  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  respectfully  take  leave, 
sir,  to  express  to  you  their  deep  regret  for  the  loss  their 
country  sustains  in  the  death  of  General  George  Wash- 
ington. 

This  event,  so  distressing  lo  all  our  fellow-citizens, 
must  be  peculiarly  heavy  to  you,  who  have  long  been  as- 
sociated with  him  in  deeds  of  patriotism.  Permit  us,  sir, 
to  mingle  our  tears  with  yours ;  on  this  occasion  it  is 
manly  lo  weep.  To  lose  such  a  man,  at  such  a  crisis,  is 
no  common  calamity  to  the  world:  our  country  mourns 
her  Father.  The  Almighty  Disposer  of  human  events  has 
taken  from  us  our  greatest  benefactor  and  ornament.  It 
becomes  us  to  submit  with  reverence  to  him  who  "  makeih 
darkness  his  pavihon." 

With  patriotic  pride  we  review  the  life  of  our  Wash- 
ington, and  compare  him  with  those  of  other  countries, 
who  have  been  pre-eminent  in  fame.  Ancient  and  modern 
names  are  diminished  before  him.  Greatness  and  guilt 
have  too  often  been  allied ;  but  his  fame  is  whiter  than  it 
is  brilliant.  The  destroyers  of  nations  stood  abashed  at 
the  majesty  of  his  virtue.  It  reproved  the  intemperance 
of  their  ambition,  and  darkened  the  splendor  of  victory. 
The  scene  is  closed,  and  we  are  no  longer  anxious  lest 
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misfortune  should  sully  liis  glory ;  he  has  travelled  to  the 
end  of  his  journey,  and  carried  with  bim  an  increasing 
weight  of  honor;  he  has  deposited  it  safely,  where  mis- 
fortune cannot  tarnish  it,  where  malice  cannot  blast  it. 
Favored  of  Heaven,  he  departed  without  exhibiting  the 
weakness  of  humanity.  Magnanimous  in  death,  the  dark- 
ness of  the  grave  could  not  obscure  his  brightness. 

Such  was  the  man  whom  we  deplore.  Thaaks  to  God ! 
his  glory  is  consummated  ;  Washington  yet  lives — on  earth 
in  his  spotless  example — his  spirit  is  in  heaven. 

Let  his  countrymen  consecrate  the  memory  of  the  he- 
roic general,  the  patriotic  statesman,  and  the  virtuous 
sage ;  let  them  teach  their  children  never  to  forget  that  the 
fruit  of  his  labors  and  his  example  are  their  inheritance. 
SAMUEL  LIVERMORE, 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore. 

Ordertd,  That  the  committee  who  prepared  [he  address,  waif  on  [he 
Presidem  of  [he  United  Statea,  and  desire  him  [o  acquaint  [he  Senate  at 
what  time  and  place  It  will  be  most  convenient  for  him  (hat  it  should  be 
presented. 

Mr.  Dester  reported,  from  the  committee,  lha(  they  had  wailed  on  the 
President  of  the  United  S[ates,  and  that  he  had  acqualn[ed  them  Ihat  he 
woold  receive  the  address  of  the  Senate  immediate)y,  at  hia  own  house. 

Whereupon,  the  Senate  waited  on  the  President  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  the  President  of  the  Senate,  in  their  name,  presented  the  address 
this  day  agreed  to. 

To  which  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  was  pleased  to  make  ihe 
following  reply  :— 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate . 

I  receive,  with  the  most  respectful  and  affectionate 
sentiments,  in  this  impressive  address,  the  obliging  ex- 
pressions of  your  regard  for  the  loss  our  country  has  sus- 
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admired  citizen. 

In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  and  recolleotions  on 
this  melancholy  event,  you  will  permit  me  only  to  say, 
that  I  have  seen  him  in  the  days  of  adversity,  in  some  of 
the  scenes  of  bis  deepest  distress  and  most  trying  per- 
plexities :  I  have  also  attended  him  in  his  highest  eleva- 
tion, and  most  prosperous  felicity,  with  uniform  admiration 
of  his  wisdom,  moderation,  and  constancy. 

Among  all  our  original  associates  in  that  memorable 
league  of  the  continent  in  1774,  which  first  expressed  the 
sovereign  will  of  a  free  nation  in  America,  he  was  the 
only  one  remaining  in  the  genera!  government. 

Although,  with  a  constitution  more  enfeebled  than  bis, 
at  an  age  when  be  thought 't  necessary  to  prepare  for  re- 
tirement, I  feel  myself  alone  bereaved  of  my  last  brother ; 
yet  I  derive  a  st  g  consolation  from  the  unanimous  dis- 
position which  aj-pears  in  all  ages  and  classes,  to  mingle 
their  sorrows  with  mine  on  this  common  calamity  to  the 
world. 

The  life  of  our  Washington  cannot  suffer  by  a  com- 
parison with  those  of  other  countries  who  have  been  most 
celebrated  and  exahed  by  fame.  The  attributes  and 
decorations  of  royalty  could  have  only  served  to  eclipse 
the  majesty  of  those  virtues  which  made  him,  from  being 
a  modest  citizen,  a  more  resplendent  luminary.  Misfor- 
tune, had  he  lived,  could  hereafter  have  sullied  his  glory 
only  with  those  superficial  minds,  who,  believing  that  cha- 
racters and  actions  are  marked  by  success  alone,  rarely  de- 
serve to  enjoy  it.  Malice  could  never  blast  his  honor,  and 
envy  made  him  a  singular  exception  to  her  universal  rule. 
For  himself,  he  had  lived  enough  to  life,  and  to  glory. 
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For  his  fellow-cilizens,  if  their  prayers  could  have  been 
answered,  he  would  have  been  immortal.  For  me,  his 
departure  is  at  a  most  unfortunate  moment.  Trusting, 
however,  in  the  wise  and  righteous  dominion  of  Provi- 
dence over  the  passions  of  men,  and  the  results  of  their 
councils  and  actions,  as  well  as  over  their  lives,  nothing 
remains  for  me  but  humble  resignation. 

His  example  is  now  complete,  and  it  will  teach  wisdom 
and  virtue  to  magistrates,  citizens,  and  men,  not  only  in 
the  present  age,  but  in  future  generations,  as  long  as  our 
history  shall  be  read.  If  a  Trajan  found  a  Pliny,  a  Mar- 
cus Aurelius  can  never  want  biographers,  eulogists,  or 
historians.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  iSoies,  December  33,  1799. 


Clerk ! 

Mr,  Freiideni!  The  joint  committee  appointed  on  the  pMt  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  ISih  instant,  on  the  receipt  of  tlie  in- 
telligence of  the  death  of  General  George  Washington,  having  made 
report  to  that  House,  they  have  agreed  to  sundry  resolutions  thereupon, 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.    And  he  withdrew. 

Mr.  Dayton,  from  the  joint  committee,  appointed  the  19th  instant,  on 
the  pan  of  the  Senate,  on  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
General  George  Waehington,  repotted  in  past,  and  the  report  was  agreed 
lo     Whereupon 

Sesolved  nnaaimously.  That  the  Sonatc  do  concur  in  the  aforesaid 
resoltttions 

THUHsnas,  Decemhee  26,  1799. 

In  conformity  lo  the  resolve  of  the  23d  instant,  the  Senate  went  in 
ptoi-c=oion  to  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  where  was  delivered  an 
oration*  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  General  George  Washington.  After 
which,  they  returned  lo  their  own  chamber;  and 

A^otirned  to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


',  Decembe 


.  27.  ITLig. 


Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  commumcated,  through 
.heir  Preaident,  to  General  Henry  Lee,  for  the  eloquent  and  impressive 
oration  to  Ihe  memory  of  General  George  Washington,  which  he  pre- 
pared and  delivered  at  the  request  of  Congress. 

Seselved,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  apply  to  General  Lee  for 
a  copy  of  the  seme. 
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CHAPTER  5. 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESSES  OF  THE  PATRIOTS  AND  SAGES 
OF  THE  REVOLUTION.  WHO  WERE  ELEVATED  BY  THE 
SUFFRAGES  OF  THEIR  FELLOW-CITIZENS  TO  THE 
OFFICE  OF  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

I.  In  seeking,  among  the  great  mass  of  literary  matter  tliat  lias 
emanated  from  tlie  able  and  intelligent  minds  and  honnst  hearts  of 
the  statesmen  of  the  Revolution,  for  compositions  or  productions 
which  imbody  more  completely  than  any  others,  and  within  tlie 
smallest  compass,  the  true  principles,  ohjects,  and  designs,  duties 
and  responBibilities,  of  the  American  Government  under  the  Con- 
Elilution,  none  can  be  found  comparable  to  the  inaugural  addresses 
of  those  wise  and  true  patriots  who  brought  with  them  to  the  pre- 
sideatial  oiEce,  not  only  the  experience  Ihey  had  acquired  in  those 
times  when  the  energies  and  resources  of  the  stoutest  hearts  and 
ablest  minds  were  constantly  in  requisition,  but  the  advantages  of 
the  highest  intelligence,  resulting  from  that  investigation  of  causes, 
and  deliberation  upon  effects,  constituting  the  prominent  character- 
istics of  truly  great  minds.  These  worthy  spirits  had  witnessed 
and  felt  the  oppression  of  the  colonial  system  of  bondage;  tlie 
want  of  a  general  government  for  the  United  Colonies  in  the  com- 
mencement and  progress  of  the  Revolution;  the  total  inefBciency 
of  the  old  form  of  government  under  the  Confederation ;  and  some 
had  taken  part  in,  while  all  had  been  eye-witnesses  of,  the  efficient 
and  paternal  administration  of  government  under  the  Constitution 
by  the  great  and  good  Washington.  The  sentiments  and  princi- 
ples emanating  from  such  sources,  upon  a  subject  so  momentous, 
cannot  fail  to  be  highly  interesting  and  instructive  to  the  young 
statesmen  and  patriots  of  our  eoantry;  while,  to  every  American 
citizen  capable  of  reading  and  understanding,  they  will  be  an  in- 
valuable means  of  judging  properly  of  the  views  and  princip'es 
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of  the  public  men  who  may  be  candiilalRs  for  their  suffrage  and 
favor  i  for,  if  theiT  declarations  and  sentiments  contradict  those 
contained  in  these  inaugural  addresses,  doubts  may  well  be  enter- 
tained of  their  soundness  or  sincerity,  and  every  man  will  be  jus- 
tified, in  the  exercise  of  his  birthright  as  an  American  citinen,  in 
supporting  tiie  Constitution  as  understood  and  executed  by  its 
framers  and  best  friends, 

Z.  TIIE   INAUGURAL   ADDRESS   OF   GEORGE  WASHING- 
TON, PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
AfEiL  30,  1789, 
(Will  be  found  with  his  political  acts  in  Chapter  4,  p.  311.) 

3.  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS  OF  JOHN  ADAMS,  PEE31DENT 

OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

MiKCH  4,  1797. 

When  it  was  first  perceived,  in  early  times,  that  no  middle 
course  for  America  remained  between  unlimited  submission  to  a 
foreign  legislature  and  a  total  independence  of  its  claims,  men  of 
reflection  were  less  apprehensive  of  danger  from  the  fornidahle 
power  of  fleets  and  armies  they  must  determine  to  resist,  than  from 
those  contests  and  dissensions  which  would  certainly  arise  con- 
cerning the  forms  of  gDvernmeot  to  be  instituted  over  the  whole 
and  over  the  parts  of  this  extensive  country.  Relying,  however, 
on  the  parity  of  their  intentions,  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  the 
integrity  and  intelligence  of  the  people,  under  an  overruling  Pro- 
vidence, which  bad  so  signally  protected  this  country  from  the 
first,  the  representatives  of  this  nation,  then  consisting  of  little 
More  than  half  its  present  number,  not  only  broke  to  pieces  tlie 
chains  which  were  forging,  and  the  rod  of  iron  that  was  lifted  up, 
but  frankly  cut  asunder  Uie  lies  which  had  bound  them,  and 
launched  into  an  ocean  of  uncertainty. 

The  zeal  and  ardor  of  the  people,  during  the  revolutionary  wiir, 
sopplyiug  the  place  of  government,  commanded  a  degree  of  order, 
sufficient  at  least  for  the  temporary  preservation  of  society.  The 
Confederation,  which  was  early  felt  Ut  be  necessary,  was  prepared 
from  the  models  of  the  Batavian  and  Helvetic  confederacies — tiie 
only  examples  which  remain,  with  any  detail  and  precision,  in 
history,  and  certainly  the  only  ones  which  the  people  at  large  had 
ever  considered.  But,  reflecting  on  the  striking  difference,  in  so 
many  particulars,  between  this  country  and  those  where  a  courier 
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may  go  from  the  seat  of  g'overnment  to  the  frontier  in  a  single  day, 
it  was  then  certainiy  foreseen,  by  some  who  assisted  in  Congress 
al  the  formation  of  it,  ihat  it  conld  not  be  durable. 

Negligence  of  iis  regulations,  inattention  to  its  recommenda- 
tions, if  nol  disobedience  to  its  authority,  not  only  in  individuals, 
but  in  States,  soon  appeared,  with  theii  melancholy  consequences ; 
universal  languor;  Jealousies  and  rivalries  of  Sta.tes;  decline  of 
navigation  and  commerce;  discouragement  of  necessary  manufac- 
tures; universal  fall  th  1  fl  (is  and  their  produce;  con- 
tempt of  public  and  p  te  t  h  I  ss  of  consideration  and  credit 
with  foreign  nations  d  t  1  oth  in  discontents,  animosities, 
combinations,   partial  d  insurrection,   threatening 

some  great  national  oal  m   y 

In  this  dangerous  ti     p     pi     of  America  were  not  aban- 

doned by  their  usual  g    d  j        nee  of  mind,  resolution,  or 

integrity.  Measures  w  p  rs  d  t  concert  a  plan  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  e  t  bl   1   }  nsure  domestic  tranquillity, 

provide  for  the  comra      d  f  ]  te  the  genoml  welfare,  and 

secure  the  blessings  t  1  b  ty  O  public  disquisitions,  discus- 
sions, and  deliberat  d  h  present  happy  constitution 
jf  government. 

Employed  in  Ae  service  of  my  country  abroad  during  the  whole 
lourse  of  these  tmnsactions,  1  first  suw  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates  in  a  foreign  country.  Irritated  by  no  literary  alter- 
cation, animated  by  no  public  debate,  healed  by  no  party  animo- 
sity, I  read  it  with  great  satisfaction,  as  the  result  of  good  heads, 
prompted  by  good  hearts — as  an  expeiiment,  better  adapted  to  the 
genius,  character,  situation,  and  relations,  of  this  nation  and  coun- 
try, than  any  which  had  ever  been  proposed  or  suggested.  In  its 
general  principles  and  great  outlines,  it  was  conformable  to  such  a 
system  of  government  as  I  had  ever  most  esteemed,  and  in  some 
States,  my  own  native  State  in  particular,  had  contributed  to  esta- 
blish. Claiming  a  right  of  sufiiage,  in  common  with  my  fellow- 
citizens,  in  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  a  Constitution  which  wa.i 
to  rule  me  and  my  posterity,  as  well  as  them  and  theirs,  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  express  my  approbation  of  it,  on  al!  occasions,  in  public 
and  in  private.  It  was  not  then,  nor  has  been  since,  any  objection 
to  it,  in  my  mind,  that  the  Executive  and  Senate  were  not  more 
permanent.  Nor  have  I  ever  entertained  a  thought  of  promoting 
any  alteration  in  it,  but  such  as  the  people  themselves,  in  the 
course  of  their  experience,  should  see  and  feel  to  be  necessary  or 
expedient,  and,  by  their  representatives  in  Congress  and  the  State 
legislatures,  according  to  the  Constitution  itself^  adopt  and  ordain. 

Returning  to  the  bosom  of  my  country,  after  a  painful  separation 
from  it,  for  ten  years,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  elected  t«  a  station 
under  the  new  order  of  things,  and  I  have  repeatedly  laid  myself 
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onder  the  most  Berious  obligations  to  support  the  Cor 
The  operadon  of  it  has  equalled  the  most  sanguine  expectations 
of  its  friends;  and.  from  an  habitual  attention  to  it,  satis^tion  in 
its  administration,  and  deliffht  in  its  effects  upon  the  peace,  order, 
prosperity  and  Irappiness  oAhe  nation,  1  have  acquired  an  habitual 
attachment  t«  it  and  veneration  for  it. 

What  other  form  of  government,  indeed,  can  so  well  deserve 
our  esteem  and  love  1 

There  may  be  Httle  solidity  in  an  ai\cient  idea,  that  congrega- 
tions of  men  into  cities  and  nations  are  the  most  pleasing  objects 
in  the  sight  of  superior  intelligences ;  but  this  is  very  ceviain,  ^at, 
to  a  benevolent  human  mind,  there  can  be  no  sjiectacle  presented 
by  any  nation  more  pleasing,  more  noble,  majestic,  or  august,  than 
an  assembly  like  that  which  has  so  often  been  seen  in  this  and  the 
other  chamber  of  Congress,  of  a  government  in  which  the  execu- 
^ve  authority,  as  well  as  that  of  all  the  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture, are  exercised  by  citizens  selected,  at  regular  periods,  by  their 
neighbors,  to  make  and  execute  laws  for  the  general  good.  Can 
any  thing  essential,  any  thing  more  than  mere  ornament  and  deco- 
ration, be  added  to  this  by  robes  and  diamonds  ?  Can  authority  be 
more  amiable  and  respectable  when  it  descends  from  accidents,  or 
institutions  established  in  remote  antiquity,  than  when  it  springs 
fresh  ftora  the  hearts  and  judgments  of  an  honest  and  enlightened 
people  ?  For  it  is  the  people  only  that  are  represented  :  it  is  their 
power  and  majesty  that  is  reflected,  and  only  for  Uieir  good,  in 
every  legitimate  government,  under  whatever  form  it  may  appear. 
The  existence  of  such  a  government  as  ours,  for  any  length  of 
time,  is  a  full  proof  of  a  general  dissemination  of  linowledge  and 
virtue  throughout  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  And  what  object 
or  consideration  more  pleasing  than  this  can  be  presented  to  the 
human  mind  ?     If  national  pride  is  ever  justitiabie,  or  excusable, 

it  is  when  it  springs,  not  from  power  or --'•-" -" '-— 

but  Irom  conviction  of  national  innoc 
nevolenee. 

In  the  midst  of  these  pleasing  ideas,  we  should  be  unfaithful  to 
ourselves  if  we  should  ever  lose  sight  of  the  danger  to  our  liber- 
ties— if  any  thing  partial  or  extraneous  should  infect  the  purity  of 
our  free,  fait,  virtuous,  and  independent  elections.  If  an  elecUon 
is  lo  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  a  single  vote,  and  that  can  be 
procured  by  a  party,  through  artifice  or  corruption,  the  gov" — 
may  be  the  choice  of  a  party,  for  its  own  ends — not  of  tht 
for  the  national  good.  If  thai  solitary  suffrage  can  be  obtained  by 
foreign  nations  by  flattery  or  menaces,  by  Fraud  or  violence,  by 
terror,  intrigue,  or  venality,  the  government  may  not  be  the  choice 
of  the  American  people,  but  of  foreign  nations.  It  may  be  foreign 
nations  who  govern  us,  and  not  we  the  people  who  govern  our- 
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selves.  And  eaniiici  men  will  acknowledge,  that,  in  Buch  cases, 
chuicie  would  have  little  advantage  to  boast  of,  ovei  lot  or  chance. 

Sucli  is  the  amiable  and  interesting  sj^stem  of  government  (and 
such  are  some  of  the  abuses  to  which  it  mav  be  exposed)  which 
the  people  of  America  have  exhibited  to  the  admiration  and  anxiety 
of  the  wise  and  virtuous  of  all  nations,  for  eight  years,  under  the 
administia^on  of  a  citizen,  who,  by  a  long  course  of  great  aclions, 
regulated  by  prudence,  justice,  temperance,  and  fortitude,  conduct- 
ing a  people  inspired  with  the  same  virtues,  and  animated  with  the 
same  ardent  patriotism  and  love  of  liberty,  to  independence  and 
peace,  to  increasing-  wealth  and  unexampled  prosperity,  has  merited 
the  gratitude  of  his  fellow-cltiiens,  commanded  the  highest  praises 
of  foreign  nations,  and  secured  immortal  glory  with  posterity. 

In  tliat  retirement  which  is  his  voluntary  choice,  may  he  long 
live  to  enjoy  the  delicious  recollection  of  his  services,  the  grati- 
tude of  mankind,  the  happy  fruits  of  them  to  himself  and  tiie 
world,  which  are  daily  increasing,  and  that  splendid  prospect  of 
the  future  fortunes  of  (his  country  which  is  opening  from  year  to 
year.  His  name  may  be  still  a  rampart,  and  the  knowledge  that 
he  lives  a  bulwark,  against  ail  open  or  secret  enemies  of  his  coun- 
try's peace.  This  example  has  been  recommended  to  the  imitation 
of  his  successors,  by  both  houses  of  Congress,  and  by  the  voice 
of  the  leg-islatures  and  tiie  people  throughout  the  nation. 

On  this  snbject  it  might  become  me  better  to  be  silent,  or  to 
apeak  with  diffidence;  but,  as  something  may  be  expected,  the 
occasion,  1  hope,  will  be  admitted  as  an  apology,  if  1  venture  to 
say.  That— 

If  a  preference,  upon  principle,  of  a  free  republican  government, 
formed  upon  long  and  serious  retlection,  after  a  diligent  and  im- 
partial inquiry  after  truth ;  if  an  attachment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  a  conscientious  determination  to  support  it, 
uotii  ii  shall  be  altered  by  the  judgments  and  wishes  of  ^e  people, 
expressed  in  the  mode  prescribed  in  it;  if  a  respectful  attention  to 
the  constitutions  of  the  individual  Stales,  and  a  constant  caution 
and  delicacy  towards  the  Slate  governments;  if  an  equal  and  im- 
parCia!  re^rd  to  the  rights,  interest,  honor,  and  happiness,  of  all 
the  Stales  in  die  Union,  without  preference  or  regard  to  a  northern 
or  southern,  an  eastern  or  western  position,  their  various  political 
opinions  on  unessential  points,  or  their  personal  attachments ;  if  a 
love  of  virtuous  men,  of  aJl  parties  and  denominations ;  if  a  love 
of  science  and  letters,  and  a  wish  to  patronise  every  rational  effort 
to  encourage  schools,  colleges,  universities,  academies,  and  every 
institution  for  propagating  knowledge,  virtue,  and  religion,  among 
all  classes  of  the  people,  not  only  for  their  benign  influence  on  the 
happiness  of  life  m  all  its  stages  and  classes,  and  of  society  in  all 
its  forms,  but  as  the  only  means  of  preserving  our  Constitution 
27 
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from  ils  natural  enernies,  the  spirit  of  sophistry,  the  spirit  of  parly, 
the  spirit  of  intrigue,  the  profligacy  of  corruption,  and  the  pesti 
lenoe  of  foreign  influence,  which  la  the  angel  of  destruction  to 
elective  covernmenls ;  if  a  love  of  equal  laws,  of  justice,  ami  hu 
manity,  in  the  interior  administration ;  if  an  inclination  lo  improve 
Bgriciillure,  commerce,  and  manufactures  for  necessity,  conve- 
nience, and  defence;  if  a  spirit  of  equity  and  humanity  towards 
the  aboriginal  nations  of  America,  and  a  disposidon  to  meliorate 
their  condition,  b;  inclining  them  to  be  more  friendly  to  us,  and 
our  citizens  to  be  more  friendly  to  tbem  j  if  an  inflexible  determi- 
nation to  maintain  peace  and  inviolahle  faith  with  all  nations,  and 
1  of  neutrality  and  impartiality  among  the  belligerent 


plauded  by  the  legislatures  of  the  States  and  the  public  opinion, 
until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordained  by  Congress;  if  a  personal 
esteem  for  the  French  nation,  formed  in  a  residence  of  seven  years 
chiefly  among  them,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  preserve  the  friendship 
which  has  been  so  much  for  the  honor  and  interest  of  both  nations ; 
if,  while  the  conscious  honor  and  integrity  of  the  people  of 
America,  and  the  internal  sentiment  of  their  own  power  and  ener- 
gies, mnst  be  preserved,  an  earnest  endeavor  to  investigate  every 
just  cause,  and  remove  every  colorahle  pretence  of  complaint;  if 
an  intention  to  pursue,  by  amicable  negotiation,  a  reparation  for 
the  injuries  that  have  been  committed  on  the  commerce  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens, by  whatever  nation,  and,  if  success  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, to  lay  the  facts  before  the  legislature,  that  they  may  con- 
sider what  farther  measures  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  its  constituents  demand;  if  a  resolution  to  do  justice,  as 
far  as  may  depend  upon  me,  at  all  times  and  to  all  nations,  and 
maintain  peace,  friendship,  and  benevolence,  with  all  the  world; 
if  an.  unshaken  confidence  in  the  honor,  spirit,  and  resonices  of 
the  American  people,  on  which  I  have  so  often  hazarded  my  all, 
and  never  been  deceived;  if  elevated  ideas  of  the  high  destinies 
of  this  country,  and  of  my  own  duties  towards  it,  founded  on  a 
knowledge  of  the  moral  principles  and  intellectual  improvements 
of  the  people,  deeply  engraven  on  my  mind  in  early  life,  and  not 
obscured,  but  exalted,  by  experience  and  age  ;  and,  with  humble 
reverence,  I  feel  it  to  he  my  duty  to  add,  if  a  veneration  for  the  re- 
ligion of  a  people  who  profess  and  call  themselves  Christians,  and 
a  fixed  resolution  to  consider  a  decent  respect  for  Christianity 
among  the  best  recommendations  for  the  public  service, — can  en- 
able me,  in  any  degree,  to  comply  with  your  wishes,  it  shall  ba 
my  strenuous  endeavor  that  this  sagacious  injunction  of  the  two 
houses  shall  not  be  without  efl'ect. 

With  this  great  example  before  me — with  the  sense  and  spirit, 
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people,  pledged  to  support  Wie  C< 

I  entertein  no  doubt  of  its  continuance  in  all  ii 


mind  is  prepared,  without  hesitation,  to  lay  myself  undei 
solemn  obligations  to  support  it  to  the  ntmoat  of  my  power. 

And  may  that  Being  who  is  supreme  over  all,  the  Patron  of  or- 
der, the  Fountain  of  justice,  and  the  Protector,  in  ail  ages  of  the 
world,  of  virtuous  liberly,  continue  His  blessing  upon  Uiis  nation 
and  its  Government,  and  give  it  all  possible  success  and  duration, 
consistent  with  the  ends  of  his  Providence ! 

4.  INAUGURAL  ADDEESS  OF  THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  PRE- 
SIDENT OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  AT  HIS  FIRST  TERM 
OF  OFFICE. 

Mahcb  4,  ISOl. 
Friends  and  felhvi-dtizena : 

Called  upon  to  undertake  the  duties  of  the  first  executive  office 
of  our  count™,  I  avail  myself  of  the  presence  of  that  portion  of 
my  fellow-citizens  which  is  here  assembled,  to  express  my  grateful 
thanks  for  the  favor  with  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  look 
towards  me,  to  declare  a  sincere  consciousness  that  the  task  is 
above  my  talents,  and  that  1  approach  it  with  those  anxious  and 
awful  presentiments  which  the  greatness  of  the  charge  and  the 
weakness  of  my  powers  so  justly  inspire.  A  rising  nation,  spread 
over  a  wide  and  fruitful  land ;  traversing  all  the  seas  with  the  rich 
productions  of  their  industry;  engaged  ia  commerce  with  n  ' 
who  feel  power  and  forget  right;  advancing  rapidly  to  d" 
beyond  the  reach  of  mortal  eye, — when  I  contemplate  these  110.115- 
cendant  objects,  and  see  the  honor,  the  happiness,  and  the  hopps 
of  iJiis  beloved  country  committed  to  the  issue  and  the  auspices  of 
this  day,  I  shrink  from  the  contemplation,  and  humble  myself  be- 
fore the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking.  Utterly,  indeed,  should  I 
despair,  did  not  the  presence  of  many  whom  I  here  see  remind  me 
that  in  the  other  high  authorities  provided  by  our  Constitution  1 
shall  find  resources  of  wisdom,  of  virtue,  and  of  zeal,  on  which  tn 
rely  under  all  difficulties.  To  you,  then,  gentlemen,  who  aro 
charged  with  the  sovereign  functions  of  legislation,  and  to  those 
associated  with  you,  I  look  with  encouragement  for  that  guidance 
and  support  which  may  enable  us  to  steer  with  safety  the  vessel  in 
which  we  are  all  embarked,  amidst  the  conflicting  elements  of  a 
troubled  world. 

During  the  contest  of  opinion  through  which  we  have  passed, 
the  animation  of  discussions  and  of  exertions  has  sometimos  worn 
an   aspect  which  might   impose   on   strangers,  unused   to   thinli 
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freely,  and  to  speak  and  to  write  what  they  think ;  but,  tliis  being 
now  decided  by  thf  voice  of  the  nation,  announced,  according  to 
tbe  rules  of  the  Ci-ustltution,  all  will,  of  couree,  arrange  them- 
selves under  the  will  of  the  law,  and  unite  in  common  efforts  for 
the  common  good.  All,  too,  will  bear  in  mind  this  sacred  prin- 
ciple, that,  though  the  will  of  tlie  majority  is  in  all  cases  to  pre- 
vail, that  will,  to  be  rightful,  must  be  reasonable ;  that  the  minority 
possess  their  equal  rights,  which  equal  laws  must  protect,  and  to  vio- 
iaie  would  he  oppression.  Let  us,  then,  fellow-citizens,  unite  with 
one  heart  and  one  mind ;  let  us  restore  to  social  intercouiae  that 
harmony  and  affection  wiUiout  which  liberty  and  even  life  itself  are 
but  dreary  things.  And  let  us  inflect,  that,  having  banished  from 
our  land  that  i^igioua  intolerance  under  which  mankind  so  long 
bled  and  suffered,  we  have  yet  pined  little,  if  we  countenance  a 
political  intolerance  as  despotic,  as  wicked,  and  capable  of  as  bitter 
and  bloody  persecutions.  During  the  throes  and  convulsions  of 
the  ancient  world;  during  the  agonizing  spasms  of  infuriated  man, 
seeking,  through  blood  and  slaughter,  bis  lona^.|ost  liberty,  it  was 
not  wonderful  that  the  agitation  of  the  billows  should  reach  even 
this  distant  and  peaceful  shore ;  that  this  should  be  more  felt  and 
feared  by  some,  and  less  by  others,  and  should  divide  opinions  as 
to  measures  of  safety :  but  every  difference  of  opinion  is  not  a  dif- 
ierence  of  principle.  We  have  called  by  different  namas  brethren 
of  the  same  principle.  We  are  all  republicans :  we  are  all  federalists. 
If  there  be  any  among  us  who  would  wish  to  dissolve  this  Union, 
or  to  change  its  republican  form,  let  them  stand,  undisturbed,  as 
monuments  of  the  Wety  with  which  error  if  iwinion  may  be  iols- 
raied,  where  reason  is  bfl  free  to  combat  it.  I  know,  indeed,  that 
some  honest  men  fear  that  a  republican  government  cannot  be 
strong — that  this  Government  is  not  strong  enough.  But  would 
the  honest  paMiot,  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  experiment,  aban- 
don a  Government  which  has  so  far  kept  us  free  and  firm,  on  the 
theoretic  and  visionary  fear  that  this  Government,  the  world's  best 
hope,  may,  by  possibility,  want  enei^y  to  preserve  itself  1  I  trust 
not.  I  believe  this,  on  the  contrary,  the  strongest  Government  on 
earth.  I  believe  it  the  only  one  where  every  man,  at  the  call  of  the 
law,  would  fly  to  the  standard  of  the  law,  and  would  meet  inva- 
sions of  the  public  order  as  his  own  personal  concern.  Sometimes 
It  is  said  that  man  caimot  be  trusted  with  the  government  of  him- 
self. Can  he  then  be  trusted  with  the  government  of  others  1  Or 
have  we  found  angels,  in  the  form  of  kings,  to  govern  html  Let 
history  answei  this  question. 

Let  us,  then,  with  courage  and  confidence,  pursue  our  own  fede- 
ral and  republican  principles — our  attdcbmeiit  to  union  and  repre- 
itive  government.     Kindly  separated  by  nature   and  a  wide 
n  from  the  exterminating  Iiavoe  of  one  quarter  of  the  globe; 
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loo  liigh-minded  to  endure  the  degradations  of  tlin  others ;  possess- 
ing a  chosen  country,  with  room  enougli  for  our  descendants  to  llie 
thousandth  and  thousandth  generation;  entertaining  a  due  sensa 
of  our  equal  right  to  the  use  of  our  own  foculties,  to  the  acquisi- 
tions of  our  own  industry,  to  honor  and  confidence  from  oor  fellow- 
citizens,  resuldng,  not  from  birth,  but  from  our  actions,  and  their 
sense  of  them  i  enlig;htened  by  a  benign  religion,  professed,  in- 
deed, and  practised,  in  varioua  forms,  yet  all  of  them  inculcating 
honesty,  troth,  temperance,  gratitude,  and  the  love  of  man ;  ac- 
knowledging and  adoring  an  overruling  Providence,  which,  by  all 
its  dispensations,  proves  that  it  delights  in  the  happiness  of  man 
here,  and  his  greater  happiness  hereafter, — with  all  these  blessings, 
what  more  is  necessary  to  make  us  a  happy  and  prosporoua  people  ? 
Still  one  thing  more,  fellow-citizens :  a  wise  and  fmgal  Govern- 
ment, which  shall  restrain  men  from  injuring  one  another,  ehiill 
leave  them  otherwise  free  to  reguiat*  their  own  pursuits  of  industry 
and  improvement,  and  shall  not  talte  from  the  mouth  of  labor  the 
bread  it  has  earned.  This  is  the  sum  of  good  government,  and 
this  is  necessary  to  close  the  circle  of  out  felicities. 

About  to  enter,  fallow-citizens,  on  the  exercise  of  duties  which 
comprehend  every  thing  dear  and  valuable  to  you,  it  is  proper  yon 
should  understand  what  I  deem  the  essential  principles  of  our  Go- 
vernment, and,  consequently,  those  which  ought  to  shape  its  ad- 
ministration. I  will  compress  them  within  the  narrowest  compass 
tl  y  w  li  h  —  tat  g  tl  g  lal  p  nciple,  hut  not  all  its  limita- 
t  Eq    1      d         t  J    t       to    11  men,  of  whatever  state  or 

p       as  1  g  p  1        1     p  ace,  commerce,  and  honest 

f      d  h  p       tl      II      tl  ta  gl  ng  alliances  with  none;  the 

pp  t  f  b  &td  g  m  t  all  their  rights,  as  the  most 
p  te  t     dm        ra  t  domestic   concerns,  and   the 

re  b  Iw  k  ga  t  t  rep  hi  an  tendencies;  tiie  preserva 
fhC      lalG  mtftts  whole  constiiotiorial  vigor, 

h      bee         I         f  pea        t  home  and  safety  abroad;  i 

jeal  f   h         h     f    I    tl      by  the  people ;  a  mild  and  safe 

f    b  h    h        1  pp  a  by  the  sword  of  revolution, 

wh       pea    abl       m  d  p      ided ;  absolute  acquiescence 

in  the  decisions  of  the  majority,  the  vital  principle  of  republics, 
from  which  is  no  appeal  but  to  force,  the  vital  principle  and  imme- 
diate jrarent  of  despotism ;  ft  well-disciplined  militia,  our  best  re 
liance  in  peace,  and  for  the  first  moments  of  war,  till  regulars  maj 
relieve  them;  die  supremacy  of  the  civil  over  the  military  authority 
economy  in  the  public  expense,  that  labor  may  be  lightly  bur- 
dened ;  the  honest  payment  of  our  debts,  and  sacred  preservation 
of  the  public  faith ;  encouragement  of  agriculture,  and  of  com. 
merce  as  its  handmaid  ;  the  diffusion  of  information,  and  arraign- 
ment of  all  abuses  at  the  bar  of  the  public  reason;  freedom  of 
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,  freedom  of  the  press,  and  freedom  of  person,  under  the 
tion  of  the  habeas  corpas  ;  and  trial  by  juries  impartially  se- 
lected. These  principles  form  the  bright  constellation  which  has 
gone  before  us,  and  guided  our  steps  through  an  age  of  revolution 
and  reformation.  The  wisdom  of  our  sages  and  blood  of  our  he- 
roes hate  been  devoted  to  their  attainment.  They  should  be  the 
creed  of  our  political  faith,  the  text  of  civic  instruction,  the  touch- 
■  ■  ■  ■■  *     s  of  those  we  trust;  and  should 

"  3rror  or  of  alarm,  let  us 
_^iin  the  road  which  alone 
leads  to  peace,  lihertj,  and  safety. 

I  repair,  Chen,  fellow-citizens,  to  the  post  you  have  assigned  me. 
With  experience  enough  in  subordinate  olrices  to  have  seen  the 
difficulties  of  this,  the  greatest  of  all,  1  have  learnt  to  expect  ^at 
it  will  rarely  fall  to  the  Tot  of  imperfect  man  to  retire  from  this  sta- 
tion with  the  reputation  and  the  favor  which  brought  him  into  it. 
Without  pretensions  to  that  high  confidence  you  reposed  in  our 
first  and  greatest  revolutionary  character,  whose  pre-eminent  ser- 
vices had  entitled  him  to  the  first  place  in  his  country's  iove,  and 
destined  for  him  the  fairest  page  in  the  volume  of  fiiithful  history, 
I  ask  BO  much  confidence  on^  as  may  give  firmness  and  effect  to 
the  legal  administration  of  your  affairs.  I  shall  often  go  wrong, 
throng  defect  of  judgment.  When  right,  I  shall  often  be  thought 
wrong  by  those  whose  positions  will  not  command  a  Tiew  of  the 
whole  ground.  1  ask  your  indulgence  for  my  own  errors,  which 
will  never  be  intentional,  and  your  support  against  the  errors  of 
others,  who  may  condemn  what  they  would  not  if  seen  in  all  its 

J  arts.  The  approbation  implied  by  your  sutfrage  is  a  great  conso- 
ilion  t«  me  for  the  past ;  and  my  iuture  solicitude  wHl  be,  to  re- 
tain the  good  opinion  of  those  who  have  bestowed  it  in  advance, 
to  conciliate  that  of  others  by  doing  them  all  the  good  in  my 
power,  and  to  be  instrumental  to  the  happiness  and  freedom  of  all. 
Relyina:,  then,  on  the  patronage  of  your  good  will,  I  advance 
with  obedience  to  the  work,  ready  to  retire  from  it  whenever  you 
become  sensible  how  much  better  choices  it  is  in  your  power  to 
make.  And  may  that  Infinite  power  which  ruira  the  destinies  of 
the  universe,  lead  our  councils  to  what  is  best,  and  give  them  a 
favorable  issue  for  your  peace  and  prosperity. 
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6.  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS  OF  THOMAS  JEFrERSON,  PRE- 
SIDENT Of  THE  UNITED  STATES,  AT  HIS  SECOND 
TERM  OF  OFFICE. 

Makch-I,  leos. 
Proceeding,  fellow-citiaena,  to  that  qualification  which  the  Con- 
stitution requires  before  my  entrance  on  the  charne  again  conferred 
on  me,  it  is  m;  daty  to  express  the  deep  sense  1  entertain  of  this 
new  proof  of  confidence  from  my  fellow-citiiena  at  lai^,  and  the 
aeal  with  which  il  inspires  me  so  to  conduct  myself  as  may  best 
satisfy  their  jusi  espectations. 

On  taking  this  station,  on  a  former  occasion,  I  declared  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  I  believed  it  my  dnty  to  administer  ^e  affairs  of 
our  commonwealth.  My  conscience  lells  me  I  have,  on  every  oc- 
casion, acted  up  to  that  declaration,  according  to  its  obvious  im- 
port, and  to  tlie  understanding  of  every  candid  mind. 

In  (he  transaction  of  year  foreign  affairs,  we  have  endeavored 
to  cultivate  tiie  friendship  of  all  nations,  and  especially  of  those 
with  which  we  have  the  most  important  relations.  We  have  done 
thera  justice  on  all  occasions,  favor  where  favor  was  lawful,  and 
cherisned  mutual  interests  and  intercourse  on  fair  and  equal  terms. 
We  are  firmly  convinced,  and  we  act  on  that  conviction,  that  with 
nations,  as  with  individuals,  our  interests,  soundly  calculated,  will 
ever  be  found  inseparable  from  our  moral  duties  ;  and  history  bears 
witness  to  tiie  fact,  that  a  just  nation  is  trusted  on  its  word,  when 
recourse  is  had  to  armaments  and  wars  to  bridle  others. 

At  home,  fellow-citiiens,  you  best  know  whether  we  have  done 
well  or  ill.  The  suppression  of  unnecessary  ofiices,  of  useless 
establishments  and  expenses,  enabled  us  to  discontinue  our  inter- 
nal taxes.  These,  covering  our  land  with  officers,  and  opening 
our  doors  to  their  intrusions,  had  already  begun  that  process  of 
domiciliary  vexation,  which,  once  entered,  is  scarcely  to  be  re- 
strained from  reaching  s  cea  *  e!y  e  e  y  a  t'cle  of  property  and 
produce.  If,  amon^  hese  taxes  s  me  nor  ones  fell,  which  had 
not  been  inconvenient,  was  because  the  amount  would  not 
have  paid  the  officers  who  co  e  ted  hem  and  because,  if  they 
had  any  merit,  the  Sta  e  au  ho  es  m  gh  adopt  them  instead  of 
others  lees  approved. 

The  remaining  reven 
paid  chiefly  by  those  wh 
tic  comforts.  Being  collected  on  our  seaboard  and  frontiers  only,  and 
incorporated  with  the  transactions  of  our  meroantile  citizens,  it 
may  be  the  pleasure  and  the  pride  of  an  American  to  ask,  what 
farmer,  what  mechanic,  what  laborer,  ever  sees  a  tax-gatiterer  of 
the  United  States  1  These  contributions  enable  us  to  support  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Government;  to  fulfil  contracts  with  fo- 
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reign  nations;  to  estincpii'.li  tlie  natne  right  of  soil  within  o 
limits ;  Ut  extend  those  limits,  and  to  apply  such  a  surplus  to  o 
public  debts  as  places  at  a  short  day  their  final  redemution :  an 
that  redemption  once  effected,  the  revenue  thereby  li 
by  a  just  repartition  of  it  among  the  States,  and  a 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  be  applied,  in  time  of  peace,  to 
rivers,  canals,  roads,  arts,  manufactures,  education,  and  other  great 
objects,  within  each  State  In  hme  of  war,  if  injustice  by  our- 
selves or  others  must  sometimes  produce  war,  .'ncreaaed,  as  ihe 
same  revenue  will  be,  by  increased  population  and  consumption, 
and  aided  by  other  resoutees  rtberved  for  that  crisis,  it  may  meet, 
within  the  year,  ali  the  expenses  of  the  year,  without  encroaching 
on  the  rights  of  future  generations,  by  burdening  them  with  this 
debts  of  3ie  past.  War  will  then  be  but  a  suspension  of  useful 
works;  and  a  return  to  a  state  of  peace,  a  return  to  the  progress 
of  improvement. 

I  have  said,  fellow-citizens,  that  the  income  reserved  had  ena- 
bled us  to  extend  our  limits  ;  but  that  extension  may  possibly  pay 
for  itself  before  we  are  called  on,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  may 
keep  down  the  accruing  interest :  in  all  events,  it  will  replace  tbo 
adv!inces  we  shal]  have  made.  I  know  that  the  acquisition  of  Lou- 
isiana has  been  disapproved  by  some,  from  a  candid  apprehension 
tiiat  the  enlargement  of  our  territory  would  endanger  its  union. 
But  who  can  limit  the  extent  to  which  tiie  federative  prineijile  may 
operate  effectively  '  The  laiger  our  association,  the  less  will  it  be 
shaken  by  local  passions;  and,  in  any  view,  is  it  not  belter  that 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  Mississippi  should  be  settled  by  our  own 
brethren  and  children,  than  by  strangers  of  another  lamily]  With 
which  should  we  be  most  likely  to  live  in  harmony  and  friendly 


In  matters  of  religion,  I  have  considered  that  its  fr 
placed  by  the  Constitution  independent  of  the  powers  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  I  have  therefore  undertaken,  on  no  occasion,  to 
prescribe  tbe  religious  exercises  suited  to  it,  but  have  left  them,  as 
the  Constitution  found  tiiem,  under  the  direction  and  discipline  of 
the  church  or  State  authorities  acknowledged  by  the  several  reli- 

The  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  these  countries  I  have  regarded 
with  the  commiseration  their  history  inspires.  Endowed  with  the 
faculties  and  the  rights  of  men,  breathing  an  ardent  love  of  liberty 
and  independence,  and  occupying  a  country  which  left  them  no 
desire  but  to  be  undisturbed,  the  stream  of  overflowing  population 
from  other  regions  directed  itself  on  these  shores.  Without  power 
to  divert,  or  habits  to  contend  against  it,  they  have  been  over- 
whelmed by  the  current,  or  driven  before  it.  Now  reduced  within 
limits  too  narrow  for  the  hunter  stale,  humanity  enjoins  us  to  teach 
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them  agricultUTO  and  the  domestic  arts,  ta  encourage  them  to  that  in- 
dustry which  alone  can  enable  them  to  maintain  their  place  in  exist- 
ence, and  to  prepare  them,  in  time,  for  that  stale  of  society  which 
to  bodily  comforts  adds  the  improvement  of  the  mind  and  morals. 
We  have,  therefore,  liheraily  furnished  ttiem  with  the  implements 
of  hasbandry  and  household  use :  we  have  placed  among  them  in- 
structors in  the  arts  of  first  necessity  i  and  they  are  covered  witii 
the  tegis  of  the  law  against  aggressors  from  among  onrselves. 

But  the  endeavors  to  enlighten  them  on  the  fate  which  awaits 
their  present  course  of  life,  to  induce  them  to  exercise  their  reason, 
follow  its  dictates,  and  change  their  pursuits  with  the  change  of 
circumstances,  have  powerful  obstacles  to  encounter.  They  are 
conibated  by  the  habits  of  their  bodies,  prejudices  of  their  minds, 
ignorance,  pride,  and  the  influence  of  interested  and  crafty  indi- 
viduals among  them,  who  fe-el  themselves  something  in  the  present 
order  of  things,  and  fear  to  become  nothing  in  any  other.  These 
persons  inculcate  a  sanctimonious  reverence  for  the  customs  of 
their  ancestors;  that  whatsoever  they  did  must  be  done  through  all 
time ;  that  reason  is  a  false  guide,  and  to  advance  under  its  counsel 
in  their  physical,  moral,  or  political  condition,  is  perilous  innova- 
tion ;  that  their  duly  is  to  remain  as  the  Creator  made  them — igno- 
rance being  safety,  and  knowledge  full  of  danger.  In  short,  my 
friends,  among  them,  also,  is  seen  the  action  and  counteraction  of 
good  sense  and  of  bigotry.  They,  too,  have  their  anti-philoso- 
phists,  who  find  an  interest  in  keeping  things  in  their  present  st-*" 
'         ■    "    '  "ir  focultie    '         '   '  ' 


who  dread  reformation,  and  eiert  all  their  faculties  \c 

ascendency  of  habit  over  the  duty  of  improving  our  reason  and 

obeying  its  mandates. 

In  giving  these  outlines,  I  do  not  mean,  fellow-citizens,  to  arro- 
gate to  myself  the  merit  of  the  measures :  that  is  due,  in  the  first 
place,  to  uie  reflecting  character  of  our  citizens  at  large,  who,  hy 
the  weight  of  public  opinion,  infinence  and  strengtiien  the  public 
measures.  It  is  due  to  the  sound  discretion  with  which  they  select 
from  among  themselves  those  to  whom  they  confide  the  legislative 
duties.  It  is  due  to  the  zeal  and  wisdom  of  the  characters  Urns 
selected,  who  lay  the  foundations  of  public  happiness  in  whole- 
some laws,  the  execution  of  which  alone  remains  for  others.  And 
it  is  due  to  the  able  and  faithful  auxiliaries  whose  patriotism  has 
associated  them  with  me  in  the  executive  functions. 

During  this  course  of  administration,  and  in  order  to  disturb  it, 
the  artillery  of  the  press  has  been  levelled  against  us,  charged  with 
whatsoever  its  licentiousness  could  devise  or  dare.  These  abuses 
of  an  institution  so  important  to  freedom  and  science  are  deeply  t^i 
he  regretted,  inasmuch  as  they  tend  to  lessen  its  usefulness  and  ti- 
sap  its  safety.  They  might,  indeed,  have  been  corrected  by  the 
wholesome  punishments  reserved  to  and  provided  by  the  laws  ot 
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the  several  States  against  falsehood  and  defamation ;  but  public 
duties,  more  ui^nt,  press  on  the  time  of  public  servants,  and  the 
offenders  have  iJierefoTe  been  left  to  find  their  punishment  in  the 
public  indignation 

Nor-v  ast  teeag  thwldthtn  esperiment  should 
be  feirly  and  f  lly  d  wh  h  f  ed  m  t  discussion,  unaided 
by  pow  ffi  f       1      p    p  oa  on  and  protection  of 

truth!    Wh  th  mm    t         d  (self  in  the  true  spirit 

of  its  c  1 1  li  w  th  eal  dp  y  d  doin^  no  act  which 
it  would  b  w  II  ff  th  wh  1  w  Id  b  uld  witness,  can  be 
written  d  wn  byflh  d  ddfmt  1  The  experiment  has 
been  tr   d      Y       h       w  d   h  Our  fellow-'itiaens 

looked  on  cool  and  collected.  They  saw  the  latent  source  from 
which  these  outrages  proceeded.  They  gathered  around  their  pub- 
lic functionaries  i  and,  when  the  Constitution  called  them  to  the 
decision  by  suffice,  they  pronounced  their  verdict  honorable  to 
those  who  had  served  them,  and  consolatory  to  the  friend  of  man, 
who  believes  that  he  may  be  trusted  with  die  control  of  his  own 
affiiirs. 

No  inference  is  here  intended  that  the  laws  provided  by  the 
States  against  lalse  and  defematory  publications  should  not  be  en- 
forced. He  who  has  time,  renders  a  service  to  public  morals  and 
public  tranquillity  in  reforming  these  abuses  by  the  salutary  coer- 
cions of  the  law.  But  the  experiment  is  noted  to  prove  that,  since 
truth  and  reason  have  maintained  their  ground  against  false  opi- 
nions, in  league  with  false  facts,  the  press,  confined  to  truth,  needs 
no  other  legal  restraint.  The  public  judgment  will  correct  felse 
reasonings  and  opinions,  on  a  full  hearing  of  all  parties ;  and  no 
other  definite  line  can  be  drawn  between  the  inestimable  liberty  of 
the  press  and  its  demoralizing  licentiousness.  If  there  be  still 
improprieties  which  this  rule  would  not  restrain,  its  supplement 
must  be  sought  in  the  censorship  of  public  opinion. 

Contemplaiing  the  union  of  sentiment  now  manifested  so  gen- 
erally, as  auguring  harmony  and  happiness  to  our  future  course,  I 
offer  to  our  country  sincere  congratulations.  With  those,  too,  not 
yet  rallied  to  the  same  point,  the  disposition  to  do  so  is  gaining 
strength.  Facts  are  piercing  through  the  veil  drawn  over  them ; 
and  our  doubting  brethren  will  at  length  see  that  the  mass  of  their 
fellow-cidzens,  with  whom  they  cannot  yet  resolve  to  act,  as  to 
principles  and  measures,  think  as  they  think,  and  desire  what  they 
desire ;  that  our  wish,  as  well  as  theirs,  is,  that  the  public  efforts 
may  be  directed  honestly  to  the  public  ^od,  that  peace  be  culti- 
vated, civil  and  religious  liberty  unassailed,  law  and  order  pre- 
served, equality  of  rights  maintained,  and  that  slate  of  property, 
equal  or  unequal,  which  results  to  every  man  from  his  own  indus- 
trv  or  that  of  his  fethet's.    When  satisfied  of  tliese  views,  it  is 
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not  in  human  nature  that  they  should  not  approve  and  support 
them.  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  cherish  them  with  patient  affec- 
tion ;  let  us  do  them  justice,  and  more  than  justice,  in  all  compe- 
.  titions  of  imprest, — and  we  need  not  dcnht  that  truth,  reason,  and 
their  own  interests,  will  at  length  prevail — will  gather  tiiem  into 
the  fold  of  their  country,  and  will  complete  that  entire  union  of 
opinion  which  gives  to  a  nation  the  blessing  of  harmony,  and  the 
benefit  of  all  its  strength. 

I  shall  now  enter  on  the  duties  to  which  my  fellow-citizens  have 
again  called  me,  and  shall  proceed  in  the  spirit  of  those  principles 
which  they  have  approved.  I  fear  not  that  any  motives  of  inlereet 
may  lead  me  astray.  I  am  sensible  of  no  passion  which  coald  Be- 
duce  me,  knowingly,  from  the  path  of  justice;  but  the  weaknesses 
of  human  nature,  and  the  limits  of  my  own  understanding,  wil! 
produce  errors  of  judgment  sometimes  injurious  to  your  interests. 
I  shall  need,  therefore,  all  the  indulgence  which  I  have  heretofore 
experienced  from  my  constituents.  The  want  of  it  will  certainly 
not  tessert  with  increasing  years.  I  shall  need,  too,  the  favor  of 
that  Being  in  whose  hands  we  are ;  who  led  our  fathers,  as  Israel 
of  old,  from  their  native  land,  and  planted  them  in  a  country  flow- 
ing with  all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life;  who  has  covered 
our  infancy  with  His  providence,  and  our  riper  years  with  His 
wisdom  and  power;  and  to  whose  goodness  I  ask  you  to  join  in 
supplications  with  me,  that  He  will  so  enlighten  the  minds  of  your 
servants,  guide  their  councils,  and  prosper  their  measures,  that 
whatsoever  they  do  shall  result  in  your  good,  and  shall  secure  to 
yuu  the  peace,  friendship,  and  approbation  of  all  nations. 

6.  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS  OF  JAMES  MADISON,  PRESI- 
DENT OF  TUB  UNITED  STATES,  AT  HIS  FIRST  TERM 
OF  OFFICE. 

March  4,  ie09. 

Genlkmen  of  the  Senalc,  aTid  nf  the  Hovu  of  Represeniaiivss  r 
IJnwilling  to  depart  from  examples  of  the  most  revered  authority, 
1  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  now  presented,  to  express  the  pro- 
found impression  made  on  me,  by  Ae  call  of  my  country,  to  the 
station,  to  the  duties  of  which  I  am  about  to  pledge  myself,  by  the 
most  solemn  of  sanctions.  So  distinguished  a  mark  of  confidence, 
proceeding  from  the  deliberate  and  tranquil  suffrage  of  a  free  and 
virtuous  nation,  would,  under  any  circumstances,  have  commanded 
my  gratitude  and  devotion,  as  well  as  filled  me  witli  an  awful  sense 
of  tlie  trust  to  be  assumed.  Under  the  various  circumstances  which 
give  peculiar  solenmity  to  the  existing  period,  I  feel  that  both  tiie 
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lienor  and  the  responsibility  allotted  to  me,  are  inexpressibly  en- 
hanced. 

The  present  situation  of  the  world  is,  indeed,  without  a  parallel ; 
and  that  of  our  country  full  of  difficulties.  The  pressure  of  these 
two  is  the  more  severely  felt,  because  they  have  fallen  upon  us  at 
a  moment  when  national  prosperity,  being  at  a  height  not  before 
attained,  the  contrast  resulting'  from  this  change  has  been  rendered 
the  more  slaiking.  Under  the  benign  influence  of  our  republican 
instimtiona,  and  the  maintenance  of  peace  with  all  nations,  whilst 
BO  many  of  them  were  engaged  in  bloody  and  wasteful  wars,  tlie 
fruits  of  a  just  policy  were  enjoyed  in  an  unrivalled  growth  of  our 
faculties  and  resources.  Proofs  of  this  were  seen  in  the  improve- 
ments of  agriculture  ;  in  the  successful  enterprises  of  commerce  ; 
in  the  progress  of  manufactures  and  useful  arts  ;  in  the  increase  of 
the  poblic  reventie,  and  the  use  made  of  it  in  reducing  the  public 
debt;  and  in  the  valuable  works  and  establishments  everywhere 
multiplying  over  the  face  of  our  land. 

It  is  a  precious  reflection,  that  the  transition  from  this  prosperous 
condition  of  our  country,  to  the  scene  which  has  for  some  time 
been  distressing  us,  is  not  chai^able  on  any  unwarrantable  views, 
nor,  as  I  trust,  on  auy  involuntary  errors  in  the  public  councils. 
Indulging'  no  passions  which  trespass  on  the  rights  or  the  respose 
of  other  nations,  it  has  been  the  true  glory  of  the  United  States  to 
cultivate  peace,  by  observing  justice,  and  to  entitle  themselves  to 
the  respect  of  the  nations  at  war,  by  fulfillLng  their  neutral  obliga- 
tions with  (he  most  scrupulous  impartiality.  If  there  be  candor 
in  the  world,  the  truth  of  these  assertions  will  not  be  questioned. 
Posterity,  at  least,  will  do  justice  to  them. 

This  unexceptionable  course  could  not  avail  against  the  injustice 
and  violence  of  tlie  belligerent  powers.     In  their  rage  against  each 
otiier,  or  impelled  by  more  direct  motives,  principles  of  retaliation 
have  been  introduced,  equally  contrary  to  universal  reason  and  ac- 
knowledged law.    How  long  their  arbitrary  edicts  will  be  con- 
tinued, in  spite  of  the  demonstrations  that  not  even  a  pretext  for 
(hem  has  been  given  by  the  United  States,  and  of  the  fair  and 
liberal  attempts  to  induce  a  revocation  of  them,  f-       -  ■  -      ----- 

pated.  Assuring  myself  that,  under  every  vi""- 
mined  spirit  and  united  councils  of  the  natio 
t'l  its  honor  and  its  essential  inteiests,  I  repair  to  the  post  assigned 
me,  with  ao  other  discouragement  than  what  springs  from  my  own 
inadequacy  to  its  high  duties.  If  I  do  not  sink  under  the  weight 
of  this  deep  conviction,  it  is  because  I  find  some  support  in  a  con- 
sciousness of  the  purposes,  and  a  confldence  in  the  principles 
which  I  bring  with  me  into  this  arduous  service. 

To  cherish  peace  and  friendly  intercourse  with  all  nations,  having 
correspondent  dispositions  ;  to  maintain  sincere  neutrality  towards 
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belligerent  natoons ;  to  prefisr,  in  all  cases,  amicable  discussion  and 
reasonable  aceommodation  of  differences,  to  a  decision  of  them  by 
an  appeal  tn  arms ;  to  exclude  foreign  intrigues  and  foreign  par- 
tialilies,  so  degrading  to  all  countries,  and  so  baneful  to  free  ones ; 
to  fosler  a  spirit  of  independence ;  too  just  to  invade  the  rights  of 
others;  too  proud  to  surrender  our  own;  too  liberal  to  indulge  un- 
worthy prejudices  ourselves,  and  too  elevated  not  to  look  down 
upon  them  in  others ;  to  hold  the  union  of  the  Slates  as  the  basis 
oi  their  peace  and  IwpiJiness  ;  to  support  the  Constitution,  which 
la  the  cement  of  the  Union,  as  well  in  its  limitations  as  in  its  au- 
thorities, to  respect  the  rights  and  authorities  reserved  to  tlie 
fetates  and  to  the  people,  as  equally  incorporated  with,  and  essen- 
tMl  to  the  success  of  the  general  system ;  to  avoid  the  slightest 
ititerference  with  the  ri^ts  of  conscience,  or  the  functions  of  roll' 
gion,  so  msely  exempted  from  civU  jurisdiction;  to  preserve,  to 
their  full  energy,  the  other  satatary  provisions  in  behalf  of  private 
and  personal  rights,  and  of  the  freedom  of  the  press;  to  observe 
economy  in  puSlic  expenditures ;  to  liberate  the  public  resources 
by  an  honoraljle  discharge  of  the  public  debts;  to  keep  within  the 
requisite  limits  a  standing  military  force,  always  rememberiuff,  that 
an  armed  and  trained  militta  is  the  firmest  bulwark  of  republics ; 
that  widiout  standing  armies  their  liberty  can  never  he  in  danger, 
nor,  with  lar^  ones,  safe;  to  promol*,  by  authorized  means,  im- 
provements friendly  to  agricnlture,  to  manufectures,  and  to  external 
as  well  as  internal  commerce;  to  favor,  in  like  manner,  the  ad- 
vancement of  science  and  the  diffusion  of  information,  as  the  best 
aliment  lo  true  liberty;  to  carry  on  the  benevolent  plans  which 
have  been  so  meritoriously  applied  to  the  conversion  of  our  abori- 
ginal neighbors,  from  the  degradation  and  wretchedness  of  savage 
life,  to  a  participation  of  the  improvements  of  which  the  human 
mind  and  mannera  are  susceptible  in  a  civilized  slate :  As  tar  as 
sentiments  and  intentions  such  as  these  can  aid  the  fulHlment  of 
my  duty,  they  will  be  a  resource  which  cannot  fail  me. 

It  is  my  good  fortune,  moreover,  to  have  the  path  in  which  I  am 
to  tread,  lighted  by  examples  of  illustrious  services,  successfully 
tendered  in  the  most  liying  difficulties,  by  those  who  have  marched 
before  me.  Of  those  of  my  immediate  predecessor,  it  micht  least 
become  me  here  lo  speak — I  may,  however,  be  pardoned  for  not 
suppressing  the  sympathy,  with  which  my  heart  is  full,  in  ^e  rich 
reward  he  enjoys  in  the  benedictions  of  a  beloved  country,  grate- 
fully bestowed  for  exalted  lalenls,  zealously  devoted,  through  a 
lung  career,  to  the  advancement  of  its  highest  inieresl  and  happi 
ness.  But  the  source  to  which  I  look  for  the  aids,  which  alone 
ciin  supply  my  deficiencies,  is  in  the  well-tried  intelligence  and 
virtue  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  in  the  councils  of  those  repre 
eenting  them  in  the  other  departments  associated  in  the  care  of  the 
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national  interests.  In  these  my  confidenco  will,  nnder  every  diiB- 
culty,  be  best  placed;  next  to  that  which  we  have  all  been  en- 
couraged to  fee!  in  the  guardianship  and  guidance  of  that  Almighty 
Being,  whose  power  regulates  the  destiny  of  naUons,  wliose  bless- 
ings hare  been  so  conspicuously  dispensed  to  this  ristngf  Republic, 
and  to  whom  we  are  bound  to  address  our  devout  gratitude  for  the 
past,  as  well  ^  our  fervent  supplications  and  best  hopes  for  the 
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CHAPTER  6. 

GENERAL  LAWS  RELATING  TO  THE  CONTINUED 
ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT,  AND  PRO- 
VIDING THE  AUTHORITIES  AND  MEANS  OF  EXE- 
CUTING THE  CONSTITUTION,  IN  CERTAIN  CONTIN- 
GENCIES, AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES. 

These  acta  and  parta  of  acts,  fDrming  a  peculiar  class  of  general 
import,  being  spread  through  the  mass  of  laws,  a  copy  of  which  is 
not  always  accessible,  are  inserted  here  for  public  convenience. 
They  prescribe  the  forms  of  oaths  to  support  the  Constitution,  &c. ; 
authorize  oaths  to  be  administered  by  the  presiding  officers  of  the 
two  Houses,  and  chairmen  of  the  committees  of  Congress ;  relate 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President ;  declare  the  officer 
who  shall  act  as  President  in  case  of  vacancies  in  offices,  both  of 
President  and  Vice  President;  provide  comptnialion  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President ;  to  messengers  to  deliver  electoral  votes  ; 
apportion  the  Representatives  in  Congress  ar  cording  to  tlie  last 
census,  and  prescribe  the  district  election  of  R cpresentdtives  ;  esta- 
blish a  uniform  lime  for  holding  elections  for  Electors,  and  pre- 
scribe the  mode  in  which  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, in  each  State,  shall  be  authenticated  so  as  to  take  effect 
in  every  other  State ;  proride  for  the  protection  of  Ambassadors  and 
other  public  ministers;  for  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  the 
United  States,  and  establish  Little  &  Brown's  edition  of  the  laws 
and  treaties  of  the  United  States  competent  evidence  in  all  theeourts 
and  offices  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  States,  &c. 


.  AN  ACT  10  regulate  iho  lime  ! 
Sec.  1.    Self  enacted  ly  the  Scnal, 
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matbn  required  by  the  eisth  srlicle  ol  tlii^  Constitulion  of  ihe  United 
Stttlea,  shall  be  admmlsiered  in  the  form  foUowmg,  lo  wit:  '•  I,  A,  B., 
da  solemnly  aaiear  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will  sapporl  the 
ConitittitioTt  of  the  United  Stales."  The  said  oath  oi  aflirmalion  shall 
be  adminialered  within  three  days  nfler  the  passing  of  this  act,  by  any 
one  member  of  the  Senate,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  by  him 
lo  alt  the  members,  and  lo  the  Secretary;  and  by  the  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Represent atiTos  to  all  the  members  who  have  not  taken  a 
similar  oath,  by  virtue  of  a  particular  resolution  of  the  said  House,  and 
(0  the  clerk  i  And  in  case  of  the  absence  of  any  member  from  the  sor- 
vice  of  either  House  at  the  lime  prescribed  tor  taking  the  said  oath  or 
nftirmatton,  the  same  shall  be  administered  to  such  member  when  he 
shall  appeal  lo  lake  his  seat. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  at  the  first  session  of  Congress 
after  every  general  election  of  representatives,  the  oath  or  affirmation 
aforesaid  shall  be  administered  by  any  one  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  speaker;  and  by  him  to  all  the  members  preaent, 
and  to  the  clerk,  previous  to  entering  on  any  other  business  ;  and  to  the 
members  who  shall  aflerwarda  appear,  previous  lo  taking  their  seats. 
The  President  of  the  Senate  for  the  time  being,  shall  also  administer  (he 
said  oath  or  alHrmation  to  each  Senator  who  shall  hereafter  be  elected, 
previous  to  his  taking  his  seat ;  And  in  any  future  case  of  a  President  of 
the  Senate,  who  shall  not  have  taken  the  said  oath  or  afHrmalion,  the 
same  ahall  be  administered  to  him  by  any  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  members  of  the  several 
State  legislatures,  at  the  next  sessions  of  the  said  Icgiaiatures  respect- 
ively, and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers  of  the  several  States,  who 
have  been  heretofore  chosen  or  appomted,  or  who  shall  be  chosen  oT  ap- 
pointed before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  and  who  shall  then  be  in 
office,  shall,  within  one  month  thereafter,  take  the  same  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, eicept  where  they  shall  have  taken  it  before  ;  which  may  bo  ad- 
ministered by  any  person  authorized  by  the  law  of  the  State,  in  which 
such  office  shall  be  holden,  to  administer  oatha.  And  the  members  of 
the  several  State  legislatures,  and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers  of 
the  several  States,  who  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed  after  the  said  first 
day  of  August,  shall,  before  they  proceed  lo  execute  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices,  take  the  foregoing  oath  or  affirmation,  which  shall  be 
administered  by  the  person  or  persons,  who,  by  the  law  of  the  State, 
ahall  be  authorized  to  adrninisler  the  oath  of  office  ;  and  the  person  or 
persons  so  administering  the  oath  hereby  required  to  be  taken,  shall 
cauae  a  record  or  certificate  thereof  to  be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as, 
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by  the  law  of  the  Stale,  lie  ot  they  shail  be  directed  io  record  or  certify 
the  oalh  of  office. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itfai-lher  enacted,  That  all  officers  appointed,  or  liere- 
Bfter  lo  be  appointed,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall, 
before  they  act  in  their  respective  offices,  take  the  same  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, which  shail  be  administered  by  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  be 
anlhoriied  by  law  to  administer  to  such  officers  their  respective  oaths  of 
office  ;  and  such  ofBcera  shall  incur  the  same  penalties  iu  case  of  failure, 
as  shall  be  imposed  by  law  in  case  of  failure  in  taking  their  respective 
oaths  of  office. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  for  the  time  being,  shall, 
Bt  Ihs  time  of  taking  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid,  each  take  an  oath 
or  affirmation  in  the  words  following,  lo  wii ;  •'  1,  A,  B.,  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  or  Clerk  of  tie  House  of  Sepresentaliva  (as  the  case  may  be)  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America,  do  eolemnln  smear  or  affirm,  that  ItiiiUin.ly 
and  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  my  said  ogice,  totheiest  ofmyinom- 
ledge  anJ  fihililies." 

Approved,  June  1.  1739. 

2.  AN  ACT  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  35.  And  5e  itfiirther  enacted.  That  if  any  writ  or  process  shall  at 
any  time  herenfler  be  sued  forth  or  prosecuted  by  any  person  or  persons, 
iti  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  of  the  courts  of  a 
particular  State,  or  by  any  judge  or  justice  therein  respectively,  whereby 
)r  other  public  minister  of  any  foreign 
eceived  as  such  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Stataa,  or  any  domestic  or  domestic  servant  of  any  such  ambas- 
sador or  other  public  minister,  may  be  arrested  or  imprisoned,  or  his  or 
their  goods  or  chattels  be  distrained,  seized  or  attached,  such  writ  or 
process  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  utterly  null  and  void  to  all 
intents,  constraction  and  purposes  whatsoever. 

Sec.  36.  .'twii  6c  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  any  person  or  persons 
shall  sue  forth  or  prosecute  any  such  writ  or  process,  such  person  or  per- 
sons,  and  all  attorneys  or  solicitors  prosecuting  or  soliciting  in  such  case, 
and  all  officers  executing  any  such  writ  or  process,  being  thereof  eon. 
victed,  shall  be  deemed  violators  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  duttirbers 
of  the  public  repose,  and  imprisoned  not  exceeding  three  years,  and  SneU 
at  Ihe  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  27.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  no  ciilien  or  inhabitant  of  the 
United  States,  who  shall  have  contracted  debts  p.iot  to  hja  entering  inio 
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the  service  of  any  ambassador  or  other  public  minisler,  which  debts  shall 
be  still  due  and  unpaid,  shall  have,  take,  or  receive  any  benefit  of  this  act, 
nor  shall  any  person  he  proceeded  againat  by  virtue  of  this  ac,  for  having 
arrested  or  sued  any  other  domestic  servant  of  any  ambassador  or  oiner 
public  minister,  unless  the  name  of  such  servant  be  lirst  registered  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  and  by  such  secretary  transmitted  to  the 
marshal  of  the  distiict  in  which  Congress  shall  reside,  who  shall,  upon 
receipt  thereof,  afiix  the  same  in  some  public  place  in  his  office,  whereto 
all  persons  may  resort  and  take  copies  without  fee  or  reward. 

Sec  38.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  violate  any 
safe-conduct  or  passport  duly  obtained  and  issued  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  or  shall  assault,  strike,  wound,  imprison,  or  in  any 
olher  manner  infract  the  law  of  nations,  by  offering  violence  to  the  per- 
son of  an  ambassador  or  other  public  minister,  such  person  so  offending, 
on  conviction,  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  three  years,  and  fined  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Aj^raved,  April  30,  1790. 

3.  AN  ACT  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  the  public  acts,  records, 
and  judicial  proceedings,  in  each  S:ate,  shall  be  authenticated  so  as  lo 
take  effect  in  every  other  State. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  nf  Bejo'eeetitalivea  of  the  United 
Stales  of  America  in  Congress  aieembled.  That  the  acts  of  the  legislntutea 
of  the  several  Slates  shall  be  authenticated  by  having  the  seal  of  their 
respective  Stales  affised  thereto :— That  the  records  and  judicial  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts  of  any  State  shall  be  proved  or  admitted  in  any 
other  court  within  the  United  States,  by  the  attestation  of  the  clerk,  and 
ihe  seat  of  the  court  annexed,  if  there  be  a.  seal,  together  with  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  judge,  chief  justice,  or  presiding  magistrate,  as  the  case  may 
be.  that  the  said  attestation  is  in  due  form.  And  the  said  records  and 
judicial  proceedings,  authenticated  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  such  laiih 
and  credit  given  to  them  in  every  court  within  the  United  Stales,  as  they 
have  by  law  or  usage  in  the  courts  of  the  State  from  whence  the  said 
records  are,  or  shall  bs  taken. 

Apprmed,  May  26,  1790, 

4.  AN  ACT  supplemental  lo  the  act  "establiebmg  the  Treasury  De- 

partment," and  for  a  farther  compensation  lo  certain  officers. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  and  every  clerk,  and  other 

officer  already  appoinled  in  any  of  the  deparin '-'--  "----J  " 

rand  who  have  not,  eince  their  appointment,  i 
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tion  hereafter  mentioned,!  shall,  within  fifteen  dayg  after  the  passing  of 
ihia  act,  and  those  who  shall  hereafter  be  appointed,  shall,  before  they 
enter  upaii  the  diitiea  of  sui^b  appoint ment,  take  an  oath  oi  afSrmalion, 
before  one  of  the  justieea  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  one  of  the  judges  of 
a  dietricl  court  of  the  United  Slates,  to  s-apparl  the  Cimttiliition  of  ths 
Unitsd  Slatei,  and  also  an  oath  or  affirmation,  well  and  foUhfulty  to  exe- 
mte  the  truit  emnmitted  to  Aim,  which  oaths  or  affirmations,  subscribed 
by  such  clerk,  and  certified  fay  the  person  adminietering  the  earae,  shnli 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  person  employing  auch  clerk. 

Approved,  3  Marsh,  1791. 

5.  AN  ACT  relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  dedaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as  Presi- 
dent in  cases  of  vacancies  in  the  offices  both  of  President  and  Vice 


Sec.  I.  Be  it  eaacled  Jjf  the  Senate  and  Hoase  of  Repreaenlotivea  of  Ike 
United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  except  in  case  of 
an  election  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  prior 
10  the  ordinary  period,  as  hereinafter  specified,  electors  shall  be  appointed 
in  each  State  for  the  election  of  a  Fresidenl  and  Vice  Freaidem  of  the 
United  States,  within  thirly.foiir  days  preceding  the  tirst  Wednesday  in 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  within 
ihirly-four  days  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  in  December  in  every 
fourth  year  succeeding  the  last  election,  which  electors  shall  be  equal  to 
the  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  the  several  States 
may,  by  law,  be  entitled  at  the  time  when  the  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, thus  to  be  chosen,  shotild  come  into  office.  Provided  aluiayi.  That 
where  no  apportionment  of  Kepresentatives  shall  have  been  made  after 
any  enumeration,  at  the  time  of  choosing  electors,  then  the  number  of 
electors  shall  be  according  to  the  existing  apportionment  of  Senators  and 
Ropreeentaiives. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  electors  shall  meet  and  give 
their  votes  on  the  said  first  Wednesday  in  December,  at  such  place,  in 
each  State,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  legislature  thereof;  and  the  elec 
•ors  in  each  Slate  shall  make  and  sign  three  certificates  of  all  the  votes 
Oy  them  given,  and  shall  seal  up  the  same,  certifying,  on  each,  tliat  a  list 
of  the  votes  of  such  State,  for  President  and  Vice  President,  is  contained 
therein,  and  shall,  by  writing,  under  their  bands,  or  under  the  hands  of  tk 
majority  of  them,  appoint  a  person  to  take  charge  of,  and  deliver  la  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  at  the  seat  of  Government,  before  the  first 
Wednesday  in  January  then  next  ensuing,  one  of  the  said  cettiSeates 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


and  the  said  eleclora  shall  foriliwiili  formard,  by  ihc  posl-office,  (o  ihe 
Presidenl  of  the  Senate,  at  the  geal  of  Government,  one  other  of  the  SHid 
certificates;  and  shall,  forthwith,  cause  the  other  of  the  said  certifioalea 
to  be  delivered  to  the  judge  of  that  district  in  which  the  said  eleclora 
shall  Bseetnble. 

Sec,  3.  Aitd  be  it  ftirtlier  enocled,  That  the  executive  authority  of  each 
State  shall  cause  three  lists  of  the  nnnics  of  the  electors  of  such  State  to 
be  made,  and  certified,  and  to  be  delivered  lo  the  electors  on  or  before 
the  said  first  Wednesday  in  December ;  and  the  said  electors  shall  annex 
one  of  the  said  hsts  to  each  of  the  lists  of  their  votes. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fuTlher  B«actF<l,  That  if  a  list  of  votes  from  any 
Stale  shall  not  have  been  received  at  the  seat  of  governmeni,  on  the  said 
first  Wednesday  in  January,  that  then  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  send 
a  special  messenger  lo  the  district  judge  in  whose  custody  such  list  shall 
have  been  ItKlged,  who  snail  forthwith  transmit  the  same  to  the  seat  of 
Government. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furlier  enacted.  That  Congress  shall  be  in  session 
on  the  second  Wednesday  in  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundied 
and  ninety-three,  and  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  February  succeeding 
every  meeting  of  the  electors,  and  the  said  certificates,  or  so  many  of 
them  as  shall  have  been  received,  shall  then  be  opened,  the  votes 
counted,  and  the  persons  who  shall  £11  the  ofiices  of  President  and  Vice 
President  ascertained  and  declared,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  il  further  enacted.  That,  in  case  there  shall  be  no 
President  of  the  Senate  at  the  seat  of  Government  on  the  arrival  of  the 
persons  intrusted  with  the  lists  of  the  votes  of  the  eicctors,  then  such 
persons  shall  deliver  the  lists  of  votes  in  their  custody  into  the  office  ol 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  safely  kept  and  delivered  over,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Sec  7.  And  he  ii  further  en(u:ted.  That  the  persons  appointed  by  the 
electors  lo  deliver  the  lists  of  votes  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  shall 
be  allowed,  on  the  delivery  of  the  said  Hsts.  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
mile  of  the  estimated  distance,  by  the  most  usual  road,  from  the  place  at 
meeting  of  the  electors  to  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  Stales. 

Sso.  8.  And  be  it  furlJier  enacted.  That  if  any  person,  appointed  to 
deliver  the  voles  of  the  electors  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  shall, 
after  acceplmg  of  his  appoinlioent,  neglect  lo  perform  the  services 
required  of  him  by  this  act,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec,  9.  And  he  «  farther-  enacted.  That  in  case  of  a  removal,  death, 
resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
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United  Slates,  the  President  of  tho  Senate  pro  tempore,  and,  in  cnse 
there  shall  be  no  President  of  the  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  Freaident  of 
the  United  States,  until  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a  Preaident  shall 
be  elected. 

Sec,  10.  And  he  it  fiiHher  enacted,  That  whenever  the  oflicea  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  shall  both  become  vacant,  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  shall  forthwith  cauae  a.  notification  thereof  to  be  made  to  the  exe- 
cutive of  every  State,  and  shall  also  causa  the  same  lo  be  published  In, 
at  least,  one  of  the  newspapers  printed  In  each  State,  specifying  that 
electors  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  appointed  o> 
chosen,  in  the  several  States,  within  thirty-four  days  preceding  the  first 
Wednesday  In  December,  then  next  ensuing:  Pravided,  There  shall  be 
the  space  of  two  niontha  between  the  date  of  such  notification  and  the 
said  first  Wednesday  in  December  ;  but  if  there  shall  not  be  the  space 
of  two  months  between  the  date  of  such  notification  and  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  December,  and  if  the  terra  for  which  the  President  and  Vice 
President  last  in  office  were  elected  shall  not  empire  on  the  third  day  of 
March  next  ensuing,  then  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  specify  in  the 
notification,  that  the  electors  shall  be  appointed  or  chosen  within  thirty- 
four  days  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  in  December  in  the  year  next 
ensuing,  within  which  lime  the  eleolots  shall  accordingly  be  appointed 
or  chosen,  and  the  electors  shall  meet  and  give  tlieii  votes  an  the  said 
first  Wednesday  in  December,  and  the  proceedings  and  duties  of  the 
said  electors,  and  others,  shall  be  pursuant  to  the  du^ctiona  prescribed 
in  this  act. 

Sec.  11.  Afid  be  it  further  etiaeled,  That  the  only  evidence  of  a  refusal 
to  accept,  or  of  a  resignation  of,  the  office  of  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
deul,  shall  be  an  mslrument  in  writing,  declaring  the  same,  and  sub- 
scribed by  the  person  refusing  to  accept,  or  resigning,  as  the  caac  may 
be,  and  delivered  into  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  term  of  four  ycara  for 
which  a  President  and  Vice  President  shall  be  elected,  shall,  in  all 
cases,  commence  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next  succeeding  the  day  on 
which  the  votes  of  tlie  electors  shall  have  been  given. 

Approved,  March  1,  1792. 

6.  AN  ACT  providing  compensati 
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(iiird  day  of  March,  jn  the  ptEsent  year,  the  compeiisalioii  of  ihe  Piesi- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be  at  the  rale  of  twenty -five  thousand 
doliara  per  annum,  with  the  use  of  tlie  furnjlure  and  other  efleots  belong- 
ing la  the  United  States,  and  now  in  pOESeaaion  of  the  President :  And 
that  of  the  Vice  President,  at  Iha  rata  of  five  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  ;  in  full  for  their  respective  services  ;  to  be  paid  quarter  yearly, 
at  the  Treasury. 

Approved,  February  IS,  1793, 

7.  AN  ACT  to  authorize  certain  ofEcers  and  other  persons  to  adrni- 

nister  oaths. 

Se  it  enacted  hy  ihe  Senate  and  Houaf  of  Sepregenlativet  of  tU  Vnilfi 
Slates  of  America  in.  Congress  assembUd.  That  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  chairman  of  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  or  a  chairman  of  a  select  eommiltee  of  either 
House,  shall  be  empowered  to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations  to  wit- 
nesBoa,  in  any  case  under  their  eiamination. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  if  farthir  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shall  wilfitlly, 
absolulely,  and  falsely  swear  or  affirm,  touching  any  matter  or  thing 
material  to  the  pomt  in  question,  whereto  he  or  she  shall  bo  ihua  exa- 
mined, every  person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  duly  convicted,  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  pains,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  which  by  law  are 
prescribed  for  the  punishmf  nl  of  the  crime  of  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 
jury. Approtied,  May  3,  179S. 

8.  AN  ACT  supplementary  io  Ihe  act,  entitled  ■'  An  Act  to  prescribe 
the  mode  in  which  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings 
in  each  Stale  shoJl  he  authenticated  so  as  to  take  effect  in  every  nther 
State." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Stales  cf  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  all  records  and  eiemplilicatloQS  of  ofHce  books,  which 
are  or  may  be  kept  in  any  public  office  of  any  Slate,  not  appertaining  to 
a  court,  shall  be  approved  or  admitted  in  any  other  court  or  office  in  any 
other  State,  by  the  attestation  of  the  keeper  of  the  said  records  or  books, 
and  the  aeal  of  his  office  thereto  annexed,  if  there  be  a  seal,  together 
with  a  certificate  of  the  presidmg  jualiee  of  the  court  of  the  county  or 
district,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  which  such  office  ia  or  may  be  kepi ;  or 
of  the  Governor,  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  the  Chancellor  or  the  keeper 
of  the  great  seal  of  the  Slate,  thai  the  said  atlealation  is  indue  form  and 
by  the  proper  officer;  and  the  said  certificate,  if  given  by  the  presiding 
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justice  oFa  courl,  shall  be  further  authenticaled  hy  the  clerk  or  protho- 
tiulaty  of  the  said  court,  who  shall  certify  under  hia  hand  and  the  seal  of 
his  office,  that  the  said  presiding  justice  ia  duly  commissioned  and  quali- 
fied ;  or  if  the  eaid  certificate  be  given  by  the  Governor,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  tlie  Chancellor  or  keeper  of  the  great  seal,  it  shall  be  under  the 
great  seal  of  the  State  in  which  the  said  certificate  is  made.  And  the 
iaid  i-ecotds  and  esemplifications,  authenticated  as  aforesaid,  shall  have 
eucli  fiiith  and  credit  given  to  them  in  every  court  and  oilice  within  the 
United  Stales,  as  they  have  by  law  or  usage  in  the  courts  or  offices  oi 
the  State  from  whence  the  same  are  or  shall  be  talien. 

Seo.  a.  And  he  it  further  ettacted.  That  all  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  aupplemeut,  shall  apply  as  well  to  the 
public  acta,  records,  office  books,  judicial  proceedings,  courta  andolttcea 
of  the  respective  territories  of  the  United  States,  and  countries  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  public  acts,  records, 
offices'  books,  judicial   proceedings,  courts  and  offices  of  the  several 

Approved,  Marci  37,  1804. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  ef  Sepresenl 
Stales  of  Anierka  in  Congress  assembled,  That  th 
standing  committee,  either  of  the  House  of  Repres 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  empowered  to 


nient  of  the  crime  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

Approved,  FAruari/  8, 1817. 

10.  AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  Publicaiioii  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Sec.  2.  A'Od  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  whenever  official  notice  shall 
have  been  received,  at  the  Department  of  State,  that  any  amendment 
which  heretofore  has  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  proposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  has  been  adopted,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Secretary  of 
State,  forthwith  to  cause  the  said  amendment  to  be  published  in  tne  saif 
iiewapapers  authorized  to  promulgate  the  laws,  with  his  certifi.ato,  spa 
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Coiifllitulioii  of  the  United  States. 


Approiied,  April  % 


11.  AN  ACT  in  addilion  to  the  "Act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  Uniled  Slates,"  and  to  repeal  the  acta  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the 
United  Slates  of  Amerlai  irt  Congress  asiaabled,  That  if  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States  shall,  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  thereof,  ac- 
cept and  exercise  a  commission  lo  serve  a  foreign  prince,  State,  colony, 

coiony,  district,  or  people,  with  wiiom  the  Uniled  States  are  at  peace, 
the  person  so  oflending  shall  he  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor, 
and  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  two  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  be  im- 
prisoned not  eseeeding  three  years. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall,  within  Ihe 
territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Statea,  enlist  or  enter  himself,  or 
hire  or  retain  another  person  to  enlist  or  enter  himself,  or  to  go  beyond 
the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  with  intent  lo  be  enlisted 
or  entered  in  the  service  of  any  foreign  prince,  Stale,  colony,  district,  or 
people,  as  asoldier,  or  as  a  marine  or  seaman,  on  board  of  any  vessel  of 
war,  letter  of  mafque,  or  privateer,  every  person,  so  offending,  sliall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  not  exeeeding 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  ciceeding  three  yea^s: 
Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  constttted  to  extend  to  any  subject 
or  eitiien  of  any  foreign  prince,  State,  colony,  district,  or  people,  who 
slial]  transiently  be  within  the  United  States,  and  shall,  on  board  of  any 
vessel  of  war,  letter  of  marque,  or  privateer,  which,  at  the  time  of  its 
arrival  within  the  Uniled  Statea,  was  fitted  and  equipped  as  euch,  enlist 
or  enter  himself,  or  hire  or  retain  another  subject  or  citizen  of  the  same 
foreign  prince,  Slate,  colony,  district,  or  people,  who  is  transiently 
wilhin  the  United  Stales,  to  enlist  or  enter  biraself  to  serve  such  foreign 
prince,  State,  colony,  district,  or  people,  on  board  such  vessel  of  war, 
Iclter  of  marque,  or  privaleer,  if  the  United  Slates  shall  then  be  at  peace 
with  such  foreign  prince,  State,  colony,  district,  or  people. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shad,  within  the 
'imite  at  tne  United  States,  fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and  arm, 
or  procure  to  be  fitted  oot  and  armed,  or  shall  knowingly  be  concerned 
ir.  the  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming,  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  with  inlent 
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ihal  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  in  ihe  eervioe  of  any  foreign 
prince  or  Slale,  or  of  any  colony,  diairict,  or  people,  to  cruise  or  comrail 
hoatililiea  againsl  the  subjects,  cilizens,  or  property,  of  any  foreign  prince 
or  SlBle,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  wiih  whom  the  United 
Stales  ere  at  peace,  or  shall  issue  or  deliver  a  commission  within  the  ter- 
ritory or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales,  for  any  ship  or  vessel,  to  the 
intent  that  she  may  be  employed  as  aforesaid,  evety  person  so  offending 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  he  iined  not 
more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisoned  not  more  than  three 

nituTB,  together  wilh  all  materialB,  arms,  ammunition  and  stores,  which 
may  have  been  procured  for  the  building  and  equipment  thereof,  shall  be 
forfeited,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  lo  the  use 
of  ihe  United  Stales. 

Sec,  4.  And  be  it  further  erractfd.  Thai  if  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates  shall,  without  the  limits  thereof,  fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt 
to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  procure  to  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  shall  know- 
ingly aid  or  be  concerned  m  liie  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming,  any 
private  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  or  pri.ateer,  with  intent  that  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  employed  lo  cruise,  or  commit  hostilities,  upon  ihe  cili- 
aena  of  the  United  States,  or  their  property,  or  shall  lake  the  command 
of,  or  enter  on  board  of,  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  for  the  intent  aforesaid, 

share  in  the  profits  thereof,  such  person,  so  offending,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  fined  not  more  than  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  imprisoned  not  more  than  ten  years;  and  the  trial  for  such 
ofibnce,  if  committed  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  in 
the  district  in  which  the  offender  shall  be  apprehended  or  first  bronght. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it /arther  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shall,  within  the 
territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates,  increase  or  augment,  or 
procure  to  be  increased  or  augmented,  or  shall  knowingly  be  concerned 
in  Increasuig  or  augmenting,  Ihe  force  of  any  ship  of  war,  cruiser,  or  other 
armed  vessel,  which,  at  the  time  of  her  arrival  within  the  United  Slates, 
was  a  ship  of  war,  or  cruiser,  or  armed  vessel,  in  [he  service  of  any 
foreign  prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  or  belong- 
ing lo  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  any  such  prince  or  State,  colony,  dis- 
trict, or  people,  the  same  being  at  war  with  any  foreign  prince  or  stale, 
or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  with  whom  the  United  Slates  are  at 
peace,  by  adding  to  the  number  of  the  gunsof  such  vessel,  or  by  changing 
\hose  on  board  of  her  for  guns  of  a  larger  caUbre,  or  by  the  addition 
Iheielo  of  any  equlpmcil  sokly  apylicnble  to  war,  every  piTion,  so  ol 
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Sec.  6.  And  he  itfirfker  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall,  within  the 
territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  Uuited  Slates,  begin  or  set  on  foot,  or  pro- 
vide or  prepare  the  means  for,  any  military  oKpedition  or  enterprise,  to 
he  CBrried  on  from  thence  against  the  territory  or  dominions  of  any  foreign 
prince  or  Stale,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  with  whom  the 
United  States  are  [at]  peace,  every  person,  so  offending,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  B  high  misdemeanor,  and  Ehall  be  fined  not  exceeding  three 
IhonsBtid  dollars,  and  imprisoned  not  more  than  three  years. 

Sec,  T.  And  he  il  further  enntted.  That  the  district  court  shall  lake 
cognisance  of  complaints,  by  whomsoever  instituted,  in  cases  of  captures 
mmle  within  the  waters  of  the  United  Slates,  or  within  a  marine  league 
of  the  coasts  or  shores  thereof. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  funher  enacted.  That  in  every  case  in  which  a  ves- 
sel shall  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  attempted  to  be  fitted  ont  and  armed, 
or  in  virhich  the  force  of  any  vessel  of  war,  cruiser,  or  other  aimed  vessel, 
shall  be  increased  or  augmented,  or  in  which  any  military  ejpedilion  or 
enterprise  shall  be  begun  or  set  on  ibot,  contrary  to  the  previsians  and 
prohibitions  of  this  act ;  and  in  every  case  of  the  capture  of  a  ship  or  ves- 
sel within  the  jurisdiction  or  protection  of  the  United  Stales  as  before 
defined,  end  in  every  case  in  which  any  process  issuing  out  of  any  cnurt 
of  the  United  States  shall  he  disobeyed  or  resisted  by  any  person  or  per- 
sons having  the  custody  of  any  vessel  of  war,  cruiser,  or  other  armed 
vessel,  of  any  foreign  prince  or  State,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  peo- 
ple, or  of  anysubjeets  or  citizens  of  any  foreign  prince  or  State,  or  of  any 
colony,  district,  or  people,  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  lawfiil  for  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  have 
empowered  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  such  part  of  tlie  land  or  naval 
forces  of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  the  militia  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  possession  of  and  detaining  any  such  ship  or  ressel,  with  her 
prize  or  prizes,  if  any,  in  order  to  the  .execution  of  the  prahibitlons  and 
penalties  of  this  act,  and  to  the  restoring  the  pri^e  or  prizes  in  the  cases 
in  which  restoration  shall  have  been  adjudged,  and  also  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  carrying  on  of  any  such  expedition  or  enterprise  from 
the  territories  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  against  the  territories 
or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or  Stale,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or 
people,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace. 

Sic.  9.  XniiiEif/uraerenocfciZ,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presi. 
tlent  of  the  United  States,  or  such  person  as  he  shall  empower  for  that 
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purpose,  to  employ  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  (lie  United 
Slates,  or  of  the  militia  thereof,  as  shall  he  necessary  to  compel  any 
foreign  ship  or  vesael  to  depart  the  United  Slates,  in  all  cases  in  which, 
by  the  laws  of  nations  or  the  treaties  of  the  United  States,  they  ouglit 
not  10  remain  within  the  United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the  owners  or  consignees  of 
every  armed  ship  or  vessel  sailing  out  of  tho  porta  of  the  United  States, 
belonging  wholly  or  in  port  to  citizens  thereof,  shall  enter  into  a  bond  to 
the  United  Slates  with  sufficient  auretiea,  prior  to  clearing  out  the  same, 
in  double  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  on  board,  in- 
cluding her  armament,  that  the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  be  employed 
by  eucli  owners  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against  the  subjects,  citi- 
zens, or  properly,  of  any  foreign  prjnee  or  Slate,  or  of  any  colony,  dis- 
trict, or  people,  with  whom  the  United  Slates  are  at  peace. 

Sec.  II.  And  be  it  furtket  enacted.  That  the  collectors  of  the  customs 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  respectively  authorized  and  required  to  detain 
any  vessel  manifestly  buill  for  warlike  purposes,  and  about  to  depart  the 
United  Slates,  of  which  the  cargo  shall  principally  conaiat  of  arms  and 
munitions  of  war,  when  the  number  of  men  shipped  on  board,  or  other 
circumstances,  shall  render  it  probable  that  such  vessel  is  intended  to  bs 
employed  by  the  owner  or  owners  to  cruiaa  or  commit  hoalihties  upon 
the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property,  of  any  foreign  prince  or  Stale,  or  of 
any  colony,  districl,  or  people,  wilh  whom  the  United  Slates  are  al 
peace,  until  the  decision  of  the  President  be  had  thereon,  or  until  the 
owner  or  owners  shall  give  such  bond  and  security  as  is  required  of  the 

Seo.  13.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  act  passed  on  the  fifth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  entitled  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  Slates,"  continued  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  by  tho  act  of  the 
second  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and 
perpeluated  by  ihe  act  passed  on  the  a*ih  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred,  and  the  act.  passed  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  from  privateering  against  nations  in  amity 
with,  or  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,"  and  the  act,  passed 
the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  aighl  hundred  and  seventeen,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  more  effeclually  to  preserve  the  neutral  relations  of  tht< 
United  Stales,"  be,  and  the  same  are  bereby,  severally,  repealed:  Pro- 
vided neverthehie,  That  persons  having  heretofore  offended  against  any 
of  the  acts  albresaid,  may  be  prosecuted,  convicted,  and  punished,  as  if 
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(he  Bttme  were  not  repealed ;  end  no  forfeiture  herelofore  incurred  by  a 
violation  of  any  of  (he  acts  aforesaid  shall  be  afiected  by  Huch  repeal. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  act 
shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  proeeculion  or  punishment  of  Ireasoiig 
or  any  piracy  defined  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates. 

Approved,  AplH  SO,  1818. 

IS.  AN  ACT  making  compensation  to  the  persona  appointed  by  the 
Electors  to  deliver  the  voles  for  President  and  Vice  President. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  etKU^ed  4y  the  Senate  and  House  of  EeprBtentatives  qf 
t/ie  United  Stales  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  person 
appointed  by  the  electors  to  deliver  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  a  list 
of  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President,  shall  be  allowed,  on  deli- 
very of  said  list,  twenty-five  cents  for  every  mile  of  the  estimaled  dis- 
tance, by  the  most  usual  route,  from  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  electors 
to  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States,  going  and  returning. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  it  further  enocterf,  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  from 
the  first  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Approved,  February  11, 1825. 

13.  AN  ACT  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the 
several  States  according  to  the  Sixth  Census. 
Sec.  ).  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Sepreienlatives  of 
the  Uniled  States  of  Anterica  in  Congress  assembled.  That  from  and  after 
the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three,  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  elected  agree- 
ably  to  a  ratio  of  one  Representative  for  every  seventy  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eighty  persona  in  each  State,  and  of  one  additional  Repre- 
sentative for  each  State  having  a  fraction  greater  than  one  moiety  of  the 
said  ratio,  computed  according  to  the  rula  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States ;  (hat  is  to  say  i  Withm  the  State  of  Maine,  seven  ; 
within  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  four ;  within  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, ten;  within  the  State  of  Rhode  Ishind,  two;  within  the  State 
of  Conneclicnt,  font;  within  (he  Stale  of  Vermont,  four;  within  the 
Slate  of  New  York,  thirty-four ;  withm  (he  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  five  ; 
witlun  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  twenly-four ;  within  the  State  of  Dek- 
ware,  one ;  within  the  State  of  Maryland,  six  ;  within  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, fifteen;  within  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  nine;  within  ths 
Stale  of  South  Carolina,  seven;  within  the  State  of  Georgia,  eight; 
within  the  State  of  Alabama,  seven;  within  the  Slaleof  Louisiana,  four; 
"'Ithin  the  Stale  of  Mississippi,  four;  withm  the  State  of  Tennesseo, 
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eleven ;  within  (lie  Scale  ol  Kenliicky,  ten ;  within  tlie  Stale  of  Ohio, 
twenty-one ;  within  llie  Stale  of  Indiana,  ten ;  within  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, seven!  within  the  Slate  of  Missouri,  fiye ;  within  tlie  Siata  of 
ArliansBs,  one ;  and  within  the  Slate  of  iUichigan,  three. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  farther  enncted,  Tliat  in  every  case  where  a  Slate  ia 
entitled  lo  more  than  one  Represent  alive,  Ihe  numlier  to  which  each 
State  shall  he  entitled  nndet  thia  apportionment  shall  be  elected  by  dis- 
tricts composed  of  contignouB  territory  equal  in  mimbcr  to  Ihe  number 
of  Reptesentalivea  to  which  said  Slate  may  be  enticled,  no  one  district 
electing  mote  ihan  one  Representative. 

Approved,  June  35,  1842, 

H.  AN  ACT  to  provide  further  remedial  juslice  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States. 
Se«.  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  Ike  Senate  and  Himte  of  Represiiitativcs  of  ihe 
United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  a^semhled.  Thai  eilher  of  the  jus- 
licesoftho  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  or  a  judge  of  any  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  Stales,  in  which  a  prisoner  is  confined,  in 
addition  to  the  authority  already  conferred  by  law,  shall  have  power  lo 
grant  writs  of  habeas  corpus  in  all  oases  of  any  prisoner  or  prisoners  in 
jail  or  oonfinemeiit,  where  he,  she,  or  they,  being  subjects  or  citizens  of 
a  foreign  State,  and  domiciled  therein,  shall  bo  committed  or  confined, 
or  in  custody,  under  or  by  any  authority  or  law,  or  process  founded 
tlieteon,  of  ihe  United  States,  or  of  any  one  of  them,  for  or  on  account 
of  any  act  done  or  committed  under  any  alleged  tight,  title,  authority, 
privilege,  protection,  or  exemplion,  set  up  or  claimed  under  the  commis- 
sion, or  order,  or  sanction,  of  any  foreign  State  or  Sovereignty  the  vali- 
dity and  effect  whereof  depend  upon  the  law  of  nations,  or  under  color 
thereof.  And  upon  the  return  of  the  said  writ,  and  due  proof  of  the 
service  of  nolice  of  the  said  proceedings  to  the  Attorney- General  or  other 
ofiicer  prosecuting  the  pleas  of  the  State,  under  whose  authority  the  pe- 
titioner has  been  arrested,  committed,  or  is  held  in  custody,  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  said  juslice  or  judge  at  the  time  of  granting  said  wril,  the 
said  juslice  or  judge  shall  proceed  lo  hear  the  said  cause;  and  if,  upon 
hearing  the  same,  it  shall  appear  that  the  prisoner  or  prisoners  is  or  are 
entitled  to  be  discharged  from  such  confmement,  commitmenl,  custody, 
or  arrest,  lor  or  by  reason  of  such  alleged  tight,  title,  authority,  privi- 
leges, protection  or  exemption,  so  set  up  and  claimed,  and  the  law  of 
nations  applicable  therelo,  and  that  the  same  exists  in  fact,  and  has  been 
duly  proved  lo  the  said  justice  ot  judge,  then  it  shall  he  the  duly  of  the 
said  juslice  or  judge  forthwith  to  discharge  such  prisoner  or  ptisonets 
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accordingly.  And  if  il  ahall  appear  !o  ihe  eaid  justice  or  judge  Ihal  such 
judgmeni  ot  discharge  ought  not  lo  be  rendered,  than  the  said  prisoner 
or  prisoners  shall  be  fortiiwith  remanded ;  Provided  alaiaya.  That  from 
any  decision  of  such  justice  or  judga  an  appeal  may  be  taken  to  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  United  States  lor  the  district  in  which  the  said  cause  is 
heard  ;  and  from  the  judgment  of  the  said  Circuit  Court  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  on  sach  terms  and  under  such  regulations 
and  orders  as  welL  for  the  custody  and  appearance  of  Ihe  prisoner  or  pri- 
soneiB  as  for  sending  up  to  the  appellate  tribunal  a  transcript  of  the  peti- 
tion, writ  of  habeas  corpus  returned  tliereto,  and  other  proceedings,  aa 
the  judge  hearing  the  said  cause  may  prescribe  ;  and  pending  such  pro- 
ceedings or  appeal,  and  until  tinal  judgmeni  be  rendered  therein,  and 
after  hnal  judgment  of  discharge  in  the  same,  any  proceeding  against 
said  prisoner  or  prisoners,  m  any  State  court,  or  by  or  under  lliB 
authority  of  any  State,  for  any  matter  or  thing  so  heard  and  determined, 
or  in  process  of  being  heard  and  determined,  under  and  by  virtue  of  such 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  sliall  be  deemed  null  and  void. 

Approved,  Aaguat  £9,  1642. 

15.  AN  ACT  to  establish  a  uniform  time  for  holding  elections  for  elect- 
ow  of  Pteaident  and  Vice  President  in  all  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Sec.  1.  Be  il  enacted  hy  ihe  Seuale  anJ  Reuse  of  Eepresentaiivet  oflht 
United  SlaUs  of  America  in  Congress  aasemblBd.  That  the  electors  of 
Pteaident  and  Vice  Pi-esidont  shall  be  appointed  in  each  State  on  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in  tho  month  of  November  of  the 
year  in  which  they  are  to  be  appointed.  Fronided,  That  each  state  mny 
by  law  provide  for  the  filling  of  any  vacancy  or  vacancies  which  may 
occur  in  its  college  of  electors  when  such  college  meets  to  give  its  elec- 
toral vote.  Aiid  provided,  also,  when  any  State  shall  have  held  an  elcc. 
lion  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  electore,  and  shall  6il  to  make  a  choice 
on  the  day  aforesaid,  then  the  electors  may  be  appointed  on  a  subsequent 
day  in  such  manner  as  the  State  shall  by  law  provide. 

Approved,  Jaaaary  2B,  1845, 

16.  AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  edition  of  the  laws 
and  treaties  of  the  United  Stales,  published  by  LittJa  and  Brown,  nnder 
the  provisions  of  tha  resolutions  of  Congress,  approved  March  3, 1845, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Sec.  2.  And  whereas,  said  edition  of  the  eaid  Laws  and  Treaties  of  the 
United  States  has  been  carefully  collated  and  compared  with  the  original 
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tulla  in  the  archirea  of  the  goremmeDt,  nnder  the  iaapecUon  and  enper- 
Tision  of  tha  Attorney  Ganeral  of  tha  TJclted  States,  us  duly  certified  ty 
that  officerj  Therefore,  Be  it  further  eaaettd,  That  Baid  cdiMoQ  of  Ita 
Laws  and  Treaties  of  the  United  States,  published  by  Little  and  Brown, 
ia  hereby  declared  to  he  competont  eridence  of  the  eoysral  pablio  and 
private  acta  of  Congress,  and  of  the  sevaral  treaties  therein  contained,  in 
all  the  courts  of  law  and  equity,  and  of  maritime  jiirjsdiotjon,  and  in  all 
tho  tribunals  and  public  offices  of  the  United  Slates,  and  of  the  severul 
States,  without  any  further  proof  or  authentication  thereof. 

Approved^  August  8,  1840. 


certain  offenders. 

Be  it  enatled  6y  (*e  Smate  and  jBbiwe  of  liepreicMative,  of  l3ie  United 
Slalet  of  America  tn  Congreti  assembled,  That  in  all  cases  in  which  there 
now  eiists,  or  hereafter  may  esist,  any  treaty  or  oonventdon  for  extra, 
dition  between  tha  government  of  tho  United  Stataa  and  any  foreign  go- 
vernment, it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  an  f  th  '  t'  f  th  p  m 
court  or  judges  of  tha  several  diairiot  courts  h  U  ted  tate —  d 
judges  of  the  sevsrat  StaM  courts,  and  the      mm  n    d       to 

do  by  any  of  tha  courts  of  the  United  Sta,  al  t^d 

with  power,  jurisdiction,  and  authority,  up  n      mp  m  nd  h 

or  affirmation,  charging  any  person  found  w  m  any   tata 

district,  or  territory,  with  having  eommittod  w  h 

such  fbreign  government^  aoy  of  the  crimes  enumerated  or  proi  ided  for  by 
any  such  treaty  or  oonventioD— to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  apprehension 
of  the  person  so  charged,  that  he  may  ba  brought  before  such  judge  or 
commissioner,  to  the  end  that  tha  evidanaa  of  criroinality  may  be  heoi'd 
and  considered;  and  if,  on  such  hearing,  the  evidence  be  deemed  aufScient 
by  liim  to  sustain  the  charge  under  the  provisions  of  the  proper  treaty  or 
convention,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  oertiii'  the  same,  together  with  a  copy 
of  all  the  testimony  taken  before  him,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  a 
warrant  may  issue  upon  the  requisition  of  the  proper  authorities  of  sa^b 
foreign  government,  for  the  surrender  of  such  person,  according  to  tha 
BtipulaliouB  of  said  Ireaty  or  oonvention;  and  it  shall  ba  tha  duty  of  tho 
said  judge  or  commissioner  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  commitment  of  the 
person  so  charged  to  the  proper  gaol,  there  to  remain  until  such  surrender 
shall  be  made. 
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of  the  depoaitiona  npon  which  an  originnJ  warrant  in  any  such  foreign 
country  mny  have  been  granted,  certified  under  the  hand  of  the  person  or 
persons  ieeuiag  anch  warrant,  and  attested  upon  the  oath  of  the  party  pro- 
ducing them  to  be  txne  copies  of  the  original  depositiona,  may  be  received 
in  «¥idenee  of  the  criminality  of  the  peraon  so  apprehended. 

Sec.  3.  Andbeit/urlher  eiiaeted,  Thatit  ahall  be  lanfalfor  the  Seeretarj 
of  State,  under  his  hand  and  aeal  of  ofGce,  to  order  the  person  so  committed 
to  he  delirered  to  snob  peraon  or  persons  as  shall  be  anthoriied,  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  such  foreign  governmonl,  to  bo  tried  for  the  crime 
of  which  such  person  shall  be  so  aoeused,  and  such  person  shall  be  deliyered 
up  accordingly^  and  it  shall  be  lanful  for  the  person  or  persons  anthoriied, 
aa  aforcBMd,  to  LoM  anoh  person  in  custody,  and  to  take  him  or  her  to  tbo 

person  so  acoueed  ahaU  escape  ont  of  any  ouatody  lo  which  he  or  she  shall 
be  oornmitted,  or  to  which  he  or  she  shall  be  delivered,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall 

of  any  erims  againat  the  laws  in  force  in  that  part  of  the  United  States 
to  which  he  or  she  shall  ao  escape,  may  be  retaken  on  an  escape. 

Sec.  4.  And  6e  ■  ho  shall  have 

until  dellverod  up  shall  not  be 

deEvered  up  pur  Inited  States 

within  two  ealent  nd  above  the 

time  actually  reqt  J  nhioh  he  or 

she  loa;  have  beet  Jnited  Stales, 

it  shall  in  every  aucu  i^e  uo  laniui  im  tuiy  juugo  ui  uie  suited  States  or 
of  any  State,  upon  application  made  to  him  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  person 
so  committed,  and  upon  proof  made  to  him,  that  reasonable  notice  of  the 
Intention  to  make  ancb  application  hoa  been  given  to  the  Secretary  of  Siato, 
to  order  the  peraon  so  committed  to  be  disohaiged  out  of  custody,  unless 
EufScient  cauae  ahall  be  shown  to  such  judge  why  such  discharge  ought  not 
to  he  ordered. 

Seo.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  continue  In  force 
daring  the  eiistence  of  any  treaty  of  extradition  with  any  fureign  gorera- 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itftiriher  enacted,  That  it  shall  he  lawful  for  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  to  anthoriae  any  person  or  persons  to 

tlie  doings  of  such  person  or  persona  ao  authorised,  in  pursuance  of  any  of 
the  provisiona  aforesaid,  shall  be  good  and  available  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever.  Appnced,  A':gnsi  12, 1848. 
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IB.  AN  ACT  proTiding  for  the  taking  of  the  seventli  and  subsequent  oen- 
auaes  of  the  United  States,  and  lo  fix  the  number  ot  members  of  the 
House  of  Kepreaentatives,  and  te  provide  for  tboir  future  apportionment 

gjGC,  23.  And  be  it/uTiher  enacted,  That  if  no  other  law  be  passed  provi- 
ding for  the  taking  of  the  eightb,  or  aa;  subsequent  census  of  the  United 
States,  on  or  before  tte  first  daj  of  January,  of  any  year,  when,  by  the 

tanta  thereof  is  required  tu  ba  taken,  such  census  shall,  in  all  things,  be 
taken  and  completed  aeeotding  to  the  provisions  of  this  act 

Sec.  2i.  And  be  it/nrlher  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  8d  day  of 
March,  I8fi3,<he  House  of  Represenlatives  shall  be  composed  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-three  members,  to  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States  in 
the  maaner  directed  in  the  next  section  of  this  aot. 

subsequent  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  seyeral  Slates  directed 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  be  taken,  shall  be  completed 
and  Tetnmed  to  the  office  of  the  Deportment  of  the  Interior,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  ascertain  the  aggregate  representa,- 
tiva  population  of  the  United  States,  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of 
free  persona  in  all  the  Slates,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  terni 
of  years,  and  eicluding  Indians  not  taiod,  three-fifths  of  all  other  per- 
sons; whioh  aggregate  population  he  shall  diyide  by  the  number  two 
hundred  and  (hirlif-three,  and  the  product  of  anoh  division,  rsjeeting  nay 
fraction  of  an  unit,  if  any  such  happen  te  remain,  shall  be  the  ratio,  or  rule 
of  apportionment  of  KepresentaEves  among  the  aeverni  States  under  auch 
enumeration:  and  the  said  Secretory  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
shall  then  proceed,  ia  the  same  manner,  to  ascertain  the  representative 
population  of  each  State,  and  to  divide  the  whole  number  of  the  representan 
tave  population  of  eacb  State,  by  the  raHo  already  determined  by  him,  as 
sboTo  directed;  and  ilia  product  of  thie  last  dwision  shall  be  tlie  number 
of  Bepresentativas  apportioned  to  such  Slate  under  the  then  lost  enumera^ 
tion :  Provided,  That  the  loss  in  the  number  of  members  caused  by  the 
ftactions  remaining  in  the  several  Slates,  on  the  division  of  the  population 
thereof,  shall  be  compensated  for  by  assigning  to  bo  many  States  having 
the  largest  fractions,  one  additional  member  for  each  for  its  fraction,  as 
maybe  necessary  to  make  the  whole  number  of  Eepresentatives  two  hundred 
and  thirty-three.  Asd  providsd,  aha,  That  if,  after  the  appor«onment  of 
the  Eepresentatives  under  the  neil,  or  any  aubsequent  census,  a  new  State 
or  States  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  Eepresentative  or  Repre- 
sentatives assigned  to  ancb  new  State  or  States,  ehall  be  in  addition  to  the 

aentitlives  over  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  shall  only  continue  until  the 
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neit  suooeoding  ai)iiortignmonf  of  KcprEtentatue?  unilcr  the  nest  snocBed- 
ing  census. 

Sec.  28.  And  it  i(  fmllier  enariid  That  when  (he  Depattment  of  tlie 
Interior  shall  have  ajpnrtioned  the  Reprcsenljxijves  in  the  manner  above 
directed  among  the  aeversl  States  under  the  nest  "r  any  aulisequent 
ennmeration  of  the  inhabitaala  of  the  United  ^tate«.  ho  shall,  as  soon  aa 
practicahle,  make  out  and  transmit,  under  the  eeal  of  his  ofSco,  \a  the  House 
of  Representativea,  a  certificate  of  the  nnmber  of  members  apportioned  to 
eaoh  State  under  the  then  last  enumeration^  and  shall  likewiae  malie  out 
and  transmit  without  delay  lo  the  BsecutiTO  of  eaoh  Slate,  a  eertifieata 
onder  bia  seal  of  office,  of  Uie  number  of  members  apportioned  to  such  State, 
under  such  last  enumeration.  Approved,  23  May,  1850. 

[The  preceding  aeotions  fall  under  the  class  of  general  Lawa  intended 
to  be  inserted  in  this  compilation ;  the  residue  of  this  act,  relating  solely  to 
the  manner  of  taking  and  returning  tlie  census,  will  befonndinthe  stalutca 


19.  AN  ACT  lo  authorise  Notaries  Public  lo  take  and  certify  oaths,  affirma- 

Be  it  enacted  bg  t&e  Senate  <md  Hoaae  of  EepTeseatativei  of  the  United 
Staiei  of  America  in  Oongreis  atBembUd,  That  in  all  ooaee  in  which,  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  oaths  or  affirmations,  or  acknowtedgmcnta, 
may  now  be  talfan  or  made  tiefore  any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  of 
any  State  or  Territory,  such  oaths,  affirmations,  or  acknowledgments  may 
be  hereafter  also  taken  or  made  by  or  before  any  Kolary  public  duly  ap- 
pointed in  any  State  or  Territory,  and,  when  certified  under  the  hand  and 
offioial  seal  of  such  Notary,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  taken 
or  made  by  or  before  auch  justice  or  justioes  of  the  peaoe.  And  all  lawa 
and  parts  of  laws  for  punishing  perjuiy,  or  aubornalion  of  peijury,  com- 
mitted in  any  such  oaths  or  affirmations  when  taken  at  made  before  any 
such  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  apply  lo  any  suoh  offence  committed  in  ajiy 
Ofttba  or  affirmations  which  may  be  token  under  this  act  before  a  Notary 
public,  or  oommissioner,  as  hereinafter  named :  Provided  o^mayj.  That  on 
trial  for  either  of  those  offences,  the  seal  and  signature  of  the  Notary 
ehall  not  be  deemed  sufficient  in  themselves  to  establish  the  official  character 
of  such  Notary,  bnt  the  same  shall  be  shown  by  other  and  proper  cTidence. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiu-lher  enacted,  That  all  the  powers  and  authority 
conferred  in  and  by  the  preceding  section  of  this  act  upon  Notaries  publlo, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  reated  in,  and  may  be  exercised  by,  any  com- 
missioner appointed,  or  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  by  any  Circuit  Court  of 
the  United  Slates,  under  any  act  of  Congress  authorising  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  take  bail,  affidavits,  or  depositions,  in  causes  pending 
in  the  ouurla  of  the  United  States,  Approved,  Ifl  September,  1860, 
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21).  A  RESOLUTION  relating  W  the  publination  of  the  Laws  of  Ihe 
United  States. 

Eeifhed,  6y  lAe  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Sepresentativet  of  (Sb  Vmsei 
States  0/  America  in  Congrega  aaiemhhd.  That  Ihe  SecreUiiy  of  Stole  be 
anUioiized  Bod  directed  to  coctraet  nitli  Little  and  Brown  to  furnish  tiieir 
annual  statutes  at  large,  printed  in  oonformity  with  the  plan  adopted  by 
Congress  in  eighteen  hundred  and  fortj-five,  instead  of  the  edition  usually 
issued  by  hia  order,  under  the  act  of  Congreaa  of  April  20, 1S18,  and  whitli 
etinforms  to  an  edition  of  the  Laws  now  out  of  use. 

Aj'proved,  26  S^tember,  ISaO. 
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services  and  exalted  characters, 

2,  The  table  commencing  with  page  336,  of  the  terras 
of  oiEce  and  length  of  service,  in  the  Senate,  of  the  Vice 
Presidents  and  Presidents  pro  tempore,  may  be  supposed, 
generally,  to  show,  from  time  to  time,  the  leading  poli- 
tical sentiments  of  fEe  majority  of  that  honorable  body, 
as  indicated  by  the  choice  of  Senators  to  occupy  the 
station  of  President  pro  tempore,  whose  political  senti- 
ments were,  at  the  time,  well  known.  This  table  also 
shows  the  commencement  and  termination  of,  as  well  as  the 
nnmber  of  days  in,  ench  Session  of  Congress  and  special 
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session  of  the  Senate,  from  the  4th  March,  1789,  to  the 
termination  of  the  second  session  of   the    thirty-first 
Congress,  being  the  3d  March,  1851. 

3.  The  table  commencing  with  page  34G  shows  the 
names,  and  the  commencement  and  termination  of  the 
service,  of  every  Senator  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
4th  March,  1789,  to  the  3d  March,  1851,  being  the 
termination  of  the  second  session,  thirty-first  Congress, 
A  geographical,  rather  than  an  alphabetical,  arrange- 
ment was  preferred,  for  the  reason  that  a  regular  succes- 
sion may  be  traced  in  the  service  of  the  several  classes 
of  Senators  of  each  State,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Government,  or  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union, 
to  the  present  time. 

This  table  practically  illustrates  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution  which  directs  the  arrangement  of  the  Senators 
into  three  classes,  whose  terms  of  service  expire  alter- 
nately every  two  years,  exhibiting  the  progressive  appli- 
cation of  the  principle  to  the  Senators  from  new  States 
as  they  become  qualified,  by  which  the  three  classes  are 
preserved  equal  in  number,  or  as  nearly  so  as  practicable 
— one-third  being  elected  bieaaially,andtwo-thirdsbeing, 
at  all  times,  prepared  to  attend  the  call  of  their  country 
for  the  transaction  of  Legislative,  Executive,  or  Judicial 
business ;  or,  indeed,  by  a  provident  arrangement  of  the 
State  Le^slatures  (as  is  the  prevailing  practice)  in  re- 
electing tlie  Senators  whose  terras  of  service  are  about 
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to  expire,  or  electing  others  in  anticipation  of  vacancies, 
the  Senate  may  preserve  a  continued  existence  in  full 
force. 

4,  The  fourth  table,  page  385,  contains  the  names  and 
the  commencement  and  termination  of  service  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  Senate  of  tlie  United  States,  there 
having  been  only  four  individuals  In  the  occupancy  of 
that  responsible  office  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Government  under  the  Constitution  to  the  present  time, 
a  circumstance  which  has  preserved  to  this  Honorable 
Body  the  advantages  of  accumulated  experience  in  the 
Officers  in  their  service. 

5,  The  table  commencing  with  page  386,  exhibits  the 
names  and  terms  of  service  of  the  Representatives  in 
Congress  who  have  been  elected  to,  and  have  occupied, 
the  distinguished  station  of  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  from  the  4th  March, 
1789,  to  the  3d  March,  1851,  and  the  names  of  the  States 
of  which  they  were  Representatives. 

6,  The  sixth  table,  page  388,  contdns  the  names,  and 
the  commencement  andterminationof  service  of  the  Clerks 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  from 
which  it  appears  th  t  tl  t  n  1  an  have  taken  place 
in  the  occupancy  f  th  fli  n  the  4th  March, 
1789 ;  making  an  f  1  tl  n  h  e  years'  ser\  ice 
to  each  individual  mit  wh  h  has  sometimes 
deprived  that  Ho       bl    H           f  m    h  of  the  advan- 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


312 
tage  of  accumulated  experience,  which  the  business  of 
legislation  and  the  public  interest  so  constantly  require 
in  the  service  of  Legislative  Bodies. 

The  second  and  fourth  tables  embrace  the  names  of  all 
those  individuals  who  have  occupied  the  stations  of  Vice 
President,  President  pro  tempore,  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  the  occupants  of  which  offices 
have  been  constituted  a  reserve  corps  by  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st 
March,  1792,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  here  men- 
tioned, to  fill  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  event  of  its  becoming  vacant  by  any  of  the  casu- 
alties enumerated  in  the  Constitution.  Hence  has  arisen 
the  practice  of  the  Vice  President's  retiring  from  the 
Chair  of  the  Senate  a  short  time  previous  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  each  session,  with  the  view  of  affording  the 
Senate  an 'opportunity  of  choosing  a  President  pro 
teropore,  who,  according  to  the  prevailing  practice,  would 
hold  that  office  until  the  reappearance  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent in  the  Senate  ;  and,  should  any  casualty  deprive 
the  country  of  the  services  of  the  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident acting  as  President,  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
the  President  pro  tempore  so  chosen,  according  to  tkepre- 
vailing  understanding,  would  be  prepared  to  occupy  that 
office  until  a  President  could  be  elected;  which  office 
would  otherwise,  however,  devolve  on  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  should  the   vacancy  happen 
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during  the  existence  of  a  Congress ;  bu(  should  there  be 
no  President  pro  tempore,  and  the  vacancy  occur  during 
a  recess,  after  the  expiration  of  one  Congress  and  pre- 
vious to  the  assembling  of  another,  while  there  was  no 
Speaker,  there  would  then  be  no  officer  to  fill  that  high 


These  tables  may  afford  a  useful  suggestion  of  the  im- 
portance of  preserving  the  biography  of  distinguished 
citizens  who  may  have  been,  or  may  be  called  to  im- 
portant public  stations,  with  a  view  of  extending  the 
practical  political  history  of  the  country,  which,  perhaps, 
could  not  be  more  efTectually  developed  than  by  a 
faithfiil  dehneation  of  the  characters,  principles,  and 
acts  of  the  American  statesmen,  whose  wisdom  and 
patriotism  have  elevated  the  character  of  the  Republic, 
and  will  continue  to  guide  its  destinies,  as  it  is  fen'ently 
hoped,  through  the  long  dsta  of  ages  to  the  consummation 
of  time. 
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New  Hampshire  - 
Maaaachuseiia  >•> 
Rhode  Island  •••■ 

ConriBCtieut 

Vermont ■ 

New  York 

New  lereey 

Pennsylvania  •  •  • 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Kenineky 

North  Carolina  •■ 
South  Carolina. . . 
Georgia 

Whole  No.  of  EI' 
Majotiiy 


George  Washineton,  elected  Presidenl,  took  the  oalh  of  office  fi 
second  term  im  4lS  Match,  1793. 

John  Adsme,  elected  Vice  President,  look  the  oath  of  offitc 
allonded  in  Senate  OH  2d  Deeomber,  1703. 
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ballot,  and  it  having  betn  conaluded,  the 
&talei  had  been  nven  fbr  Tboiaas  Jefferi 
m  Ban,  of  New  York,  luid  iha  ' 
■     -^     ---  ■-'^Tion,  of  Virgil 

.  '  UnSlcd  Slal. 

Ino  on  ihe  4(h  day  of  Marcu,  laui. 
l^bomuL  JeB-etsoo,  Ihue  elecled,  tdok  U 


eonsMue^y-T 


esenlBlivte  pioFeedeil  on  W^- 

Lit  IfflTLol'elEhl'&Bies  voted  for 
for  Aaron  Barr.  of  New  Vork, 
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11 


New  Hampahire 

Maasachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

ConnectiGUt 

Vermont 

New  Yorit 

New  Jeraey 

Penney  Ivania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Nonh  Carolina 

South  Cttrolioa 

Tennessee 

Kenlucky 

Ohio 

Whole  No.  of  eleolotB. 


Thomas  Jefferson,  elected  President,  look  Ihe  onth  of  oSca  for  i 
second  term  on  4th  March.  1S05. 

George  Clinton,  elected  Vice  President,  took  the  oath  of  office  ii 
Senate  Cbamber  on  4lh  March,  1805. 
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aea  Madiaon,  elected  Preaidenl,  took  the  oath  of  office,  and  i 
its  duties  on  4th  March,  1S09. 

Drge  Clinton,  elected  Vice  President,  tooli  the  oath  of  o 
e  Chamber  on  41  h  March,  1S09. 
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James  Madison,  elected  President  for  a  second  term.  (There  is  nn 
notice  on  the  Journsls  of  Corgress  of  his  having  taken  Ihe  oath.) 

ElbridgB  Gerry,  elected  Vice  PreBident,  attended  in  the  Senate  Mill 
May,  1813,  and  exhibited  a  certificate  of  liia  having  taken  the  oath  ol 
office  prescribed  by  law,  which  was  read. 
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James  Monroe,  elected  President  for  a  second  term.  [There  is  no 
notice  on  the  Journals  of  Congress  of  liie  having  taken  the  oath.) 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  elected  Vice  President  for  a  second  term. 
(Thero  is  no  notice  on  the  Journals  of  Congrees  of  his  having  taken  Ihs 
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New  Hampshire 
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Rhode  Island 
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Andrew  Jackson,  elected  President,  took  the  oath  of  office,  and  e: 
tcred  upon  its  duties  the  lih  of  March.  1839, 

Jolm  C.  Calhoun,  elected  Vice  President,  look  the  oath  of  office,  hi 
attended  in  Senate  Ihe  icli  of  March,  1629, 
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Andrew  Jackson,  elected  President,  took  the  oath  of  office,  and  oon- 
linued  the  duties  4th  Match,  1833; 

Martin  Van  Buren,  elected  Vice  President,  took  the  oatli  of  office 
Slid  entered  upon  its  duliee  4ih  March,  1833. 
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Martin  Van  Buren,  elected  President,  look  the  oath  of  office,  and 
entered  upon  its  duties  4th  March,  1837. 

Richard  M.  Jolmson,  elected  Vice  Preaidcnt,  took  Iho  oath  of  office 
and  attended  in  Senate  4lh  March,  1837.    *  Elecled  by  the  Senate. 
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n  H.  Harrison,  elected  President,  took  the  oalh  of  office,  an* 
pon  its  duties  on  4th  March,  1841. 

'yler,  elected  Vice  President,  took  the  oalh  of  office,  and  enter- 
ts  duties  on  4lh  March,  1841, 
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TuESDS-i,  April  6.  1841. 
Immediale./  afier  the  decease  of  the  President,  Mr.  Webster,  jr., 
Chief  Clerk  in  tne  DepBrtment  of  Slate,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Eenll,  an 
officer  of  the  Senate,  eet  out  for  tlie  residence  of  the  Vice  Preaident,  in 
Virginia,  bearmg  to  him  the  following  letter : 

WiSHiNOTON,  Aprd4,  1841. 
To  John  T-^lee. 

Vice  Fi-csident  if  the  United  Stales. 

Sis  :  It  haa  become  out  most  painful  duty  to  inform  you  thnt  William 
Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  Slates,  has  departed  this 
life. 

This  distressing  event  took  place  this  day,  at  the  President's  Mansion 
in  this  city,  at  thirty  minutes  before  one  in  the  morning. 

We  lose  no  time  in  despatching  the  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Stale  Depart- 
ment, as  a.  special  messenger,  to  bear  you  these  melancholy  tidings. 

We  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  obedient 

DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 
THOMAS  EWING, 

Secrelary  of  the  Tieasary, 
JOHN  BELL, 

Sa^retary  of  War. 
JOHN  J.  CRITTENDEN, 

AtlorTicy  Gtncrai. 
FRANCIS  GRANGER, 

Fpslmasler  General. 
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Cut  ae  Wsshinoton,  D,  C. 

Wednesdai/  April  7,  1841. 

Ey  the  eitraordinBry  despBtoh  used  in  sending  the  official  intelligence 
to  the  Vicfi  President,  at  WilliBinsburg,  end  similar  despatch  by  him  in 
repairing  to  the  seat  of  Government,  John  Tyler,  now  President  of  Iha 
Unilod  States,  arrived  in  this  city  yesterday  morning,  at  5  o'clock,  and 
toolt  lodgings  at  Brown's  Hotel. 

At  13  o'clodt,  all  the  Heads  of  Departments,  except  the  Secretary  of 
tlie  Navy,  (who  has  not  yot  returned  to  the  city  from  his  visit  to  his 
family,)  wailed  upon  him,  to  pay  htm  their  official  and  personal  respects 
They  were  received  with  all  the  politeness  and  kindness  whirh  charac 
lerize  the  now  President  He  signihed  his  deep  leeling  of  the  public 
calamity  sustained  by  the  death  of  President  Harrison,  and  eypreased 
his  profound  sensibility  to  the  heavy  respunsibihties  so  suddenly  de- 
volved upon  himself  He  spoke  of  the  present  atata  of  things  wilh 
great  concern  and  seriousness,  and  made  known  his  wishes  that  the 
several  Heads  of  Departments  would  continue  to  fill  tlie  places  whioh 
they  now  respectively  occupy,  and  his  confidence  that  thej  would  afibrd 
all  the  aid  in  their  power  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  admmistration 
of  the  Government  succcosfully. 

The  President  then  look  and  subscribed  the  following  oath  of  ofiice  : 

I  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  will  faitiifully  eiecnte  the  oifice  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates. 

JOHN  TYLEK. 

Afrii,  6,  1841. 

District  of  Coldmeia, 

City  and  County  of  Wailiington,  ss. 

I,  William  Cranch,  Chief  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  certify,  that  the  above-named  John  Tyler  personally  ap- 
peared before  me  this  day,  and,  although  he  deems  himself  qualified  to 
perform  the  duties,  and  exercise  the  powers  and  ofiice  of  President  on 
the  death  of  WiUiam  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  without  any  other  oath  than  that  which  he  has  taken  aa  Vice 
President,  yet,  as  doubts  may  arise,  and  for  greater  caution,  took  and 
subscribed  the  foregoing  oath  before  me. 

W.  CRANCH 

AlsiL  6,  1S41. 
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Jamea  E.  Polk,  elected  President,  look  the  oath  of  office,  and  entered 
upon  its  duties  on  4lh  March,  1845. 

George  Mifflin  nnllas,  elected  Vice  President,  attended  in  Senate,  and 
took  the  oath  of  office  on  4ih  March,  1S45. 
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Zaohary  Taylor  elected  President  toot  the  oath  of  office,  and 
entered  upon  ita  duties  4th  JIaroli,  184*t 

Millard  Fillmore,  elected  Yica  Preaiilent  took  the  oath  of  office, 
Bud  entered  npon  its  dutiei  4th  Ataich,  ixl'i 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


Ill  SEKiTE  OF  THE  UhITED  StATES. 

WEnNESDiY,  Jaly  10,  ISaO, 

The  followiDg  oomnmnieation,  reoeWed  lij  the  Beoriitary  of  the  Senate, 
wius  read : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:— 

In  consequence  of  the  lamented  death  cf  Zaehaij  Taylor,  late  President 
of  the  United  States,  I  shall  no  longer  occupy  the  ohairof  the  Senate ;  and 
I  haTO  thought  that  a  formal  communicaiion  to  tho  Senate,  to  that  effect 
through  your  Secretary,  might  enable  you  the  more  promptlj  to  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  a  ptesiding  officer.  MiLLiitD  Fillmohe. 

WiSHi^iflTOH,  Jaly  ID,  1869. 

The  following  meEsoge  iraa  leoetved  from  Uie  President  of  the  United 
Btates,  by  Mr.  Fisher  :— 

Pellow-ciUiens  of  tho  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentatlvea : — 

I  have  to  perform  the  melancholy  duty  of  announcing  to  you  that  it  haa 
pleased  Almighty  Ood  to  remove  from  this  life  Zaehaiy  Taylor,  laic  Presi. 
dent  of  the  United  Statfis.  He  deceased  last  evening,  at  the  hour  of  half 
past  ten  o'clock,  in  the  midst  of  his  family  and  surrounded  by  affoctionata 
friends,  oalmly  and  in  the  full  possession  of  all  his  flwulties.  Among  hia 
last  words  wore  those,  nhich  he  uttered  with  emphatic  distinctness:  "I 
tavB  always  done  my  duty — I  am  ceaSy  to  die — my  only  regret  is  for  (he 
friends  I  leave  behind  me." 

Having  annonneed  to  you,  fcllow-citJieas,  this  most  afSicUng  bereave- 
ment and  assuring  jon  that  it  has  peneijated  no  heart  with  deeper  grief 
than  mine,  it  remains  for  me  (o  say,  tbat  I  propose  this  day,  at  12  o'elook, 
in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  presence  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitutioo,  to  enable  me 
to  enter  on  the  execution  of  the  office  wbioh  this  event  haa  devolved  on  me. 

WiSHlNGTOB,  July  10,  1860.  MjLLiRD  Fdjjiobb. 

A  similar  mess^e  having  been  oommunicated  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  the  necessary  airangomonla  made  between  Ihe  two  Houses : — 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  (he  Heads  of  Departments,  the 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Cmiail  Court  of  lie  District  of  ColumbU,  and  the  Senate 
oftheUnitedStates,  having  en  teredtheHalloftheHouse  of  Eepreaentatiyes — 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  the  President  by  the  Honourable 
William  Craneh,  Chief  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  Stales  for 
the  Jiiffrict  of  f  nlumhia. 
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Died ;  successor  app'd  11  Nov.,  1517. 
Successor  appointed  June  13,  1791. 
By  Legislature,  in  room  of  W.  S. 
Johnson,  resigned. 

Succesaor   appointed  2d   Thursday 
m  October,  1796. 

By  Governor,  in  recess  Legislature. 
By  LegiElatme. 

Successor  appointed  3d  Thursday 
in  May,  1813. 

By  Legislature,  in  room  of  C.  Good- 
rich, resigned. 

Appointed  by  Governor  in  recess  of 
Legislature,  before    vacancy   oc- 
curred.     Decided  by    Senate    U. 
S.,  that  Mr.  Lanman  was  ngl  en- 
titled to  a  seat. 

Chosen  by  Ihe  Legislature. 
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Mar,    3,  1819 
Mar.     3,  1825 
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Mar.    4,  1845 
Mar,    4,  1789 
June  13,  1791 

Mar.    4,  1793 
Mar.    4,  1795 

3d    Thursday 
Oct.,     1796 
Mar.     4,  1801 
In  May,    1801 
Mar.     4,  1807 
Oct.  35,  1807 

Mar.    4,  1813 

3d     Thursday 

May,      1813 

Mar.     4,  1819 

Mar.     4,  1B35 

Ist  Wednes'y 

May,     1825 

Mar.  \  1831 
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Mar.    3.  1793 
Mar.    3,  1799 
Mar.     3,  1805 
Mar.    3,  1811 

Resigned 

Mar.    3,  1817 
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Mar.    3,  1801 
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Mangum,  resigned- 
Successor  appointed  Nov.  35, 1840, 
By  Legislature,  in  room  of  Rcb.ri 

Strange,  teaiciied. 

By  Legislature,  in  room  of  W.  H, 
Haywood,  resigned.  [See  page  3S2] 

By  Legislature,  in  room  of  P.  But- 
ler,resL£med;  successor  appoiiiied 
Dec.  4,  1798. 

By  Legislature,  in  room  of  John 
Hunter,  resigned. 
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Tiffin,  resigned. 
By  Legislature,  in  room  of  Edward 
'riffiS.  resigned. 

Successor  appoinled  Jan,  3,  1322. 
By  Legislature,  in  room  of  W.  A 

Trimble,  deceased. 
Successor  appoinled  Dec.  10,  1338. 

1  - 

i! 
1 

s 

Is 

1 

M 

i 

11 L 

{ 

liii; 

mi 

Mar.    3,  1813 

Mar.    3,  1819 

Died 

Mar.    3,  1825 

Resigned 

Mar.    3,  1831 
Mar.     3,  1837 
Mar.     3,  1843 
Mar.    3,  1849 

Resigned 

Deo.      1,  181S 

Mar.    3,  1817 

Died 
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Mar.     4,  1833 
Mar.     4,  1839 
Mar.     4,  1S45 
April    1,  1S03 
Mar,     4,  1807 
May   18,  1809 

Dec,    11,  1809 

Mar.    4,  1813 

Mar.    4,  1819 
Jan.      3,  1822 

Mar.     4,  1835 
Dec.    10.  1838 
Mar.     4,  1831 
Mar.     4,  1837 
Mar.     4,  1843 

Sept.    3,  1813 
Oct.      8,  1812 

Dec      I,  1812 

Mar.    4,  1817 
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Successor  appointed  Aug,  19,  1831. 
By    Governor,   in   room   of   James 

Noble,  deceased. 
By  Legislature,  m  room  of  James 

Nobfe,  deceased. 

Successor  appoinied  Aug,  30,  1820. 
By  Legislature,  in  room  ot  Waller 

Leake,  resigned. 
Successor  appointed  Sept,  28,  1825, 
By    Governor,  in    room    of    David 

Holmes,  resigned. 
By  Legislature,  in  room  of  David 

Holmes,  resigned. 
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James  Noble 
J      es  N  1  le 
Robert  Haiina 

John  Tipton. 

Jol  n  T  p  on 
Alber   &  Wl    e 
Jesse  D.  Bright. 
Waller  Taylor.. 
Waller  Taylor 
William  Hendricks 
W  11  am  Hendricks 
Oliver  H.  Smith . 
Edward  A.  Hannega 

Waller  Leake 
David  Holmes 

David  Holn  es 
Powhatan  Ellis 

TlonisB   Reed 

Powhatan  Ellis  ■ 
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The  Senate  met  4th  March;  formed 
a  quorum  6th  April ;  and  did  not 
elect  a  Secretsry  until  the  8th ; 
messages  to  the  House  having 
been  previously  communicated  by 
a  member  of  the  Bennte.  Served 
upwards  of  25  years. 

The  Chief  Clerk  acted  as  Secretary 
from  decease  of  Mr.  Otis  until 
the  election  of  Mr.  Cutts. 
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THE   EMINENT   JURISTS 
BBNCil  OF  THAT  AUGUST  TRIBUNAL, 

THE  SUPREME  COURT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


CHIEF  JUSTICES 

OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

JOHN  JAY,  of  New  York,  appointed  by  the  President  witli  iho  ad- 
vice nnd  oonEent  uf  tlie  Senate,  26th  September,  1789.  Nomi- 
noted  I61h,  and  confirmed  19lh  April,  1794,  Envoy  Extraordinsry  to 
England.  Resigned  aa  Chief  Justice.  Successor  appointed  Isl 
July,  1795. 

JOHN  RUTLEDGE,  of  South  Carolina,  appointed  1st  July,  1795,  in 
recBsa  of  Senate,  m  place  of  John  Jay  resigned,  and  presided  on 
the  Bench  at  August  terra.  1795.  Nominated  lOlli,  and  rejected 
by  the  Senate  15th  December,  1795. 

WILLIAM  GUSHING,  of  MassBohHseitB.  Nomination  confirmed  anj 
appointed,  &c.,  a7th  January,  1796,  in  place  of  John  Jay,  re- 
signed. Declined  the  appointment.  He  wsa  then  an  Associate 
Justice. 

OLIVER  ELLSWORTH,  of  Connecticut.  Nomination  confirmed 
and  appointed,  &c.,  4tii  March,  1796,  in  place  of  W.  Cuebing.de- 
elined.  Appointed  Envoy  Ei'raordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France,  a7th  February,  1799.  He  presided  on  the 
Bench  at  the  August  term,  1799.     Proceeded  on  his  mission  lo 
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France,  3d  November,  1799.    Resigned  as  Chief  Justice, 
ceasor  appointed  I9ili  December,  IBOO, 

JOHN  JAY,  Governor  ofNew  York.     Nominalioii  ooniimied  E 

pointed,  &o.,  19tii  December,  1800.  in  place  of  Olivet  Ellswotlh; 
resigned.     Declined  Ihe  appointment. 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Secretary  of  Slate.*  Nomination  confirmed  37tli. 
and  appointed,  &o.,  31st  January,  1801,  in  place  of  John  Jay,  de- 
clined.    Died  in  1835. 

KOGER  B.  TANEY,  of  Maryland.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed, &0.,  15th  March,  1836,  in  the  place  of  John  Mflrshatl, 
deceased. 


ASSOCIATE   JUSTICES 
OF   THE   SUPREME  COURT   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES. 


id  Thomas  John- 

WILLIAM  GUSHING,  of  Massachuselts.  Nomination  confirmed 
26th,  and  appointed  27th  September,  1789.  Died,  and  Levi  Lin- 
coln appointed. 

JAMES  WILSON, ofPennayivania.  Nomination  confirmed  25th,  and 
appointed  29th  Scptembor,  1789.  Died,  and  Bushrod  Washing. 
ton  appointed. 

JOHN  BLAIR,  of  Virginia.  Nomination  confirmed  a6th,  and  ap- 
pointed 30th  September,  1789.  Resigned,  and  Samuel  Chase  ap- 
pointed. 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON,  of  Maryland.  Nomination  confirmed  26th 
September,  1789.     Resigned,  and  James  Iredell  appointed. 

JAMES  IREDELL,  of  North  Carolina.  Appomled  in  recess  of  Senate, 
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THOMAS  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland.  Appointed  fth  August,  1791,  in 
recess  of  Senate,  in  place  of  John  Rutledgc,  resigned.  Nomina- 
tion confirmed  and  appointed  7th  November,  1791.  Resigned,  and 
William  Paterson  appointed. 

WILLIAM  PATERSON,  Governor  of  New  Jcracy.  Nomination 
confirmed  and  appointed  4tli  March,  1793,  in  place  of  Thomas 
Johnson,  resigned.    Died,  and  Brockholst  Livingslon  appointed. 

SAMUEL  CHASE,  of  Maryland.  Nominationconfirmcdand  appointed 
27lh  January,  1796,  In  place  of  John  Blair,  resigned.  Died,  and 
Gabriel  Duval  appointed. 

BUSHROD  WASHINGTON,  of  Virginia.  Appointed  aSlh  Septem- 
ber, 1798,  in  recess  of  Senate,  in  place  of  James  Wilson,  deceased. 
Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed  50lh  December,  1798.  Died, 
and  Henry  Baldwin  appointed. 

ALFRED  MOORE,  of  North  Carolina.  Nomination  confirmed  and 
appointed  IClli  December,  1799,  in  place  of  Jamaa  Iredeli,  de- 
ceased.   Resigned,  and  William  Johnson  appointed. 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON,  of  South  Carolina.  Nomination  confirmed 
and  appointed  3Gth  March,  1804,  in  place  of  Alfred  Moore,  re- 
Eigned.  (Confirmed  and  appointed  Collector  of  the  Customs  S2d 
Feb.  1819,  and  declined  the  appointmenl.)  Died  in  1834,  and 
James  M,  Wayne  appointed. 

THOMAS  TODD,  of  Kentucky,  Nomination  confirmed  2d,  and  ap- 
pointed 3d  March,1807. 

BROCKHOLST  LIVINGSTON,  of  New  York.  Appointed  loth  No. 
vember,  1806,  in  recess  of  Senate,  in  place  of  William  Paterson, 
deceased.  Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed  17th  December, 
1806.    Died,  and  Smith  Thompson  appointed. 

LEVI  LINCOLN,  of  Massachusetts.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap 
pointed  3d  January,  1811,  in  place  of  William  Gushing,  deceased. 
Declined  the  appointment,  and  John  Quincy  Adams  appointed. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  of  MasaachnsettH.  Nomination  confirmed 
and  appointed  23d  February,  1811,  in  place  of  Levi  Lincoln,  de- 
clined.   Declined  the  appointmenl,  and  Joseph  Story  appointed. 

GABRIEL  DUVAL,  of  Maryland.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed leth  November,  1811,  in  the  place  of  Samuel  Chase,  de- 
ceased.   Resigned,  and  Philip  P.  Barbour  appointed. 

JOSEPH  STORY,  of  Massa<-hu.?el_ts.     Nomination  confirmed  and  ap 
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pomled  laih  Novcmlicr,  ISll,  in  ptace  of  John  Qumcj   Mima, 
declined.    Died  ond  Levi  Woodbury  appointed. 

SMITH  THOMPSON,  of  New  York.  Appointed  lal  September, 
1323,  in  lecese  of  ihe  Senate,  in  place  of  Brockliolst  Livingnton, 
deceased.  Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed  9lh  December, 
1823.     Died,  and  Samuel  Nelson  appointed. 

ROBERT  TRIMBLE,  of  Kentucky.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed 9th  May,  1826,  in  the  place  of  Thomas  Todd,  deceased. 
Died,  and  John  McLean  appointed. 

JOHN  McLEAN,  of  Oliio.  Homination  confirmed  and  appointed  7lh 
March,  1829,  m  the  place  of  Robert  Trimble,  deceased. 

HENRY  BALDWIN,  of  Pennsylvania.  Nomination  confirmed  and 
appointed  6ih  January,  1830,  in  plaCB  of  Buehrod  Washington,  de- 
ceased.   Died,  and  R.  C.  Grier  appoiiiled. 

JAMES  M.  WAYNE,  of  Ceo  ga  No  '  afo  0  firmed  and  ap 
pointed  9th  January,  1535     n  pace  of  W       a      Johnso     de  eased 

PHILIP  P.  BARBOUR,  f\gia  N  a  nofjndadai 
pointed  15th  March  lb36  paeofCaheD  a  e„ed 
Died,  and  P.  V.  Dan  el  appo  n  ed 

JOHN  CATRON,  of  Tenneae  e  No  ao  ofindadap 
pointed  Stli  March,  1837 

WILLIAM  SMITH,  of  A  aban  a  Won  na  on  onfi  n  d  and  ap 
pointed  8th  March,    S37      De     n  d    he  appo  n     and  John 

McKinlcy  appointed 

JOHN  McKINLSY,  of  Aaba    a      App    n    d       d  Ap         S  e 

eeas  of  the  Senate,  in  p  a  e  of  W      an   Sm  h  dechned     Nom  na 
tioned  confirmed  and  appo  n  ed  25  h  Sep  embe       137 

PETER  V.  DANIEL,  of  V  g  a  Hon  ma  on  onfirmed  and  ap 
pointed  3d  March,  184       nplaeofPh    pPB    board    eased 

SAMUEL  NELSON,  cf  New  "i  ork.  Ncm.nation  conhrmed  and  ap- 
pointed, 14th  February,  1845,  in  place  of  Smith  Thompson,  de- 
ceased. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  of  New  Hampshire.    Appointed  20lh  Septem- 
ber, 1845,  in  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Joseph  Story,  de- 
ceased.     Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed  3d  January,  1S46. 
ROBERT  C.  GRIER,  of  Pennsylvania.     Nomination  confirmed  and 
appointed  4th  August,  1S4C,  in  place  of  Henry  Baldwin,  deceased. 

BENJAMIN  ROBBINS  CURTIS,  of  MaBaachusetts.  Appointed  during 
the  recess  cf  the  Senata,  in  place  of  Levi  Woodburj,  deceased.  Xo- 
minatlon  conflrmed  and  appointed  20th  December,  1S51, 
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CLERKS  OF  THE  SUPREME  COUitT  OE  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Jonw  TucKEK,  of  MasSEichasettB,  appoinled  Feb.  3,  1790.     Resigned. 
Sauoel  Bsyakd,  of  Delaware,  do.        Aug.  1,  1791.    Resigned. 

Elias  B.  CiLDWELL,  of  N.  J.  do.        Aug.  15,  1800.     Died. 

William  Gnifi'iiH,  of  N.  J.  do.        Feb.  9,  1826,     Died. 

WillumT.  Cakkoll,  ofD.  C.         do.       Jan,  30, 1837.    Pree't  Inc'u 


MPOKTESS  05  DECISIONS  OF  8UPRE.\IB  COURT  UNITED 
STATES. 


ALEXi.NDEE  J.  Dallas 
William  Ckakch, 
Hekey  Wheatqn, 


789  10  1800,  inolush 


MiN  C.  Howard,         do. 


HiESH.US   OJ  TnE  HKITED  STATES  ATTESDiKT  OS  THE 
SDPEEME  COtST  Of  THE  USITEII  STATES. 


tiiB  DUttkts  were  require 

d  to  alle 

dthe 

sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

umil,  by  the  act  of  9ili  J 

ne,  1794 

the  Marshal  of  the  diatricl  alone  in 

which  the  court  shall  sit 

"as  requ 

red  to 

David  Lemoi,  Marshal  D 

.attended  Jan.  38, 1794  to  Feb.  IfiOl. 

Daniel  Cakeoll  Ekent 

Mar.D. 

C,     ' 

Aug,  3, 1801,  to  Aug.  1808. 

WASHiHaroH  Boyd, 

do. 

Feb.  1, 1808,  to  Aug.  1818. 

Tench  RiNseoLD, 

do. 

Nov.  30, 1818,  to  Aug.  1831. 

llEKRY  ASHTOH, 

do. 

Feb.  4,  1831,  to  Feb.  1S34. 

Aj.eiasdeh  Hunter, 

do. 

March  a,  1934,  lo  Dec.  1848. 

F.obeut  Wallace, 

di>. 

Dec.  6,  ISiS,  to  Deo.  1349. 

RiCilAHD  WiLLACH, 

di>. 

Dec.  4,  1349.    Present  ineu't. 

Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


DISTINGUISHED   INDIVIDUALS 

SEVERAL  HIGH  EXECUTIYE  DEPARTMENTS  OK  OFFICES  OF 
THE  GOVERNMENT, 

From  Ihe  ith  March,  1768,  lolicSd  Mardi,  1351. 

SECRETARIES  OF  STATE. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  of  Virginia.  Nominalioii  confiiined  and 
Bppoinled  36th  September,  1789.     Resigned. 

EDMUND  RANDOLPH,  of  Virginia.  Nomination  confirmed  and  Bp- 
pointed  3d  January,  1794.    Resigned. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING,  of  Pennsylvania.  NDminalion  con&med 
and  appointed  10th  December,  1795.    Removed. 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  of  Virginia.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed  13th  May,  1800.  Appointed  Chief  Justice  Supreme  Court 
3l3t  January,  1801.  Presided  as  Huch  at  February  term,  1601. 
Contmued  lo  act  as  Secretary  of  State  to  3d  March,  1301. 

JAMES  MADISON,  of  Virginia.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed 5tli  March,  I80I.    Became  President  4th  March,  1809. 

ROBERT  SMITH,  of  Maryland.  (Secretary  ofthe  Navy.)  Nomination 
confirmed  and  appointed  6th  March,  1809.  Resigned,  and  James 
Monroe  appointed. 

JAMES  MONROE,  of  Virginia.  Appointed  2d  AprU,  1811,  in  recess 
of  Senate.  Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed  25th  November, 
1811.    Appointed  Secretary  of  War,  37th  September,  1814, 

JAMES  MONROE,  of  Vlreinia.  (Secretary  of  War.)  Nomination  con- 
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firmed  and  appoiiiled  38lh  Febranry,  ISIS.     Beconie  Preaidcni  of 
Ihe  United  Simes  4lh  Match,  1817. 
JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  of  MasBachusetla.    Nomination  confimfd 

and  BppoLnled  5lh  March,  ISn.     Became  President  of  iho  Unilcd 

Slates  4th  March,  ]825. 
HENRY  CLAY,  of  Kentucky.    Nomination  confirniEd  and  appoinird 

7lh  March,  1835.     Resigned. 
MARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  of  New  Yorlt.    Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  6lh  March,  1829,     Resigned,  and  Edward  Livingston 

appointed. 
EDWARD  LIVINGSTON,  of  Louisiana,  appointed  S4th  May,  I8:!l, 

in  recess  of  Senate.    Nomination  coniiiTaed  and  appointed  13ih 

January,  1832. 
LOUIS  McLANE,  of  Delaware.    Appointed  29lh  May,  1833,  in  recess 

of  Senate.     Resigned. 
lOlIN  FORSYTH,  of  Georgia.    Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed 

37th  June,  1834,  in  place  of  Louis  McLane,  resigned. 
DANIEL  WEBSTER,  of  Massachusetts.     Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  5th  March,  1841.     Resigned. 
ABEL  P.  UPSHUR,  of  Virginia,  appointed  Mth  July,  1843,  in  racesa 

of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Daniel  Webster,  resigned.     Nomjnatiou 

confirmed  and  appointed  2d  January,  1844.     (Abel  P.  Upshur  was 

killed  on  aSth  February,  1844,  by  the  bursting  of  a  large  cannon 

on  board  of  the  United  States  steam  frigate  the  Princeton.) 
JOHN  C,  CALHOUN,ofSouth  Carolina.   Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  6th  March,  ]&i4,  in  room  of  Abel  P.  Upshur,  deceased. 
JAMBS  BUCHANAN,  of  Pennsylvania,    Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  5th  March,  1845. 


SECRETARIES  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  of  New  York.  Nomination  confirmed 
and  appointed  IHh  September,  1789.     Resigned. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,iun'r,ofConnectioul.  Nomination  confirmed 
and  appointed  3d  February,  1795.  Resigned,  to  take  efTect  31st 
December,  ISOO. 

SAMUEL  DEXTER,  of  MassacliusottB.  (Secretary  of  War.)  Nomina- 
tion confitmed  and  appointed  Slst  December  1800, 
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January,  1S02.    Supetsedcd  by  appoinlroent  of  George  W.  Camp- 
bell, owing  to  his  protracted  abeence  m  Europe  aa  Public  M  mater 

of  Iha  United  Stnlea 
GEORGE  W.  CAMPBELL     of  TannesBee      Nom  ation  coi  firmed 

and  appointed  9lh   February     1B14      Reii^jncd    and    \leisn  ler 

JamBs  Dullaa  appo  nti-d 
ALEXANDER   JAMES    D\LL4S    of  Pennaylvan  a       Norn  mat  on 

confirmed  ond  appo  nted  6th  O  tober    1814 
WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD    ol  Georgia       4ppoml»d  a'd  O  toher 

1S16,  in  recesB  of  the  toenale      NomLnation  eonliiTncd  and  Bp 

pointed  5'h  March   1817 
RICHARD  RUSH   o:  Pennaylvania      Nomuii  .on  toi  firmed  and  ap 

pointed  7lb  Mirch   1«^5 
SAMUEL    D.    INGHAM    of  Pennsjlvania       Wommaloi   confirmed 

and  appointed  6th  March   1629     Resigned  and  Louis  McLa  e 

appointed. 
LOUIS  McLANE,  of  Delaware     Appimted  August  8th  IS31  in  te 

cesa  of  the  Senate      Nomination  confirmed  and  sppomted  13th 

January,  1832 
WILLIAM  J.  DUANE,  of  Pennsylvania.   Appointed  29lh  May,  1833, 

in  recess  of  the  Senate.     Superseded  by  appo      m  R  g      B 

Taney. 
ROGER  B.  TANEY,  of  Maryland,  appointed  asd      p    mb         8 

recess  of  Senate,  and  continued  until  24th  Jun 
LEVI  WOODBURY,  of  NewHampshire.     Nomin  nfirm  d      d 

appointed  STth  June,  1S34. 
THOMAS  EWiNG,  of  Ohio.     Nomination  confi  m  d       d       po       d 

5:h  March,  1841,     Resigned,  and  W.  Forward    pp  d 

WALTER  FORWARD,ofPennsylvania.     Nomi  fi  d 

appointed  13lh  September,  1841,  in  place  of  Th  m      E      g 

signed. 
JOHN   C.  SPENCER,  of  New  York.    Nomina  fi       d      d 

BppointedSdMarcli,  1843,  in  place  of  Walter  F    w    d        g    d 
GEORGE  M.  BIBB,  of  Kentucky.      Nomination         firm  d 

pointed  !5lh  June,  1844,  in  place  of  Joiin  C.  S  d 

ROBERT  J.  WALKER,  of  Missiasipp'     Nomin  fi  m  d      d 

appointed  5lh  March,  1345. 
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SECRETARIES  OF  WAR. 

HENRY  KNOX,  of  Mcesadliuselts.  Nomination  confirmed  and  iip- 
poinled  !3ih  September,  1789.     Resigned, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING,  of  Pennsylvania.  Nomination  confirmed 
and  appointed,  3d  January,  1795.  Appointed  Secretary  of  Stale 
lOlii  December,  1795. 

JOHN  McHENKY,  of  Maryland.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed 27ili  January,  1796.  Resigned,  to  take  effect  1st  June, 
1800. 

Nor 


SAMUEL  DEXTER,  of  MoBsachusetts.     Nomination  confirmed  aiid 

appointed  13th  May,  1800.     Appointed  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

31st  December,  1800. 
ROGER    GRISWOLD,  Member  of  House  of  Representatives  from 

Connecticut.    Hominalion  confirmed  and  appointed  3d  February, 

1801.    Vacated. 
HENRY  DEARBORN, ofMasaachusetts.   Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  5th  March,  1801. 
WILLIAM  EUSTIS,  of  Massachuaettg.     Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  7lh  March,  1809.     Resigned,  and  John  Armstrong  op- 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  of  New  York.  Nomination  confirmed  and 
appointed  i3th  January,  1613.  Resigned,  and  James  Monroe  ap- 
pointed. 

JAMES  MONROE,  of  Virginia.  (Secretary  of  Stale.)  Nomination 
confirmed  and  appointed  37th  September,  1814.  Appointed  Secre- 
tary of  State  38lh  February,  1815. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD,  of  Georgia.  Nomination  confirmed  and 
appointed  3d  March,  1815.  Appointed  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
22d  October,  1816. 

GEORGE  GRAHAM,  of  Virginia.  Appomted  "ih  April.  1817,  in  re- 
cess of  the  Senate. 

ISAAC  SHELBY,  of  Kentucky.  Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed 
5lh  March,  1817.    Declined  the  appointment. 

JOHN  C.  CALHOUN,  of  South  Carolina.  Appointed  8th  October, 
1817,  in  recsaa  of  the  Senate.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
coimed  15lh  Derembet,  1817. 
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JAMES    BARBODR.    of  Virgmia.     Kominatioii    MufumeJ   and   ap- 

poinled  7th  March,  1S25. 
FETEB.  B.  PORTER,  of  New  York.    Nominmion  coiifii-med  and  ap- 

pointed  36lh  May.  i8S3. 
JOHN   H.  EATON,  of  Tennessee.    Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed 9lh  March,  16S9.    Resigned,  and  Lewis  Cass  appointed. 
LEWIS  CASS,ofOhio.    Appointed  1st  August,  1S31,  in  reeesaoflha 

Senate.    Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed  30ih  December, 

1831.    Appointed  Minister  to  France. 
BENJAMIN    F.   BUTLER,  of  New  York.     Nomlnadon   confirmed 

and  appointed  3d  March,  1E37. 
JOEL  R.  POINSETT.ofSouthCaroUna.   Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  7th  March,  1S37. 
JOHN  BELL,  of  Tennessee.     Nomination  confirmed  and  appointi^d 

5th  March,  1841.    Resigned. 
JOHN  McLEAN,  of  Ohio.    Nominal  ion  confirmed  aud  appomled  13lh 

September,  1841,  in  place  of  John  Bell,  resigned.    Declined  the 

appoinlcnent. 
JOHN  C.  SPENCER,  of  New  York.  Appointed  13th  October,  1841, 

in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  John  McLean,  dechned. 

Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed  20lh  December,  1641. 
JAMES  M.  PORTER,  of  Pennsylvania.    Appointed  Slh  March,  IB43, 

m  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  John  C.  Spencer,  resigned.and 

continued  to  serve  until  30th  January,  1844. 
WILLIAM  WILKINS,  of  Pennsylvania.     Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  15lh  February,  1844. 
WILLIAM  L.  MARCY,  of  New  York.     Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  5fh  March,  1845. 

[Cmliniwi  onpage  404] 


SECRETARIES    OF    THE   NAVY. 

GEORGE  CABOT,  of  Maasachnselts.   Nomination  confirmed  and  ap 

pointed  3d  May,  1798. 
BENJAMIN  STODDEKT,  of  Maryland.    Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  Slet  May,  1798.     Resigned. 
ROBERT  SMITH,  of  Maryland.    Appointed  15th  July,  1801,  in  re 

ceas  of  the  Senate.     Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed  26th 

January,  1803.     Appointed  Attorney  Gtnerjl  2d  March,  I80S. 
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JACOB  CROWNIN  SHIELD,  of  Massachusetts.    Hon 

firmed  and  appointed  Sd  March,  IS05. 
PAUL  HAMILTON,  of  South  Carolina.     Nominalion  coniJraied  and 

appointed  7th  March,  1809.    Resigned,  and  William  Jonea  ap- 

WILLIAM  JONES,  of  Peiinsylrania.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed lath  January,  I8J3.  Kesigned,  and  Benjamm  W.  Crown- 
inshield  appointed. 

BENJAMIN  W.  CROWNINSHIELD,  ofMassachuselts.    Nomina- 

HMITH  THOMPSON,  of  New  York.  Appointed  9th  Novemhi 
1818,  in  recess  of  the  Senate.  Nommalion  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed 30th  November,  1818.     Resigned. 

JOHN  RODGERS.    (President  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Cor 
Appointed  1  at  Seplemb       18>3    "  f  I     '^ 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD       N  w       so     A 

her,  1833,  in  receaa  o         S  N  mm  firm  d  and  ap- 

pointed 9th  Decembe 

JOHN  BRANCH,  of  Nor  h  C  N  mm  nfirm  d  and  ap. 

pointed  9lh  March,  1 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  of  N  w 
in  recess  of  the  Sen 
37lh  December,  1831      R 

MAHLON  DICKERSON       N  N  m  fi       dand 

appointed  30th  June,  R     g    d 

JAMES  K.  PAULDING       NwYkNm  fimdand 

appointed  Mth  June        8  k      IT      fr  m  30  h  838, 

when  M.  Dickerson's  fl 

GEORGE  E.  BADGER,       N  ar  N  m  led 

and  appointed  51h  M      h      8  R      g 

ABEL  P.  UPSHUR,  of  V  gm      N  ted 

13th  September,  184 
DAVID  HENSHAW,  of  tt  A  p        d       h  43, 

THOMAS  W.  GILMER  Nm  fi  d  op- 

pointed  15th  Febnia  y,  ,  m         p  ac         D      d  H  ns  o» ,  re- 

jected by  the  Senate.  (T 
1844,  by  the  bursting  of  a  large  oi 
ali.am-iHgale  Princeton.) 

JOHN   y.  MASON,   of  Virginia.    Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
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pointed   Hth   Mnich,  1S44,  in  place  ol  T   T,\    Gilracr    deccaaed 

Appointed  Attorney  General  6lh  March    lb45 
GEOEGE  BANCROFT,  of  MaEEachu-elti     NommMion  couhrmed 

and  appointed  10th  March,  1845      Re-tgned 
JOHN  Y.  MASON,  of  Virginia.    Appointed  9th  'September   1846  tn 

recesH  of  the  Senate,  in  the  place  ol  George  Bini-rolt  resigned 
n  confirmed  and  appointed  l~th  December  lB4b 

[OnrtinMii  on  pagt  iM] 


POSTMASTER    GENERALS. 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD,  uf  MaBaachuBetla.  Nomination  confirmed  tind 
appoitiled  S;6lh  September,  1789.     Resigned. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING,  of  Pennsylvania-  Appointed  12lh  August, 
179],  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed 7th  November,  1791.  Appointed  1st  June,  1794,  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  under  the  act  of  8lh  May,  1794.  Nomina- 
tion confirmed  and  appointed  ilth  December,  1794.  [Appointed 
(ei  officio)  Commissioner  to  settle  affairs  with  the  Indians,  lat 
March,  1793.]      Appointed  Secretary  of  War  ad  January,  1795. 

JOSEPH  HABERSHAM,  of  Georgia.  Nommation  confirmed  and  ap. 
pointed  S5th  February,  1795.     Resigned. 

GIDEON  GRANGER,  of  Connecticut.  Appointed  aeth  November. 
1801,  in  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  J.  Habersham,  resigned. 
Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed  SGth  January,  1S02. 

RETURN  JONATHAN  MEIGS,jun'r.  (Governor  of  Ohio.)  Nomi- 
nation  confirmed  and  appointed  17lh  March,  1814.    Resigned. 

JOHN  McLEAN,  of  Ohio.  Appointed  26tli  June,  1833.  in  recess  of  the 
Senate.  Nomination  coniirmed  and  appoinled  9th  December, 
1833. 

WILLIAM  T.  BARRY,  of  Kentncky.  Nommation  confirmed  and 
appointed  9th  March,  1839. 

AMOS  KENDALL,  of  Kentucky,  Appointed  Ist  May,  1835.  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate.  Nomination  confirmed  and  appoiniud  15th 
March,  1836. 

JOHN  M.  NILES,  of  Connecticut.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed  on  18th,  to  take  effect  from  a5th  May,  1840. 

FRANCIS  GRANGER,  of  New  York.  Nomination  confirmed  and 
appointed  6lh  March,  1841.    Resigned. 
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CHARLES   ^.,  WICKLIFFE.  of  Kentucky.    Nominal] 
and  appointed  iSlh  Seplember,  1B41.     Resigned. 

CAVE   JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee.    NoniinBlion  coniii 
pointed  5th  March,  1845. 

[Omtiiaud  ™  page  404J 


ATTORNEY    GENERALS. 

EDMUND  RANDOLPH,  of  Virginia.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed 2Blh  September,  1789.  Appointed  Secretaty  of  Stnle  2d 
January,  1794. 

WILLIAM  BRADFORD,  of  Pennsylvania.  Nomination  confirmed 
37th  January,  and  appointed  28th  January,  1794.    Died. 

CHARLES  LEE,  of  Virginia.  Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed 
lOlh  December,  1795.  Appointed  (ei  oiScio)  Commisaioner  to  ad- 
just claims  of  Georgia,  12lh  February,  1800.  Appointed  Cliief 
Judge  of  the  Fourth  Circuit,  &,c,,  30ih  February,  1801. 

THEOPHILUS  PARSONS,  of  Massachusetts.  Nomlnalion  con- 
firmed  and  appointed  30th  February,  ISOl.     Declined  the  appoint 

LEVI  LINCOLN,  of  Massachusetts      Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed 5th  March,  1801      R  d       1805 
ROBERT  SMITH,  of  Maryl    d   N  ra     t  firmdand   pp  mted 

2d  March,  1805. 
JOHN  BEECKBNRIDGE     fK     t    ky     N  h       d    nd 

appointed  93d  Decern b      1805 
CJSSAR  A.  RODNEY,  ot  P        yl  A  fi       d    nd 

appointed  20ih  January  1807      R      g     d 
WILLIAM   PINKNEY,    t  M      I    d      N  m     t  firm  d    nd 

appointed  11th  Decemb       1811 
RICHARD  RUSH,  of  Pen    yl  Nm  nfirm  d      d    p- 

poinled  10th  Pebmnry    1814 
WILLIAM  WIRT,  of  Vifn  App      t  d  13tl  N      mb      1817  in 

recess  of  t!i«  Senate.    N  mm  h  m  d      d    pp     1  d  I5th 

December.  1817. 
JOHN  MACPHERSON  BERRIEN     f  G      "la.    N  m     t       con^ 

firmed  and  appointed      h  HI      1     18  9      R  d 

ROGER  BROOKE  TANEY      t  M    yl    d     App  m    d  20  h  J  ly. 

1831,  in  the  recess  of  i      =i  N  nfi  m  d      d    p- 

pointed  371b  Decemhe      1831 
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BENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER,  of  New  York     Appointed  15ih  Novem- 

ber,  1833,  in  the  recess  of  the  fcenate      Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  24th  June,  IB34      Resigned 
FELIX   GRUNDV,  of  Tennessee     Nomination  confimed  and  ap- 

pointed  7th  July,  1838,  to  tal.e  effect  I't  September,  1838,  when 

resignation  of  B.  F.  Butler  took  efiect     Resigned 
HENRY  D.  GILPIN,  of  Pennsylvama.    Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  10th  January,  1840 
JOHN  J.  CRITTENDEN,  of  Kentucky     Nomination  conlirraed  and 

appointed  5th  March,  lfi41      Resigned 
HUGH  S.  LEGARE,  of  South  Carolina     Nomination  confirmed  and 

appointed  13th  September,  1841       Died 
JOHN  NELSON,  of  Maryland      Appcmied  Isl  July,  1&43    in  the  re 

ceaa  of  the  Senate.  Nomination  confirmed  and  appoinied  Sd  Janu- 
ary, )S44.    Resigned. 
JOHN  Y.  MASON,  of  Virginia.  Nomination  confirmedand  appointed 

5th  March.  1B45.    Resigned.    Appointed  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

9th  September,  1846. 
NATHAN  CLIFFORD,  of  Maine.  Appointed  17th  October,  IS46,  in 

the  recesB  of  the  Senate.     Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed 

2Sd  December,  1846.    Resigned. 
ISAAC  TOUCEY,  of  Connecticut     Nominalion  confirmed  and  appointed 

2lEt  June,  1S48. 

[antinutd  m  fogt  404.] 


SECEETARIES  OE  STATE. 

JOHN  M.  CLAYTON,  of  Delaware.  Nomination  ooaQrmed  and  appointed 
Jill  Marct,  1949.     Resigned. 

DANIEL  WEBSTER,  of  HaEsachuaetta.  Nominadoc  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed HOtii  July,  1850.     Died. 

EDWARD  EVERETT,  of  MassaobuaetfB.  Nominaaon  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed 9lh  December,  1862. 

SECRETARIES  OP  THE  TREASURY. 

WILLIAM   MORRIS   MEREDITH,  of  Pennaylvania.     Kominatjon  con- 
firmed and  appointfid  7th  March,  1849.     Eesigned. 
THOMAS   CORWIK,  of  Ohio.     Komination  confirmed  and  appoinled  20lh 
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SECRETARIES  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

mOMAS  BWISG,  of  Ohio.     Nominated  and  eonfirmed  Tth  Marob,  IS49. 

Beeigned. 
JAMES  A.  PEARCB,  of  Maiylnud.    Nominalion  confirmed  and  appointed 

20tli  Julj,  1850.     Declined  accepting, 
inOMAS  M.  T.  McKENNAK,  of  PennBylynnia.     Semination  eonflrmed 

and  appointed  IStli  August,  1350.    Resigned. 
ALBXAHDER  H.  H.  STUART,  of  Virginia.     Nomination  conBrmod  and 

appointed  IStli  September,  1860. 

SECRETARIES  OF  WAR. 

GBOaOE  W.  CRAWFOKD,  of  Georgia.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed rih  March,  18i9.    Resigned. 

EDWARD  BATES,  of  Missouri.  Nomination  confirmed  nnd  appointed 
20th  July,  1350.    Daclined  aooepiing. 

CHARLES  M.  CONRAD,  of  Loniaiano.  Nomination  eonfirmed  and  ap- 
pointed 15th  August,  1850. 

SECRETARIES  OF  THE  NAVY. 

WILLLAM  BALLARD  PRESTON,  of  Virginia.     Nomination  confirmed 

Ith  March,  1849.     Resigned. 
WILLIAM  A.  GRAHAM,  of  North  Carolina.     Nominiition  confirmed  and 

appointed  20th  July,  1860.     Resigned. 
JOHN  P,  KENNEDY,  of  Morjland.    Nomination  confirmed  and  appointed 

22d  July,  1852. 

ATTORNEY  GENERALS. 

REVERDY  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland.  Nominated  and  oonllrmed  Tlh 
March,  1849.     Resigned. 

JOHN  J.  CRITTENDEN,  of  Kentucky.  Nomination  confirmed  and  ap- 
pointed 20th  July,  1S50. 

POSTMASTER  GENERALS. 

JACOB  COLLAMER,  of  Vermont.    Nominated  and  conlinned  Tth  March. 

IS  19.     Resigned. 
NATHAN   K,  HALL,  of  NcTi  York.    Nomination  eonfirmed  and  appointed 

20tb  July,  1850.     Resigned. 
SAMUEL   D.  HUBBARD,  of  Connecticut      Nominniion   confirmed  and 

appointed  Blst  August,  1852. 
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CHAPTER  10. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Chronological  statement  of  the  formation  of  the  govern- 
ments of  the  several  States;  of  their  becoming  members 
of  the  Union  by  their  adoption  or  ratification  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  or  by  their  admission  as 
States  since  the  establishment  of  the  Constitution  ;  with 
a  particular  account  of  the  progress  of  each  of  the  lat- 
ter, either  from  the  condition  of  territorialdependencies, 
or  independent  governments,  to  the  rank  of  States. 

Monday,  SEfTEMHEE  5, 1774. 
A  number  of  Delegates,  chosen  and  appoinled  by  the  several  Colonies 


Tuesday,  Septembek  6,  1774. 
Resolved,  That  in  determining  questions  in  this  Congress,  each  Co- 
lony or  Province  shall   have  one  vote— The  Congress  not  being  pos- 
Bessed  of,  or  at  present  able  to  procure  proper  materiEla  for  aacertainmg 
the  importance  of  each  Colony. 

[This  principle  was  confirmed  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation  which 
declared  that,  "In  determining  questions  m  the  United  States,  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  each  State  shall  have  one  vote."  And  thoy  further 
declared  that  certain  enumerated  powers  should  never  be  determined 
by  Congress,  "unless  nine  Slates  assent  to  the  same  :  nor  shall  a  quea 
lion  on  any  other  pomt,  except  for  adjourning  fi-ora  day  to  day,  be  deter- 
mined, unless  by  the  voles  of  a  majority  of  the  United  States  inCongreaa 
assembled." — These  extracts  show  the  relative  authority  or  imporlanue 
of  the  several  Slates  in  the  eserciae  of  the  sovereign  power  under  the 
Confederation.] 

Tuesday,  July  3,  1776. 

Besolved,  That  these  United  Colonies  are,  and,  of 

right,  ought  to  be.  Free  and  Independent  States ;  that 
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ftey  are  absolved  from  all  allegiance  fo  the  British  crown, 
and  that  all  political  connexion  between  them,  and  the 
State  of  Great  Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dis- 
solved. 

TnciiEDiY.  July  4,  177G. 

Tlie  Congreaa  Bgreed  to  A  Dgclaeatiok  of  IhdepehdekCe  ev  ihk 

Repeeseniatites  ne  the  Ubiied   States  of  America,  in  ConGbess 

ASSEMBLED,  to  be  signed  by  the  members  from  ihe  aeveral  Statea,  which 

will  be  found  in  this  volume. 

Monday,  September  9,  1776. 
Seselved,  Thai  in  all  continental  conraiisBions,  and  other  inalruments, 
where,  heretofore,  ihe  words    "United  Colonies"  have  been  used,  tlie 
BlylB  be  altered,  for  the  future,  lo  the  United  States. 

SaTDBEAT,  NOVEMHER  15.  1777. 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  and  perpetual  Union  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America  were  agreed  to  by  the  Delegates  of  the  thirteen 
original  Slates  in  Congress  assembled,  subject  to  the  ratiiication 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States. 

These  artielcs  were  ratified  by  8  Slates  on  the    9t!i  July,  1778. 

Ditto.     .•...!  State     .     .      Slst  July,  1778. 

Ditto 1  State  .    .    .  34th  July,  1778. 

Ditto 1  State     .     .     26th  Nov.  1779. 

Ditto 1  Slate  .     .     .  a3d  Feb.,  1773. 

Ditto 1  Stiite     .     .      lstMarch,178l. 

The  ratification  was  therefore  completed  on  the  Ist  March,  1781,* 
the  articles  being  dated  the  9th  July,  1778,  and  this  completed  the 
bond  ijf  union  of  the  thirteen  original  Stales,  whose  delegates  as- 
sembled in  Congress  continued  to  legislate  and  execute  the  powers 
of  the  United  States  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation  until  tlie 
4th  March,  17S9,  when,  by  their  reaolation  of  the  13th  September, 
1788,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  also  adopted  and  rati- 
fied by  the  people  of  the  said  original  States,  went  into  operation, 

•VidB  Ihe  notes  undft"  Ohio' for  Ihe  cause  gf  IhcadayontheparlofMBry- 
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forming  thereby  a  more  perfect  Union  of  the   People  for  the 

GoTERNMENT  OF  THE  TJnITEO  StATES  OF  AMERICA. 

The  thirteen  original  States  that  formed  and  confirmed 
tlie  Union  by  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  are  as  fol- 
lows;— 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

FAibtsced  under  tha  charier.*  of  MaBsschuBells,  and  conlinued  tinder  the  lame 

jurtiaiclion  unlil  Seplomber  IS,  ISTS,  when  a  sepsrale  choner  and  governmenl 

was  granled.    A  ConaUiution  was  fgrmeil  pn  January  S,  1776,  which  was  allered 

in  1784,  mfl  was  liirlher  altered  and  amended  pn  Fahraar;  13,  1792. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


of  the  United  Slates,  Fcbinaij  6,  ITSa 

RHODE  ISLAND, 
rtera  of  Massachusells,  and  eontinued  undei 

Llilulipn  was  formed  iii  Sepleraber,  1892, 
of  the  United  Slates,  May  39, 1780. 


NEW  YORK. 


■cist  amended  on  October  27,  1801,  and  farther  amended  November  10,  IWl. 
A  new  Cpnslilalipn  was  farmed  in  1846. 
Hatiaed  the  ConatilutiDn  of  Itae  United  Stslei,  July  OS,  1788. 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Held  under  same  grants  as  New  York  i  leparaled  into  East  and  Weal  Jersey 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 


DELAWARE, 
harler,  and  continued  undei 
atlon  of  a  Conslimiion  on  Sepi 


MARYLAND. 
Chnnercdao  June  20, 1632;  formed  a  Conslilulion  Aujnst  14,  IT'S,  which  wa» 
amended  in  1795  and  1799,  and  funher  amended  in  November,  1813. 
Ratifled  llie  ConaUlulion  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  April  SB,  1788. 

VIRGINIA. 
Chadtred  April  10, 1605,  May  23,1009,  and  Mareh  IB,  lOlii  formed  aConJIi- 

Ralified  the  Conslllulion  of  the  UiiLled  Slates,  June  m,  1783. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Charlered  In  Match  20, 18153,  and  June  30,  ISOSi  formed  a  Consliluiion,  Detem- 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Embraced  in  the  ohnrlera  of  Catolma  or  Notih  Carolina,  from  which  il  was 
leparaled  in  17Sfli  formed  a  Coiislilulion  March  28,  1770,  which  was  amended 
on  March  19, 1778,  and  June  3, 1790, 

Katifiad  the  Conililulion  of  the  United  Slales,  Hay  23. 17BB. 

GEORGIA. 

cond  in  1785,  and  a  third  on  May  30. 17»8. 
Ratified  (he  Conalitulion  of  the  United  Stales,  January  2, 1763. 

The  privilege  of  becoming  membera  of  the  American  Union  by 
the  mere  ratification  of  the  Constitntion,  was  reserved  to  those 
States  alone  that  were  parties  to  the  previous  confederation  and 
the  compact  or  convention  by  wliich  liie  Constitution  was  formed. 
The  ratification  of  nine  States  being  sufficient  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Constitution;  and,  il  having  been  ratified  by  eleven 
Stales,  it  was  determined  by  Congress,  on  the  I3th  September, 
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1788,  nader  the  resolutions  o 

tion  had  been  established,  and 

the  first  Wednesday  (4th  day)        IV  — 

pears  that  two  of  the  Stales  C 

after  its  establishment,  yet  t    y  w  re  w    lat^ 

requiring  particular  forms  of  rs 

Representatives,  as  provided 

Constitution,  were  admitted  i    C     or  p         la 

their  authenticated  forma  of  ra   fica  wa  red 

sary,  however,  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  passed  previoQS 

to  their  accession  should  be  extended  to  them  by  special  acts. 

The  Union  haring  been  thus  completed,  and  its  Constitution 
and  government  established,  the  United  States  under  the  3d  section 
of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  reserved  to  themselves,  in 
Congress  assembled,  the  right  and  the  power  to  admit  new  States, 
by  declaring  that  "  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  Union;"  and,  as  the  4th  section  of  the  same  article  re- 
quires, that "  The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  Slate  in 
this  Union  a  Republican  form  of  government,"  it  has  in  practice 
heen  deemed  a  pre-requisite  that  the  people  proposing  to  form  a  new 
State  be  authorized  by  law  to  form  a  Constitution,  to  be  submitted 
to  Congress,  to  enable  that  body  to  judge  of  its  Republican  cha- 
racter, before  proceeding  to  exercise  that  high  and  sovereign  power 
nf  admitting  a  distinct  communily  of  people  to  the  inestimable 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  secured  by  the  organization  of  a 
State  government, — and  upon  an  equal  footing,  in  all  respects 
whatsoever,  with  those  States  (hat  jointly  achieved  the  independ- 
ence of  the  country,  and  which,  together  with  those  thai  have  be- 
come members  of  the  Union  since  that  eventful  period,  have  borno 
the  hardships,  trials,  and  difBcullies,  both  internal  and  osternal, 
through  which  the  nation  has  passed,  and  which  have  secured  the 
stability,  power,  and  happiness  of  the  country. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  declares,  that  "  new  States 
may  he  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union;  hut  no  new 
State  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other 
State,  nor  any  State  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more 
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Stales,  or  parts  of  Slates,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislatures  of 
the  Slates  coneerned  as  well  as  of  the  Congress." 

Upon  this  clause,  James  Madison,  in  the  "  Federalist,"  maltes 
the  following  remarlis : — 

"Infhe  arficles  of  Confederation,  no  provision  is  found  on  this  im- 
portant subject.  CEUiada  was  to  be  admitted  of  right,  on  her  joining  in 
the  measnrea  of  the  United  States;  and  the  other  coimsies,  by  which  were 
evidently  meant,  the  other  British  Colonies,  at  the  diacietion  of  nine 
Stales.  The  eventual  eslabliahment  of  new  States  eeems  to  have  been 
overlooked  by  the  compilers  of  that  instrument.  We  liave  seen  the  in- 
convenience of  this  omission,  and  the  assumption  of  power  into  which 
Congress  have  been  led  by  it.  With  great  propriety,  therefore,  has  the 
new  system  supplied  the  defect.  The  general  precaution,  thai  no  new 
State  shall  be  formed  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Federal  authority, 
and  that  of  the  States  concerned,  is  consonant  to  the  principles  which 
onght  to  govern  such  iransactiona.  The  particular  precaution  against 
llie  erection  of  new  States,  by  the  partition  of  a  Stale  without  its  con- 
sent, quiets  the  jealousy  of  the  larger  States ;  as  that  of  the  smaller  is 
quieted  by  a  like  precaution,  against  a  junction  of  States  without  their 


The  Constitution  also  declarps  that  "the  Congress  shall  have 
power  tc  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  re- 
specting the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
Slates ;  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  Stales,  or  of  any  particular 
Sl<ite." 

Under  this  clause,  Congress  exercises  the  power  of  creating 
territorial  governments,  which  in  process  of  time,  by  the  increase 
of  population  and  other  concurrent  causes,  apply,  on  behalf  of  the 
people,  for  authority  to  form  constitutions  and  stale  governments, 
with  a  view  to  admission  into  the  Union,  at  a  future  period,  and  it 
is  for  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  exercise  of  their  high 
constilutional  powers,  and  under  the  solemn  responsibilities  imposed 
upon  them  as  guardians  of  the  rights  and  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
Union,  to  judge  of  the  expediency  and  tlie  time  of  admitting  thepeo- 
pk  who  may  have  become  inhabitants  of  such  territories,  to  all  the 
peculiar  and  inestimable  rights,  privileges,  and  ti 
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dtizem  of  one  of  the  Uniti;d  SOks  of  America.     Mr.  Miidiso 
marks  upon  this  point  that, 

■'  This  ia  a  power  of  very  great  importance,  and  required  by  conaidera- 
tions  aimilai  lo  thoso  which  show  the  propriety  of  ihe  former.     The 
proviso    annexed  ia  very  proper  in  itaelf,  and  was  probably  renden 
abaolutely  neceasary  by  jealouaiee  and  (jueslions  concerning  the  wesle 
territory  eufficiently  known  to  the  public." 

But  the  Constitution  requires  that  "  The  United  States  sha 
guarantee  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  Republican  Form  of  Go- 
vernment, and  shall  protect  eaeh  of  them  against  Inrasion;  and  on 
Application  of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  Esecutirfl,  (when  the 
Legislature  cannot  be  convened,)  against  domestic  Violence."  And, 
upon  this  clause,  Mr.  Madison  has  expressed  in  the  "  Federalist" 
the  fallowing  wise  and  just  sentiments : 

"  In  a  Confederacy  founded  on  republican  principlea,  and  composed  o 
republican  membera,  the  superintending  government  ongbt  clearly  I 
possBsa  authority  to  defend  the  system  against  aristocratic  or  monarchies 
innovations.  The  more  intimate  the  nature  of  such  a  Union  may  bd 
the  greater  mtereat  have  the  members  in  the  political  inatilutions  of  each 
other ;  and  the  greater  right  to  insist,  that  the  forms  of  government  under 
which  the  compact  was  entered  into,  should  be  subslaiuially  maintained. 

"But  a  right  implies  a  remedy;  and  where  else  could  the  r 
be  deposited,  than  where  it  ia  deposited  by  the  Constitution?  Govern- 
ments of  dissimilar  principles  and  forma  have  been  found  leas  adapted  to 
a  federal  coalition  of  any  sort  than  those  of  a  kindred  nature.  '  As  the 
confederate  republic  of  Germany,'  says  Montesquieu,  '  consists  of  free 
cities  and  petty  States,  snbject  to  different  princes,  esperience  ahowf 
that  it  ia  more  imperfect  than  that  of  Holland  and  Switierland  '  '  Gn 
was  undone,'  he  adds,  '  as  soon  as  the  king  of  Macedon  obtamed  ^ 
among  the  Amphictyons.'  In  the  latter  case,  no  doubt  the  dispropor 
tionate  force,  aa  well  as  the  monarchical  form  of  the  new  contederate, 
had  its  share  of  influence  on  the  events. 

"  It  may  possibly  be  asked,  what  need  there  could  be  of  such  a  pie 

State  govemraenta,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Stales  tl  emtelves 
These  questions  admit  of  ready  answers.  If  the  mterpotition  of  the 
General  Government  should  not  be  needed,  the  pronsion  lor  such  an 
event  will  be  a  harmless  superfluity  only  in  the  Const  tut  nn  Butwho 
con  say  what  experiments  may  be  produced  by  the  c^irce  of  particular 
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Siates,  by  the  ambilion  of  entetpriEing  leadera,  or  by  the  intrigues  and 
influence  of  foreign  powers  ? 

"  To  the  Eeoond  question  it  may  be  answered,  that  if  the  General  Go- 
vernment should  interpoHB  by  virtue  of  tliis  ConBtitational  authority,  it 
will  be  of  couree  bound  lo  pursue  the  authority.  But  the  authority  ex- 
lends  no  farther  than  to  a  gitaraKiee  of  a  republican  form  of  goTemmfnt, 
which  Bupposea  a  pre-esisting  government  of  the  form  which  is  to  be 
guarantied.  As  long  therefore  as  the  existing  republican  forma  are  con- 
tinued by  the  States,  they  are  guarantied  by  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Whenever  the  States  may  choose  to  substitute  other  republican  forms, 
they  have  a  tight  lo  do  eo,  and  to  chim  the  Federal  guarantee  for  the 
latter.  The  only  restriction  imposed  on  them  is,  that  they  shall  not  ei- 
change  republican  for  anfi-tepublican  constitutions;  a  restriction  which, 
it  is  presumed,  will  hardly  be  considered  as  a  grievance." 


IBE  "NEW  STATES," 


VERMONT, 

ifthe  territory  of  New  Yorl 

£,  with  the  C01 

isenlofiuLegii- 

b6,lJ90.  (Vide  Journal  Sen 

ate  of  the  Uni 

lea  Slates,  Feb. », 

,  p,  413.)  AppUca- 

!S  for  admlBS 

adelphia,  Feb.  9, 1791,  a  a 

inslimiion  ha 

ving  been  formed 

laio  effeol,  1. «-,  "  shall  be  received  and  admilied,"  c 
EQlilledlotwoKepreaemativesby  actofCongres 
An  BQt  giving  effect  lo  laws  of  Ihe  Umled  Stalei 

ITOl,  approved  Match  8, 1791. 

KENTUCKY, 


be  U  nil 


lived,  Deo. ».  1790.    (See  J 
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{So  acl  giving  effect  to  liras  of  thpOnited  Slates  in  Kentucky.) 

A  wpj  of  lie  constitution  ibnned  for  thB  State  of  Eentuckj  laid  letoie  Congreas 

TENNESSEE, 

Carolina,  Feb.  25,  liftO,  and  acceptod  by  Bet  of  CongreaH  of  April  2,  1!90,  An  act  fcl 
the  goyeroment  of  tt«  territory  of  tbe  United  SUtes  south  of  tte  riyer  Oblo,  was 
approved  2Q  May,  1790.  S4Q  alw  aet  el  3  U&y,  17^.  7be  people  of  Ujat  territory 
formed  fc  couTentioii,  adopted  »  eonstLtnUon  on  Feb.  6,  ITSe,  ana  applied  for  admls- 
rion.  (Tide  Journal  HoDse  of  JUproBentativea,  April  8,  and  Senate  Journal,  April  11* 

*'  an  act  fOr  tbo  admlsBlon  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  into  the  Union  was  passed  and 
iroyed  February  19, 17M.    (Xhia  last  act  alvided 

OHIO, 

-[llory  uorth-west  of  Ihe  titer  Ohio,  which  was 


tha  said  people  baying,  on  Novemlier  HO,  180%,  csmphed  with  uic  set  of 
Conf^e"",  of  April  30, 1S0%  whereby  the  Eud  State  became  one  of  theUnltM  States, 


of  April  SO,  1802,  was  pa 
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^ORTil- WESTERN    A 

OHIO  being  the  first  State  formed  out  of  the  territory 
north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  admitted  into  the  Union, 
it  is  deemed  proper  to  insert  here  the  circumstances  and 
fects  which  led  to  the  cession  of  that  territory,  and  the 
principles  agreed  upon  and  established  for  the  rule  of  its 
future  government,  which  will  apply  equally  to  the  other 
States  formed  out  of  this  territory. 

Preliminary  to  the  "  Ordinance  for  tlie  government  of  the  Terrl- 
tDtj  of  tlie  United  States  noith-wesl  of  the  river  Ohio,  it  may  he 
proper  to  refer  to  the  acts  and  proceedings  which  led  to  the  cession 
of  this  and  other  territory  to  the  United  Stales  by  individual  States; 
to  the  acts  of  cession  themselves,  and  bD  other  acts  having  a  direct 
bearing  upon  this  interesting  subject. 

Tlie  attention  of  the  whole  country  appears  to  have  Leen  first 
drawn  to  the  subject,  in  a  foroihie  manner,  by  the  decided  stand 
taken  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  during  the  discussion  in  the  Con- 
gress upon  the  objections  of  certain  Slates  tc  the  articles  of  Con- 
federation, in  June,  1778.  That  State  proposed,  on  the  23d  June, 
1778,  and  afterwards  insisted,  that  Ae  boundaries  of  each  of  the 
Stales,  as  claimed  to  extend  to  the  river  Mississippi,  or  South  Sea, 
should  he  ascertained  and  restricted,  and  that  the  property  in  the 
soil  of  the  western  territories  be  held  for  tlie  common  benefit  of  all 
the  States.  From  that  time  until  2d  February,  1781,  the  State  of 
Maryland  refused  to  accede  to  the  articles  of  Confederation,  incon- 
sequence of  having  failed  to  obtain  an  amendment  upon  that  point, 
against  which  course  Virginia  had  remonstrated. 

On  the  35th  November,  1778,  the  act  of  New  Jersey  for  ratify- 
ing the  articles  of  Confederation  was  presented,  in  which  this  and 
other  ditliculties  were  referred  to ;  but  their  delegates  were  directed 
to  sign  those  articles,  "  in  the  firm  reliance  that  the  candour  and 
justice  of  the  several  Slates  will,  in  due  time,  remove  as  far  as 
possible  the  inequality  which  now  subsists." 

The  delegate  from  Delaware  having  signed  the  articles  of  Con- 
lederation  on  the  22d  February,  1779,  presented  on  the  33d  sundry 
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resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  tliat  Slate,  among  wliich 
were  the  following : 

"  JSejoferf,  That  this  Stale  thinks  it  necessary,  for  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  States  to  be  included  in  the  Union,  that  a  moderate 
extent  of  limila  should  be  assigned  for  such  of  those  States  as 
claim  to  the  Mississippi  or  South  Sea ;  and  that  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  should,  and  ought  to  have  the  power  of 
fixing  their  western  limits." 

"Besohied,  Tiiat  this  Slate  consider  themselves  justly  entitled  to 
a  right,  in  common  with  the  members  of  the  Union,  to  that  exlen- 
eive  tract  of  country  which  lies  westward  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
Uniled  States,  the  property  of  which  was  not  vested  in,  or  granted 
to,  individuals  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  war; — That  the 
same  hath  heen,  or  may  be,  gained  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
or  the  native  Indians,  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  all,  and  ought 
therefore  to  be  a  common  estate,  to  be  granted  out  on  terms  bene- 
ficial to  the  Uniled  States." 

Upon  which  Congress  passed  the  following  resolution  on  Iha 
said  S3d  February,  1779,  eight  Stales  voting  in  favor,  and  three 
against  the  same,  viz. : 

"Besohed,  That  the  paper  laid  before  Congress  by  the  delegate 
from  Delaware,  and  read,  he  filed;  provided,  that  it  shall  never  be 
considered  as  admitting  any  claim  by  the  same  set  up  or  intended 

On  the  SIst  May,  1779,  the  delegates  from  Maryland  laid  before 
Congress  the  following  instructions  received  by  them ; 

Insiroctions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  to  George  Pkler, 
William  Paca,  William  CatmichaBl,  John  Henry.  James  Forbes,  and 
Daniel  of  St.  Thtimas  Jenifer,  eaqniroa. 
Gentlaain! 

Having  conferred  Bpon  you  a  trust  of  ihe  highest  nature,  it  is  evident 
we  place  great  confidence  in  your  integrily,  abililiee,  and  zeal  to  promoto 
the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  the  particular  interest  of 
this  Slate,  where  the  laller  is  not  incompatible  with  the  former ;  but,  lo 
add  greater  weight  to  your  proceediiigg  in  Congress,  and  take  away  au 
Buapicion  that  the  opinions  you  there  deliver,  and  the  votes  you 
give,   may   be   ihe   mere  opinions  of  individuals,  and  not  resulling 
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frtm  vour  knowledge  of  the  Eense  and  deUI  erite  jiid^inenl  of  (he 
■^tate  jou  represent  ne  thmk  it  our  duty  10  inalnict  as  foilo«eih 
on   ihf   Bibjei-I    of  the    Confederation— a   subject   in   nhich,    unfoMu 

d  iiBion  of  aentiments  among  ihp  several  States  compos  ng  the  Union 
We  say  a  supposed  difference  of  interests ,  for  if  loctl  attachments  and 
prejudices  and  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  individuais  would  give  Ka? 
1o  the  dictates  of  a  sound  policy,  founded  on  the  principles  of  justice, 
(and  no  other  policy  but  what  Is  founded  on  those  immatable  priociplea 
deserves  to  be  called  sound,)  we  flatter  ourselvefl  this  apparent  diversity 
of  interests  would  soon  vanish,  and  all  the  Stales  would  confederale  on 
terms  mutually  advantageous  to  all ;  for  they  would  then  perceive  that 
no  other  confederation  than  one  so  formed  can  be  lasting,  Although  the 
pressure  of  immediate  calamrlres,  the  dread  of  their  continuance  from 
the  appearance  of  disunion,  and  some  other  peculiar  circumatances,  may 
have  induced  some  Slates  to  accede  to  iho  present  Confederation,  con- 
trary to  their  own  interests  and  judgments,  it  requires  no  great  share  of 
foresight  to  predict,  that,  when  those  causes  cease  to  operate,  the  Slatea 
which  have  thus  acceded  to  the  Confederation  will  consider  it  as  no 
longer  binding,  and  will  eagerly  embrace  ihe  first  occasion  of  asserting 
their  just  righis,  and  securing  their  independence.  Is  it  possible  that 
those  Slates  who  are  ambitiously  grasping  at  territories  to  which,  in  our 
judgment,  ih^y  have  not  the  least  shadow  of  exclusive  right,  will  use 
with  greater  moderation  the  increase  of  wealth  and  power  derived  from 
those  territories,  when  acquired,  than  what  they  have  displayed  in  their 
endeavors  to  acquire  them?  We  think  not.  We  are  convinced  the 
same  spirit  which  hath  prompted  them  to  insist  on  a  claim  so  extrava- 
gant, so  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  justice,  so  incompatible  with  the 
general  welfare  of  all  the  Stales,  will  urga  them  on  to  add  oppression  to 
injustice.  If  they  should  not  be  incited  by  a  superiority  of  wealth  and 
Flrength  to  oppress  by  open  force  their  less  wealihy  and  less  powerful 
neighbors,  yel  depopalation,  and  consequently  the  impoverishment  of 
those  States,  will  necessarily  follow,  which,  by  an  unfair  construction  of 
Ihe  Confederation,  may  be  stripped  of  a  common  interest,  and  the  com- 
mon benefits  derivable  from  the  western  country.  Suppose,  for  instance, 
Virginia  indisputably  possessed  of  the  extensive  and  fertile  country  to 
which  she  has  set  up  a  claim  -.  what  would  be  the  probable  conseqtionoes 
to  Maryland  of  such  an  undisturbed  and  undisputed  possession  1  They 
cannot  escape  the  least  discerning. 
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and,  in  proportion  to  the  sums  arising  from  sucli  salee,  would  be  enabled 
lo  laHsen  her  laxea.  Lands  comparatively  ciieap,  and  tnsea  compara- 
tively low.  wilh  the  lands  and  tases  of  an  adjacent  State,  would  quickly 
drain  the  State  thua  diaadvantageously  circumstanced  of  ita  most  useful 
inhabitants :  its  wealth,  and  its  consequence  in  the  scale  of  the  confede- 
rated States,  would  aink,  of  course,  A  clum  so  injurious  to  more  than 
one-half,  if  not  to  the  whole  of  the  United  Slates,  ought  to  be  aupported  by 
the  cieareat  evidence  of  the  right.  Yet  what  evidences  of  that  right  have 
been  produced  J  What  argumenta  alleged  in  support  either  of  the  evidence 
or  the  right  t  None  that  we  have  heard  of  deserving  a  serious  refutation. 
It  has  been  said,  that  some  of  the  delegates  of  a  neighboring  Stats 
have  declared  their  opinion  of  the  impracticability  of  governing  the  es- 
tenaive  dominion  claimed  by  that  State.  Hence  also  the  necessity  waa 
admitted  of  dividing  ila  territory,  and  erecting  a  new  State,  under  tha 
auspices  and  direction  of  the  elder,  from  whom,  no  doubt,  it  would  re 
ceive  its  form  of  government,  lo  whom  it  would  bo  bound  by  some  alii 
ance  or  confederacy,  and  by  whose  councils  it  woulji  be  influenced.  Such 
a  measure,  if  ever  attempted,  woald  certMtily  be  opposed  by  the  other 
Slates  as  mconaifltent  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  proposed  Confede- 
ration. Should  it  take  place  by  establishing  a  sub- confederacy,  impe- 
rium  in  imperio,  the  State  possessed  of  this  extensive  dominion  must 
then  either  submit  to  all  the  inconveniences  of  an  overgrown  and  un- 
wieldy  government,  or  suffer  the  authority  of  Congress  to  interpose,  at  a 
future  time,  and  to  lop  off  a  part  of  its  territory,  to  be  erected  into  a  new 
and  free  State,  and  admitted  into  a  confederation  on  such  conditions  as 
shall  be  settled  by  nine  States,  If  it  is  neceasary,  for  the  happiness  and 
tranquillity  of  a  State  thus  overgrown,  that  Congress  should  hereafter 
interfere  and  divide  ita  territory,  why  is  the  claim  to  that  territory  now 
made,  and  so  pertinaciously  insisted  on  f  We  can  suggest  to  ouraelvea 
but  two  motives :  either  the  declaration  of  relinquishing,  at  some  future 
period,  a  proportion  of  the  country  now  contended  for,  was  made  to  lull 
suspicion  asleep,  and  to  cover  the  designs  of  a  secret  ambition,  or,  if  the 
thought  waa  serioualy  entertained,  the  lands  are  now  claimed  to  reap  an 
immediale  profit  from  the  sale.  We  are  convinced,  policy  and  juslice  re- 
quire that  a  country  unsettled  at  the  commencement  of  thia  war. 
claimed  by  the  Britiah  crown,  and  ceded  to  it  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  if 
wrested  from  the  common  enemy  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  (he  thir- 
teen States,  should  be  considered  as  a  common  property,  subject  to  be 
parcelled  out  by  Congress  into  free,  convenient,  and  independent  govern- 
ments, in  such  manner  and  at  such  times  as  the  wisdom  of  that  assembly 
shall  herealler  direct. 
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Thus  convinced,  we  should  betray  ihe  (rasl  reposed  in  ua  b^  onr  con- 
s'iluenta,  were  we  to  authorize  you  lo  ratify  On  their  behaJf  the  Confede- 
ration, unless  it  bo  farther  eiploined.  We  hare  coolly  and  dispaasLon- 
Blely  considered  the  subject  J  we  have  weighed  probable  inconveniencea 
and  hardships,  against  the  sacrifice  of  just  and  essential  rights  ;  and  do 
instruct  you  not  to  agree  lo  the  Confederation,  unless  an  article  or  articles 
be  added  thereto  in  conformity  with  our  declaration.  Should  we  succeed 
in  obtaining  such  article  or  articlea,  then  you  are  hereby  fully  empowered 
to  accede  to  the  Confederation. 

That  these  our  aentiments  respecting  our  Confederation  may  be  more 
publicly  known,  and  more  explicitly  and  concisely  declared,  we  have 
drawn  up  the  annexed  declaration,  which  we  instruct  you  to  lay  before 
Congress,  to  have  it  printed,  and  lo  deliver  to  each  of  the  delegales  of 
the  other  States  in  Congress  assembled,  copies  thereof,  signed  by  your- 
selves, or  by  such  of  you  as  may  be  pteaenl  at  the  time  of  delivery  ;  to 
the  intent  and  purpose  ihat  the  copies  aforesaid  may  be  communicated  to 
our  brethren  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  contents  of  the  said  declara- 
tion taken  into  their  serious  and  candid  consideration. 

Also  we  desire  and  instruct  you  to  move,  at  a  proper  time,  that  Ihesa 
instructions  be  read  to  Congress  by  their  secretary,  and  entered  on  tha 
journals  of  Congress. 

We  have  spoken  with  freedom,  as  becomes  freemen;  and  we  sin- 
cerely wish  that  these  our  representations  may  make  such  an  impression 
on  that  assembly  as  to  induce  ihem  to  make  such  addition  to  the  Articlea 
of  Confederation  as  may  bring  about  a  permanent  nnion. 

A  true  copy  from  the  proceeding  of  December  15,  1778. 

Test;  T.  DUCKETT,  C.H.D. 

On  the  30th  October,  1779,  Congress,  by  a  vote  of  eight  Stales 
to  three,  and  one  being  divided,  passed  the  following : 

Whereas  the  appropriation  of  vacant  lands  by  the  several  States, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  Con- 
gress, be  attended  with  great  mischiefs  :  therefore, 

Besohed,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia io  reconsider  their  late  act  of  Assembly  for  opening  their  land 
office ;  and  that  It  be  recommended  to  the  said  State,  and  all  other 
States  similarly  circumstanced,  to  forbear  settling  or  issuing  wa> 
rants  for  unappropriated  lands,  or  granting  the  same  during  the  oon- 
titiuance  of  the  present  war. 

On  &e  7^  March,  1780,  the  delegates  from  New  York  preaeuted 
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the  following-  act,  (whicn  was  fally  carried  into  elFeet  by  said  dele- 
gates in  Congress  on  1st  March,  1781 :) 

AN  ACT  to  facilitate  the  completion  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
and  perpetual  Union  among  the  United  States  of  America. 

Whereafl  nothing  under  divine  Providence  can  more  effectuallj'  con- 
tribute to  the  tranquillity  and  safety  of  the  United  States  of  America 
than  a  federal  alliance,  on  such  liberal  principles  as  will  give  eatiefactlon 
to  its  respective  members :  And  whereas  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
and  perpetual  Union  recommended  by  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Slates  of  America  have  not  proved  acceptable  to  all  the  Slates, 
it  having  been  conceived  that  a  portion  of  the  waste  and  uncultivated 
territory  within  the  limits  or  olairoa  of  certmn  States  ought  to  be  appro- 
priated as  a  common  fund  for  the  eipensee  of  the  war :  And  the  people 
of  the  Stale  of  New  York  being  on  all  occasions  diBposed  to  manifest 
their  regard  for  their  sister  States,  and  their  earnest  desire  to  promote 
the  general  interest  and  security,  and  more  especially  to  accelerate  the 
federal  alliance,  by  removing,  as  far  as  it  depends  upon  them,  the  before- 
mentioned  impediment  to  ka  Unal  accomplishment : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  bj  the  people  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  re- 
ptesented  in  Senate  and  Asseinbly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.  That  it  shjll  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  dele- 
gates of  this  State  in  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  ol' 
America,  or  the  major  part  of  such  of  them  as  shall  be  assembled  in 
Congress,  and  they,  the  said  delegates,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  so  as- 
sembled, ale  hereby  fiilly  authoriied  and  empowered,  for  and  on  behalf 
of  this  Slate,  and  by  propei  and  authentic  acta  or  inslrumenls,  to  limit 
and  restrict  the  boundaries  of  this  State,  in  the  western  parts  thereof, 
by  such  line  or  lines,  and  in  such  manner  and  form,  as  they  shall  jndgo 
to  be  expedient,  either  with  respect  to  the  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the 
right  or  pre-emption  of  soil,  or  reserving  the  jurisdiction  in  part,  or  in 
the  whole,  over  the  hinda  which  may  be  ceded,  or  relmquished,  with  :e- 
spect  only  to  the  right  or  pre-emption  of  the  soil. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  terri- 
tory which  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  by  virtue  of  this  act,  either 
with  respect  to  the  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  right  or  pre-emption  of 
soil,  or  the  right  or  pre-emption  of  soil  only,  shall  be  and  enure  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  Slates  as  shall  become  members 
of  the  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Tliat  all  the 
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IbiuIb  to  he  ceded  and  Telinquiahed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  for  the  boneSl 
of  the  United  Slates,  with  respect  to  property,  but  which  shall  iieverthe- 
tees  remain  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Stale,  shall  be  disposed  of  and 
appropriated  in  such  manner  only  as  the  Congress  of  the  said  Stales 
shall  direct ;  and  thai  a  warrant  under  the  authority  of  Congress  for  sur- 
veying and  laying  out  any  part  thereof,  shall  entitle  the  party  in  whose 
favor  it  shall  issue  to  cause  the  same  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  and  re- 
turned, according  to  tlie  directions  of  such  warrant ;  and  thereupon  let- 
ters patent,  under  the  great  seal  of  this  State,  shall  pass  to  the  grantee 
for  the  estate  specified  in  the  said  warrant ;  for  which  no  other  fee  or  re- 
ward shall  be  demanded  or  received  than  euch  as  shall  be  allowed  by 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  trust  reposed  by  vu-tiie  of  this  act  shall  not  be  executed  by  the 
delegates  of  this  State,  unless  at  least  three  of  the  said  delegatea  shall 
be  present  in  Congress. 

STATE  OP  NEW  YORK,  ss. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original 
act  passed  the  19th  of  February,  17B0,  and  lodged  in  the  secretary's 

ROBERT  HARPUR,  Deputy  Sec'yof  Stale. 

In  view  of  the  premises,  the  following  proceetlings 
took  place : 

IN  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION. 
WEunesDiY,  Septfmbek  6,  1780. 
Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  instructions  of  the  General  Aascmbly  of  Mary- 
land to  their  delegates  in  Congress,  respecting  the  Articles  of  Confede- 
ra'lon,  and  the  declaration  therein  referred  to ;  the  act  of  the  Legislature 
of  New  York  on  the  same  subject,  and  the  remonstrance  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Virginia ;  which  report  was  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words 

That  having  duly  considered  the  several  matters  to  them  aubmitled, 
they  conceive  it  unnecessary  to  examine  into  the  merits  or  policy  of  the 
instructions  or  declarations  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  or  of 
the  remonstrance  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  as  they  involve 
questions,  a  discussion  of  which  was  declined,  on  mature  consideration, 
when  tha  Articles  of  Confederation  were  debated ;  nor  in  the  opinion 
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of  ihe  committee,  can  such  questions  be  now  revivod  wiih  any  prospect 
of  conciliation ;  chat  it  appears  more  advisable  to  press  upon  those  states 
which  can  remove  the  embarrasBnients  respecting  the  western  country, 
a  liberal  surrender  of  B  portion  of  their  territorial  claims,  since  they  can- 
not be  preserved  entire  without  endangering  the  stability  of  the  general 
confederacy  j  to  remind  them  how  indispensably  necessary  it  is  to 
establish  the  Federal  Union  on  a  fixed  and  permanent  basis,  and  on 
principles  acceptable  to  all  its  respective  members;  how  essential  to 
public  credit  and  confidence,  to  the  support  of  our  army,  to  the  vigor  of 
our  councils,  and  success  of  our  measures ;  to  our  tranquillity  at  home, 
our  reputation  abroad,  to  our  very  existence  as  a  free,  sovereign,  and 
independent  people  ;  that  they  are  fully  persuaded  the  wisdom  of  the 
respective  legislatures  will  lead  them  to  a  fiill  and  impartial  considerf.- 
tion  of  a  subject  so  interesting  to  the  United  States,  and  so  necessary  to 
the  happy  establishment  of  the  Federal  Union  ;  that  they  are  confirmed 
in  these  expectations  by  a  review  of  the  before-mentioned  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  submitted  to  their  consideration ;  that  Ibis 
act  is  eipressly  calculated  to  accelerate  the  Federal  Alliance,  by  remov- 
ing, as  &r  as  depends  on  that  State,  the  impediment  arising  from  the 
western  country,  and  for  that  purpose  to  yield  up  a  portion  of  territorial 
clium  for  the  general  benefit ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tliat  copies  of  the  several  papers  referreil 
to  the  committee  be  transmitted,  with  a  copy  of  the 
report,  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States,  and  that 
it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  those  States,  who  have 
claims  to  the  western  courdry,  to  pass  such  laws,  and  give 
their  delegates  in  Congress  such  powers  as  may  effectually 
remove  tlie  only  obstacle  to  a  Jinal  raipication  of  the  arti- 
cles of  Corfederaiion  ;  and  that  the  Legislature  of  Mary- 
land be  earnestly  requested  to  authorize  the  delegates  in 
s  to  stibscribe  the  said  articles. 

IN  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATION. 


Resolved,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be 
ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States,  by  any  parti- 
cular State,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  ( 
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of  the  6th  day  of  September  last,  shall  be  disposed  of  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be  settled 
and  formed  into  distinct  republican  States,  which  shall 
become  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  have  the 
same  rights  of  sovereignty,  fi'eedom,  and  independence, 
as  the  other  States ;  that  each  State  which  shall  be  so 
formed  shall  contain  a  suitable  extent  of  territory,  not 
less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances 
will  admit  r  that  the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses 
which  any  particular  State  shall  have  incurred  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war,  in  subduing  any 
British  posts,  or  in  maintaining  forts  or  garrisons  within 
and  for  the  defence,  or  in  acquiring  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory that  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United 
States,  shal!  be  reimbursed. 

That  the  said  lands  shall  be  granted  or  settled  at  such 
times,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  shall  hereafter  be 
agreed  on  by  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled, 
or  any  nine  or  more  of  them. 


Congress  of  the  6th  September,  17S0,  tha  following  Slates  made  ce 
oi'letrilory  to  the  United  Stales  at  the  dates  reepeotively  stated  ;- 


Aft-         **  Dw.  30, 17S8.    Bj  iliiB  ftdt  TirgitdA  agreed  to  cbajiffo 
rBntl^  Uie  &th  article  of  tho  compact  or  ordLnance  of  ITST,  on 

ConnecUcnt        "  SsplBmbcr  14,  1786,  cocfltmea  May  BO,  1800. 
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For  these  ceisiona,  &c.,  and  for  ihe  comenlion  between  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  oi  SSlh  April,  1787,  see  Bioren  and  Duane's  edition  of 
the  Laws  of  the  United  Stales,  Vol.  1. 

In  relation  to  the  government  of  the  territory  thus  acquired  by  the 
United  States,  it  may  be  HufScient  to  say,  that  the  territory  ceded  by 
each  state,  except  Virginia,  waa  the  subject  of  separate  legislation  by 
Congress,  {as  mentioned  under  the  head  of  each  of  said  States,)  first  as 
a  dependent  territory,  and  afterwards  by  being  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  an  independent  member  thereof. 

The  North-western  Territory,  ceded  by  Iha  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia, waa  the  subject  of  special  legislation  by  the  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federation ;  first,  by  the  passage  of  a  resolution  for  its  government,  on 
the  33d  April,  1784.  and  then  by  the  adoption  of  an  ordinance,  whose 
importance  renders  its  insertion  here  necessary  ; — 

AN   ORDINANCE  for  the   Government  of  the  Territory  of  the 

United  States,  north-weat  of  the  river  Ohio. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the 
said  territory,  for  Ihe  purposes  of  temporary  government,  be  one  dis- 
trict; subject,  however,  to  ba  divided  into  two  districts,  as  future  cir- 
cumstances may,  in  the  Opinion  of  Congress,  make  it  expedient. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  aulkority  aforeiaid.  That  the  estates  both  of 
'eaident  and  non-resident  proprietors  in  the  said  territory,  dying  intes- 

e,  shall  descend  to  and  be  distributed  among  their  children  and  tlie 
descendants  of  a  deceased  child  in  equal  parts;  the  descendants  of  a 
deceased  child  or  grandchild  to  take  the  share  of  their  deceased  parent 
:qual  parts  among  them;  and  where  there  shall  be  no  children  or 
lendanls,  then  in  equal  parts  to  the  nest  of  kin,  in  equal  degree ;  and 
ing  collaterals,  the  children  of  a  deceased  brother  or  sister  of  the 
slate  shall  have  in  equal  parts  among  them  their  deceased  parent's 
share ;  and  there  shall  in  no  ease  be  a  distinction  between  kindred  of 
ihe  whole  and  half  blood;  saving  in  all  cases  to  the  widow  of  the  jntes- 
her  third  part  of  the  real  estate  for  life,  and  one-third  pari  of  the 
personal  estate ;  and  this  law  relative  to  descents  and  dower  shall  re- 
main in  fiill  force  until  altered  by  the  legislature  of  the  district.  And 
until  the  governor  and  judges  shall  adopt  laws  as  hereinafter  mentioned, 
estates  in  the  said  territory  may  be  devised  or  bequeathed  by  wills  in 
writing,  signed  and  sealed  by  him  or  her  in  whom  the  estaie  may  be, 
(being  of  full  age,)  and  attested  by  three  witnesses;  and  real  estates  may 
be  conveyed  by  lease  and  release,  or  bargain  and  sale,  signed,  sealed, 
and  delivered  by  the  person,  being  of  tiilt  age,  in  whom  the  estate  may 
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be,  and  attested  by  two  witnesses,  provided  such  willa  be  duly  proved, 
mid  such  conveyajices  be  acknowledged,  or  the  esecution  thereof  duly 
proved,  and  be  recorded  witliin  one  year  afier  proper  magieirales,  courts, 
and  registers  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose ;  and  personal  property 
may  be  transferred  by  delivery,  saving,  however,  to  the  French  and  Ca- 
nadian inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskies,  Sunt  Vincent's, 
and  the  neighboring  villages,  who  have  heretofore  professed  themselves 
citiiens  of  Virginia,  their  laws  and  customs  now  in  force  a  g  h  m 
relative  to  the  descent  and  conveyance  of  properly. 

Be  it  ordainedhy  the  aalhority  qfoTesaid,  That  there  shall  b  pp  d 
from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  a  governor,  whose  comim  h  II 

continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless  scone  k  d  by 

Congress;  he  shall  reside  in  the  district,  and  have  a  fr  h  Id  at 
therein,  in  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercis     f  1       fii 

There  shall  be  appointed  ftom  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  it  secretary, 
whose  commission  shall  continue  in  force  for  four  years,  unless  sooner 
revoked ;  he  shall  reside  in  the  district,  and  have  a  treehold  estate 
therein,  in  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercise  of  his  office. 
It  shall  be  hie  duty  to  keep  and  preserve  the  acts  and  laws  passed  hy  the 
legislature,  and  the  public  records  of  the  district,  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  governor  in  his  executive  department,  and  transmit  authentic  copies 
of  such  acts  and  proceedings  every  aii  months  to  the  secretary  of  Con- 
gress. There  shalialsobe  appointed  a  courl,  to  consist  of  three  judges, 
any  two  of  whom  to  form  a  courl,  who  shall  have  a  common-law  juris- 
diction, and  reside  in  the  district,  and  have  each  therein  a  freehold 
estate  in  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  eierciso  of  their  offices ; 
and  their  commissions  shall  continue  in  force  during  good  behavior. 

The  governor  and  judges,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  adopt  and  pub- 
lish in  the  district  such  laws  of  the  original  Slates,  criminal  and  civil,  ai 
may  be  necessary  and  best  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  the  district, 
and  report  them  lo  Congress  ft'om  time  to  time,  which  laws  shall  be  in 
force  in  the  district  until  the  organisation  of  tlie  General  Assembly 
therein,  unless  disapproved  of  by  Congress  ;  but  afterwards,  the  legisla- 
ture shall  have  authority  lo  alter  thera  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

The  governor,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the 
militia,  appoint  and  commission  all  officers  in  the  same  below  the  rank 
of  general  officers ;  all  generid  officers  shall  be  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned by  Congress. 

Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  governor 
ihall  appoint  such  magistrates  and  other  civil  officers,  in  each  county  or 
lownship,  as  he  shall  find  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and 
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good  order  in  the  same.  After  ihe  General  Assembly  ehall  be  organ- 
ized, the  powers  and  duties  of  tnagisirates  and  other  civil  officers  shall 
be  regulated  and  defined  by  the  said  Assembly  ;  but  all  magistrateg  and 
other  ciyil  officers,  not  herein  otberwise  directed,  ahdl,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  temporary  government,  be  appointed  by  the  governor. 

For  the  prevention  of  crimes  and  injuries,  the  laws  to  be  adopted  or 
made  shall  have  force  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  and  for  the  execution 
of  process,  criminal  and  civil,  the  governor  shall  make  proper  divisiotw 
thereof;  and  he  shall  proceed  from  time  to  time,  as  eircumstancea  may 
require,  to  lay  out  the  parts  of  the  district  in  which  the  Indian  titles 
shall  have  been  extinguished  Into  counties  and  townships,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  such  alterations  as  may  thereafter  he  made  by  the  legisluture. 

So  soon  as  there  shall  be  five  thousand  free  male  inliabitanta,  of  fiill 
age,  in  the  district,  upon  giving  proof  thereof  to  the  governor,  they  shall 
receive  authorliy,  with  lime  and  place,  to  elect  representatives  from 
their  counties  or  townships,  to  represent  them  in  the  General  Assembly ; 
provided  that,  for  every  five  hundred  free  male  inhabitants,  there  shall 
be  one  representative,  and  so  on  progressively  with  the  number  of  free 
male  mhabitants  shall  the  right  of  representation  increase,  until  the 
number  of  representatives  shall  amount  to  twenty-five,  after  which  the 
number  and  proportion  of  representatives  shall  be  regulated  by  the  legis- 
lature ;  provided  that  no  person  be  eligible  or  qualified  to  aet  as  a  repre- 
sentative unless  he  shall  have  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  (he  United  Stales 
three  years,  and  be  a  resident  in  the  district,  or  unless  he  shall  have 
resided  in  the  district  three  years,  and  in  either  case  shall  likewise  hold 
m  his  own  right,  in  fee-simple,  two  hundred  acres  of  land  wilhin  the 
same :  Provided  also,  that  a  freehold  in  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  district, 
having  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  Stales,  and  being  resident  in  the  dis- 
trict, or  the  like  freehold  and  two  years'  residence  in  the  district,  shall 
be  necessary  to  qualify  a  man  as  an  elector  of  a  representative. 

The  representatives  ihns  elected  Bhali  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
and,  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  representative,  or  removal  from  ofHce, 
the  governor  ehoU  issue  a  writ  to  the  county  or  township  for  which  he 
was  a  member  to  elect  another  in  his  stead,  to  serve  for  the  residue  of 
the  terra. 

The  General  Assembly,  or  Legislature,  shall  consist  of  tne  governor, 
legislative  council,  and  a  house  of  representatives.  The  legislative 
council  shall  consist  of  tive  members,  to  continue  in  office  five  years, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  Congress,  any  throe  of  whom  to  be  a  qnorum, 
and  the  members  of  the  council  shall  be  nominated  and  appointed  in  the 
foUowmg  manner,  to  wit :  As  soon  as  representatives  shall  he  elected. 
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the  governor  shall  appoint  a  lime  and  place  for  them  to  meet  together, 
and,  when  met,  they  shall  nominate  ten  persons,  residents  in  Iha  dislriol, 
and  each  possessed  of  a  freehold  in  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  return 
iheir  names  to  Congress ;  five  of  whom  Congress  shall  appoint  and  com- 
mission to  aerve  Bs  afbrcaaid ;  and  whenever  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in 
the  council,  by  death  or  removal  &om  office,  the  house  of  representatives 
shall  nominate  two  persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  for  each  vacancy,  and 
return  their  names  to  Congress  i  one  of  whom  Congress  shall  appoint 
and  commission  for  the  residue  of  the  term ;  and  every  five  years,  four 
months  at  leaisl  before  the  ojpiration  of  the  time  of  service  of  the  mem- 
bers of  council,  the  said  house  shall  nominate  ten  persons,  qualified  ea 
aforesaid,  and  return  their  names  to  Co  greas  five  of  whom  Congress 
shall  appoint  and  commission  o  serve  as  n  embers  of  he  eounc  1  hve 
years,  unless  sooner  removed  And  he  governor  legisla  ve  eounc  I 
end  house  of  representatives  shall  have  an  hor  y  to  make  laws  m  all 
cases,  for  the  good  government  ol  the  dis  r  ct  not  rep  "iianl  to  tl  e 
prmciples  and  articles  in  th  s  ordinance  established  and  decia  ed  Ad 
all  bills,  having  passed  by  a  majon  y  n  the  house  and  by  a  najor  y  a 
the  council,  shall  he  referred  to  the  governor  for  his  assent :  but  no  bill 
or  legislative  act  whatever,  shall  be  of  any  force  without  his  assent. 
The  governor  shall  have  power  (0  convene,  prorogue,  and  dissolve  the 
General  Assembly,  when  in  his  opinion  it  shall  be  expedient. 

The  governor,  judges,  legislative  council,  seorotary,  and  such  other 
officers  as  Congress  shall  appoint  in  the  district,  shall  lake  an  oath  or 
afErmation  of  fidelity,  and  of  office;  the  governor  before  the  president 
of  Congress,  and  ail  other  officers  before  the  governor.  As  soon  as  a 
legislature  shall  be  formed  in  the  district,  the  council  and  house  assem- 
bled, in  one  room,  shall  have  authority,  by  joint  ballot,  to  elect  a  dele- 
gate to  Congress,  who  shall  have  a  seat  in  Congress,  with  a  right  of  de- 
bating, but  not  of  voting  during  this  temporary  government. 

And  for  eitending  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  which  form  the  basis  whereon  these  repubfics,  then'  laws,  and 
constitutions  are  erected;  to  fii  imd  establish  those  principles  as  the 
basis  of  all  laws  constitutions  and  governments  which  for  ever  here- 
after shall  be  formed  m  thp  said  territory ,  to  provide  al'O,  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  Slates  and  permanent  government  therem  and  for  their 
admission  to  a  sharp  m  the  federal  councils  on  an  equal  footmg  with 
the  original  Stales,  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  general  interest 

It  ia  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  Ig  fhe  antTienty  aforesaid,  That  the 
billowing  articles  shall  be  considered  as  articles  of  compict,  between  the 
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origintil  Stales  and  the  pEopla  and  Slates  in  the  said  e.  '■'oiy,  and  for 
ever  reraajn  unalterable,  unless  by  eommon  consent,  'o  wit ; 

Aht.  ].  No  person,  demeaning  himBelf  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly 
manner,  siiall  eier  bo  molested  on  account  of  his  mode  of  worship  or 
religious  eentiments,  in  the  said  territory. 

Akt.  2.  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory  shall  always  be  entitled 
to  the  benefilfl  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  of  the  trial  by  jury; 
of  a  proportionate  representation  of  the  people  in  the  legislature,  and 
of  judicial  proceedings  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law.  All 
persons  shall  be  bailable,  ante ss  for  cspital  offences,  where  the  proof  shall 
be  evident,  or  the  presumption  great.  All  lines  shall  be  moderate,  and  no 
cruel  or  unusual  punishments  shall  be  inflieted.  No  man  shall  be  de- 
prived of  his  liberty  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  should  the  public  esigencies  make  it  necessary, 
for  the  eommon  preservation,  to  lake  any  person's  property,  or  to  de- 
mand liis  particular  services,  full  compensaiion  shall  be  made  for  the 
same.  And,  in  the  just  preservation  of  rights  and  properly,  it  is  under- 
stood and  declared,  that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  force  in 
the  said  territory,  that  shall,  in  any  manner  whatever,  interfere  with,  or 
affect  private  contraclB  or  engagements,  bona  tide,  and  without  fraud 
previously  formed. 

Art.  3.  Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being  necessary  to  good 
government,  and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of 
education  shall  for  ever  be  encouraged.  The  utmost  good  faith  shall 
always  be  observed  towards  the  Indians ;  their  lands  and  property  shall 
never  ba  taken  from  them  without  their  consent ;  and  in  their  property, 
righls,  and  liberty,  they  never  sliall  be  invaded  or  disturbed,  unless  in 
just  and  lawful  wars  authorized  by  Congress  ;  but  laws  founded  in  jus- 
tice and  humanity  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  made,  for  preventing 
wrongs  being  done  to  them,  and  for  preserving  peace  and  friendship  with 
them. 

Akt.  4.  The  said  territory,  and  the  Stales  which  may  be  formed 
therein,  shall  for  ever  remain  a  part  of  this  confederacy  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  subject  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  to  such 
alterations  therein  as  shall  be  conetilulionally  made ;  and  to  all  the  acts 
and  ordinances  of  the  United  States,  In  Congress  assembled,  conformable 
thereto.  The  inhabitants  and  settlers  in  the  said  territory  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debts,  contracted  or  to  be  contracted,  anil 
a  proportional  part  of  the  expenses  of  government,  to  be  apportioned  on 
them  by  Congress,  according  to  the  same  common  rule  and  measnre  by 
which  apportionments  thereof  shall  be  made  on  the  other  States ;  and 
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(he  tojes  for  paying  tliiiir  proportion  KlinU  be  bid  and  kvled  by  tlifi  sn- 
ihority  and  direction  of  the  legislatures  of  the  district  or  districts,  or  new 
States,  as  in  the  original  States,  wilhin  the  time  agreed  upon  Ijy  the 
United  States,  in  Congress  assembled.  The  iegislfiluree  of  those  dis- 
tricts, or  new  Slatea,  ahall  never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of 
the  soil  by  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  nor  with  any  regu- 
lations Congress  may  iind  necessary,  for  securing  the  title  in  saeh  soil, 
to  the  bona  fide  purchasers.  No  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  United  Stales;  and  in  no  case  shall  non-resident  proprielors 
be  tased  higher  than  residents.  The  navigable  waters  leading  into  the 
Mississippi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  carrying  places  between  tha 
same,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  for  ever  free,  as  well  (o  the  inha- 
bilanls  of  the  said  territory  as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
those  of  any  other  States  that  may  be  admitted  into  the  Confederacy, 
without  any  tax,  impost,  or  duty  therefor. 

Art.  5.  There  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  territory,  not  less  than 
three,  nor  more  than  five  States ;  and  the  boundariea  of  the  States,  as 
soon  as  Virginia  shall  alter  her  act  of  cession,  and  consent  to  the  same, 
shall  become  fixed  and  cslabliBhed  as  follows,  to  wit :  the  western  Slate 
11  the  s^  territory,  shall  be  bounded  by  the  Mississippi,  the  Ohio,  and 
Wabash  rivers ;  a  direct  line  drawn  from  the  Wabash  and  Post  Vincents, 
due  north,  to  the  territorial  line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada; 
ind  by  the  said  territorial  fine  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  Mississippi. 
The  middle  Slates  shall  be  bounded  by  the  said  direct  line,  the  Wabash, 
trom  Post  Vincents  to  the  Ohio,  by  the  Ohio,  by  a  direct  line  drawn 
due  north  from  ihe  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  to  the  eaid  territorial  line, 
and  by  the  said  territorial  line.  The  eastern  Stale  shall  be  bounded  by 
the  last-mentioned  direct  line,  the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  said 
territorial  line !  provided,  however,  and  it  is  further  understood  and  de- 
clared, that  the  boundaries  of  these  three  States  shall  be  subject  so  far 
to  be  altered,  that,  if  Congress  shall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they 
shall  have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  said 
territory  which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  lino  drawn  through  the 
southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan.  And  whenever  any  of  the 
said  Slates  shall  have  sisty  thousand  free  inhabitants  therein,  such  Slata 
shall  be  admitted,  by  its  delegates,  into  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Slates,  in  all  respects  what- 
ever ;  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  constitution  and  Slate 
government ;  provided  the  constitution  and  government,  so  to  be  form- 
ed, shall  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  contained  in 
these  urticles '  and,  so  far  as  can  be  consistent  with  the  general  interest 
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of  tha  Confederacy,  such  admisBion  shall  be  allowed  Bt  an  earlisr  period, 
and  when  there  may  be  a  less  number  of  bee  inliabitantfl  ui  the  State 
than  sixty  thousand. 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntBry  servitude  ia 
the  said  territary,  olheTwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof 
ths  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted  proiided  alwaja,  that  any 
person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  oerviLe  is  lawfully 
claimed  in  any  one  of  the  original  States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully 
reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  ser. 
vice  aa  aforesaid. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  anOionty  aforesaid.  That  the  resolutions  of  the 
23d  of  April,  1784,  relative  to  the  subject  of  this  ordinance,  bo,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed,  and  declared  null  and  void. 

Done  by  the  United  .States,  in  Congress  assembled,  the  I3th  day  of 

■     July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1787,  and  of  their  sovereignty  and 

independence  the  I2lh.  CHARLES   THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

Foe  a  blalory  of  Uiis  orfllninoe  bj  Potra  loree,  see  Nat  Inlclligencfr,  Aug,  26,  ISIT, 

LOUISIANA, 

Iteslj  of  Apr)]  3D,  IBOa, 
On  OciobBr  31,  1803,  an  acl  lo  enable  the  PreBident  of  the  United  Slatej  lo 

treaty  eoncludeii  at  Paria  on  Hie  301h  of  April  UbI,  ana  for  the  temporary  govern- 
menl  Iheteof,  was  passed  and  approved. 


»  providing  for  the  gow 

inment  of  the  Or 

3,1808,  which  anlhorize 

A  Ihs  people  lo 

of  theLepslatateoflhe 

lertiloTV  of  Orlei 

folio  Stale  Papers,  "MLso. 

3ll8neon.,"vol.2, 

Stales.   (See  Journal,  Ma 

reh  12,  1810.) 
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INDIANA, 

Cniled  Slales  by  Virginia.    (See  remarks  oiiiler  "Oliio.") 

TliB  lerrilory  ealsbliBJied  by  bcI  of  May  7,  ISOCI. 

The  leriitor;  diyided  inco  two  separsle  govecnmenU,  and  that  of  Micliig^in 
irealed  by  act  of  January  If,  1805. 

The  leriilory  Bgaiii  divided  inio  two  separole  goyeriimenls,  and  Ihnl  of  lUinoiB 
crealed  by  act  orFebruary  3, 19t9. 

The  L«gi>laltire  of  the  lerritory,  on  behalf  of  the  people,  applied  lo  be  enabled 
IDfbrmaconslilulion.&o.  (See  Journal  ofllouss  of R»pieeemalivee,  December  33, 
181S,  and  Janaaty  S,  1816 ;  also  folio  State  Papers,  "  Misoellaneous,"  voL  9,  p.  ill.) 

An  Bcl  lo  suable  Iha  people  of  the  InSiana  territory  lo  form  a  constitnlion  oiid 
Slate  goreroment,  ttc.,  by  whicli  that  Stale  was  allowed  ons  ttepresemativs,  was 


The  laws  of  the  Uiiiled  States  extended  to  Ibe  State  oflndianagbyact  of  March 
3,1817. 

MISSISSIPPI, 

sioneri  of  the  Stale  of  Soulli  Carolina,  on  Augnst  fl,  1787,  tinder  the  act  of  South 
Carolina  of  March  3, 1787,  and  by  those  of  Ihe  Bibie  of  Georgia,  April  24, 181)2, 
which  was  ratified  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  on  June  16, 1803.  [For  these 
ceBsioni,  Ice.,  and  tbr  the  convention  between  South  Carolina  and  Geor^a  of 

Limits  settled  and  government  established  by  act  of  Congresg  of  May  10,  1800. 

Territory  on  the  north  added  to  the  CtOssissippi  territory,  by  act  of  Congress  of 
March  27, 1801. 

The  bonndaries  enlarged  on  the  sonth,by  actof  Congress  of  May  14, 1819. 

A  Joint  teaolulion  of  Congress  "requesting  the  Stale  of  Georgia  to  as?eni  to  Iha 
formation  of  two  States  of  the  Mississippi  teniloiy,"  was  passed  and  approved, 
June  17, 1819. 


ition  lyom  the  inhabitants  of  Mississippi,  that  it  be  made  a  Slate,  &e.,  pie- 
in  House  of  Representatives,  N'ovember  13, 1811,  Reported  on  by  eoni- 
f  House  of  RepresentnUves,  Decemher  17, 1811.    (Vido  folio  State  Papers, 


1812,  and  bill  postponed.    I 
potted  on  February  23, 18 
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artsi  on  December  SO,  ISIS.    (Vide  same  bmk,  p,  876 

■1 

.,  December  9, 

orled  on  December  93, 1816.     (Vide  same  book,  p.  lo; 

).)    Reported  I 

J,  1817.    (Vide  «.,ne  book,  p,«G,) 

An  Hct  to  enable  Ihe  people  of  the  western  pan  of  11 

)rm  a  consliluliou  anfl  Slalo  gororomeul,  *o.,  was 

Taieh  1,  leiT,  by  wlueh  the  Stale  was  to  Lave  ono  Rej 

Me=enlalive  m 

The  said  people  having,  on  Augusl  15, 1817,  formed 

a  conslilulion, 

ud  approved,  Deceiuber  10,  ISIT. 

ILLINOIS, 
Formed  out  of  a  pari  of  the  North-western  Territory  which  was  qeded  to  Ihe 
UniledSlatesby  the  State  of  Virginia.    (See  remarks  under  "OLio.'l    [For  pro- 

1704,  aee  Bioren  and  Daane's  edit.  Laws,  vol.  1,  p.  506.) 

liiiooia  to  the  middle  of  the  Miesissippi,  to  inciiide  the  islands  between  the  middle 
and  enatern  margin  of  tliat  rivei,  was  passed  and  approved,  February  87, 1815. 

passed  and  approved  April  18, 1618.    (By  ibis  act  a  part  of  ihe  lerritory  of  Illi- 

The  said  people  having,  on  Auggal  26, 1818,  formed  a  cooBlilulion,  fcc,  a  Joint 
reBOlalioii  declaring  the  admission  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois  into  the  Union  was 

An  act  to  provide  for  Ihe  dae  eieoulioa  of  the  laws  of  tho  United  Slates  wiihia 

ALABAMA, 

of  Sonth  Carolina  and  Gaorgia.    (See  remarks  under  the  head  "Mississippi.") 

The  esglern  part  of  Mieiiuippi  territory  made  a  separate  territory,  and  called 
"  Alabama,"  by  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3, 1817. 
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f  one  iteprescnlKlive  in  Congress,  w 


vvti  Match  3, 1820,  in  the  fellowing;  words  t— 
"Whereas,  by  an  SOI  oflheSlaliorMaBBBchusells,  passed  on  the  19ih  day  of 

of  Maine  from  Massachuaelis  proper,  and  fotmii^  tbe  sams  into  a  separate  aud 
aulependent  SlBle,' Ihe  people  of  Ihal  pan  of  MossBohusetls  liereloforo  known  as 
the  dislMcl  of  Maine,  did,  with  llie  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  said  State  of 
Sfnasachoaetts,  form  themselves  into  an  independent  State,  and  did  establish  a 

saidael:  Therefore, 

lu  the  ysKT  1830,  Ihe  Slate  of  Maine  is  hereby  declared  lo  l>e  one  of  the 
United  Slates  of  Amecica,  aod  admitted  into  the  Union  on  en  equal  foothig  with 
the  orieinal  States,  in  all  respects  whatovei." 

0Qlhe7Ih  April,  isao,  the  following  act  was  passed  and  approved: 
"  AN  ACT  for  apportioning  Ihe  Represenlativas  in  the  seventeenth  Congress,  lo 
be  eieoledin  the  Stale  of  Massachusells  and  Maine,  and  for  other  purposes, 
"  Be  il  mttded  by  Ihe  Senali  and  Hausi  qf  SrfTtsaaaiiva  rf  ihs  Uniiei  Smio 

serenleenth  Congress,  Ihe  Stale  of  MaasachDeetu  shall  be  enlilled  to  choose  Ihir- 
toen  Representatives  only;  and  the  Stale  of  Mame  shall  be  enlilled  to  chooss 
seven  Bepiesenlatives,  according  lo  Ihe  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  said  Slats 

of  January  last,  and  prior  10  the  admission  of  Ibe  Slate  of  Mains  into  Ihe  Union. 

DfMaasaohuseII8,andwho  are  now  inhabitanis  of  Ihe  Stale  of  Mdne.  shall  be 

successor  who  shall,  al  the  time  of  his  election,  be  an  inhabitant  bi  the  Slam  of 
Maine." 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


483 

MISSOURI, 


IndiuiB  teirilory. 

trim  of  Loniaians  w»a  approved,  Bj  ihis  agi  a  separale  gosernmem  waa  formed, 
raider  Ihe  title  of  the  lerritory  of  Louisiana. 
An  act  ptoTidine  lor  the  Eorernmenl  of  the  territory  of  Missouri  wsa  passed 

foifl  called  Louisiana  shall  heiesn«i  be  called  Mbsooii,"  lie. 


Union  aa  a  gtale,  was  presented  in  the  Senate  on  December  S»,  1819, 

An  act  ID  aulborlze  the  people  of  Ihe  Missouii  territory  lo  form  a  conelltnlloa 
anil  Stale  goveriunent,  and  for  the  admlseion  of  euch  State  Into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  elaveiy  in  certain  terriloriee, 

The  people  having,  on  July  10, 1S2I},  formed  a  cnnatilutioo  in  putauance  of  «aid 
act,  the  same  wae  laid  before  Gongreaa  on  November  16, 1S2U.  Mr,  Lowndes, 
tVoin  the  committee  to  which  it  was  referred,  made  a  report  lo  the  House  of  Bepre- 

EtoD  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  Ihe  Union."  (Vide  folio  State  Papers,  "  Miseella. 
neouB,"  voL  a,  p.  635,} 

The  Senate  pazEcd  a  joint "  Resolntion  declaring  the  edmiEsion  of  the  Slate  of 
Miaeouci  into  the  Union,"  on  December  IS,  1800,  which  was  referred  to  a  select 

madeareport.  (Vide  ti>lio  State  Papers  as  above,  p.  659.)  The  House  rejected  Ih* 
resolution  of  Ihe  Senate,  ou  Pebrnary  14, 1681.  On  February  aa,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  a  eomtniltee  on  the  pari  of  the  House  was  appointed,  to  join  a  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  the  admission  of  fttisaonri. 

On  February  S6,  Mr.  Clay,  from  Ihe  joint  oomminee,  reported  ■  "  Kesolulion 
providing  fbr  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  on  a  certain 
eondition,"  which  resolution  was  passed  and  approved  March  S,  1831.    The  said 

le^olulion  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stalee,  providing  fbi  the  admls- 
approved  by  Ihe  Govarnor  oit  June  «l,  l^jl. 
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ITiaaDnileclaringlheadniiaaionofMiBBOuricomplelijaccordiuBlolBW.  (See  Lilll 

On  March  16,  1582,  an  act  to  pioTidB  for  Iha  due  eieculbn  of  ihe  laws  of  ± 
United  Slales  wilbin  Ihe  Stale  of  Missouri,  &c.,  wm  pesaed  and  approvea. 

ARKANSAS, 


I  ofMisaoiiri,  was  pasted  March  S,  iej»,  by  which  il  was  named  AikaiuBS 
tovernnienl  of  Missouri,  aa  modified  by  Ihe  MI  of  April  S9,IS19,  atiould  be 


prinled  documeule,  House  of  Representatives,  let  session,  ailh 
Nos.  133, 144^.)  TheprooeedingsofsaidconTenlionwetealeoi 
the  House  of  Representatiyes  through  the  President  of  Ihe  U 
Match  lU,  1636,    (See  said  printed  docaments,  vol.  4,  No,  164,} 


lulionofihe  United  Stales  I  and  Ihe  said  convention  have,  in  Iheii  behalf,  asked 
the  CongreBB  of  the  United  Stales  to  adoik  Ihe  said  territory  into  Ihe  Union  as  a 

On  June  83, 1836,  an  act  auppleraental  to  the  fnregoiiiB  act  was  passed  and  apr 
proved. 

MICHIGAN, 

Formed  out  of  pan  of  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of 
Virginia.    (See  rcmarhs  under  "  Ohio,") 
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Ihe  Union,  was  presenwd  in  Senate,  January  85, 1633.  (See  Senale  documenla, 
Sil  aesBign,  asa  Congress,  vol.  1,  No.  64.)  A  biU  for  Ihal  objecl  was  reporled  in  Iho 
Bonse  of  Repreienivives,  on  Febraary  SB,  1833. 

A  memorlHl  foe  admission  wai  ptesenled  in  House  of  Representalives,  Decem- 
ber 11, 1833,  and  in  Senale,  February  as,  1934.    (See  document!  House  of  Repre- 

A  cepoil  was  made  by  a  select  coiomillee  of  the  Hocae  of  ReprcBenlatives  on 
the  subject  of  boundary,  &c.,  on  March  11, 1834.    (See  tepona  of  committees  of 

inhabilaalB  of  the  eastern  diTision  of  llie  leniwry  of  Michigan,  and  of  the  terri- 

Andou  April  12,  IS34,  the  same  committee  repoiled  a  bill  esto-bliahingtltelerri- 
lorial  governmeul  of  Huron. 

An  Bcl  to  attach  tho  territory  of  Ihe  United  Slalea  west  of  the  MlBBiBsippi  river, 
and  north  of  the  Stale  of  Missouri,  to  the  territory  of  Mlchigeu,  was  paaaeil  and 
approved  June  as,  1634. 

A  memorial  was  presented  in  the  Senale,  December  S3i,  end  House  of  Rcpro- 
aenlntives,  Daeember  29,  1634,  for  the  erection  of  "Wisconain"  into  a  separnta 

vol.  3,  Nos.  34,  47.) 

Ohio,  presented  in  Houae  of  Representatives,  January  3, 1£35.  (See  said  vol.  a, 
No.  33.) 

thereof,  presented  in  House  of  Representatives,  March  S,  1335.    (See  sa.o  doeu- 

Two  maps  prepared  under  resolution  House  of  Representatives  of  June  11, 
1634.    (See  said  documents,  vol,  3,  No.  1M.| 
Two  messagea  to  Congteaa  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  with  douu . 
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line,  BCCDHipanied  by  a 
vol.  3,  No,  Sll.) 
A  report  was  made  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Represenladvos,  on  Maich 

House  of  Represeulalives,  let  oesBioD,  94th  Congtets,  vol.  S,  No.  3S0.1 

vide  for  Ihe  ulroiEEion  of  Ihe  Slate  of  Michisan  into  Ihe  Union,  npon  Ihe  confiiUoni 
Ihecein  expressed,"  was  passed  June  13, 1S36.    By  Ihis  eel  Michigan  waa  anlho- 

plemenluy  to  Ihe  said  act  was  passed  June  33,  1S36. 

An  net  ID  provide  Ibi  Ihe  due  eieculiou  of  Ihe  laws  of  IheUoiledSlBtsswilhia 
tlie  Slate  of  Michigan,  was  passed  July  1,  IS36. 

with  the  original  Slates,  was  passed  Jiwuamie,  lS3r,  comainitig  the  Ibl- 


Congiesi 


sdnuBsioti  oflhe  Stale  of  Michigan  inio  Ihe  litiioii  upon  the  cohditiDiis  iheioin  ex- 
pressed,' a  cOavEnliou  of  Delegates,  eleeted  by  Ihe  people  of  the  said  Stale  of 
Michigan,  for  Ihe  sole  porpose  of  ^ving  their  assent  lo  the  boundaries  of  Ihe  said 
Slale  of  Michigan  as  described,  declarea,  and  established,  in  and  by  the  said  act, 
did,  on  December  IS,  1830,  sssenl  to  Ihe  pcovisions  of  said  act,  Therefoie, 

clared  to  b«  one,  of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
an  aqual  fooling  vrith  Uie  original  Stales,  in  all  respccls  whalever." 

FLORIDA, 
Formed  out  of  Ihe  lerrilory  ceded  by  Spain  lo  the  United  Stales,  by  treaty  of 
February  22, 1S19. 
The  boundaries  of  East  and  West  Florida  in  Ihe  haudsof  the  British  governnienl, 

«,1781.    (See  said  volume,  p.  ISO.) 
A  resolution  end  several  acts  of  Congress  were  passed  lo  enable  Ihe  President 

ctss,  at  Ihe  Iblhiwing  dates,  viz. ; 
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n,  Januarj  15,  ISll,  Lov,-a  UiiitsJ 
MnrcL  3, 1811. 


Bl  FloiidB,  and  establiali 


(Laws  Uniled  Slales,  to],  «,  p.  631.) 
Ariiclee  of  surrendei  of  EasI  Florida  !a  [ho  Unllod  Slates  on  July  II 


lamaiion  of  General  JackH 
01  for  Ihe  eBtabfohnieni  of 


nend  Ihe  acl  of  March  3, 1623,  w 


I  approved  May  M, 


An  aci  lo  amend  the  several  aols  for  Iho  oatabHshmcnl  of  the  teirilotial  govern- 
ment in  Florida,  was  passed  and  approved  May  IS,  lesS. 

April  28, 1SS9. 
An  act  10  aseertain  and  marli  the  line  bemeen  tiie  Slate  of  Alabama  and  the 

olher  purposes,  was  passed  March  2, 1S31. 
A  memorial  of  the  people  of  Plo.Lda,  proceedings  of  e  convention,  oonsliluiion, 

HonsaofRepies. 

to  organiM  a  sep 


euled  in  Senate,  Jsnuary  II),  134U.    (See  Senate  doci 
presented  in  Senate,  February  13, 1840, 


reported  in  House  of  Representatives,  Mori 
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ore  presenleil  in  Die  Senaie  oflhe  United  States,  on  March  6, 1910. 
Iti^sDlutions  of  Ihe  Legielalure  of  Florida  for  admisaion  nnd  againsl  diiiBion, 
ere  prEBenteA  in  Senate  of  UniTsd  SlBles,  Marcli  11,  and  in  House  of  Bupce- 
nlslivea,  Mucli  16, 1840. 

A billlbr  the  admisaioH  of  Florida  iaio  Ihe  ITntoD  ou  cectain  condilions,  and 
l>ill  for  the  divisiou  of  Florida,  and  Ihe  fulaie  admissJOD  of  Ihs  Slates  of  Eoal 
yd  West  Fioiida,  on  certain  conditions,  wereieported  in  Senate,  July  S,  1840. 

;preienIBtiveE,  May  P,  1B43.    (See  documents  House  of  BepreaenlatiTea,  3d 


Senate,  July  Is  and  91.,  August  10, 13,  JS,  17,  at 


d  In  the  Senal 

e;  Re- 

solved,  Thai  Ihe  prayer  of  Uie 

lists  ought  not  to  he 

le  day,  a  report  adve 

rietoadl 

.    (See 

wporlB  c 

of  Eepres 

.cntatives,lslsessi. 

.n,  asth  Congte 

'Raoia 

tionBoflhelegislullT 

c  council  1 

ordiTidingtheTer 

rilory  again  pr. 

isenied 

in  House 

30,1844. 

A  bill  for  the  admission  oft 

he  Smies 

oflowaandFlori 

da  into  the  Uni, 

jnwns 

Resolu 

tlodsofthelegislaliv 

e  council  f 

If  Florida,  tbr  the  a 

dtnissionofFlc 

iriaa  ut 

din  House  of  Repi 

lltaary 

(See  doomnenls  Ho 

use  of  Ropresenlaliyea,  2d  5 

.ession,  28lh  OongreBa, 

-<,[.  3,  N. 

5.  111.) 

for  the  admission  of 

Ibe  Stales 

,Miu™i.3,1843, 

untie.  vl!i.; 

asihepeopLaoflhel 

fOolo- 

,  by  a  convenlion  of 

dclesates 

culled  and  assemi 

hemselves  a  constilu 

ad  whereas  Oie 

people 

3f  Ihe  Te 

rrilory  of  Florida  di 

d,  iD  like 

munner,  by  Iheir 

delegates  on  tl 

day  of  Ji 

miiBry,183»,formfoi 

.ud  Slate  gover 

^publioani  and  lui. 

asked  thi 

e  Union  Bi  Sla 

equal  fooling  with  the  originaj 

Biili 

nMIKi,  *=.,  That  the 

Slates  of 

lowu  and  Florida 

be,  and  the  sa, 

ne  are 

hereby,  i 

led  Stales  of  Ante 

hereby 

into  the  Union  on  eqi 

.alfboling 

,spoel. 

"Sec.  6.  And  In  il  fuitAtr  eiiacud,  That  the  said  Stale  of  Florida  sliall  embre 
He  terriloiies  of  East  and  West  Honda  which,  by  the  treaty  of  amily,  sett 
tent,  and  limits,  belvreea  the  United  Stales  and  Spain,  on  the  22d  day  of  Febi 
ly,  ISlii,  were  eeded  lo  the  United  Slates." 
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Umon,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  passed  March  3, 1S43. 
By  this  act  granls  of  iand  were  made  to  Florida,  and  llie  laws  of  the  United 

KesoluUonB  of  Ihs  Le^islsiurc  of  Florida,  ia  rslation  to  the  dispuled  lioundariei 
between  llial  Slalo  and  Georjift  and  Alabama,  were  presented  in  the  Senate,  Feb- 
ruary a,  ISia.  (See  Senala  doeunienls,  Ist  eeeBion,  S9th  CongreaB,  vol.  4,  Nob. 
M  end  133.) 

Ihe  Slate  of  Florida  and  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  was  repaned  from  Ibe  committee. 

TEXAS, 


1,1645. 

30mT  RESOLUTION  for  annexing  Texas  to  the  United  Stales. 
Rcsoktd  ty  thrSeTials  a^  House  qf  Rrpmimmitll' <^  Hu:  Vniltd  Stales  cf  Amaica 
111  Cmgreis  assemtiUd,  That  Congress  dolh  eonsent  that  tlie  territory  properly  in- 
cluded within  and  righttblly  belonging  lo  the  Republic  of  Texas  may  be  erected 
into  a  new  Slate,  lo  be  called  the  Slate  of  Tesas,  wiih  a  republican  Ibrm  of  go. 


may  be  admitted  as  one  of  the  States  of  this  Union. 
Sec  S.  And  be  il/urAer  •nalvea,  That  Ihe  foregoing  consent  of  Congress  ii 

of  all  qneslious  of  boundary  thai  may  arise  with  other  governmeuls;  and  Iha 
constilDlion  thereof,  with  the  proper  evidence  of  its  adoption  by  the  people  of 
said  Republic  of  Texas,  shall  be  itansmitted  lo  the  President  of  the  Unilefi  Stales, 
to  be  laid  before  Congress  ibr  its  final  action,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 
Sbcobd.  Said  State,  when  admitted  into  the  Union,  after  ceding  fo  the  United 


f-yard. 

s,  ar 

ms,  armaments,    e 

,nd   all  olhe 

1  said  Repu 

a  la,  taxes,  and  due 

said 

republic;  and  shi 

■opriated  lands  lyin 

,  applied  to 

IRcf 

■  diseh, 

irging  said  debts  ar 

tbiliiies,  to  be  disj 

Idel 

ernniei 

It  of  the  United  Sla 

tes. 
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entilted  to  admiiiion  under  Ihe  provisinns  of  Ihe  Federal  Gonatltulion,   And  inch 
Slatea  as  may  be  formed  oul  of  thai  poition  of  said  territory  lyit^  south  orthiti)'- 

as  shall  he  formed  ani  of  a^d  lerrilory  north  of  said  Miiaauri  campromiae  line, 
BlaveiT.or  invnlBnlary  aenitude,  (eicepl  (brotimeB,)  ahalLbe  prohibited. 
Sbb.  a.  And  it  il  fuHher  raolvid,  Thai  if  Ihe  President  of  Ihe  Uniled  Sislea 


lerms  and  condilioni  of  such  admiaaion,  and  the  cession  of  th' 
lerrilory  to  the  United  Slales,  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Go- 
and  the  United  States:  TiV  the  anm  pf  one  hundred  Ihousaui 


be  submitted  to  the  Senate,  or  by  articles  lo  be  submitted  to  the  two  HoaaeB  of 
Congress,  aa  the  President  moy  direoL 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  for  the  admiisiou  of  the  Slate  of  Teias  into  the  Union. 

March  the  first,  eighlsen  hundred  and  fotty-five,  did  conaenl  thai  Iho  territory 
properly  included  within  and  ritflnfully  belouBing  lo  the  Republic  of  Teias  might 

form  of  government,  lo  be  adopted  by  Ibe  people  of  aaid  republic,  by  deputies  in 


ivheiees  the  people  of  the  aaid  Bepublic  of 


of  Ihe  United  Statea,  and  laid  before  Congress,  in  conlbrmily  to  the  p 


lanil  Hbtiiei^StpraenutinaiiflluUniud  SlalaiifAme 
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lo  be  one,  of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  and  admiKed  iiilo  llie  Union  on  an 
equal  fooling  with  the  originai  Stales  ia  all  respects  wliaiever. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  iJiMlur  tboIbbI,  Thai  until  Ihe  BepieaenlaliTes  In  Congress 
■ball  be  apportioned  accoidinR  lo  sn  actual  enameraiion  of  Ihs  inliahilanls  of  Ihe 
Unltea  Slates,  the  Stale  of  Telas  shall  bo  entitled  lo  choose  two  Bipreaeniatives. 
Aiquove^  Deeetaber  39,  IStS. 


AN  ACT  lo  eitend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the  Stale  of  Teias,  and 

for  other  purposes. 

Bt  il  enaaed  by  tl\e  Small  and  Hsusi  of  RtpTatnlalivts  qf  Ihl  Vniltd  flats  af 

of  Texas,  adinilted  al  the  present  session  of  Gonfireaa  iaio  the  Confederacy  and 
Union  of  the  United  Ste^^  Appr&ved  Baxtnber  ^  1M5. 

WISCONSIN. 
[By  act  39th  Mny,  ISIS,  tbe  state  oT  Wisconsin  ins  admitted  into  the  UdIod. 
Entitled  to  three  Kepresenlatlves  litCongresB  sfleic  M  Uuch,  IS$9.] 

ing  a  committoe  lo  Inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  crealing  a  lerrilorial  govetn- 
menl  Ibi  Wisconsin  onl  of  pail  of  Michigan. 

(See  reporls  of  comniillees  House  of  Represenialives,  lat  session,  33d  Congtesj, 


enled  in  House  of  Repcesenlatives.    (See  doeumenls  [louse  of  RepresenlaliTe*, 


^ras  passed  and  sppToved. 
On  March  S,  1S8S,  a  resolution  direcling  a  committee  lo  inquire  (mo  the  eipe- 

On  May  11, 1838,  the  said  comhiiiteereporlefl  a  bin  loenabie  the  people  of  East 
WisconBin  lo  ferm  a  constitution  and  State  government,  end  for  the  admission  of 
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On  January  23, 1339,  s  memorinl  of  Ihe  I^giBlative  Assembly  of  WisconsLn, 
piay[ng  na  allerslion  in  the  souUiern  boundary  of  Ihal  leirilorj,  was  ptesenled  in 
Ihe  SeuBle,    <3ee  Senale  docnmanlB,  3d  session,  ^th  Congress,  vol.  3,  No.  149.) 

On  May  25, 1840.  Ihe  proceedings  of  a  public  meeling  al  Galena  in  rclalioji  to 
the  BOnthetn  boundary  of  Wisoonsin  territory,  whs  presented  in  the  House  of 
RsprotentaliTes,  (Bee  docnments  House  of  Represenlativeo,  Isl  cession,  acih 
Congress,  vol.  6,  No.  aa6.)  (For,  "  An  Ordinance  for  Ihe  goYernmeni  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  tlie  Unlltd  Slates,  notth-wesl  of  the  rivet  Ohio,"  passed  by  the  Congress 

On  February  3,  IS41,  a  message  vas  received  in  Senate  from  the  FTesl^ent, 
commumcatingthereportB,mBpe,aDC.,relatinglo  boundary  line  between  Michigan 

On  February  S,  1841,  a  ntemorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wiseonsin, 

presented  in  Senate.'   (See  Senate  dociunenis  as  above,  vol.  4,  No.  ITl.) 

On  February  lii,  1841,  resolulions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Michigan  in  re- 
lation to  tlie  boundary  line  between  that  State  and  the  territory  of  Wisconsin, 

On  March  IB,  1S41,  resolutions  of  the  Legislalive  Assembly  of  Wisconsin  ter- 
ritory in  relation  to  the  boundary  between  Miclug™  and  Wisconsin,  were  pre- 
Bent«d  in  House  of  Repreientalives.  (See  documenls  House  of  Rfpresenlalives, 
2d  session,  27Ih  Congress,  vol.  3,  No.  147.) 

On  MBrch  SO,  IMS,  a  resolution  of  the  legislative  council  of  Wiseonsin  asking 

On  January  13, 1836,  a  bill  id 


census  and  othei  documents,  were  presented  in  House  of  RepresentaUves.  (Set 
documents  House  of  Representatives,  2d  session,  29th  Congress,  vol.  3,  No.  49.) 
On  Msrcli  3, 1S4T,  an  act  for  Ihe  admission  of  the  Stale  of  Wisconsin  into  Ihi 


Wisconsin  siiall  be  lonsidered  as  eomplele. 
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IOWA. 
On  December  IB,  1830.  B  resolution  dirfcllnj 


Oo  December  13  Bud  20, 1837,  memotiBls  of  the  people  of  !owa  for  a  divielon  o( 

On  December  14, 1E37,  sams  piegenled  in  House  of  Repreaenlalives. 

bDondary  wllh  Missouri,  was  presenicd  in  Ibe  Senate. 

On  January  8,  183S,  proceedings  of  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  relaliTO  to 
boundary  line  belween  Iowa  anil  Missouri,  were  presented  in  Ike  Senate.  (See 
Bensto  doonmenU,  2d  session,  aStl.  Congress,  yoL  1.  No.  63.1 

Bccompuiied  by  a  biii. 
On  June  13, 1S38,  an  sol  to  divide  lb*  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  to  estolilish 

On  June  18, 183S,  an  act  to  authorise  Ihe  President  of  tlie  United  States  to  cause 
Ibe  southern  boundary  lino  of  the  territory  of  Iowa  to  be  BEoerlnined  and  marked, 
was  passed  and  approved. 

compUanqe  witb  reso]iitions  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  were  received.  (See  docu- 
ments House  of  Representatives,  3d  sesaion,  %th  Congress,  vol.  4,  No.  ISB.) 

On  March  3, 1S39,  an  appropriation  was  laada  for  tha  lorvey  of  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  of  8909  OS. 

On  Match  3,  ISSO,  an  act  to  define  and  establish  the  easletn  boundary  lina  of 
the  territory  oflowa,was  passed  and  approved. 

On  December  St.  1839,  a  meBSBgc  front  the  President,  with  documents  relating 
to  the  disputed  boundary  belween  MiBoouri  and  Iowa,  waa  receivefl  in  Senate, 
and  in  the  Bouse  of  Representatives  on  December  UT.    (See  Senate  documents, 

House  of  Representatives,  and  to  the  Senate  on  January  3,  lS4n.    (See  Senate 

On  January  B,  IMO,  additional  documents  on  same  suliiecl,  communicated  to 

to  the  Senate,  in  compliance  wilb  two  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  December  30, 
On  January  8,  IS40,  a  memorial  of  the  legislative  council  of  Iowa,  praying  -Jia 
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ifllleincnloniie  dispuled  bomiiiBry  withMissouri,wai  presented  In  SenalB.  (See 

Mr.  Benlon. 
On  January  10,  ISjD,  r  tepieientBIion  by  dslegata  from  lows  on  BBina  subject 

On  Fsbtuarj  4, 1840,  report  mada  in  Ho.  of  Raps.,  by  a  commilleo  on  boundary 

boundary  line  Qf  the  Siaie  of  Miasonri.  (See  reps.of  comms.of  Ho.  of  Reps.,  !sl 
»s.,  aeilt  Cong.,  vol.  1,  No.  3.1 

On  February  IS,  1S40,  a  mESBage  from  Ihe  PreaidenI,  with  addilional  doounients 
relating  to  disputed  botiudai;  between  Mliiouii  and  lows.  (See  does.  Ho.  of 
Reps.,  lat  eea.,  asih  Cong.,  vol.  3,  No.  ST.) 

On  March  S,  1340,  a  bill  reponefl  by  Ihe  commillea  on  territories  of  Ihe  Ho. 

nent,  snd  for  Ihe  admisiion  of  enFh  Slate  into  Ibe  Unian." 
On  February  11, 1S41,  s  bill  for  awerlainine  andaetUing  Ihe  southern  boiindary 

On  March  B,  IMl,  a  resolution  of  legjslolive  council  of  Iowa  relative  to  southern 
boundary  line  of  said  territory,  w»s  presemed  in  Ho.  of  Eeps. 

[ween  Mieionri  and  Iowa,  received  in  Ho.  of  Repi.    (See  docs.  Ho.  of  Eleps.,  ad 
■ea,,  ahh  Cong.,  vol.  3,  No.  111.) 
Co  May  S8,IS41,lhe  committee  on  teiiitorieeoflheHo.of  Repa.  mafle  a  report, 

vol.  4,  No,  m.) 

On  January  HI,  1343,  a  report  made  in  Ho.  of  Reps,  from  conintillee  on  leirito- 
riee,  accompanied  by  a  bill  fisins  Ihe  boundary  between  Missouri  and  Iowa,  (For 
report,  see  Reps.  Commillees,  Ho.  of  EepB.,  3d  seB.,  STth  Cong.,  vol.  1,  No.  89.) 

in  reference  to  Ihe  Des  Moines  river,  and  the  evidence  In  leference  to  the  nortb- 
ern  boundary  of  Missouri,  be  referred  and  printed,  was  passed.  (Bee  docs.  Ho. 
of  Reps.,  M  ses.,  STth  Cong^  vol.  3,  No.  38.) 

On  December  £3, 1843,  an  aol  of  lbs  Legislature  of  Missoari  respecting  the 
boundary  line  wilb  Iowa  lerrilory,  was  presented  in  [io.  of  Reps.  (See  does. 
Ho.ofReps.,  Islses.,  aslhCong.,  voLl,  No.  S6.) 

On  Febraary  12, 1M4,  a  message  from  Ihe  President,  wilb  a  memorial  from  tba 

On  AprU  3, 1844,  Ihe  eommlltea  on  terrilories  of  Ho,  of  Reps,  reported  a  bill  to 


and  docs.  Ho.  of  Reps,,  vol.  I,  No,  S,  and  vol.  3,  N 
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I  be  made  lo  conform  lo  Ihe  nonher.- 
lied  in  Senme.    (See  Senale  dgoB,,  M 


On  March  3, 1S15,  an  act  for  Iho  admission  of  the  Slates  of  Iowa  aod  Ftorida 
into  Ihe  Union,  was  passed  mi  approved.    To  Ihia  acl  the  assent  oflhe  people  of 

On  March  3, 1845,  en  eel  supplemenlel  lo  Iho  scl  for  Ihe  admission  oflhe  Stales 
oflowa  and  FJorida  into  the  Union,  was  passed  and  approved.  This  act  emends 
Ihe  lawB  oflhe  U.  S.  lo  the  Siale  of  Iowa. 

fa>  repeal  so  much  of  tlie  acl  of  IVIarch  3d,  1843,  as  relates  to  Ihe  boundaries  of  said 
Slale, vrag  introduoed  on  leave  in  Ho.  of  Reps^  and  referred  to  a  com.  on  lerritories. 

On  Inarch  ^,  1648,  an  amendaloir  bill  lepoiled  by  said  committee. 

On  January  9, 1S46,  a  joint  resolution  of  the  legislative  council  of  Ihe  leirilory 
of  Iowa,  relalivc  lo  boundarice  of  the  fulure  Slaw  of  Iowa,  was  presented  in  IIo. 

On  Febmary  5, 1846,  a  memorial  of  a  Convention  of  tbe  people  of  MisBouii  on 
subject  oflhe  northern  boundary  oflhal  Stale,  and  the  admission  oflowa  inlo  the 
Union,  was  presented  in  Ho,  of  Reps.  (See  docs.  Ho.  of  Reps.,  1st  aes,,  S9ib  Cong,, 
■vol.  4,  No.  104.) 

On  February  17, 1648,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Ictrilory  of  Iowa 
relalive  to  boundary  between  Iowa  and  Missouri,  was  presented  in  Ho.  of  Reps. 
(See  same  docs,,  vol.  4,  No.  lafi.J 

On  June  10,  in  Senate,  and  July  6, 1846,  In  Ho.  of  Reps.,  eopies  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Iowa  were  presenled.  (See  docs.  Ho.  of  Reps.,  Isl  aes.,  aoib  Cong.,  voL  7, 
No.  217,  and  docs,  of  Senate,  vol.  8,  No.  3S4.J 

On  August  4,  lS4ft,  an  act  lo  define  the  boundaries  of  liie  Stale  of  Iowa,  and  to 

passed  and  approved. 
Ob  December  IS,  1846,  a  copy  oflhe  constitmion  aaoptefl  by  the  people  oflowa, 


CALIFORNIA. 
Formed  out  of  patt  of  tbe  territory  ced^d  (o  tlie  United  St 
pnblie  b;  Treaty,  concluded  at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  tbe  2d  Te 
JHll  (S.  324)  reported  in  Senate  by  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton  fri 
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leaa.  30  CongmBs,  pages  tT!,  4B0, 492, 4B5,  498— pnssed 
ha  inbli!  BaBm  oC  BtpceaeatnUree,  IS  Jul;,  IMS. 
n.  Stephen  A.  Douglftjs,  "for  tile  ndmlsalon  of  Oalitot- 


EIoujo  of  RcjiresBnlatiTei  by  Kon.  Caleb  B.  Smith,  '•  to 
nent  of  nppor  OBlifocais,"  30  Dec.  1848,  passed  27  Peb. 
Eh.:  committee  discharged  S  Much,  lS4fl,  aod  Eenuts 


bj  the  treaty  of  ai  Peb.  IWSj  fop  pro- 
<s.  SO  Congress,  pages  241, 16i,  2BI,  iSi, 
nie  House  of  RopreBsiitatlTefl  agreed  to 


The  "Bin  (S,  66)  to  ptorlde  for  the  organlaition  of  the  territorial  gOTeromenta  o 

consent  of  the  Slate  of  TajBS,  to  fbpm  >  constttntion  and  stale  goTernmcnti  ans  fc 
the  BJmiEsion  of  aneh  state  Into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  nith  the  origioa 
HtKtci  hi  all  respects  nhitever,"  was  introduced  on  ieare,  by  Hon.  Heorj  8.  Poote 
le  Jan,  Mid  on  32  Jan..  1860,  refoired  to  the  Committee  on  Terrilotlcs.  Not  reported 

Resolutioas  gabmltted  b;  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  lelatiTe  to  California,  Sm.,  US  lea,  ISSO 
Tide  Senat*  Journal,  p^;es  IIB,  299. 

Reaolntions  Bubnilttell  by  lion.  John  Bell,  relatite  to  California,  £e,  SS  Feb.  ISM 
lide  Senate  Journal,  pages  IS4,  899. 

Roeolntlons  sBbmltted  by  Hon.  Thonms  H.  Benton,  relatiye  to  California,  it.,  li 
April,  Ism,  Tide  acnato  Joumi],  pages  20S,  299. 

"  A  Bill  (a.  226)  to  admit  California,  as  a  state  into  t!w  tnioo,  to  establish  terrilo 
rial  governments  for  Otsi  and  New  Meilco,  and  miking  propossla  to  Texas  for  th. 


Pcanie,  4B»,)  518;  psssed  Senile  as  amendefl,  1  Augnat, 

"  A  Bill  (S.  leB)  tor  the  admiwion  of  the  State  of  Callfor 
teporled  by  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglass  from  Oommlltoe  on  1 


tw,  9  Septeiulier) 
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OREGON  TERRITORY. 

1.  Treitj  wtth  Erauce,  ceaiug  Louisiana  to  the  United  Stalas,  of  April  30, 18^ 
S.  Toat/  of  limiU  weelwanl  of  Uis  Rwty  Monntains,  wilt  Sreat  Brilaio,  of  Jnn« 
A  BUI  (H.  S,  638)  "  to  establish  a  territorial  gorernnient  In  Oregon,"  was  roportad 


18  j^  and  referred  (o  Comniittee  on  the  Jndidir;,  hut  not  repDTtal  therefrom. 

b;  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Doi^liss,  House  of  RepreseDtatlies,  2S  DecM  1946,  pE>33ed  that 
House  the  16th  Jan.,  1B17.  In  Senate  ret^rredtcConunitteeof  Judici&r;,13  Jan.;re- 
perteA  with  amendments  29  Jan.;  i«»inmltled  29  Jim.;  reported  with  unendniesU 
M  Feb.  i  ordered.  That  it  lie  on  the  tiblc,  Sd  Maioh,  1317. 

A  Bin  {S,  B9)  "  to  eetablisb  the  territorial  gOYernmenl  of  Oregon,"  was  hitrodnoed 
on  leaTc  in  Senate  hj  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglaaa,  on  10  Jan.,  1W8,  and  BftM^  con^aeri- 

of  Oregon,  Ctlitornia  tJid  New  Meiieo,"  whioh  Wll  paaaei  the  Senate  2B  July,  18*8, 
and  was  Md  on  the  table  In  the  Housa  of  KepreBontiUveB  28  Julj,  IMS.  Not  further 

amendnieiita  10  Aug.,  1S48,  and  becuno  a  lav  on  the  11th  AnguBt,  184S. 
TEERITORT  OP  MINESOTA. 

April  30,  1803. 

A  BiU  |H.  It  668)  "eslabilBhingtheterrilorial  gotemmentofilinesofa,"  was  passed 
by  the  Houw  of  EepreaentativeB  IT  fell.,  and  laid  vpon  the  taljle  In  the  Senate  3d 
Maroh,  IMT. 

on  leave  by  Hon.  Stephen  A- Douglass,  2S  Feb.,  1348.  Reported  end  rcconiniitterf,  and, 
OD  a  Ai^.,  1843,  reported  witli  amendoient^.    Not  further  acted  on  at  1  Sena.  30  Con- 
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TEBRITORr  OF  NEW  MEXICO. 

Formed  oat  of  p&rt  of  tlie  tertitotj  ceded  to  the  United  States  \ty  the  Mexican  TU 
publia  bj  Treuty,  concludtd  at  Ouada.lupe  Hidalgo^  the  2d  FebTnai?,  ISdS, 

[For  sf&temeut  of  prnpou^onB  for  forming  a  territonal  gOTerdraehl  fur  Nen  ]UeKic< 
eee  under  head  of  "CaJifbrDin."] 

theSiinBl«16  Aug,  1860,  amended  lo  "An  act  to  eslabliah  a  tirritorial  goyMnnieD 
for  Hew  HeiIco."    [IIiIi  bill,  with  the  addilioa  of  a  new  EvctioD,  was  engrafted  Dj 


Be  of  KeprcaenlatlYSS,  28  Aug,  1850,  the  Bill  (8.  307)  aotitled  "An  set  pro- 
the  Stale  of  Teias  the  eMabliehment  of  her  Doithem  and  westera  bDuudv 

tion  until  Blh  Sept,  WiO,  was  then  amended  iy  proildiDg  a  territorial  go- 

Ind  to  o/ahtiBh  a  lerriliicial  aimemweitt  for  N/m  JfeiiOo.    The  Seiiat*  coo- 
the  amendmentg,  and  the  bill  became  a  law  on  the  9tli  Septemlieir, 


TERRITORY  OF  UTAH. 
Formed  out  of  part  of  the  teiiitocy  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  tlio  UelicBD  B». 
public  by  Treat;,  concluded  at  Ouadalnpe  Hidalgo,  the  2&  Feb,  IMS. 

under  head  of  California  and  New  Mexioo,] 
The  Bill  <S.  22S)  "to  admit  California  aa  b  state  into  the  TTnion,  to  ertablish  territo. 

ESIabliehmenCof  her  western  and  northern  boundaries,'^  waa  reported  bj  Hon.  Uenrj* 
Clay,  B  May,  and  was  amended  and  passed  the  3enat«  1  Auguet;  being  reduced  to  a 
prUTiaion  for,  and  the  title  having  been  amended  tK),  "  An  act  to  establish  a  lenltorlal 

became  a  law  on  the  0th.  September,  1S50. 

TERRITORY  OF  NEBRASKA. 

aO  April,  1803. 

A  mil  (H.  R.  M4)  "  lo  establish  the  lerrilory  of  Nebraska,"  was  Introduced  on  leave 
by  Hon.  Stephen  A.Songlase,  IT  Dec,  1S14,  andrel^rreil.  An  amendatoi^  bill  reported 

Hon.  Stephen  A.  Donglaas,  16  March,  and  referred.  Reported  wlHioul  amendnient 
20  April,  1  SIS.    Heeommltted  20  Deo,  184S.    Not  reported. 
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DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

lietabllsbtd  under  tbi^  11th  cltmse,  S(b  acctjon,  lat  arUdt  of  the  Coniidtii  t!(m  of  tie 
Uuitea  States:  "Congress  shall  haie  ponsr  iD  exFrolse  exdn^Te  leglilatJan  In  tJl 

TccnDuint  at  the  United  StatpB."  Ac  lu  pursuance  of  vMeli  proitaicn  the  Stat«  of 
Maryland,  OIL  DeL^ember  23, 17B3,  jitsKil  "As  aetloesde  to  Oongrera  adiitrietof  tea 
mileB  square  in  this  stale,  Rir  the  seat  of  the  Oovernment  of  the  TTnited  aiataa." 

And  theStiteof  Tll^nta,™  J>eeanibar3,lTe9,  pB.HBed"AnBct  fbr  the  cesaionof 
tea  miles  eiinare,  or  afif  InBsei  qugntitj  of  territory  within  this  eUte,  to  the  United 
States  jn  OongresB  assembled,  for  the  permaneiit  eeat  of  the  Geoeral  GovetnineDt," 

These  ce£Bion3  were  Accepted  by  CoDgrfss  as  reciuired  try  the  ConsUtuUoTi,  and  the 
permanent  scat  of  goTcmmeDt  established  bythe  "Act  fbr  establishing  Ibo  temporary 
and  permiUlent  ee&t  of  the  eovernment  of  the  United  States,"  approyed  July  10,  nOO  1 

The  district  of  ten  lollos  square  -was  aceordingly  looaled,  md  its  lines  ma  bouodn- 
riea  particularly  established  by  a  proelamntion  of  George  Washington,  President  ot 
thsUnlt€dSta.lea,onMa«h30,17Bl,  and  by  the  "Act  concerning  the  District  of  Co- 

the  said  district  as  contemplated  by  the  frsjuera  of  the  ConstitulJi^n, 
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CHAPTER   11, 

SOURCES  OF  HISTORICAL,  POLITICAL,  STATISTI- 
CAL, AND  OTHER  INFORMATION,  REGARDING 
THE  LEGISLATIVE,  EXECUTIVE,  AND  JUDICIAL 
ACTION  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA,  IN  POSSESSION  OF  THK 
PUBLIC  OFFICES  AT  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERN- 
MENT. 

Im  the  course  of  experience  in  public  business,  it  has  been 
found  that  great  embarrassment  arises  to  persons  entering-  into 
public  life  in  obtaining  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  operations  of 
the  GoTernment  from  its  foundation  to  the  period  of  their  entering 
upon  the  arena — which  knowledge  cannot  well  be  dispensed  witli 
by  unbelievers  in  the  doctrine  that  alatesmamhip  comes  by  inluiiion 
or  inspiration.  They  modestly  approach  the  highly  rap  rta  and 
reBponaibls  stations  in  the  legislative  or  eKeeutive  bran  h  f  h 
GoYcmment  to  which  the  partiality  of  their  fellow  a  ns 
called  them,  and  prepare  with  diligence,  however  w  a  u  n  d 
with  the  gen  ral  h  tory  f  h  country,  to  qualify  h  ms  s 
a  consistent,     t  11  d  faithful  discharge  of  d    y  by  a 

sion  of  the  a  ts  and  p        ed    gs  of  their  predeces  d    g  V 

or  terminating  m  re  f  lata  policy,  which  have  either  been 
confirmed  by  peat  d  1  1  n,  or  remain  open  questions  for  in- 
vestigation add  d  by  an  examination  of  the  foreign 
and  domestic  1  t  n  h  m  t  er  and  form  of  legislative  business 
generally,  and  th  f  t  d  minutire  of  cases  requiring,  hy  ap- 
pointment and     p    p     d      1     ge  of  duty,  particular  attention. 

It  may,  therelore,  not  be  unacceptable  to  citiaens  entering  info 
public  life,  or  to  those  who  may  expect  at  some  future  period  to 
take  part  in  public  afiiiirs,  or  to  those  who  may  desire  to  extend 
their  information  concerning  the  measures,  policy,  and  business 
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IS  of  the  government,  to  be  furnished  with  rererences  to  some 
(>/'  ike  sources  and  means  of  acquiring  aucli  information. 

To  the  uninitiated,  the  accumulated  mass  of  books,  lecorda,  and 
documents,  contained  in  the  pnhlic  archives,  is  calculated  to  dampen 
the  ardor,  if  not  to  repulse  the  ordinary  scholar  or  man  of  business 
from  the  attempt  to  fathom  the  depths  of  the  arcana ;  and  the  pre- 
sent  effort  of  the  author  and  compiler  to  aid  in  this  undertaking  is 
more  with  the  view  of  essaying  a  treatise  which  by  extension  and 
improvement  may  hereafter  become  a  vade  meciim  to  the  statesman 
and  legislator,  and  subserving  the  public  interest  and  convenience, 
than  with  the  hope  of  effecting  such  object  in  the  present  edition. 

The  design  of  this  undertaking  is  simply  to  refer  to  and  briefly 
describe  the  books,  records,  and  documents  of  a  public  character, 
to  be  found  in  the  public  archives  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  con- 
stituting the  principal  sources  of  political  and  statistical  informa- 
tion. With  a  view  of  preserving  perspicuity  in  the  system,  the 
whole  will  be  arranged  into  classes  and  sections,  as  follows,  viz.: 

CLASS   No,   1. 

UNITED   STATES,  AND  DOCU- 


t.  OOIONEL  PETER  FORCE'S  AMERICAN  ARCHIVES;  C( 
.ion  or  auihenlic  lecords,  slBle  papers,  debates,  biiH  letters  b 
f  putUc  affairBi  Iho  whole  forming  A  DOCUMENTARY 


Fourth.  StHa.  From  Ihe  king's  meissge  of  Marc) 
of  Ii.lependencs  by  the  United  Slates,  in  ITm. 
F^h  Ssria.  From  the  Declsrslion  oC  Indepeadeni 


le  final  ruificuion  of  tlia, 
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Constitution  of  Governmenl  f< 
Bt  Philadelphia  ialTST. 
[Of  IhiB  work,  the  fourth  ee 


BulliDrized  by  the  "Act  laakin;  provigion  f 


CLASS  Ho.  3. 
LEGISLATIVE  PROCEEDINGS  AND  ACTS 
THE  CONPEDEHATIOPf,  FROM  THE  CO 
HEVOLUTION  TO  '. 
UNDER  TllE  CONSTITUTION. 
S«.  1.  THE  PUBLIC  JOURNAL  OF  Ci 


r  5, 1774,  Ic 


Vol.  4,  FtDin  April  1,  i;e3,  to  March  3, 17e9. 
ThiB  edition  was  published  by  Way  &  Gideon,  In 
■epunla  index.    The  addreeBU  fa)  the  king,  Far] 


liolei  of  Confederaiion  are  ponlainod  in  vol.  a.  And  the  Journal  of  the  Commillee 
of  the  Slates  empowered  to  act  for  Congreas  in  the  tecesa  from  June  4  to  August 
ie,i;e4;  the  powers  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  contract  for  the  sale  of  Ills 

putles  fcom  the  Stntes  to  the  eoniention  that  formed  the  Constitution ;  the  Consti^ 

Sec.  S.  THE  SECRET  JOURNALS  OF  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  CON- 
FEDERATION,  in  four  volamea : 
Vol.1.  On  Domestic  AflkitB,  from  1774  to  ITeS;  IJiatory  of  the  Confederation. 
Vol.  a.  On  Fotoipi  Affairs,  from  1774  to  AngnsI  Ifl,  1781. 
Vol.  3,  On  Foreign  A^irs,  from  July,  1781, 10  May  15,  ITSfl. 
Vol.  4.  On  Foreign  Affairs,  from  May  17, 1796,  to  September  16, 1738. 

CLASS  No.  3. 

Stc.  1.  THE  JOURNAL,  ACTS.  AND  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CON- 
VENTION WHICH  FORMED  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  FROM  MAY  14  TO  SEPTEMBER  17,  17S7:  In  one  volume,  piil. 
lished  nnder  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  87, 1813. 

This  volume  cooiaioe  the  credentials  of  the  deputies  to  the  Conrsntion,  the  Con- 
•titution,  the  ratifications  by  the  State  conventions.  &n. 
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Si*. 9.  THE   CONSTITUTION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES:  b  crltiosllr 

jeclB  of  IhJB  lioofc.    The  rotmer  wiU  be  found  al  pBge  1,  and  the  iBlter  si  page  37, 

Sa.  3.  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  CONVENTION  WHICH  FORMED  THE 
CONSTITUTION,  AND  IN  THE  STATE  CONVENTIONS  FOR  THB 
HATIFICATION  of  the  same:  in  fcui  volumes,  published  by  Jonaihan 


Vol.  1  conlains  Ihe  Debates  in  Ma 

sachusetls  and  New  York 

Vol.  8  conlaina  Ihe  Debates  in  Vir 

Vol.  3  contains  Ihe  Debales  in  No 

Vol.  4  contains 

1.  Indei  to  Journal  of  Fedeial  Co 

S.  Inflei  to  Secret  Debates  of,  Dil 

3.  Inaei  10  Congressional  Opinit 

4.  Articles  of  Confederation. 

5.  Memoianda  rclalive  to  iiaSls 

nd  plans  in  convention  that  for 

itotion— names  of  Ihe  Members— 1 

eirCtedenlials-Joninalofth 

e.  &=.— Edmund  Randolph's  pro 

osition— Charles  Pinckney's  a 

Btteraon's  proposition— David  Bt 

teley's  draft- Aleiandei  Ham, 

eipies. 

8,  Secret  ptooeedinga  of  the  Federal  Convention;  Luther  Martin's  inlbrmalion 
to  Legislature  of  Maryland;  Robert  Yales'  minutes  and  notes  of  debatei,  &c. 

B.  Reasons  of  Robert  Yates,  John  Lansing,  jun.,  and  hklmund  Randolph  for  not 

ID.  Opinions  selecled  from  debates  in  Congress  invDlving  Constllntional  pria 
ciples  from  I73K  lo  1630. 

11.  James  Madison's  leiters  on  the  Conslitntionallty  of  the  TariB;  In  Sepiembet 

12.  Opinions  of  Washington,  JelTerson,  and  Madison  on  the  subject 

13.  CherlofSlateconstilulionsiniesa 

Sk.  4.  THE  FEDERALIST;  Being  a  collection  of  able  essays  in  eiplanallon 
of  the  prominent  articles  of  the  Conslimtion,  and  in  vindication  of  its  principles, 
by  Alexander  Hamilton,  John  Jay,  and  James' Madison,  all  over  the  aignalura  of 
■'  Publius,"  and  considered  of  high  authority  in  eipianation  and  in  clueidation 
of  that  parainoiint  law. 

CLASS  No.  4. 

THE   JOURNAL   OF   THF,    HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES   OF    THE 

UNITED  STATES,  FROM  MARCH  4,  178S,  TO  MARCH  3,  1861. 

This  Journal  as  re-printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  the 
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I.  Vol,  I.  From  Murch  t,  1789,  to  March  3, 1703, 
Vol.  a.  From  December  a,  IJBSilQ  March  3, 1797. 
VoL  3.  From  Msy  15, 1797,  lo  Match  3, 18U1. 
Vol.  4.  Froia  December  7, 1891,  la  March  37,  ISM. 
VoL.  5.  From  Novembei  S,  1804,  lo  March  3, 1807. 
VoL  8.  From  October  S6,  leW,  lo  Muroh  3, 1808. 
Vol.  7.  From  May  !3,  1809,  lo  March  3, 1811. 
Vol.  a  From  Norembei  4, 1811,  a  March  3, 1813. 


THE  LEGISLATIVE  JOURNAL  OF 

STATES,  FROM  MARCH  4, 

This  Journal  ai  re-prinled  by  order  of 

March  3, 1815,  is  conlained  in  3  VDlumas  o 


Vo 

.  3,  From  Ma 

rch 

,1793 
,179 

ID  Marc 
10  Marc 

3, 
3. 

Vo 

,  4.  From  Ma 

Vo 

.5.  From  M 

rch 

4,  ISI 

loMarc 

Ii3,' 

3.  Thk  JoorMi,  fto 

,  1815, 10 

Ma 

"""' 

ivo,  being  oa 

for 

each 

cl; 

egisloav 
ISS  No 

6. 

THE  EXECUTIVE  JOURNAL  OF  THE  SENATE,  FROM  MARCH  4, 1789, 
TO  MARCH  3, 1S51. 

by  order  of  Ilie  Senan.    Each  yclume  having  an  indei. 

Vol.  2.  From  March  4, 1S05,  (o  March  3, 1S13. 
Vol.  3.  From  March  4, 1815,  lo  March  3,  isa9. 

crecy  haa  been  removed,  from  March  4, 1629,  lo  March  3,  1S61,  will  be  found 


1  appen 


3.  The  Eseentive  Jonrnal  of  Ihe  Senale  from  Mar< 
rom  which  Ihe  injnnclloa  of  secrecy  has  not  been 

ere,  Ihe  Secretary  and  certain  officers  of  the  Senate. 
1  can  be  furnishea,  eieepl  by  special  order  of  Ihe  Sei 
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CLASS  No.  'i 

THE  JOURNAL  OB  RECORD  OP  THE  SI 

PEACIIMENT,  FROM  MARCH  4,  IJ; 

Sa.  1.  Oq  the  ItiaJ  of  Willittm  Blonnt,  &  Senal 


The  Leoislatite  Jodkna 
SENTATivES,  exhibit  the  actio 
Government  under  the  Con 
enactment  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  ;  they  contain  a  record  of 
the  intToductioQ  by  individual  members  of  petitions,  motions  or  resolu- 
tions, and  billa  ;  notices  of  the  reports  of  all  committees,  the  names  of 
the  members  voting  on  all  subjects  where  the  ycaa  and  nays  ate  de- 
mnnded ;  all  the  mesesges  from  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to 
either  House  of  Congresa,  and  the  inaugural  addressee,  irom  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Government,  will  be  found  at  length  upon  the  jour- 
nals ;  a  brief  statement  of  the  subject  of  every  report  or  communication 
from  the  several  Executive  Departments  and  Bureaus  is  entered  upon 
the  Journal  of  the  House  to  which  it  may  be  directed;  acla  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  State  Legialaturea  ate  entered  upon  the  Journals ;  schedules 
of  the  electoral  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  are  placed  upon 
the  Journals  of  both  Houses,  and  the  names  of  the  members  with  ihoee 
of  the  Stales  which  ihey  represent  are  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
respective  Houses  on  the  days  of  their  first  attendance  at  each  session. 

The  volumes  ot  Journals  have  indexes  referring  to  the  names  of  peti 
tionera,  mambera,  States,  Esecutive  Departments,  Presidents'  messages, 
committees,  motions,  resolutions  and  bills  with  references  to  all  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  and  generally  to  all  the  subjects  treated  of  in  the  body 
of  the  Journal. 

But  with  the  exception  of  Ihe  cases  above  stated,  the  reasons  for  or 
grounds  of  Legislation,  from  their  voluminous  nature  and  their  number, 
could  not  be  embodied  within  the  narrow  compass  of  the  Journals. 

These  are  contained  in  the  manuscript  iilea  and  records,  the  printed 
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documents,  and  ihc  reported  speeches  of  the  memhera  of  ihe  two  Houses 
lo  be  sought  for  from  various  sources. 

The  manuscript  filea  and  records  are  preserved  in  the  office  of  tha 
House  in  which  they  may  have  been  presented,  or  to  which  they  may 
have  been  communicated.  The  printed  documents  and  speeches,  haw- 
ever,  require  a  more  particular  description  and  reference,  which  will  be 
given  as  concisely  as  practicable. 


These  consist  of  measBges  from  the  President,  reports  from  the  seve 
rol  Eiteiuiive  DeparimentH  and  Eureane.  reports  of  committees  of  tha 
two  HoHses,  with  documcnls  and  tables  communicated  therewith,  as 
well  as  memorials,  petitions,  resolutions  of  State  LegialaEurea,  and  all 
oilier  papers  printed  under  the  order  of  either  House.  These  will  be 
arranged  into  sections  : — 

OF  COHORESS,  AND  PHISTED  BY  MBSSBS.  GiLEb  &  SEitOH,  COHSISTS  OF  81  VOLUMES. 


d  upon  all  eubjects,  having  deSciencies  supplied  from  ilie  i 
the  Eieculive  BepariniEiiia.  These  were  divided  into  ton  . 

gn  Belmions.  Vol,  1,  ftom  March  4,  ITSS,  lo  Feb,  28, 1797, 
Vol.  9.  from  Feb.  38, 17S7,  to  Feb,  ID,  1807. 
Vol,  3,  from  Feb,  10,  ISQT,  lo  MaTCb  3, 1S16, 
Vol.  4,  ftom  March  3, 1615,  lo  May  3,  ISM 

a  Affairs,  Vol,  1,  ftom  March  4,  1768,  lo  Nov.  !&  1814. 
Vol.  2,  from  Nov.  IB,  1814,  lo  March  1,  laU. 

ices.  Vol.  1,  from  Match  4, 17S0,  lo  April  89, 1309. 


-Is.  Millury  Affairs.  Vol  1,  from  March  4, 1789,  to 

Vol,  a,  ftom  Feb.  SS,  1819,  ID  1 

iL  Naval  AtTairs.  Vol.  1,  from  March  4,  irao,  lo  Mt 

■1,  Posl-Oflice.  Vol.  1,  from  March  4, 1789,  to  Marcl 

ill,  FubUe  Lands,  Vol.  1,  from  March  4,  ITSB,  to  P. 

Vol.  S,  ftom  Fab.  87, 180B,  lo  Feb 

Vol.  3,  fiora  Feb.  14, 1815.  lo  Ma 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


Tli«Te  will  bIio  be  Included  In  thii  icciion  the  iwa  sddiilonal  vok 
Lwidi  Ihw  were  printed  by  DoffGtceu,  by  order  of  the  Senate,  yh 
!  vols,  on  Public  Lands.  Vol.  4,  from  May  S6, 1S21,  lo  Jan.  2, 1S2: 


of  the  Jitat  volume  on  Foreign  Relalions.    As  it  purp 
Iheae  can  slons  be  tbund  in  the  uchiies  of  Congii 


Govcn 

menls,"  approved  March  2,  1S31,  and  continued  under  tlie  joint  resolution  of 

llioae  previously  aultoriied,  made  Iwenly-one  volumes.  Iluae  were  disposed 
of  by  a  joint  "  resolution  flirecling  the  distribution  of  a  compilation  of  consres- 

CLASS   No.  9. 
Src.  1  WILL  EMBRACE  THE  DOCUMENTS   PRINTED  IN  OCTAVO 
FORM  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SENATE,  during  each  session,  from  Marth  1. 
ives,  to  March  3,  1861.   These  ere  numbered  us  they  are  sent  to  the  printer ; 
loose  copies  are  lUrnished  lo  tlie  membere  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  and  other 

eompleled.  The  more  impoTIanI  of  Iheae  printed  document  will  be  found  re- 
printed, under  their  appropriate  heads,  in  the  folio  slate  papers,  where  Ihey  will 

cumulated  from  March  4,  ITSB,  to  the  lime  to  which  the  class  they  belong  lo  was 
reprinted,  as  slated  in  the  preceding  section ;  from  which  time,  recourse  must  be 
had  to  these  bound  documents  of  each  session— every  session  having  a  separata 

In  addition  to  these  documents,  the  bills  and  resolutions  of  Ihe  Senate  ere 


CLASS  No.  10. 
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are  aiiidod  iiilo  jctsi 
9,  wllhlheir  nccompai; 


CLASS  No.  II. 

CONGRESS! 


When  it  is  desired  to  find  the  discusaion  in  either  House  upon  any  par- 
ticular subject,  it  is  necessary  first  to  aacertain  from  the  journal  of  tha 
House  in  which  the  discussion  haa  taken  place,  when,  or  on  what  days, 
such  subject  was  under  consideration  in  the  House,  and  then  eeek  for  tl.a 
publication  of  the  proceedinga  of  thoao  days  in  the  public  newspape/s 
that  published  such  debates,  or  in  the  various  compilations  of  debates,  as 
either  may  be  found  to  embrace  the  time  at  which  the  discusaion  nmy 
have  taken  place. 

balei  in  Ibe  fttsl  CongreM,  1768  to  17S1.« 
Sffi.  a.  The  CongresBionBl  Register,  or  Hisiory  of  tha  ProceeaingB  and  Dabalei 
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B.   Debates  In  Ills  House  of  B^presautnUres  of  the  United  St&tes  on  llia 
ale  wur,  in  Januni;  snd  Febcuur;,  LB19.    (Stute  Department.) 

7.  Dunlap'i  Americsn  Daily  Ailverliaer,  from  lT9i  lo  1793.    (CongreM 
ly.) 

8,  Danlap  &  Claypole's  Aavettiaer,  irom  1794  lo  1J9S.     (Co!^.  Lib.) 
B.  Btown'i  FbiladelphiB  Gazelte,  from  1794  lo  IS09.    (Cong.  Lib.) 

10.  Bathe's  General  Adverliset,  from  1795  lo  1797.    (Cong.  LibJ 

11.  BachetDuBJie's  Aurora,  from  179B101S14,    (Cong.Lib,) 

13.  Carey's  United  Stale*  Recorder,  ftora  1798  lo  1800.     (Coi^.  Lib.) 
13,  Delaware  Gazette,  Polilioal  Mirror,  fiom  1788  lo  1800.    (Cong.  Lib.) 
H.  Dennisnn's  Republican  Walcli  Tower,  from  1800  lolSOO.    (CoiiB.Lib.) 
IS.  Duane's  Weekly  Aurora,  Irora  ISIO 10  1831.    (Cong.  Lib.) 

17.  Notional  InlelliEencer,  (Iri-weeltly,)  from  1800  lo  1S13.    (Cong.  Lib.) 

18.  Univerial  Gazette,  (by  Samuel  Harrison  Smitli,)  ftora  17B8  lo  1809. 
IB.  Philadelpbia  Gazelle,  from  17SS  to  1JB7.    (Cong.  Lib.) 

30.  Virginia  Argua,  from  1787  to  1S03,  (Cong.  Lib.) 

ai.  VirBinia  Argus  and  Enquirer,  {bound  logelher.)  from  ISOt  lo  1809 


So.  83,  Wothir 

S(c  S4.  National  Journal,  from  laas  lo  1831.    (Cong.  Lib.) 

Sa.  23.  United  Slates  Telegraph,  from  I6S9  lo  1837,    (Cong.  L 

Sec.  Se.  Globe,  from  1S3S  to  1345.    (Cong.  Lib,) 

Sec.  S7.  Madieonian,  from  1S3T  to  1SS8.    (Cong.  Lib.) 

Sk.  aa  Re^sler  of  Debates  in  Congress,  imniprising  Ihe  leoj 

leidents  of  each  session,  with  an  appendiiconlainidgimporlBn 

ablic  doouoientj,  and  tbe  laws  of  a  public  nature  ensealed  dui 

if  Congcesi  Ibr  each  sesaion,  viz. ; 

ssion,  lath  Congress,  1834-3,  in  1st  VDlume. 

"       IBIh       "         lB35-«,  in  ad  volume,  in  Sparta. 

"       19th       "         1820-7,  in  Sa  volume. 
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lit  ana  M  SeHMcne,  28d  OonisK^  leS--       3d  S  bs   '  tb  Coi^.  XS42-3, 12th  toI. 

lat  Bess.  Mli  Cong,  1S35-6  Jd  yol               d  -Sth  «  1814-5, 14lh  idl. 

2d    "     24tli     "      1386-7  4llnol            let  ""th  «  1845-6,  Ben  Borias, 

Irt    "     aeth     "      183T,  5Ui  ToL                 1  vol  In  2  pg  ta 

sd    «    asm    "     183T-8,  Wh  Toi.         ad    "  aotii  "  is4s-t,      " 

M     "      2Bth      "       ISSg-fl,  7th  loL            Ist     "  Both  "  lMT-8,        " 

1st    "      aetil      "       13Se-4[l,  8th  ML           2d     "  SOth  "  I84S-9,        " 

2d     "     26th     "      1S40-1, 9th  ToL           Ist    "  31st  "  1849-69,      « 

iBt    "     27th     '■      1841.  lOHi  TOl.             2d     "  Slst  "  1860-il,      " 
ai    "     a7th     "      lSU-2, 11th  vol. 

CLASS  No.  12. 
LAWS  0¥  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


1  in  ITflJ,  in  3  Tdlumes,  by  Rich£ 

embtscmg  the  lawi,  tosoluliom,  sua 

IreMiea,  ftom  March  1,  J.76B,  I 

1J9T.    ThMe  weri  oominued  by  MeI 

M«ch3,H99ibyWmiEmDuana«,i 

ndude  ILie  6lh  and  Hh  valnmsa, 

1803  i  by  RoB«  C.  Waehlnisn,  lo  inol 

uae.hB7lb,81h,fllh,andl0lh 

March  3,1S11;  aad  wei-B  conlinued  : 

by  various  individusla,  "By  ai 

let  y  leislon  or  Congiess,  down 

So.  2.  An  edition  of  the  laws  was  published  in  1S15  by  Biorea  &,  DuauE  and 
R,  C.  WeighlmBii.  This  sdilion  was  compiled  by  J.  B.  Colvin,  upon  Ihe  basis  of 
a  plan  pispaieil  by  Bicharcl  Kuah,  ihen  Atlorney-Qeneral  of  the  Uniled  Slates, 

laws  of  the  United  Stales  from  March  1.  17se,  lo  March  3,  ISia,  wilh  the 

Congress  in  their  character  of  Legislature  for  the  Bislricl,"  which  were  oi- 

Vol.  1  contains— The  Seclaradon  of  Independence,  Articles  of  Confeder  aUon. 
The  Constitution,  aud  proi^eediugs  which  led  to  its  adoption. 

3  have  been  acquired  by  ihe  UiLitcd 
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Cessioni  of  Und  by  several  Smtes  !a  the  (Tnilefl  Slales. 
Title  of  Ihe  Unitefl  Stales  lo  LouismnB—Grant  to  CtOiat.    . 

Treaty  of  Farifl,  of  lOlh  February,  1763,  belwaen  Groal  Britain,  Fj 

Spain. 
Tillet  CO,  and  lioundsries  of  Ihe  Floridss. 
Elplonalory  notes  of  the  oequiaition,  Burveya,  sales,  donations,  and  o1 

sition  of,  anil  regulations  concerning,  the  public  lands  jn  the  eerly  pel 


.n  New  Orleans  Isla 


Boundary  linea  between  Virginia  and  Kenlucliy  ascertained. 

EelinquiahmentofatrMtoflandloPennsylvonia. 
Bounlles  to  foreign  deserters. 

Kesolmions  of  old  Congress  telalivelo  military  bounty  land. 

Donation  lo  the  Society  of  the  United  Eiethren. 

ClainiE  and  donations  in  territories  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michigan. 

OuiGin,  kc;  o?  THi  DEeis-asnrt  ov  State  tor  the  United  Stales. 


GIN,  to.,  or  THE  Tbbi 
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.ablicpkrs,andee 


conlBina  Iba  Laws  of  Ihe  United  S 
contabia  do.  horn  March  3,  ITST,  li 


The  aeries  of  Laws  comaiiied  in  Ihe  ptecedicg  volumes  of  tho  edilion 

of  Bioren  and  Diiane,  have  been  continued  lo  March  3,  J845,  by  a  6th, 

Tth,  8th,  9th,  and  lOlh  volumes  s 

Vol.  6,  Printed  by  DaviB  &  Force  in  1S2S,  eontaina  Laws  of  IhB  United  Stales 

Vol.  J.  Printed  by  P.  Pores  in  1S37.  Ditto  Miroh  3, ISSl,  lo  MarcliS,  182J,do. 


pared  by  Samuel  Buroh,  under  a  reaolnlion  of  llie  Hon 

iseof  Rel 

i,  one  of  ihc  be.1,  mo«  fnU  and  >y>lEmalie  Indeiee  of 

rlic  Laws 

.»>  eiiani,  for  ihe  lima  ii  embraces,  yii,,  Mar<!li  1,  ITS 

J,  to  Mar, 

beenieparalely  bound. 

ol.  8.  Primed  by  W.  A.  Dayis  in  1835,  and  contains  Ihi 

.  Acts,  Re 

ol.  B.  Printed  by  order  of  Congress  in  1839,  and  conl 

Bins  the 

IS  and  Trealies  from  Marcli  3,  1833,  ID  IHarch  3,  183B. 

'ol.  ID,  Primed  by  J.  and  G.  a  Gideon  in  181S,  and  eon 

ti  and  Treaties,  from  March  3, 1338,  to  Mareli  3,  IMS. 

From  ft 

s,  Re  so  Ill- 
ill  3,  JSS5, 
10  March  3,  ISSl,  the  Laws  and  TresUes  will  be  fbond  in  pamphlet  form. 

See.  3.  The  Public  and  General  Statutes  of  the  United  Slatea,  from 
1789  10  1827  inclusive,  whether  expired,  repealed,  or  in  force  :  atrangod 
in  chronological  order,  with  marginal  references,  and  a  copious  index :  to 
which  is  added  the  Constitution  and  an  Appendix :  publiahod  under  tlio 
inspeclion  of  Judge  Story.     Boston,  1837. 

Sec.  i.  An  edition  of  ihe  Slatules  at  large  was  ediled  by  Eicliiird 
Peters,  and  publieliea  by  Little  4  Brown,  in  1845.» 

leasioo  of  ConBieaa. 
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4.  The  Public  acla  of  CongToss  from  March  1, 1789,  to  March 

VqI.  3  cnniain«  do,  do.  from  March  3, 1813,  B  March  3, 1823. 
Vu].  4  tonums  do.  do.  from  March  3, 1333,  lo  March  3, 1&35. 

AlEO  Acl9  of  Virginia,  Pennsjivania,  and  Maryland. 

Act  of  Alabama  lo  inoorporale  Ihe  Cahawba  Navigation  Com- 

Frooiamalioil!  by  the  Preaidem  of  llie  United  Stales  on  Com- 
mcfclalAflairswiili  Fore^a  Nations, 

Also  a  Proclamalion  of  Ihe  PreBideol  on  exlinguishmeiit  of  In- 
dian lilie  10  ianil  ia  Mi^eouci, 

pany,  February  37,  ISSU. 
Vol.  6  contains  Priyale  Salutes  al  iarge,  from  March  1,  179D,  lo  March  3, 1845. 

3,  IS4S. 

Vol.  8  coiiiflins  Ihe  Trealies  with  Foreign  Naiions,  from  February  6,  17JS,  to 
March  3, 1845. 

S.  Tables  of  Acts  of  Congress,  from  1789,  id  1845  inclusive,  relating  to  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

1.  Talile  of  AclB  of  do.  lelaiing  lo  PnbUc  Lands. 

S.  Table  of  Acu  of  do.  lelaling  lo  the  Post-Office. 

3.  Iiidei  to  the  five  volumes  of  Public  Si.alules. 

7.  A  General  Inder  to  the  mailer  contained  in  the  3  volumes  above  mentioned. 

18, 1790.  to  March  4, 1831  incIuBive,  and  of  the  Legislatures  Qf  Virginia  and  Mar  j- 
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STATES. 
So.  1.  DIGEST  of  sll  such  Acls  of  Congress  ss  concern  Iha  United  Stales  si 

Sic.  2.  DIGEST  of  llie  Lawi  of  Ihe  United  Stiues,  including  an  lulislraci  of  tliB 
Judicial  Decisions  relating  id  the  Conslitulionsl  and  Slstutoiy  Law,  wilb  Nous 
eipianatory  and  historical,  hy  Thomas  F.  Gordon.    Printed  in  1S37. 

Stc.  S.  AN  ABRIDGMENT  of  the  Acta  of  Congress  now  in  force,  excepting 

tion  to  the  lame,  in  the  Sapreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  by  Edward  In- 

Sa.  4.  DIGEST  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  Including  the  Tceoties  with 
Foreign  Powers,  and  on  ebstracl  of  the  Judicial  Decisioi.s  lelming  to  the  Con. 

CLASS  No.  14. 

INDEXES    PltEPARED   IN   CONFORMITY    WITH   ORDERS   OR   RESOLU- 
TIONS   OF   THE    SENATE    AND   HOUSiE    OF  EB  PRE  SB  NT  AT  IVES    OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES,  RESPECTIVELY. 
Sic.  I.  GENERAL  INDEX  to  the  Laws  of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  from 

March  4, 1789, 10  March  3, 1827,  including  oil  Treaties  entered  into  between  those 

Gtie  k  Weightmaa,  in  1S15,  and  subsequently  continued  by  Davis  &  Force,  and 
William  A.  Davis.  [This  is  the  most  complete  and  useful  index  of  the  laws,  up 
loMarcb3,ISi7,eitDnt{  end  it  would  add  to  the  public  convenience  if  a  similu' 

Src  2.  INDEX  to  the  Bseeutiva  Comrannicaiions  made  to  the  Honsa  of  He. 


the  House  of  Representatives,  ftom  December  3,  iSlJ,  U 

A  DIGESTED  INDEX  to  the  EiecnlWe  Doenmenlj  (I 
rdered  to  be  printed)  aud  Reports  of  Committees  of  the  H 
es,  trom  March  3,1ES3. 10  March-'),  ISSI.ini^lusive:  pcinti 
.  A  DIGESTED  INDEX  to  the  Executive  Documents 
tees  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  March  4,  IS 
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!.  INDEX,  or  HlphabelieBl  lisl  of  Priv 


nt  manner, 

I  was  brought  befo 

dilhennlBie 

oflheropon,and 

Ihe  reporl, 

f  priii.ed,  and.  if  n 

hing  botwc™  So«a 

edofbyUiBScnalo 

I  of  Congrsis :  the 

ana  by  reft 

le  journats  of  Ihe  House  of  RepreBenlalives,  the  repoHS  of  comi 
r  the  Iwo  Houses,  and  Ihe  laws  of  Ihe  United  Stales.  Prepared  I 
enale  of  April  9,  IS4D,  February  27, 1S«,  and  FeUmary  S,  ISM, 


1.  By  ALEXANDER  JAMES  DALLAS,  from  Fehroary  term,  1790,  lo  1 

2.  By  WILLIAM  CRANCH,  ftotn  August  term,  1801,  lo  Febtuaty  lerni,  IS 

3.  By  HENRY  WIIEATON,  from  February  lerm,  181B,  to  January  tti 
i7,  inclusive. 

t.  By  RICHARD  PETERS,  jun.,  from  Jannary  lerm,  ISSa,  lo  January  lei 


OF 

TH 

K  UNITED  STATES,  Besolutio 

sof  C 

DOgr* 

amalions,  and  other  doc 

uDienli 

ds:  eolleeled,  dlgesled,  a 

nd  err 

ngcd 

gre 

l,e 

pprove 
omplele 

April  37,  ISIO,  by  Albert 
,  aiid  printed,  under  the 

3 

£ 

acts  relating  lo  tlie  early 

B«1U 

POB 

lio 

of  Ihe 

public  laiids,  and  evidenc 

of  the 

UBIU 
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3.  I.A.W9  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  Trenlies.  Regulalions,  and  o|i 
menu,  leBpeclin;  the  Public  Lands ;  with  the  Opinions  of  Ibe  Conns  of  II 
SlateBloiElaiioniheiElo,  from  ia»lo  1633:  by  M.  SL  CClarks,  aiidsr 

4.  DOCUMENTS,  LEGISLATIVE  AND  EXECUTIVE,  of  llie"  Co 
Iha  Uniled  Sates,  in  reUtiDn  la  tbe  Fnblio  Lands,  from  Msich  4,  i;9( 
IS.  1324,  in  five  TolunieB :  compiled  under  ths  lesolulioni  of  iIib  Senale 
ary  St,  1S3%  and  Januaty  3, 1834.    Ptinted  by  DulT  Gnen. 

6.  GENERAL  PUBLIC  ACTS  O 

posilion  of  lbs  Public  Lands;  wilh  InsI 
Secreury  of  Ihe  Tieesaiy  and  CDnimisi 
OificiBj  Opinions  of  the  Allorney-Genen 


'repared  and  printed  nnder  Qie  resoP  jlion  of  Ili8  Senaw  of  February  ae,  ISDT. 

CLASS  No.  17. 
;VEr'T]B  LAWS,  COMMERCIAL  BEGULATIONS,  DIGESTS  OF  TARIFF 

.  A  SELECTION  OF  ALL  TBE  LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATK3 


id  fees  of  office ;  Regislcrin 


JohnBrice:  1314. 

a.  COMMERCIAL   REGULATIONS   OF   THE  FOREIGN   COUNTRIES 
wlih  which  the  Uniled  Slates  have  commercial  inlercoutse:  collecled,  digeslcd, 


3,  A  DIGEST   OP   THE   COiaMEKCIAL   REGULATIONS  C 
FERENT  FOREIGN  NATIONS  wim  which  the  Uniled  StaieBhay 
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5.  BEPOET  OF  T(1E  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  ON  THE  COMMERCIAI, 
BELA'nONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITH  FOREIGN  NATIONS: 


nd  JanuEry  31, 1612. 
s  in  BBCh  House  of  Cor 

E  UNITED  STATES  re 


the  Unilea  Simei,  by  Thomas  F.  Gordon  i  1814. 

8.  A  DIGEST  of  the  eiisling  commeicial  regulalioiu  of  foreign  t 
whichtbeUnlteaSlalBBhaveialerMUUB:  ptepated  under  Ihe  dir 


.e  principlea  and  alijecE 


CLASS  No.  18. 
MISCELLANEOUS  BOOKS  PRINTED  OR   FURNISHED   UNDER  THE 
AUTHORITY  OR  PATRONAGE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  AND  NOT 
D  UNDER  PARTICULAR  HEADS. 


ISiennialBegialerbvlheieBolntionof  Jiilsl4,193a. 

a.  WATTS  STATE  PAPERS  and  public  docuraenla  of  Ih 
March  4, 17e»,  lo  Augnsl  1, 181&  [These  are  believed  lo  hi 
foUo  SlalB  Papers  in  Ihe  Miies  on  Foreipi  Kelationa.] 

3.  CONTESTED  ELECTIONS  in  CongreMof  Senalois 
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from  ITMI  lo  ta34,  inclusive,  compiled  by  M.  Si,  Clslf  Clsrks  end  Davifl  A 

4.  REPOHT  OF  THE  TRIAL  OF  JAMES  H.  PECK,  Judge  of  Ihe   1 
Stales  Conn  for  Ihe  Dialticl  of  Missouri,  on  an  impeKchmeul.    iSSJ. 

ST. 

'    COMMITTEE  of  il 


REATIES  WITH  THE  SEVERAL  INDIAN  TRIBES,  ft 

der  Ihe  diieclion  of  Ihe  Commisiioner  of  Indian  Affa 

i  RFPORTS  ON  THE  FINANCES  of  Ihe  United  Slates  fti 


)  THE  PENSION  LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  ineludirg  sundry 
Congress,  ftom  1776  lo  1883,  esecuted  at  Ihe  War  Deparlmenl,  with 
of  Ihe  Alloineys  General  of  Die  Uniled  Slates,  and  the  rules  and 

gu  adopted  by  Ihe  Secrelnry  of  War,  rolaliTe  to  the  eiecutioo  of  Uioao 

to.  LAWS  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  RELATIVE  TO  THE  NAVY  AND 


Legislation  of  Congress  on  Naval  Affaiis  during  (he  Revoluiionaty  war  :    1641. 

11.  RESOLUTIONS,  LAWS  AND  ORDINANCES  RELATING  TO  THE 
FAY,  HALF.PAY,  COMMUTATION  OF  HALF-PAY,  BOUNTY  LANDS 
AND  OTHER  PROMISES  made  by  Congress  to  the  officers  and  aoMieia  of  Ihe 
Revolotion ;  lo  Ihe  Betlleraenl  of  accouQIs  between  the  United  Siaiea  and  tlie  seve- 
ialSlates,and  to  ihefuodingof  the  revolutionary  Debt:  1838.  Compiled  hy  VK". 
9.  Franklin,  CLerk,  under  resolution  of  Ihe  Housa  ofRepresanlotivos  of  April  11, 
1836. 

IS.  STATEMENT  OF  THE  AHT3  AND  MANUFACTURES  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  for  1810,  by  Tench  Coxe,  under  dircclion  of  Albert  Gallatin, 
Sectelary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  lo  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  IS, 

13.  TABLES  OF  THE  CENSUS  of  Ihe  United  Slates  for  1790, 1800, 1310, 1820, 
1830, 1840. 

14.  COMPENDIUM  OF  THE  flth  CENSUS  for  1840,  eihibiting  Hie  pooulnlion, 
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IS.  A  CGNSUa  OP  PENSIONERS  for  Heijolulionary  or  Military  services 

17.  MILITARY  LAWS  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES,  including  tboss  telaiiiii 
to  the  UoTiiie  Corps,  by  Trneinsa  Crass.  ISIS. 

18.  A  SYSTEM  OF  PENAL  LAWS   POR  THE  UNITED  STATES  o 
Araerif  B,  consiiting  of  b  cofle  of  Crimes  and  PonishmentB;  a  code  of  Proceed 


19.  THE  DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE  OP  THE  AMERICAN  RE- 
VOLUTION, being  lellers  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  Silas  Dean,  John  Adsms,  John 
Jay,  Arllinr  Lee,  ■William  Lee,  Ealph  izard,  Francis  Dana,  William  Carmichael, 
HeniT  Lantens,  John  Laarens,  M.  Danias  and  oltiers,  copoerning  Ihe  Foreign 


ao.  THE  DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  from  llie 
Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783  to  March  4, 1780;  being  lellers  of  the  Presidents  of  Con- 
gress, Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  American  Ministers  of  foreign  ooBili,  foreign 
Ministers  near  Congreu.  Reports  of  Committees  of  Congress,  Reports  of  Secretary 

nnder  direction  of  ihe  Secretary  of  Slate,  conformably  to  act  of  Congress  of  May 
6,  1832,  in  1  volomes. 

al.  STATE  PAPERS  AND  PUBLIC  DOCUIUENTS  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  FROM  MARCH  4, 17BB,  TO  lao  i  including  ConHdenlial  Docuraenls 
first  published,  Inaugural  Speeeiies,  Mfssages  from  the  President,  and  Uocu- 
menla  on  Foreign  RelBtiDns,&{!.I[G.  By  Thomas  B.  Wait  &  Sons,  in  le  volumes, 
under  ths  patronage  of  Coi^ess. 

S3.  RECEIPTS   AND   EXPENDITURES    OF  THE   UNITED   STATES, 

to  a  standing  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  December  30,  ITM. 

SI.  THE  MADISON  PAPERS;  heing  James  Madison's  correspondence  and 
reports  of  debates  daring  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation,  and  his  reports  of 

order  of  Congress.    Puhlished  in  3  volumes  by  illreclion  of  the  Joint  Library 
Commiltee  ofCongiess,  under  the  snperintcndenee  of  Henry  D.  Gilpin:    1841. 
24.  TABLE  OF  POST-OFFICES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES,  arranged  in 
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f  REGISTER  OF    THE  UNITED  STATI 


CLASS  No.  19. 
MISCELLANEOUS  PrULICAltoNa,  CONTAINING  USEFUL  POLITICAL, 
STATISTICAL,  ANU  OTHER 
1.  NILES'   WEEKLY   REGISTER:   contB. 


a,  HAZARD'S   "Register  of  Pennsylvania :   dsvgtea  to  the   preservation  of 
3.  HAZARD'S  UNITED  STATES  COMMERCIAL  AND  STATISTICAL 


Cc,  kc.;  from  July,  1839,  to  July,  1842;  in  fl 
■;  WHOLE  INTERNAL   NAVlGy- 


fote  the  Citcnil  Court  of  Hie  United  Slates,  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  18U7,  including 
Iheargnmnnlsund  decisions  i  in  three  volomes;  by  T.  Cstpenlci. 

8.  REPORT  OF  THE  TRIAL  HY  IMPEACHMENT  OF  JAMES  PRE8T. 
COTT,  Judge  of  Iha  Probate  of  Wills,  before  the  Senale  of  MasaaclmsettB,  io 
ISSli  with  an  Bcconnlorformerimpeaclinienls  in  that  Slate:  1881. 

r  HISTORICAL  REGISTER  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES,  FROM  THE  DE. 
CLARAT10NOFWAR,lnl812,lo  Junuaryl,  1SI4;  in  4  volumes:  1S18.  Re- 
view  of  the  poiitical  instilutioni  of  the  United  States;  official  docunienls  of  the 

8.  THE  NATIONAL  REGISTER;  containing  a  eerica  of  public  doennients, 


fi.  STATISTICAL  ANNALS:  r 
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Uniled  Slates  of  America!  founded  on  official  documeiila,  coinmencing  Match  4, 
1789,  snd  eoOing  April  SO,  1818  :  by  Adaio  SeyberL 

CLASS  No,  ao. 
THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS. 
The  library  provided  for  Congtees,  after  the  removal  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  Waaiiingtoii,  having  heen  destroyed  in  the  hurning  of  the  Capi- 
tol by  the  enemy,  in  18U,  the  valu  b  ary        T     m  If 
which,  with  the  heat  opportunities  a  d  h    w            w    a  had 

purchased  for  Congress,  under  a  joi  0  2 

and  an  act  of  January  30,  1815,   and       w  h     ba>  b 

Congressional  or  National   Library.     Up  ib  d  C     gr  sh 

have,  by  a  moderate  but  regular  proi^e  addi  m 

literature,  science,  and  the  fine  aria   whi  h  h  h 

library  of  that  repubUcan  patriarch,  hd  dd        dhC  f 

the  lepnblic;   and  by  the  operation  h  an  p 

managed,  ae  it  has  been,  and  will  cont  b     h  d 

of  the  joint  committee  of  the  two  H  C     g  d 

actifle  measures  by  their  literary  age  d  h  d  co 

of  the  worthy  librarian  and  hia  assieta  d         d      b      m  mp 

source  of  useful  knowledge,  which,  through  the  able  mmds  and  eloquent 
voices  of  the  distinguished  representatives  of  the  States  and  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  well  as  of  ihose  of  other  citizens  who  have  free  access  to  this  pe. 
rennial  source,  will  be  diffused  through  the  country  for  the  public  benefit, 
elevating  its  literary  taste  and  character,  purifying  its  moral  sentiment, 
a:id  increasing  its  power;  for  true  knowledge,  communicated  through 
pure  channels,  is  the  solid  source  of  these  and  other  national  blessing^' 

The  limited  space  to  which  we  are  here  necessarily  confined  will  only 
admit  of  a  teterence  to  the  general  heads  or  chapters  embraced  in 
this  collection,  and  to  a  few  particulars  which  the  political  history  and 

tcresting. 
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ja.  ZoDli^y.  Reports. 

13.  Bolany.  22.  Lhk',   Merchanl  and   Marj 

15.  OocupBlionB  of  Man— Technical       S3.  Law: 

Ifl.  EUiiw: 


IB.  CDmmon  Law. 


Conns  Uniied  SIdI 
I  Digresls  of  Reporl 
of  Maine. 


The  I 


of  the  U.  S.  and 
xs,  St.,  - 


MlBBOUcL 

Louisiana. 
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t.  Physico-MallieroMics:  32,  Fine  Arls— Musio. 

PuenlUHUca,  i-Loiiics,  Optica.  34.  Roniance— Tales,  Fsljle 

3a.  Poelry— Paslorale,  Ode 

36.  Poetry,  DidBclic. 
£.  Europe.  37.  Tragedy. 

*.  Africa.  3ft.  Kalogue,  EpiEto)sry. 

S.  America.  4D,  Ix^ic;  mietoric;  Oralii 

aps.  41.  Crilicism— Theory. 

.  Arts— Areliilecture.  43.  Crilicism— Bib liogrephj 

I    Arts— Garacniiig,   Paimiiig,  43.  CrilicisiQ— LajiguageB. 

:ulpliiio,  &c.  44.  FolygrDpiiicBi. 


Allen.  Paul.    Hialory  of  the  Ameticau  Revolution.    Prmted  in  1( 

Bancroft,  Aaron.    Lifeof  GeorgB  Washinglor.:  1826. 

Bancrofl,  George.    Hiilory  of  Ibe  United  SlatoH  from  diseovery  t 

Conlinem  lo  1637. 
BUtunl,  Joseph.    HistoEioal  Sketch  of  Iha  tbrnialinn  of  the  Conft 


Carpenter,  T.  C.    Memoirs  of  Thomas  Jefferson:  1809. 

Davis,  Paris  M.    Aulhentio  History  of  Ihe  late  War  between  the  United  Slalei 
and  Great  Britain ;  wilb  a  ftili  Account  of  every  Battle  by  Sea  snil  by  Laud. 

Hamilton,  John  C.    Lifeof  Alciander  Hamillon;  1834. 

JefferEon,  in  4  volumes.    By  Thomas  JeOerson  Randolph :  ISSO. 
Madison.    The  Madison  Papers;  beii^  Jsoies  Madison's  Correspondence  and 
Reports  of  Dehates  during  the  Congress  of  Ihe  Confederation,  and  his  Ra- 
pons  of  Uehaies  in  Ihe  Federal  Convention  from  Ihe  Original  Manascripl 

brary  Committee,  under  Itio  superinlcndeDcc  of  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  m  Ibica 

Tucker,  George.    LifcofThomas  Jeflersoni  with  pans  of  his  CorrespomlencB 
never  before  published,  and  Nolices  of  his  Opinions  on  Quesiions  of  Civ^' 
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UuBiie's  Weekly  Auton,  fn 
Duniap's  Ametienn  Daily  A 
Diinisp  &  ClBjpole's  Ametii 


ADAMS.  JOHN.    Defence 

oHhcC^nsli' 

""'"" 

tsofOov 

enloni,, 

iU, 

ADAMS,  JOHN.    Hi.tory 

ofheKsp, 

„e» 

■illi  Ame 

rica, 

from  Its 

Or 

ADAMS,  JOHN  QUINCY 

DuplKBIC 

I-el 

lers;TI, 

e  Fi- 

iherits ( 

ina 

.ippilDocumcnWrsI 

aUngwllie 

lianE 

.selions  : 

ll  the 

Negoli! 

ADAMS  &  SEWALL.    N 

ovanslos  an 

dMi 

>staohu>. 

lis,  or  P, 

AMERICAN  KEMEMDKANDEK!  or 

Imparl!  8 

solves,  Speeches,  ic. 

■Jay 

Ih  Great 

AMERICAN  GUIDE.     Co 

ribe 

;  virilb  his  Li 

fe  and  Chars, 

Mer: 

im. 

Goveromen. 
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DEBATES  111  Congress  o(±e  Uniled  Slal?)  on  Oie  bll]  for  rEpealing  iTitlaw  "for 
the  more  ooin-enienl  organizalion  of  Ihe  Ooorw  of  Iha  United  Stoiea ;"  1302. 

DEBATE  in  House  of  Rppresentalives  on  Ibe  Seminole  -War,  in  181B. 

DEBATES  in  Congresi  on  passage  oC  Bill  tbc  removal  of  the  Indians  m  1830. 

DICKINSON,  JOHN.    Polilioal  Wrilings;  1601. 

DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE  of  lis  United  Stales  from  September  10, 
1783.10  MarcL  4,1'89;  by  Jsted  Sparks:  1831. 

DUER,  WILLIAM  A.  Outlines  of  IIieConslitBtionalJLtiBprudence  of  the  United 
States:  1833. 

DO  PONCEAU,  PETER  S.    Brief  View  of  Iho  Conslitnlion  of  the  United  Slates : 

FEDERALIST,  on  llis  New  Conililulion,  written  in  the  year  1768,  hy  Hamilton, 


FRANKLIN,  BENJAMIN. 


GALLATIN,  ALBJURT.    Sfeelehoflhs  Financeso 
HAMILTON,  ALEXANDER.    Works;  eompriaii 

HATSELL,  JOHN.  Precedents  of  Proceedings  In 
observations.    New  edition ;  with  additions  i 

JACKSON,  ANDREW.  Annual  MeMage.,  Veto  ] 
from  isa*  to  1634. 

JEFFERSON,  THOMAa.    MannalofParliamentB 


of  Bepr 

JOURNAL o 

Convention  of  Virginia  ibr  ratifying  same !  1783. 

the  House  of  Burgesses  of  Vir^nla  frotn  1740  to  17 

JOURNAL o 

the  Bouse  of  Delegates  of  Virginia  from  1774  to  179 

f  the  Convention  oC  Massachusens  lor  framing  a 

JOURNAL  0 

the  Convention  of  the  people  ofSonlh  Carolina  in  1 

JOURNAL  o 

the  House  of  Represenlalivct  of  Pennsylvania  ftom 

the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  New  York  from  13B0  K 

JOURNALS 

fthe  American  Congress  from  1J74  to  1799. 

JOURNALS 

f  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Ihe  United  Slat 

.lOURNALS 

fthe  Senate  of  the  United  Slates,  from  17S8  lo  1SI7. 

KEY  to  both 

Hn^icdbyGoOglc 


477 

LOCKE,  JOITN.    TwoTrealiseaonGgvernraenL    Lonctoii:  1821. 
LOUISIANA.    Dsbales  in  llie  Seiialo  of  Ihe  Uiiitecl  Stales  on  the  Mmissljipi 
Qwstum.,  February,  1S03.    Kemarka  on  ihe  Violalion  of  Ihe  Trealy  relslive 

lale  cession  of  Louisiuna  lo  Ihe  Uiiiled  Stales. 
LOUISIANA.    Message  from  Ihe  PreeidenI  coniiiiunicallng  Discoveiiea  in  Ex- 
ploring Ih«  Missouri,  Bed  mrei,  and  Washita,  by  Lewis,  Clark,  Sibley,  and 
Dunbar;  with  a  Slatialical  AccounI  of  Ihe  CoHnlrJu  adjacenli  ime. 
McCULLOCir,  J.  H.    Dictionaty,  Pracdcal.Theoreiical,  and  Historical,  ofCom. 
merce  aqfl  CommertiaL  Navigalioni  Ulnstraled  wilh  Maps,  with  Suppie- 
ment  Ihereto  to  1835. 
MADISON,  JAMES.    Letters  to  Mr.  Monroe  on  ImpressoKnl,  Colonial  trade, 

lie.,  eirtraels  from  and  encloaurei  in  Ihe  letters  of  Mr.  Monroe.    ISOS. 
MADISON,  JAMES.    Letters  lo  Meiari.  Monroe  and  Pinckney,  with  their  com- 
municaiionatolheSeereiaryofStale,  relaliie  to  Ihe  treaty  or  1806.    lEOS. 
MAGNA  CHARTA.    MS.oopy. 
MALTUUS,T.  R.    Definitions  in  Political  Eeonomy.    London,  lEiSa 

Essay  on  the  Principles  of  Population.  Lend.  ISUe, 
Additions  Ihereto.    Lond.  ISIl. 

luqoiry  into  Ihe  Nature  and  Frogregi  of  Bent.    Lond.  1815. 
Principles  of  Poiilical  Economy  considetefl,  with  a  tIow  to 
Iheit  praclical  application.    Lond,  1838. 
MANUAL  of  Ihe  Praclice  of  Pariiamenl,  in  passing  Public  and  Prirate  Bills, 

wilh  Standing  Orders  of  both  Houses,  from  1685  lo  ISaS.    Lond,  I6S0. 
Maryland.    Proceedings  of  Ihe  Conventions  of  the  Province  of  Maryland, 

held  SI  Annapolis  in  1774,  177S,  1778, 
MONEOB,  JAMES.    View  of  Ihe  conducl  of  ihe  Eieculive  in  the  Foreign  Af- 
fairs of  the  United  Slalea,  as  connected  with  the  mission  lo  the  French 

MONBOE,  JAMES.    Correspondence  rclaiiye  lo  the  British  Treaty  of  1606. 
MONTESQUIEU,  C.  ie  Sccondal,  Baron  de.    tSuvrea;  17B7. 

Spirit  of  Laws,  tronsls,ted  by  Thomas  Nugent:  1933. 
MOSES,  MYER.    Commercial  Directory  and  a  Digest  of  Ihe  Laws  of  ihe  United 


ate  and  Assembly  of 


Congr^ji  of  North  Carolina  at  Halifax,  April  4,  ir;d. 
NOBTH  CAROLINA.    Proceedings  and  Debates  of  the  Conyenlio 
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I'AMPHLETS,  POLITICAL,  in  lElatioQ  id  Ito  RovolQlionary  war  of  the  Uniied 

aales  of  America,  from  17SS  lo  1781. 
PAMPHLETS,  POLITICAL.  The  eame  by  A.  Hamillon,  J.  Maaison  aod  others; 

of  the  war.— [ Willi  a  iBige  collection  made  by  Mt.  JefferEOo  of  Poiitical 
Famphlela  on  various  exciting  and  inlerealing  egbiecle,  which  in  lorn 
aeilalod  llie  public  mind,  from  t7»8  lo  IS13,  aeveral  of  which  were  writlen 
by  himself,  J.  Madison,  A.  Harnilton,  B,  Eandoiph,  A,  Gallalin,  R.  O.  Har- 
per, De  Will  Clinton,  W.  C,  Nichola,  C.  Pinckney,  R.  H.  Lee,  Ohver  Wril- 
coll,  John  Adams,  Samoal  Adams,  T.  Pickering,  8.  Smilli,  W.  Oilea,  Earl 
of  Buohnn,  Mr.  Leigh,  of  Dinwiddie,  James  Monnw,  and  many  olber  dia- 


nnd  Ezpendilntei  of  Ihe  General  Government :  1S8S. 
POLITICAL  CLASSICS,  viz  ;  Algernon  Sidney's  Diacouraea  on  Gov 

wiih  Wb  Ictlera  and  memoirs  of  his  life,  Ifcc. :  17BS. 
PRESIDENTS'  ADDRESSES  and  Messages,  from  1789  lo  1837. 
RAWLE,  WILLIAM.    Vie"»  of  Ihe  Consiiimion  of  Ihe  Uniled  Stoles :  1 
KGOISTER  OF  OFFICERS  and  Agenis,  Civil.  Mililary  and  Naval,  in 

vice  of  the  UnilBd  Slates  in  I30a  liie  same  from  laia  to  1S15. 
REPORTS  of  the  Seorelary  of  llie  Treasury  on  llie  Finances,  fton 

1636. 

imy,  ietleis  to  Malthus,  Traitf  d'l 
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es,  Mini,  Ac.:  1618. 

ilian  ofUie  Uniled  Slales,  with 

STORY,  JOSEPH.    Consiiiuiional  Class  Book,  being  a  brief  exposiion  of  ihs 

Conatitulion:  1834. 
TEXAS.    ConsUiuiion  of  Ihe  Republic  of  Mexico  and  of  Ihe  Slate  of  Coahuila 

and  Texas :  1838. 
TENNESSIdlB.    Deseriptioa  of  this  Stale  and  its  conelilulion :  179S. 

VINDICATION  ofEdmund  Raodolpii's  Ret^iialion:  179S. 

VlRlilNIA  aod  Kentuclir  resoluliona  of  179S  and  1»9,  wiih  T.  Jefferson's  ori- 
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WAIT'S  Slsle  FRpers  and  Public  Doeutneala 

1813. 
WATTERSTON  AND  VAN  ZAKDT.    Tab 


YATES,  IIOBEET.    Seorel  PfocBediogs  and  DoDbk 
foimea  Ihe  ConililuUgn  of  llie  Unifed  Slales:  IS 


CLASS  No.  81. 
DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE. 

The  eminent  statesmen  who  have  from  lime  to  time  occupied  ihe 
highly  impotlftnt  and  reaponeible  slalion  of  Secretary  of  State,  have  not 
been  unmindful  of  the  utility  of  providing  for  themselves  and  their  sao- 
cegsors  in  office,  a  clioice  and  valuable  collection  of  books,  maps,  charts, 
and  atlases  appropriate  to  the  pecuhar  business  of  the  Department,  and 
indispensable  in  the  performance  of  their  extensive  and  varied  duties,  as 
veil  as  othera  in  various  branches  of  tlie  liberal  arts,  literature  and 
science.  The  limited  design  of  this  volume  will  not  admit  of  the  inser- 
tion  of  more  than  the  general  heads,  and  a  rcfercnoo  to  a  few  volumes 
of  general  ptibliu  utility  of  this  collection: — 


SSNERAL  HEADS. 
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ieine  Bi«cte,  foaAi  sur  leucs  TiBJIis  de  Fsix,  de  Comniecce 
:  1T97. 

ConsDiaide  laMer,  on  Pandeclssdu  Droll  Cnmniercial  i 

Bl/RLAJVLiQUI.  PriiidposduDroitdelaNwuieeldeBGena.  Tho 

Iflled  into  Engliahi  by  Nugent:  1823. 
BURLAMAQUl.    El^mens  du  Dtoil  Nalurel,  par  Eurlamaqui ;  el 

L'Homme  et  du  Ciioyen,  tela  qo'iLd  lui  aont  presciils  par  la  Lo 

liBdujta  du  Latin  de  Pufendorf  par  Barljejiac,  avec  lea  Notes 

leur  el  le  judgemeal  de  Leibnitz :  1320. 
CORNKLII  Van  Hynkershoek,  Opera;  1753. 

Llamado  Librg  del  ConBulKdo :   por  D.  AmoniQ  de  Capmany, 
palsn.    Madrid:  1701. 
GEOTIUS'S  riglits  of  War  and  Peaee,  including  the  Law  of  Nature  a 

beBl  polilieal  and  legal  wrilers.— [In  French,  1724,  and  English, 
HEINKCCIUS,  Soriplorea  de  Jure  Mantinio :  1740. 
lACOBSEN'S  Law!  or  Ihe  Sea,  with  refeiVnee  lo  Marilime  Coinm 

peace  and  war  s  ISIS.— {In  German  and  English.] 
LB  BRUN.   LibcnaddelDsMeree:  leao. 
LBNOUVEAU  VALIN,  ou  Code  Commercial  Marilime  pat  San 

pone:  1809. 

Trailes :  1764. 


wliieh  Ihey  are  lobe  loiindi  translated  ftom  Ite  French  by  William  ( 
belt ;  17BS. 
MARTENS.  Guide  Dipiomalique  ou  Iroit^  des  droits,  deB  Immiiiiiies  et 
devoira,  des  Minislres  publics,  des  agens  diploraatiques  el  conanlai 
dana  loute  I'etendue  de  leurs  foncllons,  pvictit  de  con sid£ rations  g^n^r 
sur  I'llude  de  la  diplomalie!  auivi  d'nn  Irallfi  du  style  des  composil 
diplomatique,  d'une  bibliogiaphie  diplomatique  eholsie,  etc,  etc.    Fa 

PEUCHET,  Du  CoramercB  dea  Neulres  en  tempa  de  Guerre,  Iraduit  de  Lite 

PUFENDORFIIde  Jure  Natureeet  Gentium,  Ljbriocto:  IflSa 

RUTUEKPOKDiS  Inatilulea  ofNalural  Law ;  1799. 

SYSTEME  Universel  dea  principea  de  Droit  Marilime  de  L'Europe,  par  D 

Azuni,  Iraduit  d'ltalien  par  M.  Digeon :  1798. 
TRATADO  JURIDICO.  POLITICO,  aobte  Presaaa  de  Mar,  y  ealidadea  que  de 

Jnaepb  de  Abreu,  y  Berlodauo,    Cadii ;  1740. 


Hn^lcdbyGoOglc 


481 

VALIN.    NouvoauConim 

tntBirc  1 

™r  L'0,rionnD 

nse 

laMnri 

ne:10Sl. 

:inciplE5  of  ih, 

re,  EppJkc 

pii 

)-^[lii  1 

French,  i; 

'75,  an 

English,  l^iO.1 

WARD'S  Inquiry  Inio  the 

le  Law  < 

of  Groliui 

lYENCKII  CqdBI  Judsge] 

WHEATOrCS  Digest  of  ft 

if  Maritime  Ct 

and  Pi. 

iMSiieie 

ifJiilern. 

WICQUEFOBT'S  Ambas 

aadora 

nd  his  functic 

,E' 

Olid  the  Elecioti 

ironslmedimoEngli 

slihyM 

..  Dlgby. 

velioni;  1780. 
LORira  PtinciploiofCutroneyandBankinj.    New  York;  1B29. 
McABTHUR'S  Finaneial  and  Folilioal  Facts  of  Ihs  16lli  CemuiT:  lEOl. 
MAI.THUS'9  Piineiplea  of  Political  Economy :  1821. 

EEaay  on  tiie  Principle  ofPopulation:  180S. 
PHILLIPS'S  ManDSlofPoliticalEeononiy:  IWS. 
RAYMOND'S  ElemoEH  of  Political  Economy:  1821. 
SAY'S  Tteatise  on  Political  Economy,  translated  from  the  French:  1927. 

Calechiam  of  Politieal  Economy,  do.:  1818. 
SKIDMORE'S  Rights  of  Man  to  Property  :  ISSff. 
SMITH'S  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Causes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  with 

Notes  and  Sopplemenlary  Chapters,  by  WiUiam  Playfair :  ISIS. 
TAYLOR'S  Cooslrnotion  Construed,  and  Conslitutions  Vindicated :  1820. 
THE  DIPLOMACY  of  the  United  Stales  i  being  an  account  of  the  Foreign  Rela- 

uons  of  the  country,  ftom  1178  to  1814.    Printed  in  1830. 
A  DIGEST  of  the  Commeteia!  Regulations  of  the  diifetenl  Foreign  Nations  with 

which  the  United  Slates  have  inlerconrse :  1834. 
A  GENERAL  Outline  of  lie  United  States  of  North  America,  hei  Resources  and 

Prospects,  with  a  Statistical  Comparison,  showing  the  advances  made  in 

NOVANGLUS  AND  MASSACHUSETTENSIS,  or  Political  Essays,  published 
in  1774  and  1J7S,  on  the  principal  points  of  controversy  between  Great  Bri- 
tain nnd  her  colDDtea  i  the  former  by  John  Adams,  the  latter  by  Jonathan 
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POLITICAL  MISCELLANIES,  compil 

SELECT  PAMPHL.ET3,  EonBislii^,  or 

of  IhB  war  i  and  811  eiaminmion 


lists. 

THE  AMERICAN  REMEMBRANCER,  or  ^  Impatlial  colleoli. 

onofE„ay: 

BoLvfH,  Speeches,  &c.,  relalive  to  the  Ttealy  ( Jay'i)  wilh  Gr. 

THE  DIPLOMA'nc  Coiieipondence  of  Uie  American  Revoli 

ition.    By  , 

Sparks!  ISSa. 

THE  DUPLICATE  LETTERS;  the  Fisheries,  snfl  Ihe  Mlssls! 

iippiidocoi 

ed  and  publ 

by  John Quinoy  Adams:  18SS. 

WAITERSTON  AND  VAM  ZANDT'S  Tabular  SlalisUeal  Vie 

wsofiheU 

BLOUNT'S  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Ibrmatioaof  Ihe  Confederal 

Lion,particL 

Governmedl  over  Indian  tribes  and  tbe  public  territory:  1! 

DEBATES  and  other  Procsedings  of  the  Convention  of  Vkgii 

lia,  eonveti 
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CHAPTEH  12. 


pDu^tO  to  DOVLfoifiv  rm^viA^^eW  to  tn-env  Ltt  tc^,  fettfiV,  ruvd  liLifictua^oti'. 

TO  ALL  TO  WHOM  THESE  PRESENTS  SHALL  COME, 
WB  THE  UNDERSIGNED  DELEGATES  OF  THE  STATES 
AFFIXED  TO  OUR  NAMES,  SEND  GREETING.— Whereas  (he 
Delegates  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem  bled  did  on 
the  15ih  day  of  November  m  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1777,  and  in  the 
Second  Year  of  the  Independence  of  America  ogtee  to  ccndn  articles 
of  Confederation  and  perpetual  Union  between  the  States  of  New  Hnmp- 
ahire,  Massachusalts-bBy,  Rhode-island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  I>elaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  Nartb- Carolina,  South- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in  the 
words  following,  siz, 

"ARTICLES  OF  CONFEDERATION  AND  PERPETUAL  UNION 
BETWEEN  THE  STATES  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE,  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS-BAY, RHODE-ISLAND  AND  PROVIDENCE  PLAN- 
TATIONS, CONNECTICUT,  NEW- YORK,  NEW-JERSEY,  PENN- 
SYLVANIA, DELAWARE,  MARYLAND,  VIRGINIA,  NORTH. 
CAROLINA,  SOUTH-CAEOUNA,  AND  GEORGIA. 


ARTICLE  n.  Each  state  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom  ai 

;onftderation  expressly  delegated  to  the  united  states,  in  i 
issemlilci 
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ARTICLE  III.  The  said  states  hereby  severally  enter  iiilo  a  firm 
league  of  iJiendship  with  each  other,  for  thoir  coniraon  defence,  the 
security  of  their  Liberties,  and  their  mutual  and  general  welfare,  bind- 
ing themselves  to  assist  each  other,  against  all  force  off  red  to  or  attacks 
made  upon  them,  or  any  of  them,  on  account  of      1 1    Hi  S    Ji 

liade,  or  any  other  pretence  whatever. 

ARTICLE  IV.  The  better  to  secure  and  perp  m  tital  f      d- 

ship  and  intercourse  among  the  people  of  die  diil  n  ta  n  bis 
union,  the  free  inliabitanu  of  each  of  these  states  p  p  a,  gabon  Is, 
and  fugitives  from  Justice  excepted,  shall  be  enti  Id  Up  1  ges 
and  immunities  of  free  citizens  in  the  several  Stat  ad  h  peopi  of 
each  state  shall  have  &ee  ingress  and  regress  lo  and  from  any  odier 
Elate,  and  shall  eijjoy  therein  all  the  privileges  of  trade  and  commerce, 
subject  to  the  same  duties,  impositions  and  restrictions  as  the  inhabitants 
(hereof  respective!;,  prov'ded  that  such  restriction  shall  not  extend  so 
ftit  as  to  prevent  the  removal  of  property  imported  into  any  state,  to  any 
otlier  state  of  which  (he  Owner  is  an  inhabitant;  provided  also  that  no 
imposition,  duties  or  restriction  shall  be  laid  by  any  state,  on  the  pro- 
perty of  the  united  states,  Of  either  of  them. 

If  any  person  guilty  of,  or  chained  with  ireaaon,  felony,  or  other  higo 
misdemeanor  in  any  state,  shall  flee  from  Justice,  and  be  found  in  any 
of  the  united  states,  he  shall  upon  demand  of  the  Governor  or  executive 
power,  of  the  state  from  which  he  iled,be  delivered  up  and  removed 
to  tbe  state  having  jurisdiction  of  his  ofience. 

cords,  acts  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  and  magistrates  of 


ARTICLE  y.  For  the  more  convenient  raanaeement  of  the  general 
interest  of  the  united  stales,  delegates  shall  be  annually  appointed  in 
such  matmer  as  the  legislature  of  each  state  shall  direct,  to  meet  in  con- 
gress on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  in  every  year,  with  a  power 
reserved  to  each  slate,  lo  recal  its  delegates,  or  any  (rf  them,  at  any  time 
within  the  year,  and  to  send  others  in  tlieir  stead,  Ibr  the  remainder  of 
the  Year. 

No  state  shall  be  represented  in  congress  by  less  than  two,  nor  by 
more  tiian  seven  members;  and  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being  a 
delegate  for  more  than  three  years  in  any  term  of  sin  years ;  nor  shall 
any  person,  being  a  delegate,  be  capable  of  holding  any  oflice  under  the 
united  states,  for  which  he,  or  another  for  his  benefit  receives  any  salary, 
fees  or  emolument  of  any  kind. 

Each  stale  shall  maintain  its  own  delegates  in  any  meeting  of  the 
states,  and  while  ihey  act  as  members  of  the  committee  of  die  states. 

In  determining  ques^ons  in  the  imited  states,  in  congress  assembled, 

Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  congress  shall  not  be  impeached  or 
questioned  in  any  Court,  or  place  out  of  congress,  and  the  members  of 
congress  shall  be  protected  in  their  persons  from  arrests  and  iniprisoO' 
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meMta,  during  ilie  time  of  llieir  going  to  and  fiom,  and  attendance  on 
congress,  except  for  treason,  fulony,  or  breach  of  tlie  peace. 

ARTICLE  VL  No  state  without  the  Consent  of  the  united  states  in 
congress  nsaenibled,  shall  send  atiy  embassy  to,  or  receive  any  embassy 
from,  or  enter  into  any  conference,  Bgreement,  alliance  or  treaty  with 
any  King  prince  ot  state;  nor  shall  any  person  holding  any  office  of 
pruSl  or  trual  under  the  united  states,  or  any  of  ihem,  accept  of  any  pre- 
sent, emolument,  office  or  title  of  any  kind  whatever  from  any  king, 
prince  or  foreign  state;  nor  shall  the  united  states  in  congress  assembled, 
or  any  of  them,  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

No  two  or  more  stales  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  confederation  or 
alliaiu:s  whatever  between  them,  without  the  consent  of  the  united  states 
in  congress  assembled,  speoiiying  aoourately  the  purposes  for  whieii  the 
same  is  to  be  entered  into,  (md  how  long  it  shall  continue. 

No  state  shall  lay  any  imposts  or  d  uties,  which  may  interfere  with 
any  stipulations  in  treaties,  entered  into  by  the  united  states  in  congreu 
assembled,  with  any  king,  prince  or  state,  in  pursuance  of  any  treaties 
already  proposed  by  congress,  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain. 

No  vessels  of  war  shall  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  by  any  state,  ex' 
cept  such  number  only,  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  ihe  united 
states  in  congress  assembled,  for  the  defence  of  suoli  slate,  or  its  trade ; 
nor  shall  any  body  of  forces  be  kept  up  by  any  state,  in  time  of  peace, 
except  such  number  only,  as  in  llie  judgment  of  the  united  states,  in 
congress  assembled,  shall  be  deemed  requisite  to  garrison  the  forts  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  such  state ;  but  every  state  shall  always  keep 
up  a  well  regulated  and  disciplined  railitia,  sufficiently  armed  and  ac- 
coutred, and  shall  provide  and  have  constanlly  ready  for  use,  in  public 
stores,  a  due  number  of  field  pieces  and  tents,  and  a  proper  quantity  of 
arms,  ammunition  and  camp  equipage. 

No  state  shall  engage  in  any  war  without  the  consent  of  the  raiited 
states  in  congress  assembled,  unless  such  state  be  actually  invaded  by 
enemies,  or  sliali  Have  received  certain  advice  of  a  resolution  being 
i&rmed  by  some  nation  of  Indians  to  invade  such  state,  and  the  danger 
is  so  imminent  as  not  to  admit  of  a  delay,  till  the  united  states  in  con- 
gress assembled  can  be  consulted:  nor  shall  any  state  grant  commissions 
to  any  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  nor  letters  of  marque  or  reprisal,  except 
it  be  after  a  declaration  of  war  by  the  united  states  in  congress  assembled, 
and  then  only  against  the  kingdom  or  state  and  the  suhjects  thereof, 
against  which  war  has  been  so  declared,  and  under  such  regulations  as 
shall  be  established  by  the  united  states  in  congress  assembled,  unless 
Buob  state  be  infested  by  pirates,  in  which  case  vessels  of  war  may  be 
fitted  out  for  that  occasion,  and  kept  so  long  as  the  danger  shall  con- 
tinue, or  until  the  united  stales  in  congress  assembled  shall  determine 

ARTICLE  VII.  When  land-forces  are  raised  by  any  state  for  the 
common  defence,  all  officers  of  or  under  the  rank  of  colonel,  shall  bo 
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pointment. 

ARTICLE  VIII.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  expenses  ibat 
fchall  be  incurred  for  the  oommon  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed 
by  tlie  united  states  in  coLgresa  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a 
tommon  treasury,  which  shall  be  suppUed  by  the  several  slates,  in  pro- 
porUon  to  the  value  of  all  land  wilhin  each  state,  granted  to  or  surveyed 
for  any  Person,  es  such  land  and  the  btiildinga  and  improvements 
lliereon  shall  be  estimated  according  to  such  mode  as  the  united  stales 
in  congress  assembled,  shall  from  lime  to  time,  direct  and  appoint  The 
taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority 
and  clirsotion  of  the  legislamres  of  d.e  several  states  within  the  time 
agreed  upon  by  the  united  stales  in  congress  assembled. 

ARTICLE  IS.  The  united  states  in  congress  assembled,  shall  have 
the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  and 
war,  except  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  6th  article — of  sending  and 
receiving  ambassadors — eiilaring  into  treaties  and  alliances,  provided 
diat  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  made  whereby  the  legislative  power 
of  the  respective  states  shall  he  restrained  ftom  imposing  such  imposts 
and  duties  on  ibteignera,  as  their  own  people  are  subjected  to,  or  from 
prohibiting  the  exportation  oc  impotlation  of  any  species  of  goods  or 
commodities  whatsoever— of  establishing  rules  for  deciding  in  aU  cases, 
what  captures  on  land  or  water  shall  be  legal,  and  in  what  manner 
prizes  taken  by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the  setvice  of  the  united  stales 
shall  be  divided  or  appropriated— of  granting  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  in  times  of  peace — appointing  courts  Ibr  the  trial  of  piracies  and 
felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas  and  establishing  courts  fbr  receiving 
and  determining  finally  appeals  in  all  cases  of  captures,  provided  that 
no  member  of  congress  shall  be  appointed  a  judge  of  any  of  the  said 
courts. 

The  united  states  in  congress  assembled  shall  also  be  (he  last  resort 
on  appeal  in  all  disputes  and  differences  now  subsisting  or  that  here- 
aflet  may  arise  between  two  or  more  stales  eonceniing  boundary,  juris- 
diction or  any  other  cause  whatever ;  which  authority  shall  always  be 
eisrcised  in  the  manner  foUowing.  Whenever  the  legislative  or  execu- 
tive authority  or  ^wful  agent  of  any  slate  in  controversy  with  another 
shall  present  a  petition  to  congress,  stating  the  matter  in  question  and 
praying  fbr  a  hearing,  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  by  order  of  congress 
to  the  legislative  or  executive  authority  of  the  other  stale  in  controversy, 
and  a  day  assigned  fbr  the  appearance  of  the  parties  by  their  lawful 
agents,  who  shall  then  be  directed  to  appoint  by  joint  consent,  commis- 
sioners or  judges  to  constitute  a  court  for  hearing  and  determining  the 
matter  in  question  :  but  if  they  cannot  agree,  congress  shall  name  three 
persons  out  of  each  of  the  united  states,  and  from  the  list  of  such  per- 
sons each  party  shall  alternately  strike  out  one, the  peiidoners  beginning, 
imtii  the  number  shall  he  reduced  to  thirteen ;  and  from  that  liismliei 
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not  less  tliaii  seven,  nor  mocp  than  nine  names  as  congress  shall  direct, 
ahail  in  Ihe  presence  of  congress  be  drawn  out  by  lot,  and  the  persons 
wlioae  names  shaU  be  so  dtawii  or  any  five  of  tliein,  shall  be  commis' 
sioners  or  judges,  to  hear  and  finall;  determine  the  controversy,  so 
always  as  a  major  pari  of  the  judges  who  shall  hear  the  cause  shall 
agree  ia  the  deterniination :  and  if  either  parly  shall  neglect  to  attend 
at  the  day  appointed,  without  showing  reasons,  which  congress  shall 
judge  sulliGient,  or  being  present  shall  refuse  to  strike,  the  uongress  shall 
proceed  to  nomiiiBto  three  persons  out  of  each  stats,  aud  the  secretary 
of  congress  shall  strike  in  belialf  of  suoh  parly  absent  or  refusing;  and 
the  judgment  and  sentence  of  the  court  to  be  appointed,  in  the  manner 
befiire  prescribed,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive;  and  if  any  of  the  par- 
ties shall  refuse  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  such  court,  or  to  appear  or 
defend  their  claim  or  cause,  the  court  shall  nevertheless  proceed  to  pro- 
nounce sentence,  or  jiulgment,  which  shall  in  like  mannec  be  final  and 
decisive,  the  judgment  or  sentence  tmd  other  proceedings  being  in  either 
case  transmitted  to  cor^ress,  a  d  lodged  among  the  acts  of  congress  ibr 
the  security  of  the  parties  concerned :  provided  that  every  commissioner, 
before  he  sits  in  judgment,  shall  take  an  oath  to  be  administered  by  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  supreme  or  supecior  court  of  the  state,  where  the 
cause  shall  be  tried,  "  well  and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter 
in  question,  according  to  the  best  of  bis  judgment,  without  favour,  afiec- 
tion  or  hope  of  reward :"  provided  also  that  no  stale  shall  be  deprived 
of  territory  Ibr  the  benefit  of  the  united  states. 

All  controversies  concerning  the  private  right  of  soil  claimed  under 
tlifierent  grants  of  two  or  more  stales,  whose  jurisdictions  as  they  may 
respect  such  lands,  and  the  states  which  passed  such  grants  are  ad- 
justed, the  said  grants  or  either  of  them  being  at  the  same  time  claimed 
to  have  originated  antecedent  to  such  sellleraent  of  jurisdiction,  sliall  on 
the  petition  of  either  party  to  the  congress  of  the  united  states,  be  finally 
determined  as  near  as  may  be  in  the  same  manner  as  is  before  pre- 
scribed for  deciding  disputes  respecting  territorial  jurisdiction  between 
difiereut  states. 

The  united  states  in  congress  assembled  shall  also  have  the  sole  and 
exclusive  right  and  power  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin 
struck  by  their  own  authority,  or  by  ^t  of  the  respective  states — fixing 
the  slandaid  of  weights  and  measures  throughout  the  United  States — 
regulating  the  trade  and  managing  all  afiairs  with  the  Indians,  not  mem- 
bers of  any  of  the  states,  provided  thai  the  legislative  right  of  any  state 
■within  its  own  limits  be  not  infringed  or  violated — eslabhshmg  or  re- 
lating post-offices  Horn  one  state  to  another,  throughout  all  the  united 
states,  and  exacting  such  postage  on  the  papers  passing  thro'  the  same 
as  may  be  requisite  to  defraythe  expenses  of  Ihesaid  office— appointing 
nil  oflicers  of  the  land  forces,  in  the  service  of  the  united  slates,  except- 
ing regimental  officers — appointing  all  the  officers  of  the  naval  forces. 


states — making  rules  for  the  government  and  regu 
Eirid  naval  forces,  and  directing  thsir  operations. 
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ITie  uniled  slates  in  congress  assembled  shall  liave  authorfty  lo  ap- 

"  A  Committee  of  the  States,"  and  to  consist  of  one  delegate  fi-om  eacli 
stale;  and  lo  appoint  such  other  committees  oiid  civil  offioera  as  may 
be  necessary  for  managing  the  general  afiaii-s  of  the  united  states  under 
their  direction — to  appoint  one  of  dieic  number  to  preside,  provided  that 
no  person  be  allowal  to  serve  in  the  office  of  president  more  than  one 
year  in  any  term  of  three  years ;  lo  asoerlain  the  neoesaary  sums  of 
Money  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  united  slates,  and  to  appropri- 
ate and  apply  the  same  fbr  defraying  the  public  expenses — to  borrow 
money,  or  emit  bills  on  the  credit  of  the  united  states,  transmitting  every 
half  year  to  the  respective  stales  an  account  of  the  sums  of  money  so 
borrowed  or  emitted, — lo  build  and  equip  a  navy — to  agree  upon  the 
number  of  land  forces,  and  to  make  requisitions  from  each  slate  for  its 
quota,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  suoh  slate ; 
which  requisition  shaK  be  binding,  and  thereupon  the  l^slature  of.  each 
state  shall  appoint  the  regimental  officers,  raise  the  men  and  cloath,  arm 
and  equip  them  in  a  soldier  hke  manner,  at  the  expense  of  the  united 
slates ;  and  the  officers  and  men  so  cloalhed,  armed  and  equipped  shall 
marcli  lo  the  place  appointed,  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  tlie 
united  states  in  ooi^tess  assembled:  But  if  ihe  united  slates  in  congress 
assembled  shall,  on  consideration  of  eircumsianoes  judge  proper  that 
any  state  should  not  raise  men,  or  should  raiae  a  smaller  number  than 
its  quola.and  that  any  other  state  should  raise  a  greater  number  of  men 
than  the  quota  thereof,  such  extra  number  shall  be  raised;  officered, 
cloathed,  armed  and  equipped  in  the  same  manner  as  the  quota  of  such 
state,  unless  the  legislature  of  suoh  state  shall  judge  that  such  extra  num- 
ber cannot  be  safely  spared  out  of  the  same,  in  which  case  they  shall 
raise  officer,  oloath,  arm  and  equip  as  many  of  suoh  extra  mirabet  as 
they  judge  can  be  safely  spared.  And  the  officers  and  men  so  cloathed, 
armed  and  equipped,  shal!  march  to  the  place  appointed,  and  within 
ibe  time  agreed  on  by  the  united  states  in  congress  assembled. 

The  united  stales  in  congress  assembled  shall  never  engage  in  a  war, 
nor  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  in  tune  of  peace,  nor  enter  into 
any  treaties  or  alliances,  nor  coin  nioney,  nor  regulate  the  value  thereof 
nor  ascertain  the  sums  and  expenses  necessaiy  for  the  defence  and 
welfere  of  the  united  stales,  or  any  of  them,  nor  emit  hiKe,  nor  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  united  slates,  nor  approrpiale  money,  nor 
agree  upon  Ihe  number  of  vessels  of  war,  to  be  built  or  purchased,  or 
the  number  of  land  or  sea  forces  lo  be  raised,  nor  appoint  a  commander 
in  chief  of  the  army  or  navy,  unless  nine  states  assent  lo  Uie  same :  nor 
shall  a  question  on  any  other  point,  except  for  adjourning  from  day  lo 
day  be  determined,  unless  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  united  stales 

The  Congress  of  the  united  states  shall  have  power  lo  ailjourn  to  any 
time  within  Ihe  year,  and  to  any  place  widiin  the  united  slates,  so  dial 
no  period  of  adjournment  be  for  a  longer  duration  than  the  space  of  six 
niondis.  and  sliali  publish  the  Journal  of  their  proceedings  monthly,  ex- 
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copt  such  parts  thereof  relating  lo  treaties,  alllaiioes  ot  militaty  opera- 

the  delegates  of  each  slate  on  any  question  shall  Ije  entered  on  the  Jout- 
nB),wheii  it  is  desired  by  any  delegate;  and  tlie  delegates  of  a  state,  or 
any  of  them,  at  his  or  their  request  shall  bs  furnished  with  a  transcript 
of  the  said  Journal,  except  such  parts  as  ate  above  excepted,  to  lay  be- 
fore the  legislatures  of  the  several  stBtes. 

ARTICLE  X.  The  committee  of  the  states,  or  any  nine  of  them,  shall 
be  authorized  to  eicecule,  in  the  recess  of  congress^  such  of  the  powers 
of  congress  fis  the  united  stales  in  congress  assembled,  by  the  coiiseni 
of  nine  states,  shall  from  time  to  time  think  expedient  to  vest  them 
with ;  provided  that  no  power  bo  delegated  to  the  said  committee,  for 
the  exercise  of  which,  by  the  articles  of  eonfederation,  the  yoiee  of  nice 
states  in  the  congress  of  the  united  slates  assembled  is  requisite. 

ARTICLE  XL  Canada  acceding  to  this  confederation,  and  joining  in 
the  measures  of  the  rniited  states,  shall  be  admitted  into,  and  entitled  to 
al!  the  advantages  of  this  union :  but  no  other  colony  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  same,  unless  such  admission  be  agreed  to  hy  nine  states. 

ARTICLE  XII.  All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  monies  borrowed  atid 
debta  contracted  by,  or  under  the  authority  of  congress,  before  the  assem- 
bling of  the  united  states,  in  pursuance  of  tlie  present  confederation, 
shall  be  deemed  and  considered  as  a  chaige  against  the  united  stales, 
for  payment  and  satis^tion  whereof  the  said  united  slates,  and  the 
pubhc  feilh  are  hereby  solemnly  pledged, 

ARTICLE  XIIL  Every  slate  shall  abide  by  the  determinations  of 
the  united  states  in  congress  assembled,  on  all  questions  which  by  this 
eonfederation  is  submitted  to  them.  And  the  Articles  of  this  confedera- 
tion shall  he  inviolably  observed  by  every  stale,  and  the  union  shall  be 
perpetual;  nor  sliall  any  alteration  at  any  lime  hereafter  be  made  in 
any  of  them;  unless  such  alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a  congress  of  tlie 
united  states,  and  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  legislatures  of  every 

And  Whereas  it  hath  pleased  the  Great  Governor  of  the  World  to  in- 
cline the  hearts  of  the  legislatures  we  respectively  represent  in  congress, 
to  approve  of,  and  to  authorize  us  to  ratify  the  said  articles  of  confedera- 
tion and  perpetual  union.  Know  Ye  that  we  the  undersigned  delegates, 
by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  us  given  for  that  purpose,  do  ^y 
these  presents,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  our  respective  constituents, 
fully  ana  entirely  ratify  and  confirm  each  and  every  of  the  said  articles 
of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  and  all  and  singular  the  matters 
and  things  therein  contained:  And  we  do  further  solemnlj'  plight  and 
engage  the  faith  of  our  respective  constituents,  that  they  slmli  abide  by 
tlie  determinations  of  the  tmited  states  in  congress  assembled,  nn  all 
questions, which  bythe  said  confederation  are  submitted  to  thera.  And 
ttiat  the  articles  [hereof  shall  be  inviolably  observed  by  the  states  we 
respectively  represent,  and  that  the  union  shall  be  perpetual.  In  wit 
ness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  in  Congress.    Done  at 
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El  bridge  Gerrj", 


j"  Htals  of  Ml 


Philails;[pliia  in  t1ie  siaifi  of  Pennsylvania  ilie  Qlli  IHiy  of  July  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord,  ma,  and  in  tlie  3ii  year  of  the  Independanoe  of 

idDelifJfottba 
the  pa-Tt  and  behaif  of  thfl 

&S^?fKq^,  Afl'dre^AaS,  1°°  ^"  "'"*  ""*  l«t»'f  rf  the 

JnH  SnaDK  TFJlllajn  Suer,  )  On  the  part  9U4  behalf  of  ths 

Fibs  Lewis,  Goavr  Morris,  i  Etale  of  Kew-Terk. 

Jno  WiUwcsnoon,  Nallll  Seoaflor,  I    HaM  o^New-Joraay,  Noven^ 

J     l«ra6lh,17TS. 

Ji'iH  Bajaul  Smtth,  KM  Julj,  1778,  J       *'"''*  of  Peansjliaoift. 

Tho.  M'Keiin,  Teb.  12,  ITTB,     NIctolaa  Van  Dyke,      1  On  the  part  and  tolialf  of  the 
John  Sickmaon,  Uaf  E,  me,  i  state  of  l)e]awace. 

idaroh  iBt,  1781,  March  lot,  1781,        j  state  of  3Ia^]aad, 

John  Batnrter,  ^  Fronda  L^httbot  Lee,   t""  '''*J2^n?v,S^,5'''  **" 
Thomoa  Mama,  )  *" 

John  Peiin,  Coma  Haroott  ( On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 

July  aiat,  1778,  Jno  Williama,  (      atato  of  SortU-Cirolina. 

wlii^  Henry'Draylon,         Thos.  Bejwiml,  jnB.     >''''atate''^3™Hi^atoHna."^ 
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THE  SENATE. 
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William  Upb»ni,  Honlpsllor.  Siniuel  a,  PhclpF,  Mlaaicllur;. 

Dunlol  S.  Dicliena™,  BlOKbampton.  WJUiBin  H.  Sewarfl,  Auburo,  Ci'juga.  m 
A>»  Jo  .J 

Eantel  StuPBeon,  Bnionlown.  James  Coopur.  Pottstille. 

Pifsley  Spruanoe,  Smrrna.  J  WbIm,  WiLmlngtou. 

James  A.  PeanH,  Cheat^ctown,  Ktot  <.»"  Tbomae  G.  Pratl^  AiiDiipolis. 

George  E,  Bidgi'    E  1  ^b  nil!   P.  Mangum,  R<>i)  hloontEiin, 

A.P.  Butler,  Ed-ofi  Id  C    H  R  W  Barnwell,  lleaufort. 

S  g 

Jobn  Macpbcrson  Betrl  n    h  WiUl  n  C.  Bawmn,  ScceDSboro, 

John  Bell,  Nash  ill  H  pkl  »  L,  Inmay,  WIpcheater. 

Jesse  D.  Bright,  II  d  so  J  meg  Whltumts  InHiaDnvDlia, 

Jefferson  Bayls,  PiJmj  s.  H  nry  S.  Foote,  Jaehson. 

William  E.  KiD    Si-lm  J  CI  mens,  HuntBville. 

J.  W.  Bradhnry   A   gu  bu  H         bol  Hamlin,  Hampden. 

BaTid  E.  AtdilBon  Pluto  Vsj  Tb  mas  e,  Benton,  St.  Louis. 

Solen  Borland,  H  t  3p  IngH  Will    m  K.  ^baBtian,  Helena. 

IlEnrjr  Dodge,  Dodge  ill  I    ar  P  Walker,  MUmauWe. 

1  -0 

AugqstuaO.  Dodge,  Bu  llnglon  O      ge  W.  Jones,  Du  Buqua 

Jclin  C.  Fremont       nP    n  1  mi    m  M.  Owln,  San  Pranciaco, 
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raial  TerrilcrUs,  iritli  Iheii 


UBirj  Hiblord,  B&tb. 
6.  OeoTge  Ashmun,  SpFlngfietil. 


U.  Joseph  Grlunell,  New  BedArd. 
2.  Nntbaa  F.  JUtuid,  'Wtatalj, 


2,  Oldwn  Beinoldi,  Hooalsk. 
i.  JohD  L.  Bdioolcnfl,  Allianr. 
L  George  R.  Asdnwi,  Tieoaden^a. 


S.  lEau  Wlldcick,  BUrsI 


,  Levin,  Phi1addplii&.  13-  Joffipb  Cueey,  N'ew  B^rllD- 

R.  Chandltr,  PWladelphia.        14.  Chsrlai  W.  Mlmaa,  Poltaville. 


M  wnimit,  Towgnfli. 
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■J  UnmDiDDil,  ELIiauLt'a  i 


a  RiohMd  K.  MeuiP,  PeUTBliurg,  10-  Ricliira  Parktr,  Berty^llla. 

3.  ThoniK  H.  Averetl,  Httlifex  O.  H.         11-  James  McDoivell,  L^nglon 

b!  Pen™ towell,  imliS^H.  '  13-  Bayeite  MoMullBti,  Itye  Covt 

a.  James  A.  Beddon,  BlchmoBii.  14.  James  M.  H.  Beale,  Votnt  W 

5.  Thomos  H.  Baylj.  Aocomao  C.  H.  IS.  TlloiaaB  S.  Hajmond,  Sllrm 

S.  Alexander  K,  HDlledar,  Msngfi?]d,  LoniBa  a>. 

Nortk  IMroUna.  .  „  ,  , 


i.  A-  ir.  SMppcrcl, 

I.  laild  Wallsoe,  Uni™  C.  H. 

a.  JoMph  A.  wiodw«d,  Wilis 
i.  Jaba  UcQueen,  UeaDellEiU 

1.  JoA^h  W.  Jackeon,  BavaDD 


,  Mount  Oil«ia.  8-  EdwarU  Slaolev,  WaabingKio. 

lBl„ni.  ».  Hayii  Outlaw,  Wmdaar. 


or  H.  StcpbenB.  Crawfbrdsvt 


1.  Linn  Bojtt,  Cadlsi. 

J.  Humplirey  Marshall,  Dremiona  L.ci 

Henry  m. 

S.  11^  B,  McLem,  kkton 

S,  Cbatles  S.  Moreb  id  Fraiktbrt. 

6.  John  C.  Mason,  Owinssvil  e 

10.  aiebard  H.  StiBMn  Majsjdle 

e:DanidB«ck,HichmDnfi. 

Ite««!«. 

Y.  Meredith  P.  Gentry  Fr»nk!ln. 

a!  Alberte.  Wathlni,  Fanlher  Sprl 

4,  John  H.  Ssvaga,  SmithiillF. 

10,  Fwderiok  P.  Slsutnn,  Jlemphis. 

6.  Qwrge  W.  JnoBB,  Fayetteviils. 

11.  Ohrtalopbcr  H.  Williams,  Loiington. 

B.  James  H.  Thomas,  Columlda. 

1.  David  T.  Disney,  CinolniisU. 

1-i.  Bamuel  F.  Vinton,  Galllpolls. 

2.  I«wls  B.Campbell,  Hamilton. 

8.  Kobert  0.  Sehanck,  Bajbjn. 

it  WlIlL  F.  HMUr,  wtl^fleld. 

4.  H»ca  B.  CondD,  UrbEMina. 

la.  Moses  Hosiland,  Mmerebarg. 
17.  Joseph  Caflo,  CacroUton. 

t  AS^K^^KSSTw^'^Jlie. 

fi.  John  L.  Taylor,  Chillimtba. 

\i.  John  Crowel'l,  WarJsn. 

e.  Mson  B.  Olds,  Cin:lBvUle. 

20.  Joi'hua  B.  GIddlnge,  JefTersDD. 

21.  Joseph  U.  KoDt,  SuiduEliy. 

].  EmLlo  Lb  Sire,  Hen  OrlcajlB. 


K  UoHO,  SC  Mai-Uoerll 
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lii-piiee  \v.  Jullui,  CBntroTllle, 
Jtwjb  TlKimF^tif  OxfoM. 
WlUlun  U.  BlBwll,  BellarUle. 


Lin  A.  nschardeobr  Quincf . 
m  L.  Harris,  Petonbnrg. 


u  J.  D.  Fuller,  Calsie. 


S.  EingliaiB,  Kensington. 


ItoHerC  W.  Johnson,  Little  Roclc 

B.  Cairinglon  CabcU,  TallahinBee. 

DaTld  S.  Kanfintni,  SaMnetown.  a.  Tolney  R  Howaid,  Saa  Antonio. 

Daniel  S.  Miller, .  2.  Shepherd  Lefflcr,  EnrUngton. 

Cliarlea  Dnrkw.  Sonthpart  3.  James  Dnane  Doty,  Menasba. 

Oiiifli™*!. 
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ADAMS,  PtesWent  of  Iho  U.  S.,  Match  4,  ITBT.    Inaugural  Addresi  of  John  ST. 

ADAMS,  Vice  Prciidenl  of  Ihs  U.S.    First  election  of  John 31 

ADAMS,  ViceFresidenloflhe  U.S.    Second  election  of  John 31 

ADAMS,  asPtesiflentoftheU.S.    Election  of  John 3] 

ADAMS,  as  PreEidenlof  the  V.  S.    ElecUonof  John  Quinoy 3S4,  31 

ADAMS,  Vice  President,  in  Senate  of  the  U.S.    Attendance  of  John 3i 


Bscomnisnder-in-chiefofthe  army,  December  as,  ITES X 

ADDRESS  of  Thomns  MitHin,  Fieiident  of  Coi^eis,  in  answer  to  the  same  St 
Df  George  Washington,  u  President  of  Iha  U.  S.,  April  30, 1IS9. 

jf  George  TVashington  to  the  people  of  Iho  U.  S.,  Septenilier  17, 

nm.    Farewell 21 

ALA  BAMA.    Chronolo^cel  stglemeni  of  the  formation  of  the  govemmenl  of  ii 
AMBASSADORS  nnd  their  domestics.     An  set  for  the  protection  of  foreign  ^ 

AMENDHtENTSoflheConatiimiomjflheU.  S.-.- ! 

AMENDMENTS  of  the  Constilulion  of  the  U.  S.  by  Ihs  Slates.  Dales  of  rati- 

fioalionoffirsllen 3 

AMENDMENTS  of  Uu  Coni^tnlion  of  the  U.  S.    Same  of  Iha  eleventh  and 

iwelflh a 

AMENDMENTS  of  the  ConsUmUon,  when  ratifiea  by  the  Sates,  to  be  pub- 

ANALYTlCALIndeiDftheConsllIalionandamendmenla.    An S 

ANNAPOLIS,  io  1186,  reeomioending  ihe  Convenlioti  to  Ibrm  the  Constitu- 
tion.   Proceedings  ofthaeoinraissionera  at. 10 

495 
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APPOINTMENT  or  Goorge  Wajliiii^n  lo  be  Ueulenain-genetaJ  end  com- 

mander-m-ehierofalUheatnuBaoftheU.  S,,JuLs3, 1703 93l-aS 

APPORTIONMENT  of  iUpreaenlKUyea  mnong  *e  several  Slalon  according 

lo  Ihe  Sillh  Censna 30 

ARKANSAS.  Ch!«i;ologie8l  stnleniEiH  of  the  farmaiian  of  Ihe  Botercmenl  of  tS 
ABMAMENTS  being  prepared  in  lh«  U.  8.  sgaingl  fbreigu  powers  with 

whom  the  U.S-arsal  peace.    An  eel  lo  prevent 28 

ARMlESoflbeU.S.    Appointment  of  Geoi^  Wasbington  lo  lis  Jieutenant- 

Bcueral  and  commander-in-chief  of  the 231-83 

ARMY  of  the  United  Colonie>,  Jane  15,  1775.    George  Waihington  elected 

commandet-in-chiefoftha SO 

ARMY  of  the  United  Colonien  fixed  nt  BfiOO  per  month.    Pay  and  eipenses 

ARMY  of  the  U,  S.,  Deeemlier  S3, 1783.  Reslgoalioo  by  George  Woahinglon 
of  his  coramiBsion  as  commandet-in-ohief  of  the M 

ATTORNEY  GENERALS  of  ihe  V.  S.,  from  I78B  lo  1861.  Names,  Slslea, 
Bcrrice,  &0.,  of  the « 

AUDIENCE  in  Congress  granted  to  George  Washington,  commander-in-ohiof, 

August  S5, 17SS a 

AUDIENCE  in  Congress,  December  M,  17B3.  George  Washington,  oora- 
mander-iiMihief,  admitted  to  a  pobUc M 


HOOKS  in  Congress  Library,  Description  of 
BOOKS  in  the  State  Department.  Deecriptior 
IIREESE,  Senator  of  the  U.  B.  Letter  of  app 
KURRjtis  Vies  President  of  the  U.S.    ELecU 


CALHOUNjVice  President  of  Ihe  U.S.  First  election  of  John  C 32* 

CALHOUN,  Vice  President  of  the  U.  S.    Second  eleciian  ofj.  C S96 

CALHOUN,  Vice  President,  in  Senate  of  the  U.  S.   Attendance  ofJ.C -341^342 

CALHOUN  resigned  as  Vice  President,  Deeembcr  as,  1SS3.  John  C MS,  S43 

CALHOUN.asSenatofoftheU.a    Terms  of  service  of  John  0 305 
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CEDE    h        West*™   lania  tt  Ih^  U.  S.    Kcsolulion  of  CongrcM  rwominend- 

ng       he  seypral  StelM  to 421 

CEDRl)  bj  lie  States,  shcDld  be  disposHl  of  IDc  tbe  common  beoefit  of  tlia  V.  S, 

CEDJiO)        be  U.  a.  Mill  dstea  of  ceBsion.    NameB  of  Steles  bj  which  WesUm 

CEhSDSBS  n.  S.,  end  fli  numlwr  of  BepresentatiieB.  Act  fbc  tB>klng  SeTeDt1^ 
nod  BubBeqnent- -"■■-■-'- -.^... ., ,.. ,.....,  S05 

CESS  ON  f  the  Horlh-Westem  and  Wealern  Territory  to  tbe  C.  8.  by  certain 
SAtea     Proceedings  which  lea  to  the 4U 

CB11  ON  of  ts  Western  or  Vacant  Lanis  to  the  U.  B.    Act  of  New  Yorlt  for  the  41D 


CHARTED  of  llie  original  Stales.    Chronological  statement  of  the 407,408 

GHKONOLOQIGAL  statemeDt  of  the  Cbarteis  and  fomiation  of  the  Oorermnente 

of  the  several  Stales  and  Territories  of  the  V.  S. 406-410 

CIIIZEH  to  nnderetanH  Uia  Constitullon.    Introdtoclor;  remKiks  on  duty  of 

CLERK  of  the  House  of  Repreaentstives  of  the  C.  8.    Oalha  to  be  taieu  hy 

CLERKS  In  all  (lie  Departments  of  GarerDment.    Oaths  to  be  taken  b;  the  mo,  2»1 

States,  servioes,  ic.  of  the 3S8 

CLERKS  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  TT.  8.  from  1789  to  ISil.    Names,  te. 

of  the SiS 

CLINTON,  Vice  President  of  tiie  U.  S.    Election  of  Oeorge 313,330 

CLOTON,  Vke  Prosidcnl,ln  Senate  of  the  U.  S.    Attendance  of  Oeorgs 333-31D 

GOLLECIOnS  of  the  Customs  anthoriied  to  datidn  vessels  bnllC  toi'  warUHo 

purposes a09 

COLONIAL  end  KevolutJonary  Doonmentarj  Histoiy.    Books  relating  to  thO"  453 

COMMERCE.  Resolution  of  Virghiia  Ibr  a  aniform  ajrtein  of  tra^  commerce, 
4c,  January  21, 178H 160 

COMMIiECB.  Procealioge  of  Couventloa  at  AunapolU  appointed  for  said  pur- 
pose, September  14, 17M 161 

COMMERCE.  Resolution  of  Congress,  of  Eebruary  21, 173T,  calling  tbe  Ceuveu- 
tlon  which  fbrmell  the  Constitution 160 

COMMERCE.    Acts  of  the  several  States  tbr  the  appointment  of  deputies  to  said 

more  effectnall;  for  the  commercial  Interests  of  the  V.  S.,  and  to  remedy  all 

the  defects  of  the  Federal  system,  ic.--. -■'--»-■-.■-■■■-■-- - JfVJ 

COMMERCE.    The  ConsUtution  declares  that  "The  Congress  shall  hive  power 
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COMMERCIAL  Regulations.    Deacripiion  of  1 
COMMITTEES  of  CongreiE  lo  adminislec  OatI: 


COMPENSATION  lo  Ibe  Prasidetil  aiid  Vice  Fiesideu!  oniw  U.  S.    An  scl 

making ■ 80 

sons  uppoinled  to  deliver  Iha  Eleeloral  volee  of  I'rs- 


do.  do.,  183* 

CO  (FEDERATION,  Bbowing  the  insfficiency  of  that  gDvemraenl,  tiiid  l< 

Jig  10  IbeBdoplianoftheConsliMtian.  Froceadings  of  Iha  Congress  of 
COKFEDKRATION.    Tlie  formUion  of  s  Conveolion  lo  framo  the  Coiisl 

tion,  rooommended  in  IMB,  as  a  means  lo  remedy  the  defeoia  in  lbs 


■■ ■- 

'" 

chl,lTSl. 

Dates  of  rati 

eaiion  by  llie  Stales. 

»id  oeus 

cleeof 

CONGRESS 

of  the  Confederal] 

le  Conetilu- 

CONGRESS 

of  Ibe  Confederal 

on,  and  res 

olulioneoflh 

Ibody, 

showingthe 

or  the  Governme 

nls  wid  ne- 

fcc.    Reports  of  c 

133, 14IJ-14!i-14l!-l50, 15 

CONGRESS 

Financia 

and  Commercial 

ifficulUea 

o  lie  seTeral 

Eesoiulio 
CONGRESS 

of  the  Confedero 

ion  in  17 

ConrenUon 

which  fo 

nied  Ihe  CoTBtLlol 

on.    Proce 

dingaof...- 

lolheSlal*i,tob 

n,ofSepiBmber2S,lTS7, 

nether 

o£    Resolu- 

CONGRESS 

of  Ihe  Confederal 

on  of  Sep 

mber  13, 17S3,  provid 

«glbrco.n- 

Ihe  Consli 

mionoflhel: 

CONGRESS 

f  July  a,  1770,  ih 

euThe  Us 

PEHDEHTSl 

1778.    De 

CONGRESS 

lutalion  of 

CONGRESS 

for  promoJgatinB 

Ibe  Deel. 

eUon  of  Ind 

pendea 

a.     Eesolu- 

CONGRESS  of  the  Copfederotion,  of  Jnne  17, 1775,  declaring  that  Ihey 

lunes.    Eesoluli,™  of  the ■ 

CONGRESS,  on  August  38,  IJta,  to  George  Wasbinglon,  on  the  term 
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CONGRESS,  of  Decerabet  SO,  1783,  ihal  a  public  enlen»inmRnt  be  given  to 
lli«  wiiimBiider-b-cbief,  OH  Deccmbec  as.    IteEolution  of ^03 

CONGRESS,  Daceinber  S3, 1!S3,  and  answer  qfThomai  Mifflin,  President. 
Re«igo»lion,  by  George  Washington,  of  his  commiMion  to 203 

CONQRESSonlhedeathofGeorgeWashingnoninlTSO.    FioceedingB of  MO-SGa 

CONGRESS  Biiuil  be  in  session  on  llie  second  Weimidoy  in  February,  anc- 
ceeding  every  meelii^  of  EieclorE  of  Fcesident  Bnrl  Vice  Presiilenl  of 

the  U.S. aoa 

CONGRESS.  ProTtaion  for  dividing  SlaWB  into  diiKiels  for  Ihe  eleelion  of 
BepreEeiilaiives  id 169-301 

CONGRESS,  IVoDiMiircli  4,1789,10  March  3, 13SI.  Commencemem  and  tei- 
minaiiono^HDd  number  ofdaysiocachseMiDn  of 33e-3U 

CONGRESS,  from  1789  10  13B1.    Namesof  Senators  in M&.S8* 

CONGRESS,  eJecled  gpeaJier  of  House  of  RepreEenltUJve<,rroin  nSB  id  IgSl. 


CONGRESS  10  admil"  New  Smies"  into  Ihe  Union.    Remarks  oolhe  lighl 


CONGRESSofllieConlbtleislion.    Books lelatin 
CONGRESSfromlTfiSloiaSI.    Descrlplion  of  I 

conlaining  Ihe  Debates  in 

CONGRESS  Library.    Description  of  selection. 
CONNECTICUT,  in  1T37,  appointing  deputies  to 

CONNECllCUT.    Chronologioalstalenwntoftb 


JCUT  ceded  w 
30,181X1 

CONSTITUTION.    Inlrot 


COPJSTITTJTION  of  the  United  State 
CONB'llTUTlON  by  the  States.  Da 
CONSTITUTION  of  the  U.  8.    Ani 

CONOTITUTIOtf  by  the  States.    Da 

raentsoftha 

CONSTITUTION  bythe  Slates.    Da 


which  ted  to  the  adoption  and  ratification  of  Ihe  ■ 
CONSTITUTION  of  the  U  S.    Remarltirelaavo  toi 

CONSTITUTION  for  the  U.S.    Resolnlions  of  the  G. 

Yoth,  passed  July  SI,  1763,  reeommending  a  Con 

CONSTITUTION  ofthe  U.S.  was  formed.    Proceed! 

Pliiladolphia,  by  wiiorathe 
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CONSTITUTION.    Eneommeiidntion  of  Congress  of  llic  ConfcaotB 

CONSTITUTION  of  Ihe  U.  S.    AcIb  of  Iha  Beveral  eimea  for  the  i 


Of  Nflw  Jersey,  on  November  83,  ITSS-  ■ 
Of  Pennsylvania,  oil  December  30, 1JS8 - 
Of  Norlh  Carolina,  on  Janunry  6,  IIS)  ■  ■ 
Of  Delaware,  on  Febroary  3,  1787 


Of  Now  York,  on  February  38, 178J  .- 
Of  South  Carolina,  on  March  8, 1787  -  ■  ■ 
Of  Masanebusetls,  on  March  10, 1787 -- 
OfConn6cllcul,MBy,17S7 

Of  New  Hampabire,  on  2711i  Jone,  17S7 
CONSTITUTION  of  Ihe  U.  S.  lo  Congrens  < 


CONSTITUTION  of  Ihe  U.  B.  lo  Ihe  several  Slates,  lo  be  submilted  lo  Cor 
veolioni  Ihereof.  Resolution  of  Congresi  of  Confederalion,  Seplember^ 
3767,  Iranamiiimg  Ihe 

CONBTITUTtON  nf  Ihe  U.S.  Beaolulion  of  Congress  of  Ihe  Confederalion,  r 
Seplember  13, 17S8,  for  comraencinn  proceedinp  under  Ihe 

CONSTITUTION  in  cerldn  contingencies,  and  for  other  purpose*.  Generi 
Laws  providing  Ihe  meani  of  eieculinj  Ihe 

CONSTlTUTIONoflheU.  S.  islobelaken.   (SeeOafA.)  By  whom  ihe  oal 

losupporithe 15,82,38 

n  raliaed  by  Ihe  Siaies,  lo  be  published  by  Ihe  Seen 

CONVENTION  nl  Philadelphia  to  form  a  Conslilntion,  recommeoded  by  Coi 

CONVENTION  which  (turned  ibe  Consttlnlion  recommendea  by  Congress,  ■ 

CONVENTION  10  form  Ihe  Conalilndon.  Ads  of  Ihe  several  Stales  for  a] 
poiniing  deputies  lo  Ihe 

CONVENTION,  in  1787,  iranamilling  the  CoaiUluUon  lo  Congress  of  ll 


CONVENTION  that  formed  Ihe  Const 

ingsoflhe 

COURT.    {See  Sapremi  Court  o/ Ihe  i 
COURTS  of  ihe  U.  S.,  or  Slale  oourli 


of  Seplember  SB, 
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COURTS  of  the  U.  S.  An  sc(  lo  provide  furUier  lEniedial  juelice  in  i).e. 
[TliiB  ncl  empowers  Ihe  U.  S.  Jurtge!  lo  gionl  Ihe  wtil  of  habeas  eoi  p.js, 
and  to  di»:hiLrge  foreigners  eonftned  in  [he  prison  of  s  Slate,  in  ceilnin 
cases.] aul 

COURTS  of  llie  U.  S.  and  of  the  several  States.  Little  &  Brown's  eailion  of 
Iho  Laws  of  the  U,  S.  declared  to  lia  CTidence  in  all  the  tribunals,  offices, 
and aui,  303 

COURT  of  the  V.  S.  ftom  1T89  to  1861.  Description  of  boolts  of  Reports  of 
deeisions  of  the  Supreoie 166 

CBANCH,  Chief  JoBliee  of  the  CircnLl  Coort  of  the  U.  S.  for  tlio  District  of 
Coluiqljia.    Letter  of  approbation  from  WiUiam xlv 

donandtheitdomesiics.    An  sctfor  the  puniehmenlorcerlaiu SSO 

CKlMeS  against  the  U.  S.,  &0.,  for  preserving  their  neutrality.    An  aot  iu 


DALLAS,  Vice  President  of  the  IT,  3.,  and  President  of  the  Senate.  Dodiea- 

tion  to,  and  letter  of  approbation  from  George  M. li 

DALLAS,  as  Vice  President  of  the  U.  S.    Election  of  George  ill. sro 

DALLAS,  Vice  President,  in  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S,  Altendancs  of  George  M,  S-lii 

DALLAS,  as  Senator  of  the  U,  9,    Term  of  service  of  George  M. 85S 

DAVIS,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  ReptesentaUves  of  the  U.  3.    Letter  of  ap- 

Pfobation  fiom  John  W. li 

DEATH  of  George  Washington.  Proceedings  of  Ihe  Government  and  fune- 
ral oration  of  Henry  Lee  on  the  MCi-a17 

DECLARATION  of  Independence,  ftom  June  8  to  July  4, 1TJ8.  Proceedings 
inCongtessoflhe  United  Colonies  respecting  the IIO 

DECLARATION  of  Independence,  by  the  Bepresentalives  of  the  V.  S.  In 
Congress  assembled,  July  4,  HTB 135 

DECLARATION  of  Independenco.  Resolution  of  CopgresB  for  ptomolgat- 
ingthe SOO 

DECLARATION  by  the  Congress,  June  17,  ITJS,  that,  for  the  raainlepance 

adhere  to,  GeoTge  WashingUin,  as  commandet-ui-chie^  with  their  lives 

DELAWARE,  in  ITST,  appointing  deputies  to  Convention  lo  form  Ihe  Consli- 

tntion.    Aelof, 117 

DELAWARE,    CbronoloBlcalstalement  of  the  charters  and  coBsUiulions  of  408 
DELAWARE,  declaring  the  couimon  right  of  all  the  States  to  the  western 

DEPUTIES  10  the  Convention  who  signed  Ihe  Consiilutlon,    Namesof- S3 

DEPUTIES  to  Conventioa  la  form  Ihe  Ctonslilution,    Acts  of  Ihe  Slates  for 

appoiniment  of- )B7 

^a  Laws  of  the  U.S.    Description  of  Ihe  books  of ,..465 
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DISTRICrr  of  Columbia,  eitablished  lh«  pernisnent  seal  of  Ihe  GoTernmenI 
of  IheU.  3. 449 

DISTRICTS  for  electioii  of  Bspreienlsliies  in  ConsreBB.  FroviKon  for  di- 
nWii^  IhB  SlaloB  into 301 

DOCUMENTS,  Journal!,  and  olher  sourceg  of  hislorical,  jwUlicBl,  nalisd- 

cial  Bciion  of  Uie  GoyernineQl,  In  Ike  public  offices  at  Ihe  Seal  of  Govern- 
ment.   Descriplion  of. 451 

DOCUMENTS  oidered  to  be  primed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepiBsenl- 
allTei  of  the  U.  S.  ftom  1789  lo  1361.  Heniarka  desoipllve  of  Ihe  te- 
gular   457-450 


ELECTIONS  under  and  by  virtue  of  Ihe  Conatilulion,  lanalylical  lndeil--.fil,  M 

ELECTION  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  U.  S,,  Ac,  approved 
March  1,170a,    Anacl  relaiive  lo  the S91 

ELECTION  of  EleeiotE  of  a  Preeident  an*  Vice  President,  in  case  of  vacan- 
cies io  those  offices  by  casuaLly,  Sc.    Provision  for  the SSS 

ELECTIONS  for  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  in  all  Ihe  States. 
An  act  to  eetabiish  a  nniform  time  for  holding 309 

ELEOTOEAL  voles  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  U.  S.  Provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  regarding  the 88 

ELECTORAL  voles  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  Ihe  U.  S.    Kegnia- 

ELECTORAL  voles.    Compensation  to,  and  penalties  oC,  iwrsons  appointed 

to  deliver  the 298 

ELBCrrORAL  votes.    Compensation  of  persons  appointed  lodeliver  the --.-  3U0 
BLECTOBAL  voles  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  U.  S.,  vii.  i 
First  term,  GeorgB  Washinglon  and  John  Adams,  eommenoing  March  4, 

17S8 ■ S15 

Second  lerin,  George  Washington  and  John  Adams,  cammeneing  March  4, 

Third  term,  Jobn  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  commencing  March  i,  1707  SIT 
Foorlh  term,  'niomas  Jefferson  and  Aaron  Bnrr,  elected  by  the  House  of 

Fifth  term,  Thomai  Jefferson  and  George  Clinton,  commencing  March  4, 1305  E19 
Sixth  term,  James  MadisoD  and  George  Clinton,  commencing MBrcb4,lS09  320 
Seventh  term,  James  Madison  and  Ellitidge  Gerry,  commencing  March  4, 

Eighth  term,  James  Monroe  and  Daniel  D,  Tompkins,  commencing  March  1, 

Ninth  term,  James  Monroe  and  Daniel  D.  Tijmpkins,  commencing  March  4, 

1681 ■ E2S 

Tenth  terra,  John  Quinoy  Adams  and  John  C.  Calhoun,  eommenoii^  March 
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TireUtli  term,  Andiew  Jackson  aod  UarUs  Van  Buren,  commeadtig  March 

4,1S3S 327 

Ihlrteeiitli  term,  Uutin  Yaa  Bucen  sua  K.  M.  JoIinEDn,  eommeaclng  Muoli 

EaurteeDlh  1«cm,  Wm.  H.  Harrison  and  Jolrn  Ti'ler,  annmeiidng  Much 

*,ia41 S29-3S1 

Fifleonih  term,  James  K,  Polk  and  Qtorga  M.  Dallas,  comniondDg  Kfarch  4, 


il  at  the  time  nben  (he  PiesldeDt  aad  Vice 
.    The  2E 


ELECTORS  of  die  FresldFut  and  Vice  FreeideDt  In  all  the  Stales.  An  act  to  es' 
labliEhi  uniform  time  fOr  holding  elecdons  of 

ELBOIVBa.  Each  State  may,  by  ]sw,  proilde  for  filUng  Taouioicg  in  tile 
•»ll*S«of ■ 

oompetent 302 

EXECUTIVE  ofdrcre  nf  the  Ooieinmenl,  from  1739  to  isel.    Huuei,  States, 

Berrlce,  Ac, of  all  theh^h . 

BXTRAMTION  TreBties.    Ad  giviug  elleot  to 


FAREWELL  Addreea  of  George  Washington,  Presidaat  of  the  D.  a,  aeptemtei 

"FIKST  in  War,  Krat  in  Peace,  and  Eirat  in  the  hearts  of  his  Countiymen,"  v 

applieiblo  to  George  Waahington.    Origin  of  IhewordB 

FLORIDA.    Chronolo^cal  Blatemont  of  the  formation  of  the  OoTeinineat  of 

F0RBK3N  Ainbis3B.dDrg  and  their  Domestics.  An  act  fiir  the  protection  of. 

FOREIGN  Pomera.    An  act  to  preserve  the  neutrilllj  of  (he  TI.  S,,  wllh 

FOREION  Nation  nith  Bhora  the  U,  S.  are  at  peace.    An  act  la  prerent  an; 

FOr.BIOB  Slat*  confined  in  any  slate  prison  in  certain  caaes.  The  Ju^s  of  tho 
V.  S.  Conrts  empowered  to  grimt  the  nrit  cf  Habeas  Corpus,  and  to  diacbsr^ 

FlUERAL  PrccBSsJon  and  Orilion  of  Henry  Lcc,  in  honor  of  Oen.  George  Wash. 
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GEORGIA,  in  17Sr,  appQinting  depuliea  lo  Convention  lo  form  Iha  Contlilu- 

GEOBGIA.    ChranoIoBical  sOMinentot'Ihe  Choileis  and  Cunslimiioni  of  -  • '  408 

GEORGIA  celled  weslern  lands  to  Ihe  0.3.    April  S4, 1803 423 

GERRY,  Viee  Ptealdeni  of  the  U.S.    Eleclion  of  ElbridBO 321 

GKB.UY,  Vice  Pre»aenl,  in  \hc  Senale  of  Ihe  O.  S.    AllendBnce  of  Elbrlt^e  E40 
GIBSON,  Chief /uaiics  of  IheSupiema  Conn  orPenngyJvsniB.    Letter  of  ap- 
probation from  John  B. AiU 

GOVERNMENT  of  Iha  Confefleralion  to  proviils  for  ite  anpporl,  defence,  io. 


:NAiENT  andel  the  CoDBatntion  of  Uie  U 
ETEBS  of  tiiB  Confederation  of  September  13,  111 

GOVERNMENT  under  Ibe  Conatitution.    Brief  st: 

etrnimencins  pcooeedingi  of  the 

G0VERNM5NT,    George  Waahinglon's  opinions 


GOVERNMENT.    John  Adams'. do.--. 

GOVERNMENT.    Thomas  Jefferson's.-- do.-- 

GOVERNMENT.    Jamea  Madison's. do,--. 

GOVERNMENT  and  proiiding  the  meant  of  ei 

General  Levi-s  relating  to  the  continued  orga 
GOVERNMENTS  of  the  several  Stales  and  lerr 

mem  of  Iho  Charters  and  formation  of  Ihs-.- 
GOVBBNMENT  of  the  territory  of  the  U.  S.  n< 

GOVERNMENT  of  the  U-  S.  in  possession  of  Ih< 

Judicial  notion  of  Uio 


HABEAS  Corpus  in  all  cases  of  fbreigners  conRner 

iudgea  of  the  U.  9,  Courts  anihorized  to  grant  wr 

HARRISON,  as  President  of  the  U.  S     Election  of  V 

HISTORICAL  and  other  information  In  the  public  D 


and  cor. 

n  by  the 

IIOU8EofRepreMntative.,lioml7»lolSSl.  Names  of  Speatersoflhe  388-381 

HOUSEofRepresentativeaoftheU.a  Bcscriplionof  Ibe  Journals  o 

flhe463-4S» 

451,  m,  aa 
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Cojigrefls  of  Confederation,  shi 

HiegBneralaJBlemof 

LMFOST,  ic.,  B8  provided  by  re 


mAlTOURAL  addif. 


INAUGURAl  address  of  TIIOIBBS  JefletBon,  PreBidOQl  of  ihi 
INAUQITRAL  address  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  President  of  Ih. 
INAUQURAL  addreSB  of  Jamei  Medison,  Preaideal  of  Ihe 
INDEPENDENCE  of  mind.  Iioporlaiiee  to  every  eiliien  oi 
INDBPENDENCK    Proceedinga  In  CongreBa  of  Ihe  Unite 

INDEPENDENCE  by  Ihe  Reprasenlaliyea  of  Ihe  Unjled  Si 
flHembiea,  July  4,  IJW.    The  Deelatalion  of. 

INDEPENDENCE.  Reaolulion  of  CongteM  ibipromulgal 
lion  of 

INDEX  lo  Ihe  Connilulioo  and  amenameols.  An  Auslylic! 
INDEXES  prepared  by  order  of  Ihe  two  Houaea  of  Congrew 
INDIANA.  Chronological  alalemenl  of  the  formalion  of  Ihe 
INTRODUCTORY  remarks  lo  the  worli  and  lo  the  severs 

IOWA.    ChroQologiosl  slalemenl  of  Ihe  formation  of  the  Go 


JACKSON,  as  President  of  the  U.  S.  First  slection  of  Andre' 
JACKSON,  aa  President  of  Ihe  U.  S.  Second  eJeotiotl  of  And 
JEFFERSON'S  deelatotion  of  the  prineiplea  of  oar  Governnn 

JEFFERSON,  Freaidenl  of  the  V.  S.,  On  Match  4,  1801.  1 
Hddreaa  of  Thomaa 

JEFFERSON,  Fresld«nl  of  Ihe  U.  S.,  on  Matoh  i,  ISOS.  Sf 
address  of  Thomas 

JEFFERSON,  ee  Vite  President  of  the  U.  9.  Election  of  Tb 
teaideni  of  the  0.  S,    Pirsl  election  by  H 

esideiHoftheO.S.  Second  election  by  alei 
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JEFFERSON,  Vice  Presidcm,  in  Senale  of  llie  U.  S.    AlienSancc  of  Thomas  SS 
JOHNSON,  as  Vice  Presidcm  of  Ike  U.  S.    Eleciion  hy  the  Senals  of  Rici- 

ardlU. ■. 3S 

(The  number  of  elecloral  Totes  required  for  nn  eleciion  being  118,  and 
R.  W.  Johnson  having  received  only  14J,  Ihe  eleoiion  Ihen  devolved 
upon  the  Senate,  and  R.  M.  Johnson  was  eleoled.) 
JOHNSON,  Vice  President,  in  Senate  of  Ihe  XI.  S.    Allendtmoe  of  Rioh- 

ardM. 342-S4 

JOHNSON,  as  Senator  of  Ihe  U.S.    Terras  of  service  of  Riehatd  M ST 

JOURNALS  of  the  Congress  of  Ihe  Confederation,  1774 10 1768,    Descrlplion 

of  Ihe 41 

JOURNAL  of  the  Conveoiion  thai  formed  IbeCouslilulion  in  ITCT.    Desorip- 

lionoflhe '  4S 

JOURI^AL  of  Ihe  House  of  Bepresenlativea  of  Iha  U.  9.  from  1789  lo  1881. 

Description  of 464-4E 

JOURNAL  of  Ihe  Senale  of  Ihe  V.  S.  from  1730  to  IS51.    DeEcriplion  of  Le- 

giBlBllve  i5a,« 

JOURNAL  of  (he  Senate  of  Ihe  U.  S.  from  1789  to  1S91  {in  part).    Descrip- 
tion of  the  Eiecutive  « 

JOURNAL  or  record  of  the  Senate  on  impeacbmeats,  fiom]7SS  to  ISGL    He- 


JUDGESofCourtsof  the  U.S.  authorized  to  grant  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus 
in  all  cases  of  foreigners  eonSned  in  the  United  States,  and  to  discharge 
them.    The - Ml 

JUSQES  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.S.,  from  17SS  lo  ISBl.  Names,  etates, 
lengdi  of  service,  Ac.,  of  the 3S9 

JUDICIAL  proceedings  ofona  Slate  in  every  other  State,  lerrilory,  &c.    An- 

thenliealion  of -, SW-Sflt 

JUSTICE  in  the  Courts  of  Ihe  U,  S.    An  act  lo  provide  further  remedial 301 


KANE,  Judge  of  the  rislrict  Court  of  the  U,  S,  for  the  Eastern  Dislriet  of 

Pennsylvania.    Letter  of  approbation  from  J,  K. i 

KENTUCKY.    Chronological  siaiemenl  of  Ihe  formation  of  the  Government  of  i 
KNOWLEDGK    Remarks  on  the  proper  mode  of  acquiring  and  imparting,  i 


LAITOinthenorth-weatcrn  and  western  terrilory  of  the  U.  S.    Proi 

which  led  lo  the  cession  by  the  Slates,  of  the 

LANES  ID  the  U.  S.    Act  of  New  York  for  the  cession  of  its  we 

LANDS  lo  Ibe  U.  S.    Resolution  of  Congress  recomraendiog  lo  the  I 
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LANDS  cedefl  hy  iht  Slules  aliouM  1m  disimf  eO  of  for  llic  common  licnefit  of 
IhB  U.  S.,  and  Ibrmed  into  RFpubJkan  Staiea.    Etesolutlou  of  Oon^css  of 

LANDS  were  eeded  lo  llie  U.  S.,  snd  daui  of  ceBiioo.  Nomes  of  States  by 
which  the  vresiern 122 

LANDS  of  Ihs  U.S.,  and  pcivate  land  cUlma  to  Marcb  3,  IBBl.  Deaciiplion 
of  Ihe  publications  nndsr  llie  aalhoriiy  of  the  U,  S.retaling  to  the  public- .  *6< 

LAW.    Definition  and  (anftity  of  Ihe  cWU iil 

LAWS,  Telslins  to  Ihe  coiiliniied  orssniutlion  of  the  GoTernnienl,  and  pro- 

LAW3  oflhe  U.  a.  declared  coinpelcm  evidence  in  ell  tribunals  and  officiM 
of  the  U.  S.,  and  ol  the  BCYcral  Stales.    Little  and  Brown's  ediUon  of  the 

30a,303 

laiaingthe 4«1 

LAWS  of  the  V.  S.    Description  of  Books  of  Abridgments  and  Digests  of 

the 46i-4C7 

LEGISl JlTIVB  Journals,    (Vide  Jmmals.) 

LEE,  on  the  death  ofGeorge  Washington.    Foneml  oration  ofHenry 247 

LEI-IERS-OF-MARQVE  being  fitted  out  in  the  U,  S.  against  Ibreign  powers. 

An  act  ID  prevent  Privateen  or i»S 

LIBERTY.    Definition  of  rational  or  ciTJl Kli 

LIBERTY  and  independence  on  Jnly  4,  ITTd.    Declaration  of. las 

LIBERTY,  &(!.,  on  June  IJ,  1776.    Declaration  of  Congres!  Sir  the  mainte- 

LIBRARY  of  Congress.    Description  ofeelectionof  certain  booksln  the--  473 
LlBRABYofthaStaleDepartuienL    DesDripUon  of  selection  of  certain  boolis 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  and  corainander-tn-chief  of  the  Armies  of  the 
U.S.,  July  3, 1703.    Appointment  ofGcorgeWaahrngton  to  be S31-239 

LIGHT  as  regards  the  liindamenlal  law.  Remttrks  on  necesaily  of  the  peo- 
ple's having  xiiiii 

LITTLG  and  Bfown'a  editions  of  the  Lawi  of  the  U.  S.,  declared  to  be  com- 
petent cvidenee  in  all  tribanals  end  offices  of  the  U.  S.,  and  of  the  several 
Slates 30a,  305 

LdUiSIANA.  Chronological  statement  of  the  fotmalion  oflhe  Government  of  42B 


MADISON'S  declaration  of  the  principles  of  our  Govern 
MADISON,  Freaident  of  the  U.  S.  on  March  4, 1809.    I 

James 

I,  Preaidenl  of  the  U.  8.  First  election  of  Jam< 
[,  President  of  the  U.  S.  Second  election  of  Ja 
Chronological  slatemeni  of  the  formation  of  th 
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MARSHALS  atlsndaiil  on  the  Supreme  Coorl  of  Hie  V.  S.,  from  17S9  lo  1S6I 
Namea,  fcc.ofihe E03 

MARYLAND,  in  17S7,  BppoinliQg  depulies  to  conveation  lo  rotm  Iha  Consli- 
luliou.    Aoior 183 

MAHYLAND  lo  ratify  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  unlil  March  1, 1781. 
Dulea  of  ratification  by  llieSlBieB  and  cauee  of  the  delay  of 408-414 


ify  the  Arlioles  of  Cod  federation  nntil  the  Stales  poBseas- 
iiiS  tlie  North- Western  and  Western  Territory  shonid  cede  lUe  same  to 
the  V.  S-  Ibr  the  commoa  beneSi  of  aU  tbe  Slues.  Slaleiueat  of  tbe  csusei 
of  delay  by 414 

from 416 

MARYLAND  lo  taliiy  the  Articles  of  Confederaiion.    ReKiliilion  of  Congreflm 

earnestly  requesting - 431 

lASSACHirSETTS,  In  1737,  appointuig  deputies  to  Convention  to  form  the 

Conalilulion.    Act  of lES 

MASSACHUSETTS.    Chionologieal  slalemeni  of  the  Charters  and  CoBiIito- 

lionsof- 407 

MASSACHUSETTS  ceded  Western  lands  to  the  U.  a    Aprill9,178B 423 

scribing  tbe  lime  Sir 32,388 

MESSGNGEFS  or  personi  lo  deJloer  electoral  voles.    Compensaiion  lo,  and 

penalliesof 393 

MESSEHGEKS  or  persons  lo  deliTer  electoral  volea.    Compensation  to 300 

MlCtllGAN.  Chronolf^ical  siaiemenl  of  Ihe  forniDlion  of  the  Government  of  434 
MIFFLIN,  Preiidant  of  Congress,  to  George  Washingion,  la  answer  lo  reiig- 

nallou  of  his  commission.    Address  of  Thomas 309 

MINESOTA  Territory.    Proceedings  in  Congress  relative  to  the 4*T 

MINISTERS  and  their  flomeslics    An  acl  for  the  prolecdon  of  Foreign 389 

raSSISSIPFI.  Chronological  statement  of  Ihe  fotmalion  of  the  Government  of  430 
MISSOURI.    Chronological  slaleinenl  of  Ihe  formation  of  the  Government  of  433 

MONKOE,  President  of  Ihe  U.S.    Fiisleleclionof  James 822 

MONROE  P      denloflheU.S.    Second  election  of  James 323 

B  ONUMENT  be  erected  to  General  Washington  in  the  C^ilol  at  Washing. 

MOUEN  NG       he  Government  on  the  Death  of  George  Washington.    Pro- 


NBBRA9KA  Territory.    P 
NEUTRALITY  of  the  U.  S 
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KBW  HAMPSIIIRB,  in  I7S7,  ni^pointing  dpputipK  to   Convpnlion  to  form  fli? 
ConstLtution.    Aotof 159 

tionaof 407 

NEW  JEH3k%  at  llie  meeting  it  Annnpolle,  In  1TSS,  iiavlDg  mors  enlargral 

for  calllDg  the  CoBTentloa  whidi  Ibcmal  tbe  CouetitutiDD.    The  Commts- 

Flonorsof. 162 

KEW  JERSEY,  In  1186,  Bppoln«Bg  SopnUos  to  ConyenKon  to  fhrm  the  Oonatltu. 

KEW  .TBRSEr.    ChrDDOIOgicBl  Btatemeut  of  the  Charters  &nd  ConetituHons  of  40T 
KKW  JERSEY  ratified  the  Articles  of  ConftdsTii^an  "hi  the  firm  rellanM  that 
the**  Wftstem  Territory  would  be  ceded  by  the  States  in  poseeaaion  to  the 

n.  S.,  4t 414 

NKW  MEXICO  TBKUTTORY.    Prooeedloge  In  Congress  relative  to  the «a 

Aseemblyof. 155 

KBW  TORE,  hi  1787.  »ppdntii«  depulies  to  the  CoDTention  to  Birm  the  Consli- 

KEW  YORK.    Cbronologlcal  statement  of  the  Charters  and  ConaUtutions  of...  40T 

to  condliate  the  Union  under  the  Confederation,   Aetof 419-4^ 

KRW  YOitK.    Speda!  approbation  of  Congress  (Or  this  act  of 121 

NOKTH  CAROLINA,  In  1787,  appointing  deputies  to  Convention  to  form  the 

ConetitutiDn,    Act  of- 171 

NOKTH  OAKOLINA.    Cbronologicat  etatemeal;  of  the  Chnrters  and  Con^ln- 

tlonsof- 408 

KOSTH  CAROLINA  ceded  Western  lands  to  the  n.  S.,  Fohrnarj  2B,  1790 423 

NORTH- WESTERN  and  Western  Tertitorj'  to  the  H.  S.    ProceediDgs  which  led 

to  tbe  cwsion  bj  the  States  of  the 411 

NORTH-WESTERN  TeiTitoiT  ceded  to  the  V.  S.  by  Virginia,  March  1,  1784 422 

NORTH-WESTERN  Tsrritorj,    An  ordiosBoe  (br  the  floTernment  of  the 423 


OATH  of  office,  an  President,  adminirtpi'cd  to  Beorg*  Washington,  bj  the  Chsn 

cellorof  tbe  State  of  New  York,  April  30,  1739 

OATHot  John  Tyler,  TicePre'id-nt,  to  Qualify  him  as  PrcHi  lent  of  thi.U  S 
OATHS  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  states,  and  for  pertonnanca  a. 
offifnal  duty,  to  be  tAhen  by  the  fallowing  oflloers  and  pcr^ion"  viz 


3.  The  Pre^aent  of  the  Senate 

5.  The  Senntore  of  the  B  8. 

4.  The  SMtetsiy  of  the  Senate 

6.  The  Senntore  of  the  U  S  on  t> 
fl.  The  gprakor  of  the  Houw  of  I 
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ion  Ihe  ConslilulioQ,  &,e.—€tmlttiuii. 

oflholIouaeofRepresemiiilvBj 2S,  2fiS,  B89 

crs  of  Ihe  several  SlaleLeglslaxnres 22,  saS 

tive  and  Judicial  olEceia  bolh  of  Ibe  U.  &  aiid  of  the  leveial 


oers  appoimed  i 
ind  every  Clark 

inder  Ibe 
audolhe 

aulhot 
roOice 

x°, 

loyofihedoi 

,.,™™, 

s  of  Ihe 

12.  Each  ar 
U.S.-- 

"OATHS  of  oiBoe"  ure  lo  be  uken.    By  wbom SS,  SS3,  ESfl,  SB 

OATHS.    The  presiding  ofScera  of  the  too  Houaes,  mid  oliaimen  of  po. 

OATHS,  prescribing  Ihe  forms,  &e.    An  scl  to  reguiale  Ihe  lime  ajid  mann 


red  10  lalie  an  oalh  to  support  Ihe  Conetilution  of  Ibe  United 
OFFICE  of  Treaidenl  and  Vice  President  lo  cammence  March  4,  Itc.    The 


OKATION  by  Henry  Li 
OflDlHANCB  for  Ibe  g, 


PASSPORT  issued  under  authority  of  the  U,  S,    Penalty  for 
PAY  and  eipeiiBCB  of  Ihe  General  to  command  all  (he  continei 

elSSU  per  moulh,  by  resoluliou  of  Congress 

PENALTY  for  neglect  lo  deliver  Ihe  electoral  votes  by  the  m 
PENALTY  for  violaung  the  lavus  of  neulrality  io  the  U,  S.  ^ 


PENNSYLVANIA,  b.  17! 

M,  appob, 

Lting  de 

puties  to  Con. 

,entionto,br.,U:s 

PENNSYLVANIA.    Chro 

nologieal 

s,.tc™ 

.t»fU.eeha 

^ersandeouetib.. 
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fioo  Fresiileiilof  Ihe  V.  S.,  and  declanng  ilie  nfiicer  to  acl 
aa  Presidei.l  in  esse  of  Tacancies  in  oflioeB  of  Preaident  and  Vice  Fresi- 
denl,  approved  March  3.  IMS.    An  act  relaUve  lo  eleclina  of aOl 

PRESIDENT  ana  Vice  Fresiaenl,  in  case  of  racaaoies  in  Ihose  offices  by 
oasualtr.    Provision  Ibr  Ibe  eleclion  of  a SKI 

PRESIDENT  or  Vice  Presiflenl  of  Ibe  U.  &  to  be  delivered  into  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  Slate.    A  resignation  or  refusal  U  accept  oflice  of S03 

PRESIDENT  and  Vice  President  of  the  U.  S.  to  commence  March  4,  &c 
TermofoiEceoftlie 203 

PRESIDENT  and  Vice  President  of  tbe  U.  S.  An  act  providing  compensa- 
tion to  the 2»3 

PRESIDENT  and  Vice  President  of  the  U.  8.  Compensation  to,  and  irentJty 
□f,  persons  appointed  to  deliver  Electoral  Tolea  for SS3 

PRESIDENT  and  Vice  President  of  the  U.  S.  Conipensaiion  to  persons,  &o., 
to  deliver  electoral  votes  for 300 

PRESIDENT  ana  Vice  President  of  the  U,  8.  An  act  to  eslabUsh  a  uniform 
time  for  hoiaing  elections  for  electors  of 303 

PRESIDENT  and  Vice  President  of  the  U.  S.,  from  17SS  to  1S«.  (See  Eke- 
Ural  Voles.}    Electoral  voles,  &c.,  for 815-33* 

PRESIDENT  of  the  V.  S.,  on  the  death  of  IVm.  H.  Harrison,  President.   Pio- 

PRESIDENTofthe  Senate  authorized  lo  administer  oaths.    The 888,  EM 

PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  to  act  as  President  of  the  U.  S.  la 

caseofTacaneiesinolGceofPrendentandVicePresidenl.    The 293 

PRESIDENTS  pro  tempore,  from  March  i.  ilSO,  to  March  3,  I85I.    Karaea 

PRINTED  by  order  of  the  two  Honsea  of  Congress,  from  1789  to  1861.  Re- 
marks descriptive  of  the  aocuments 457,458,459 

PRIVATEERS  being  fitted  oat  In  the  U.S.ag^nst  foreign  powers  at  peace 
with  tlie  U.S.    An  aot  to  prevent SD8 

PUBLICATION  of  smeiulmenls  to  the  ConatLtution  of  the  IT.  S.    Provision 


RATIFICATION  ofthe  Constitution  by  the  Slates.    Dales  of  the 

RATIFICATION  of  first  ten  amendments  of  the  Constitution  by  the  Stal 

Dates  of  the 

RATIFICATION  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  amendments  of  the  Constitnli 

RECORDS  of  one  Stale  Jn  every  other  Slate,  territory,  &e.    Authenlicalioj 

the : 

REMARKS  or  preface  to  Ihe  second  edition  of  this  book 

REMARKS  on  the  propriety  of  reading  and  understanding  the  Conslilatir 

REMARKS  on  the  auihenlicityofthis  edition  of  the  Constitution 

REMARKS  on  the  design  of  ihs  AlphabeticaJ  Analysis  of  the  Constitution 
REMARKS  on  the  official  proceeding,  and  the  causes  which  led  to  the  ad 
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KSMARK9  on  the  causes  which  immeiiintely  I 


e  manaer  of  commencing  pToccedings  of  the  Goverament 
under  iheConiiiiuiion  of  ihe  U.S. 18 

RF,MARKS  oil  Ihe  picuits  of  Geoi^  Washington,  ae  laken  from  eonaoii'i 
slaloe  Bl  Richmond,  Virginia SO 

KBMARICS  lelBlive  lo  Ihe  appolnuoenl  of  George  WaBhinglon  lo  be  Lieu- 
tenanl-General  and  CommaDder-iu-Cliierof  Che  armies  of  Ibe  U,  3.  July  3, 

iTOS aa 

REMARKS  inrelalionlolbenalionslniontninj:  and  soleniniiies on  ihe  death 

of  George  Waahington M 

ve  to  the  inangucal  addresiea  of  tbe  first  Krnr  Piesitlenls  of 


maioryoflhe  several  tables  contained  in  this  sol ume  ■■■. 
REMARKS  on  the  ratificiuion  (^  the  Consiitulion  by  the  original  States,  and 

into  the  Union 

REMARKS  relsUve  lo  the  sources  of  historical,  political,  statistical,  anil  othei 


REMARKS  descriptive  of  the  conlenIB  of  the  Legislaave  JournaLs  of  the 

SenaleandHouseofRepreaemBIivesofthe  U.S. 456 

REMARKS  descripUve  of  the  regnlardocumentB  ordered  to  be  printed  by  Ihe 

REMARKS  in  leLallon  to  the  books  procured  for  Ihe  Congress  or  National 

REMARKS  relative  10  the  booki  in  Ihe  Depatlmeal  of  Slate 4IS 

REMEDIAL  juitice  in  the  Conns  of  the  U.  S.  An  act  to  provide  flirthei.  -.  -  301 
REPORTERS  of  decisions  of  tbe  Buprenie  Court  of  ihe  U.  S.  from  1789  \o 

1861.    Names,  *e.,  of  tbe 39S 

REPORTS  of  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Conn  of  tbe  V.  S.  from  1589  to  1861. 

Deacriplionofthebooksof 167 

REPRESEPJTATIVES  in  Congress  elected  Speakers,  from  March  4, 17S»,  lo 

March  3, 1S5I,  showing  the  commencement  and  termination  of  their  ser- 

REPRESENTATIVES  in  Congress  among  the  several  States,  aceording  to 
the  sixth  census.    An  act  for  the  apportionment  of.    (See  Suitfj.) 300 

REPRESENTATIVES  in  Congress.  Provision  lor  dividing  States  into  dig- 
ttiels  for  election  of 301 

REPRESENTATIVES  of  the  U.  9.  in  Congress  assembled,  on  July  4, 1776. 

RESIGNATHIN  or  leflisal  to  accept  Ihe  office  of  President  or  Vice  President 
oflbe  U.S.  to  be  delivered  into  the  ollice  of  the  Sectelarr  of  Slate 2B3 
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RESIGfJATTON  (o  CmgreBS,  ly  George  Washmt-l«3n,  ot 
iniiiidat4ii-Clilsf  of  tbo  Amerinm  wmy,  on  Demmbc 

cause  of  proceedings  which  led  to  Uie  gdopUon  of  th 
of  Oommtttee  of  CoDgreas  of  CoofederBlion,  showing 

Statfls  to  C8ITJ  ont  tlie  general  ajflteok  of- 1 

BE^'ENUB  from  impost,  sa  provided  by  resolution  of 
1788.    (Set  Omminie.)    lUiWlutlona  of  Consreas  of 


REVENUE  Md  Tariff  liirs,  &c    Dasriptlouof  books  relating  to 

REVOLDTION.    Books  reUUng  to  the  biEtor;  of  the  Amerii^an  Coloniee 
KHODB  ISLAND.  ChronoIoglcBl  statement  of  tlic  cHarlsrj  and  conaiiti 


SAPE-COHDUCI  Issued  under  Ov 

J  aoaiOTltj  of  the  U.  8.     Vt 

malf7  (Or  vfo- 

V.S. 

The  District  of  Columbi»  . 

SECRETARIES  Of  the  Senate  of  t 

he  U.  E.,  from  1789  to  1851. 

Table  of  the 

"ETti^Ta.'^r^ttn 

■  the  U.  S.    Oiths  to  be  taton  bj  th 
g  tlie  purchase  of  copies  of  this  : 

e 22,288, 

Boole.    R^:u- 

289 

SENATE  of  tie  U.S.   Ootha. 

rfofll. 

»  to  be  taten  by  the  members 

:  and  Secretary 

SENATE,  of  the  Tics  Preeldenls  a 

SENATE  of  tho  U.S.  Table  etth^ 
SENATE  of  the  U.  S.    Bescrlption 

and  Records  of  Imsieacbraents  ■ 
SENATE  of  the  E.  S,  from  1789 

menta  printed  by  order  of  the  - 
SENATORS  of  the  U.  S.  in  olBce,  1 

ad  Presidents  pro  tempore,  1 

trom  Uaruh  1, 

&se-m 

eoftheD^n- 

:ilt  &nd  termlaatloa  of  ttielr 

3,  1861,  show- 
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CuflflEfi; —  1        3        -        FromVirgiDiH, 


flointeil  EeHntore,  tliey  bIibII  be  placed  by  lot  in  tbe  foiegoli^  oleeSEe, 
but  in  guah  e.  manner  as  shall  keep  the  claeses  89  Dear!;  eqimt  tie  ma;  bg 
In  Diimbors.  Vidt  resolotlon  of  the  Senate.  Sttyl^  17S9.  Thefira  clufl 
expire  in  1951 ;  E^u  jf«n^  i^  1S47,  onrJ  E^  E^ij^  i^  1S49.  Hl^  the  Con- 
efituOon,  page  3.] 

SESSION  of  CoDgreBa  from  March  4,  J78B  to  Miroli  S,  ISM.    Commencement 

aODTH  CAROLINA,  In  ITSI,  tqipDintlug  deputies  to  Conrentlou  to  Ibrm  the 
Constitution,    Act  of- It 

SOUTH  OABOLINA.  OtomoJt^cal  statement  of  Iha  ChHtera  and  Conatltu- 
tionaffif « 

SPEAKER  of  the  House  of  BepTfeimtatlTes  sliali  act  as  President  of  the  V.  S. 

SPEAKEK3  Df  tlie  House  of  BepreaenlatlTes  of  tlie  U.  S.,  ftom  Much  i,  173» 
to  Marcli  3,  ISBl,  eHoiring  the  corameacemout  and  termination  of  tlieir  3er> 
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STATE,  incase  of  vt 
the  U.  S.    Duties 

STATE,  Atcfignati. 
President  to  lis  de 


STATE  from  U 

■99tol3Sl.    Namee,  States 

.,.et.i 

ce,  Ac.,  of  aU  the  Seer. 

«a. 

STATE  Departn 

leiit.    Deaotiption  of  select 

ion  of, 

:erlBln  books  in  IheLibn 

wy 

STATE  or  TerrltoiT,  Sns.  An  BOl  for  the  autlieiiticiMioii  of  Acta,  Recoids,  and 
Judioial  prooeedingsofone  Stale  or  Tarrilory  in  every  other aM-SH 

STATE  in  certain  caseB— the  pioceedinj;!  in  Stale  Coutu  in  sucli  oases  to  ba 
noil  and  void  The  U.  S.  Judges  erapowered  to  grant  tlie  writ  of  Habeas 
Cotpus,  and  to  discharge  the  ciliiens  of  my  foreign  Stata  eoafined  in  the 


STATES.    Ratification  oflheelevenlh  and  twelflli  amendments  by  the" 
BTAT'ES  in  providing  revenue  for  the  snppott  of  the  Federal  Governii 
aa  recommended  by  CongreBs  on  April  18, 1753.    Reporu  of  ct 
showing  tbe  failure  of  tbe  several 131-139,140-143-148-150,151 

tbe  adoption  oflhe  Constitution  oflhe  U.S.    Hemarksinrelalion  lolbB"  153 

STATES.  Resolution  of  Congress  of  tbe  Confederation  of  May  sa,  1788,  sp- 
iles lo  lite  several 154 

STATES  10  fbrm  a  Constitution  of  the  U.  3.  Ecsolutions  of  tlie  General  As- 
Bcmbiy  of  New  York,  July  21, 1733,  recommending  a  ConvenUon  of  the-  ■  153 

STATES  10  remedy  tbe  diffieullieo.  Rssolulion  of  Ihe  Confederation  of  Vir- 
gmia,ofJonuar;21,179S,  for  a  Convention  of  the 160 

STATES,  at  Annapolis,  in  llSft  reoonini ending  tlie  appointment  of  deputies 

of  Ihe 181 

STATES,  for  the  nppointmenl  of  deputies  to  Convention  10  form  ihe  Consliln- 


OfVirginia,  passed  Oolobsr  18, 17eS 

OfNew  Jersey,  passed  November  83, 17S6  --. 
Of  Pennsylvania,  passed  December  30, 1768  ■  ■ 
OfNorthCaroUna,  passed  January  8,1787  ■■■ 
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OfMatyland,  passed  May  30,1737 It 

OfNewHampsliire,  passed  June  er,  1785 It 

STATES  by  which  il  was  tatified.    BfiHolulion  of  Congress  of  Beplembei  aS, 
17S7,  submUlingllieConslilulionloConTenlionBoflhe If 

STATES.    Oalha  to  supporl  ±b  Constilulion  of  [he  V.  3.  lo  be  Wken  by  Ihs 

of  Ilie  several  2a,tS 

STATES,  acTordin;  lo  the  siilh  censna  Aplwintnienl  of  BepiesentallTeB 

among  iha  BBTeral— ¥11.  •  3C 

H  Hsiap              4    SonUi  Carolina  T    Arksnsu                     1 

Kaaa                   10   Qeargta  S    Mictilean                     3 

It  leland              a   KentuoSy  10    [Itonda                       1 

New  York  34    Loniaiuia  4    Wacomm  S 

KewJemej  S    Indima  10    tSrfVorma  _3 

Marjlaiid  6    AUbama  1    Jdn&ufa  T  4d  I 


STATES  into  dislcicls  for  election  ol  Bepceientalivee  Provision  by  act  of 
ie43  for  dividing  Ihe  31 

STATES  of  the  Union.  An  act  10  esieblisli  a  uniform  time  lor  holding  eleo- 
tions  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  in  nil  of  the 31 

STATES  may  by  lav  provide  far  filling  vacancies  in  the  College  ofElectors. 
Each  of  the a 

STATES  and  Territories  of  the  U.  S.    Chtonologlcal  slalemenl  of  Ibe  Charters 

STATES.    The  time  of  ratification  of  tbe  Articles  of  Confederiilion  by  Ihe--  « 

STATES"  into  the  Union.  Eemaris  on  the  rolifioalion  of  (he  Conslilulion  by 
Ihe  or^nal  States,  and  the  Eigbl  and  discretionary  power  of  Coi^ress  to 
admit  "New 4( 

STATES  in  possession  thfteof.  Proceedings  which  led  to  the  cession  of  the 
North. Western  and  Wesiern  TerrJiorr  to  the  U.  S.  by  ihe « 

STATES  to  cede  their  weslern  lands  to  the  U.  S  ResoinUoo  of  Congress  of 
September  e,  1790,  recommendii^  to  Iha 42 

STATES  should  be  disposed  of  Ibr  tha  common  ftenefii  of  the  U.  S.,  and  form- 
ed into  Republican  Stales.  Resolution  of  Congress  of  Octobsr  10, 17eo, 
that  the  Lands  ceded  by  the 45 

STATES  by  which  tbe  western  lands  were  ceded  to  the  V.  S.  and  dates  of 
cession.    Namesofihe 42 

STATES  out  of  the  North-Wesletn  Tetiitory.  Piovision  in  Ihe  Ordinance 
of  July  13,173),  for  ibrming 42 

STATISTICAL  and  other  information  In  the  public  offipes  slthe  seat  of  Oo- 
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ST  ATUK  of  George  WnshinglonhjHoQrton.    Descripnoii  of  llie anS-EUT 

SUPREME  and  alhei  Courts  of  the  U.  S.  ewpoweied  lo  gram  writs  of  Habf  a> 

laiiiffases.    Tha  Judges  of  lUs SOI 

SUPREME  COURT  of  the  U,  3.,  ftora  1TS8  to  1861.    Komes,  Slalea,  eom- 

mencemenl  and  leipiinaliou  of  EBivice  of  tbe  Cljief  end  Aeaocmie  JusUcss 

of  the 380-382 

SUFKEME  COURT  of  the  V.  S^  from  1739  m  IS5I.    Names,  eervi™,  &c.  of 

llie  Clerks,  Reporleis  of  decisions  and  Mft'Btaals  of  lbs 3»3 

E  COURT  oflbe  U.  9.,  from  1TS9  la  ISO.    DeiFripliou  of  Books  of 


TABLES  of  eleclotaJ  voles  for  Ptesidenl  and  Vice  Ptesidetil  of  the  U.  S., 
froniMarch4,17aO,  loMattli4.  1S53 B16-S32 

TABLE  of  tetms  of  oaice  and  lenglh  of  iervios  in  the  Senate,  of  the  Vice 
PresidenuaadPresidenupio  lemporei  aud of  die eommencemeni,  and 
letmination,  and  nnidber  of  days  in  eacli  session  of  Congress,  and  specisl 
cession  oflbe  Senate,  from  March  4, 17gO,lo  Match  3,  IS&I 330-349 

TABLE  of  It'.e  names,  classes,  length  of  service  of,  and  Stales  represenled  by 

and  eipitation  of  eervlcs  of  the  Secrelariei  of  the  Senate  of  Ibe  U.  S.---  -  3SJ 
TARLE  of  Ibe  names,  time  of  service  o£.  and  Slates  leprefiented  by,  the  Speak- 
ers of  Ibe  Home  of  Repiesenlallvos  of  the  U.  S. 386,387 

ClerksoflhsHonseofRepresenlsliveBoftheU.  S. 333 

TANEY,  Chirf  Jufllice  of  tlie  Supreme  Coon  of  Ibe  U.  S.    LeIIcr  of  approba- 

TAHJFF  L»ws,BeTenue  Laws,  &c,  description  of  books  relalinglo 437 

TERM  of  office  of  four  years,  of  Presidenl  anil  Vice  President,  to  commence 

on  March 4,Sm.    The 893 

TERBITOKIE9.    An  Bel  for  llie  anlhenticallon  of  acta,  records,  and  judicial 

proceedings  of  St  ales  and 200-894 

TEBRITORY  lo  Ihe  U.a  Proceediugswbiohled  to  tbe  cession  of  the  Nonh- 

Wesiera  and  Western 414 

TERRITORY  of  Ihe  U.  S.  uorth-weal  of  Ihe  rivet  Ohio.    An  ordmance  for 

the  Governmenl  of  the 423 

TEXAS  was  admined  into  tbe  Union.    Joint  resolution  and  act  of  Congress 

by  whiob 439 

TOMPKINS,  Vice  Praaidenl  of  the  U.  S.    First  election  of  Daniel  D. 322 

TOMPKINS,  Vice  President  of  Ihe  U.  S.    Second  election  of  Daniel  D. 333 
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electoral  voles.    Richard  M.  Johnson  elected - S^ 

VICE  PRESIDENTS  and  Presidents  pro  (emporo  ftom  March  4,  17S9,  to 
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election  of  a  Fresideal  and - WA 
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elections  of  eleelors  of  Presidenl  and 31)3 

VICE  PRESIDENT,  \o  queUfy  him  as  President  of  the  U,  S.  Oath  of  John 
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VIRGINIA,  in  1786,  for  appointing  deputies  to  Convention  lo  revise  Federal 
ConElilnllon.    Act  of  the  CommoDweallh  of 107 
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CongicBsto an 

VIRGINIA,  on  March  1, 1781.  NDnh-WeslernTertiloiyoededlolbeU.aby  42ii 

VOTES  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  V.  S.  Provision  of  the  Con- 
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